TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 4 
H EN RY BOYLE, Es . 5 


Tr ET SAL „„ 
A S the profeſſed deſign of this work is to entertain it's readers in 
general, without giving offence to any particular perſon, it 
would be difficult to find out ſo proper a patron for it as yourſelf, 


there being none whoſe merit is more univerſally acknowledged by 


all parties, and who has made himſelf more friends, and fewer ene- 
mies. Your great abilities, and unqueſtioned integrity, in thoſe high 


employments which you have paſſed through, would not have been 
able to have raiſed you this general approbation, had they not been 
accompanied with that moderation in an high fortune, and that affabi- 


lity of manners, which are ſo conſpicuous through all parts of your 
life. Your averſion to any oſtentatious arts of ſetting to ſhow thoſe 


great ſervices Which you have done the public, has not likewiſe a 
little contributed to that univerſal acknowledgment which is paid you 


by your country. 


The conſideration of this part of your character, is that which 
hinders me from enlarging on thoſe extraordinary talents, which have 


given you fo great a figure in the Britiſh ſenate, as well as in that 


elegance and politeneſs which appear in your more retired converſa- 
tion. I ſhould be unpardonable, if, after what I have ſaid, I ſhould 
longer detain you with an addreſs of this nature: I cannot, however, 
conclude it without owning thoſe great obligations which you have 


laid upon, 
'SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 


| humble ſervant, | 


en nr.” 
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OO VOLUME rus THIRD. | 
- CLAX. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1h hir 


IN AMORE nc OMNIA INSUNT VITIA: INJURIZF, - 


SUSPICIONES, INIMICITIA, INDuUCIE, _. | CATE DI We” 
BELLUM, PAX Ru uu $i Tex, Evn. ACT. 1, Sc, 7M 


ALL THESE INCONVENIENCIES ARE INCIDENTS To LOVE: REPROACHES, JEA- 
LOUSIES, QUARRELsS, RECONCILEMENTS, WAR, AND THEN PEACE, | 


FT T PON looking over the letters of defires, and gives the party beloved ſo 
U my female correſpondents, I find beautiful a figure in his imagination, 
ſeveral from women complaining of jea- makes him believe ſke kindles the fame 
lous huſbands, and at the ſame time pe in others, and appears as amit- 
proteſting their own innocence ; and de- ble to all beholders. And as jealouſy _ | 
firing my advice on this occaſion. I thus ariſes from an extraordinary love, 
ſhall therefore take this ſubject into my it is of ſo delicate a nature, that it feorms 0 =-—- 
conſideration ; and the more willingly, to take up with any thing leſs than an 
becauſe T find that the Marquis of Ha- equal return of love. Not the warmeſt 
lifix, who, in his Advice to a Daughter, expreſſions of affection, the fofteſt and 
has inflraſted a wife how to behave her- moſt tender hypocriſy, are able to give 
ſelf towards a falſe, an intemperate, a any ſatisfaction, where we are not per- 
cCholeric, a ſullen, a covetous, or a filly ſuaded that the affection is real, and the 
huſband, has not ſpoken one word of a ſatisfadtion mutual. For the jealons 
jealous huſband. | | man wiſhes himſelf a kind of deity to 
Jealouſy is that pain which a man the perſon he loves: he would be the | 
 frels from the apprebenfion that he is not only pleaſure of her ſenſes, the employ- 
equally beloved by the perſon whom he ment of her thoughts; and is angry at 
entirely loves. Now becauſe our in- every thing ſhe admires, or takes delight 


i 0 . . * D . 
ward paſſions and inclinations can never in, beſides himſelf, + 


make themfelves viſible, it is impoſſible * Phedria's requeſt to his miſtreſs up- 
for a jealous man to be thoroughly cured on his leaving her for three days, is ini- 


of his ſafpicions. His thoughts hang mitably beautiful and natural. 
at beſt in a ſtate of doubtfulneſs and 8 „ 5 
uncertainty; and are never capable of Cum milite io præſens, abſers ut foes : 
receiving any ſatisfaction on the advay- Dies no#e/que me ames; me Udfederess 
tageous ſide ; ſo that his inquiries are M. Jomnizs : me expeHtes « de me cogites : 
molt ſyecefsful when they diſcover yo- cſperes « me te wleties; mecum torar fire 
thing. His pleaſure ariſes from his dif. Met foe Ss pofrems ara quand» ego Jum 


. and his life is ſpent inn Tes gen ACT, 1885 2. 
purſuit of a ſeeret that deſtroys his hap- nen vn are; n 
pineſs if he chance to find it. When you are in company with that foldier, 


3 6 To... behaveas if you were abſent : but continue 
1 ardent love is alway s a ſtrong in- ti love me by day and by night: want me; 
gredient in this paſſion; for the fame af- dre im of me; expect me; think of me; 
t:Rion which Kirs up the jealows man's = wiſh for ne; b in me 3 be wholly 
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Vith me: in ſhort, be my very ſoul, as 1 
. am your's, 6 | | 4 


The jealous man's diſeaſe is of ſo ma- 
lignant a nature, that it converts all he 
takes into it's own nouriſhment. A 


cool behaviour ſets him on the rack, and 


is interpreted as an inſtance of averſion 


or indifference; a fond one raiſes his 


ſuſpicions, and looks too much like diſ- 
ſimulation and artifice. If the perſon 
he loves be chearful, her thoughts muſt 
be employed on another ; and it fad, 
the is certainly thinking on himſelf. In 
ſhort, there is no word or geſture ſo in- 


ſignificant, but it gives him new hints, 


feeds his ſuſpicions, and furniſhes him 
with freſh matters of diſcovery : fo that 
if we conſider the effects of this paſſion, 


one would rather think it proceeded 
from an inveterate hatred, than an ex- 


ceſſive love; tor certainly none can meet 
with more diſquietude and uneaſineſs 


than a ſuſpected wife, if we except the 
jealous huſband. | | 


But the great unhappineſs of this 


paſſion is, that it naturally tends to 
| alienate the affection which it is fo ſo- 
licitous to ingroſs; and that for theſe 
two reaſons, becauſe it lays too great a 
_ conſtraint on the words and actions of 
the ſuſpected perſon, and at the ſame 
time ſhews you have no honourable opi- 
nion of her; both of which are ſtrong 
. motives to averſion. _ 
Nor is this the worſt effect of jealou- 


ſy; for it often draws after it a more fa- 


tal trainof conſequences, and makes the 
perſon you ſuſpect guilty of the very 


.crimes you are ſo much afraid of. It 
is very natural for ſuch who are treated 
ill and upbraided falſely, to find out an 


intimate friend that will hear their com- 


plaints, condole their ſufferings, and 
.endeavour to ſoothe and aſſuage their 


ſecret reſentments. Beſides, jealouſy 


puts a woman often in mind of an ill 


thing that ſhe would not otherwiſe per- 


haps have thought of, and fills her ima- 

ination with ſuch an unlucky idea, as 
in time grows familiar, excites deſire, 
and loſes all the ſhame and horror which 


might at firſt attend it. Nor is it a won- 


der if the who ſuffers wrongfully in a 


man's opinion of her, and has therefore 


nothing to forfeit in his eſteem, reſolves 


to give him reaſon for his ſuſpicions, 


and to enjoy the pleaſure of the crime, 


ſince ſhe muſt ui dergo the ignominy. 
Such probably were the conſiderations 


THE SPECTATOR. _ 


that directed the wiſe man in his advice 
to huſbands—* Be not jealous over the 
© wife of thy boſom, and teach her not 
© an evil leſton againſt thyſelf.” , Ecclus, 

And here, among the other torments 
which this paſſion produces, we may 
uſually obſerve that none are greater 
mourners than jealous men, when the 


perſon who provoked their jealouſy is 


taken from them. Then it is that their 
love breaks out furiouſly, and throws 
off all the mixtures of ſuſpicion which 
choaked and ſmothered it before. The 
beautiful parts of the character riſe up. 
permoſt in the jealous huſband's me. 
mory, and upbraid him with the ill 
uſage of ſo divine a creature as was once 
in his poſſeſſion ; whilſt all the little im- 
perfections, that were before ſo uneaſy 
to him, wear off from his remembrance, 
and ſhew themſelves no more. 
We may ſee by what has been ſaid, 
that jealouſy takes the deepeſt root in 
men of amorous diſpoſitions ; and of 
theſe we may find three Kinds who are 
moſt over-run with it. VVV 
The firſt are thoſe who are conſcious 
to themſelves of any infirmity, whether 
it be weakneſs, old-age, deformity, ig- 
norance, or the like. Theſe men are ſo 
well acquainted with the unamiable part 
of themſelves, that they have not the 
confidence to think they are really be- 
loved; and are fo diftruſttulof their own 
merits, that all fondneſs towards them 
you them out of countenance, and 
ooks like a jeſt upon their perſons, 
They grow ſuſpicious on their firit look- 
ing in a glaſs, and are ſtung with jea- 
louſy at the ſight of a wrinkle. A 
handſome fellow immediately alarms 
them, and every thing that looks young 
or gay turns their thoughts upon their 
WIVES, Pop ] 1 OY 
A ſecond ſort of men, who are moſt 
liable to this paſſion, are thoſe of cun- 
ning, wary, and diſtruſtful tempers. It . 
is a fault very juſtly found in hiſtories 
compoled by politicians, that they leave 
nothing to chance or humour, but are 
ſtill for deriving every action from ſome 
plot or contrivance, for drawing up a 
perpetual ſcheme of cauſes and events, 


and preſerving a conſtant correſpond- 


ence between the camp and the coun- 
cil table. And thus it happens in the 
affairs of love with men of too refined 4 
thought. They put a conſtruction on 
a look, and find out a deſign in a ſmile; 
they jgive new ſenſes and hgnifications 


to words and actions; and are ever tor- 
menting themſelves with fancies of their 
- own raiſing. They generally act in a 
diſguiſe themſelves, and therefore miſ- 
take all outward ſhows and appearances 
for hypocriſy in others; ſo that I be- 


reality of things, than theſe great refi- 
ners upon incidents, who are ſo won- 
derfully ſubtle and over-wiſe in their 
conceptions. | 


of women by reflection, your lewd and 
vicioys men believe they have learned 
by experience. They have ſeen the 
poor huſband ſo miſled by tricks and 
artifices, and in the midſt of his inqui- 
ries fo loſt and-bewildered in a crook - 
ed intrigue, that they ſtill ſuſpect an 
under- plot in every female action; and 
eſpecially when they ſee any reſem- 
blance in the behaviour of two perſons, 
e to fancy it proceeds from the 
ſame deſign in both. Theſe men therefore 
bear hard upon the ſuſpected party, pur- 
ſue her cloſe through all her turnings 


ed with the chace, to be flung off by 
any falſe ſteps or doubles : beſides their 
acquaintance and converſation has lain 
wholly among the vicious part of wo- 
men-kind, and therefore it is no won- 
der they cenſure all alike, and look 

upon the whole ſex as a ſpecies of im- 

poſtors, But if, notwithitanding their 


theſe prejudices, and entertaina favour- 
able opinion of ſome auen; yet their 
own looſe deſires will tir up new ſuſpi- 
cions from another fide, and make them 


clinations with themſelves. 


diſcovered the nature of jealouſy, 

and pointed out the perſons who are moſt 
ſubject to it, I mult here apply myſelf 
to my fair correſpondents, who deſire 


le . : 

: to live well with a jealous huſband, 
= and to eaſe his mind of it's unjuſt ſu- 
5 ſpicions, . | | 

L 


The firſt rule I ſhall propoſe to be ob- 
ſerved is, that you never ſeem to dillike 


W 
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lieve no men ſee leſs of the truth and 


Now what theſe men fancy they know 


and windings, and are too well acquaint- 


private experience, they can get over 


believe all en ſubject to the ſame in- 
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Whether theſe or other motives are 
moſt predominant, we learn from the 


modern hutories of America, as well as 


from our own experience in this part of 
the world, that jealouſy is no northern 
paſſion, but rages molt in thoſe nations 
that lie neareſt the influence of the ſun. 
It is a misfortune for a woman to be 
born between the tropicks; for there lie 
the hotteſt regions of jealouſy, which as 
you come northward cools all along with 
the climate, until you ſcarce meet with 


any thing like it in the polar circle. 


Our own nation is very temperately 
ſituated in this reſpect ; and if we meet 


with ſome few diſordered with the vio- 


lence of this paſſion, they are not the - 
proper growth of our country, but are 
many degrees nearer the ſun in their 
conſtitutions than in their climate. 8 
After this frightful account of jea- 


louſy, and the perſons who are moſt ſub- 


je& to it, it will be but fair to ſhew by 
what means the paſſion may be b.-t al- 
layed, and thoſe who are poſſeſſed with 
it ſet at eaſe. Other faults indeed are 
not under the wite's juriſdiction,” and 

ſhould, if poſſible, eſcape her obſerva- 
tion; but jealouſy calls upon her parti- 
cularly for it's cure, and deſerves all her 


art and application in the attempt : be- 


ſides, ſhe has this for her encouragement, 
that .her endeavours will be always 
pleaſing, and that ſhe will {till find the 

affection of her huſband Tiling towards 
her in proportion as his doubts and 
ſuſpicions vaniſh ; for, as we have ſeen 
all along, there is ſo great a mixture of 

love in jealouſy, as is well worth the ſe- 
parating. But this ſhall be the ſubject 
of another paper. IN: | 


. 
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Ovrip, Mr. vil. VER, 826. 


| THE MAN WHO LOVES 15 AST OF BELIEF, | 


| H AVING in my yeſterday's paper | 


in another what the jealops man is him- 


ſelf guilty of, or to admire any thing in 


which he himſelf does not excel. A 


jealous man is very quick in his appli- 


cations, he knows how to find a double 
edge in an invectiye, and to draw a ſa- 
tire on hünſelf out of a panegyric on 
another. He docs not trouble himfelf 
to conſider the perſon, but to direct the 
character; and 1s lecretly pleaſed or con- 

| No founded 


* 


| founded as he finds more or leſs of him- 
ſelf in it. The commendation of any 
thing in another ſtirs up his jealouſy, as 
it ſhews you have a value for others be- 
ſides himſelf ; but the commendation of 
that, which he himſelf wants, inflames 
bim more, as it ſhews that in ſome re- 
| 4 2 prefer others before him. 
ealouly is admirably deſcribed in this 
view by Horace in his ode to Lydia. 


Quum tu, Lydia, Telephi 
Ter vicem roſeam, et cerea 
Landas bracthit, v meum 

 Ferwens diffciti bile tumer jacur : 

Tanc nec mens mibs, nec color 

Certa ſede manet; bumor et in genas 
Furtim [abitur, arguens | 
Qu dm lentis pemtits macerer ignibus. 
e Od. xIII. LIB, 1. 


Telephi 


When Telephus his youthful charms, 
His roſy neck and winding arms, 
With endleſs rapture you recite, 
And in the pleaſing name delight; 
My hart, inflam'd hy jealous heats, 
Wirk numberleſs reſentments beats, 
Prom rrry pale cheek the colour flies, 
And all the man within me dies: 
By turns my hidden grief appears 
In riſing ſighs and falling tears, 
That ſhew too well the warm deſires, 
The ſilent, flow, conſuming fires, 
M hich on my inmoſt Vitals prey, 
And melt my very ſoul away, 


The jealous man is not indeed angry 
if you diſlike another: but if you find 
thoſe faults nich are to be found inhis 
own character, you diſcover not only 
your diſlike of another, but of himſelf. 
In thort, he is ſo deſirous of ingroſſing 
all your love, that he is grieved at the 
want of any charm, which he believes 
has power to raiſe it; and if he finds by 
your cenſures on others, that he is not 
lo agreeable in your opinion as he might 
be, he naturally concludes you could 
love him better if he had other qualifi- 
cations, and that by conſequence your 
affection does not rite ſo high as he 
thinks it ought. If, therefore, his tem- 
per be grave or ſullen, you muſt not be 
too much pleaſed with a jeſt, or tranſ- 
ported with any thing that is gay or di- 
verting. If his beauty be none of the 
beſt, you muſt be a profeſſed admirer 
of prudence, or any other quality he is 
maſter of, or at leaſt vain enough to 
think he is. e 1 
In the next place, you muſt be ſure 
to be free and open in your converſation 
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working imagination immediately takes 


- Tf both the methods fail, the beſt 


barous pleaſure in the jealouſy of thoſe 


_ ealineſs. 


turn with all the contempt and ſcorn that 


and work out of his mind all thoſe tears 


knowledge, or becauſe he will be apt 


in cooling your love towards him, or 


with him, and to let in light upon your 
actions, to unravel all your deſigns, and 
diſcover every ſecret, however trifling or 
indifferent. A jealous huſband has a 
particular averhon to winks and whiſ. 
pers, and if he does not ſee to the bot. 
tom of every thing, will be ſure to go 
beyond it in his' tears and ſuſpicions, 
He will always expect to be your chief 
confident, and where he finds himſelf 
kept out of a ſecret, will believe there 
is more in it than there ſhould be. And 
here it is of great concern, that you pre- 
ſerve the character of your ſincerity uni- 
form and of a piece: for if he once finds 
a falſe gloſs put upon any ſingle action, 
he quickly ſpe s all the reſt; his 


a falſe hint, and runs off with it into 
ſeveral remote conſequences, until he 
has proved very ingenious in working 
out his own miſery. 


way will be to let him ſee you are much 
caſt down and afflicted for the ill opinion 
he entertains of you, and the diſquie- 
tutles he himſelf ſuffers for your ſake. 
There are many who take a kind of bar. 


who love them, and inſult over an ak- 
ing heart, and triumph in their chars 
which are able to excite ſd much un- 


Ardeat ipſa licet, rormintis gaud-t amantit, 
| Jo. SAT. vi. VER, 208. 
Though equal pains her peace of mind deſtroy, 
A lover's torments give her ſpiteful joy. 
But theſe often carry the humour lo far, 
until their affected coldneſs and indifte- 
rence quite kills all the fondneſs of _ 
lover, and are then ſure to meet in their 


1s due to fo inlolent a behaviour. On 
the contrary, it is very probable a me- 
lancholy, dejected carriage, the uſual 
effects of injured innocence, may ſoften 
the jealous huſband into pity, make 
him ſenſible of the wrong he does you, 


a. A ſuſpicions that make you both un- 
happy. At leaſt it will have this good 
effect, that he will keep his jealouſy to 
himſelf, and repine in private, either 
becauſe he is ſenſible it is a weakneſs, 
and will therefore hide it from your 


to fear ſome ill effe& it may produce, 


diverting it to another. 
1 INT | There 


caſion of growing jea 


with this 


ſummoned Herod into E 


liereck, and which is often praftiſed by 
women of reater cunnmg than virtue. 
This is to change ſides for a white with 
the jeatous man, and to turn his own 

on upon himſelf; to take ſame oc- 


to. follow the example he himſelf hath 


» 


ſet you. This, counterfeited jealouſy 


will bring him a 1 deal of pleaſure, 
if he thinks it real; 177 he e ex- 
verimentalky how much love goes alon 
ag u f. on, and will beſides he 
ſornethinig tne the fatisfaftion of re- 
venge in f ou undergo 091 
tortures. Bat this, indeed, is an artifi, 
ſo difficult, and at the ſame time fo dif- 
ingenndüs, that it ought never to be 
put in practice but by ſuch as have {Kill 
enough to cover the deceit, and inno- 
cence to render it excuſable. 


I ell conclude this .effay with the 


erod and Mariamne, as I 


ſtory of 5 
have collected it out of Joſephus; which 


| may ſerve almoſt as an example to what- 


ever can be ſaid on this ſubjett. _ 
Mariamne had all the charms that 
beauty, birth, wit, and youth, could 
give a woman; and Herod all the love 
that ſuch charms are able to raiſe in a 
warm and gr _ diſpoſition, In the 
midſt of this his fondneſs for Mariamne, 
he put her brother to death, as he did 


her father not many years. after. The 
barbarity, of the action was repreſented 


to Mark Antony, who immediately 
ypt, to anſwer 
for the crime that was there laid to his 
charge. Herod attributed the ſummons 
to Antony*s deſire for Mariamne, whom 
therefore, before his departure, he Et 
into the cuſtody of his uncle Joleph, 
with private * to put her to death, 
if any ſuch violence was offered to him- 


ſelf, This Joſeph was much delighted 


with Mariamne's converſation, and en- 
deavoured with a his art and rhetoric, 
to ſet out the exceſs of Herod's paſſion 
for her; but when he ſtill found her cold 
and incredulous, he inconſiderately told 
her, as a certain inſtance of her lord's 
affection, the private orders he had left 


behind him, which plainly ſhewed, ac- 
cording to Joſeph's interpretation, that 
he could neither live nor die without 


her. This barbarous inſtance of a wild 


| unreaſonable paſſion quite put out, for 


a time, thoſe little remains of affection 
the Rill had for her lord: her thoughts 


„„ err: 333 
Tuere is Rll mother ſectet that can 
never fail, if you can once get it be- 


lous of him, and 


ig you. undergo all his own 
Ke 


were ſo wholly taken up with the cruelty 
of his orders, that ſhe could not con- 


fider the kindneſs that produced them, 
and therefore repreſented him in her 


imagination, rather under the frightful 
idea of a murderer than a lover. He- 
rod was at length acquitted and diſmiſſed 
kf Mark, Antony, when his ſout was 
all in flames for his Mariamne ; but be- 


fore their meeting, he was not a little 
alarmed at the report he had heard of 
his uncle's converſation and familiarity 


with her in his abſence. This, there- 
fore, was the firſt diſcourſe he enter- 
tained her with, in which ſhe found it 
no ealy matter to quiet his ſuſpicions, 


But at laſt he appeared fo well ſatisfied 


of her innocence, that from reproaches 
and wranglings he fell to tears and em- 


braces. *Both of them wept very ten- 


derly at their reconciliation, and Herod 


poured out his whole ſoul to her in the 
warmeſt proteſtations of love and con- 
ſtancy; when amidſt all his fighs and 
languiſhings ſhe aſked him, whether the 
private orders he left with his uncle 
Joſeph were an inſtance of ſuch an in- 


flamed affection. The jealous king 


was immediately rouſed at ſo unexpe&- 
ed a queſtion, and concluded his uncle 
_ mult have been too familiar with her, 
before he would have diſcovered fuck a 
ſecret. In ſhort, he put his uncle to 
death, and very difficultly prevailed upon 


himſelf to ſpare Mariamne. 


journey into Egypt, when he committed 


his lady to the care of Sohemus, with N 
the ſame private orders he had before 
given his uncle, if any miſchief befel 


him. In the mean while Mariamne ſo 
won upon Sohemus by her preſents and 
obliging converſation, that ſhe drew all 


the ſecret from him, with which Herott 
had intruſted him; ſo that after his re- 
turn, when he flew to her with all the 


tranſports of joy and love, fhie receiv d 
him coldly with ſighs and tears, and all 
the marks of indifference and averſion. 


This reception ſo ſtirred up his indig- 


nation, that he had certainly flain her 


with his own hands, bad not he feared 


he himſelf ſhould have become the 
greater ſufferer by it.. It was not long 
after this, when he had another violent 
return; of love upon him; Mariamne 
was therefore ſent for to him, whom he 


endeavoured to ſoften and reconcile with 
all poſſible conjugal careſſes and endear- 


ments; but ſhedeclinedhis embraces,and 


al Wer ed | 
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After this he was forced on a ſecond 
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anſwered all his fondneſs with bitter in- 
veRivesfor the death of her father and her 


brother. This behaviour ſo incenſed He- 
rod, that he very hardly refrained from 


ſtriking her; when in the heat of their 
quarrel there came ina witneſs, ſuborned 
by ſome of Mariamne's enemies, who ac- 
culed her to the king of a deſign to poi- 


_ fon him. Herod was now prepared to 
hear any thing in her prejudice, and 


immediately ordered her ſervant to be 


ſtretched upon the rack: who in the ex- 


tremity of his tortures confeſt, that his 
miſtreſs's averſion to the king aroſe from 
ſomething Sohemus had told her; but 


as for any deſign of poiſoning, he utter- 


ly diſowned the leaſt knowledge of it. 
This confeſſion quickly proved fatal to 


Sohemus, who now lay under the ſame 
ſuſpicions and ſentence that Joſeph had 
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before him on the like occaſhon, Nor 


would Herod reſt here ; but accuſed her 


with great vehemence of a deſign upon 
his life, and by his authority with the 
judges had her publicly condemned and 
executed. Herod ſoon after her death 
| grew melancholy and dejected, retiring 
from the public adminiſtration of affairs 
into a ſolitary foreſt, and there aban. 
doning himſelf to all the black confide- 
rations, which naturally ariſe from a 
paſſion made up of love, remorſe, pity, 


and deſpair. He uſed to rave for his 


Mariamne, and, to call upon her in 
his diſtracted fits; and in all probability 
would ſoon have followed her, had not 


his thoughts been ſeaſonably called off 
from ſo tad an object by public ſtorms, 


which at that time very nearlygþreaten- 


* 


Ne CLXXII. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17. 


Now SOLUM SCIENTIA, QUE EST REMOTA A JUSTITIA, CALLIDITAS bo- 
 TIUS QUAM SAPTENTIA EST APPELLANDA ; VERUM ETIAM ANIMUS PARA- 

Tus AD PERICULUM, SI SUA 'CUPIDITATE,' NON UTILITATE COMMUNI, 
 IMPELLITURy AuDACIX, POTIUS NOMEN HABEAT, QUAM FORTITUDINIS.— _ 


 PLzATo: APUD Tur. 


AS KNOWLEDGE, WITHOUT JUSTICF,, OUGHT, TO BE. CALLED, CUNNING, 
| RATHER THAN WISDOM 3 s A MIND PREPARED TO MEET DANGER, Ir Ex- 
CITED BY IT'S OWN EAGERNESSy AND NOT THE PUBLIC cob, DESERVES 


HERE can be no greater injury 
| to human ſociety than that good 
talents among men ſhould, be held ho- 
nourable to thoſe who are endowed with 


them without any regard how they are 
applied. The gifts of nature and ac- 


compliſhments of art are valuable but as 
they are exerted in the intereſts of vir- 


tue, or governed by the rules of honour. 


We ought to abſtract our minds from 
the obſervation of any excellence in thoſe 
we converſe with, until we have taken 
ſome notice, .or received ſame good in- 
formation of the diſpoſition of their 


minds; otherwiſe the beauty of their 
_ perſons, or the charms of their wit, may 
make us fond of thoſe whom our reaſon 


and judgment will tell us we ought. to 
abhor. 1 hoe 


When we ſuffer ourſelves to be thus 
carried away by mere beauty, or mere 
wit, Omniamante, with all her vice, will 


bear away as niuch of our good-will as 
the moſt innocent virgin or diſcreeteſt 


matron; and there cannot be a more ab- 


— 2 — — — 


THE NAME OF AUDACITY. RATHER THAN OF COURAGE. Ct gin 


ject ſlavery in this world than to dote 


upon what we think we. ought to con- 


demn: yet this muſt be our condition in 
all the parts of life, if we ſuffer our- 


ſelves to approve any thing but what 
tends to the promotion of what is good 
and honourable. If we would take true 


po swith ourſelves to conſider all things 
y the light of reaſon and juſtice, though 
a man were in the hei gth of youth, and a- 


morous inclinations, he would look upon 


a coquette with the ſame contempt or 


indifference as he would upon a cox- 
comb: the wanton carriage in a woman 
would diſappoint her of the admiration 
. which ſhe aims at; and the vain dreſs or 


diſcourſe of a man would deſtroy the 
comelineſs of his ſhape, or goodneſs of 


his underſtanding. I ſay the goodnels 
of his underſtanding, for it is no leſs 


common to ſee men of ſenſe commence 
coxcombs, than beautiful women be- 


come immodeſt. When this happens in 
either, the favour we are naturally in- 


clined to give to the good qualities 5 
Wo : aye 


— * — 
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have from nature ſhould abate in pro- 
portion. But however juſt it 1s to mea- 
ſure the value of men by the application 
of their talents, and not by the emi- 
nence of thoſe qualities abſtracted from 
their uſe ; I ſay, however juſt ſuch a 
way of judging is, in all ages as well 
as this, the contrary has prevailed upon 
the generality of mankind, How many 
lewd devices have been preſerved from 
one age to another, which had periſhed 
as ſoon as they were made, if painters 
and ſculptors had - been efteemed as 
much for the purpole as for the execu- 
tion of their deſigns? Modeſt and well- 
governed imaginations have by this 
means loſt the repreſentations of ten 
tnouſand charming portraitures, filled 


with images of innate truth, generous 


zeal, courageous faith, and tender hu- 
manity; inſtead of which, ſatyrs, furies, 
and monſters, are recommended by thoſe 
arts to a ſhametul eternity. 

The unjuſt application of laudable 
talents, is tolerated in the general opi- 
nion of men, not only in ſuch caſes as 
are here mentioned, but alſo in matters 
* which concern ordinary life. If alawyer 
were to be eſteemed only as he uſes his 
parts in contending for juſtice, and 
were immediately deſpicable when he 


appeared in a cauſe which he could not 
but know was an unjuſt one, how ho-- 


nourable would his character be ? and 
how honourable is it in ſuch among us, 
who follow the profeſſion no otherwiſe, 


than as labouring to 3 the injured, 


to ſubdue the oppreſſor, to impriſon the 


careleſs debtor, and do right to the pain- 


ful artificer; but many of this excellent 
character are overlooked by the greater 
number; who affect covering a weak 
place in a client's title, diverting the 
courſe of an inquiry, or finding a ſkil- 

ful refuge to palliate a falſehood; yet it 
is ſtill called eloquence in the latter, 
though thus unjuſtly employed : but re- 
folution in an aſſalſin is according to 


reaſon quite as laudable, as knowledge 


nnd wiſdom exerciſed in the defence of 
an ill cauſe. „ TO 
Mere the intention ſtedfaſtly conſi- 


dered, as the meaſure of approbation, 
all falſehood would ſoon be out of coun- 


tenance: and an addreſs in impoſing 


upon mankind, would be as contempti- 
ble in one ſtate of life as another. A 
couple of courtiers making profeſſions 
of eſteem, would make the ſame figure 


after breach of promiſe, as two knights 


” 


of the poſt convicted of perjury. But 
converſation is fallen ſo low in point of 
morality, that as they ſay in a bargain 


—* Let the buyer look to it;* ſo in 


friendſhip, he is the man in danger who 
is moſt apt to believe: he is the more 
likely to ſuffer in the commerce, who 
begins with the obligation of being the 
more ready to enter into it. 

But thoſe men only are truly great, 
who place their ambition rather in ac- 


quiring to themſelves the conſcience of 


worthy enterpriſes, than in the proſpe& 
of glory which attends them. Theſe 
exalted ſpirits would rather be ſecretly 
the authors of events which are ſervice- 
able to mankind, than, without being 


ſuch, to have the public fame of it. 


Where therefore an eminent merit is 


robbed by artifice or detraction, it does 


but increaſe by ſuch endeavours of it's 


enemies: the impotent pains which are 
taken to ſully it, or diffuſe it among a 
crowd to the injury of a ſingle perion, 


will naturally produce the contrary ef- 


fect; the fire will blaze out, and burn 
up all that attempt to ſmother what. 


they cannot extinguiſh, 


There is but one thing neceſſary to 


keep the poſſeſſion of true glory, which 
is, to hear the oppoſers of it with pa- 
tience, and preſerve the virtue by which 


it was acquired. When a man is tho- 


roughly perſuaded that he ought neither 


to admire, wiſh for, or purſue any thing 
but what is exactly his duty, it is not 


in the power of ſeaſons, perſons or ac- 


cidents, to diminiſh his value. He only 
is a great man who can neglect the ap- 


plauſe of the multitude, and enjoy him- 


ſelt independent of it's favour. This 
is indeed an arduous talk ; but it ſhould 
comfort a glorious ſpirit that it is the 


higheſt ſtep to-which human nature can 
arrive. 17 

tion, are dear to the mind of man; but 
it is ſtill a more exquiſite delight to ſay 


to yourſelf, you have done well, than 
to hear the whole human race pronounce 
you glorious, except you yourſelf can 
join with them in your on, reflections. 


A mind thus equal and uniform may be 


deſerted by little faſhionable admirers 


and followers, but will ever be had in 
reverence by ſouls like itſelf. The 


branches of the oak endure all the ſea- 


ſons of the year, though it's leaves fall 
off in autumn; and theſe too will be re- 


ſtored-with the returning ſpring. = 6 : 
„„ 5 8: MI COL, 
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N CLXXII. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18. 


——REMOVE FERA MONSTRAy"TUZQUE | 
SAXIFICOS vu TUS, QUACUNQUE EA, TOLLF. MEDUSE, 


Ovi. Mr. LIB. V, VER, 216, 


REMOVE THAT HORRID MONSTER,” AND TAKE HENCE 
MEDUSA'S PETRIFYING COUN TENANCE,' | 


Þ a late paper T mentioned the pro- 


ject of an ingenious author for the 
exrecting of ſeveral handieraft prizes to 
be contended for by our Britiſh-artiſans,. 


and the influence they might have to- 


wards the improvement of our ſeveral 


manufactures. I have ſince that been 
very much ſurpriſed with the following 


advertiſement which I find in the Poſt- 


Boy of the eleventh inſtant, and again 
repeated in the Poſt- Boy ot the fifteenth. 


N the ninth of Oftober next will be 


run for upon Coleſhill Heath in 


Warwickfhire, a plate of fix guineas va- 
lue, three heats, by any horſe, mare, or 
_ gelding, that hath not won above the 
value of five pounds, the winning horſe 
to be ſold for ten pounds, to carry ten. 
ſtone weight, if fourteen hands high; if 
above or under, to carry or be allowed 
weight for inches, and to be entered 
Friday the fifteenth at the Swan in Cole- 
2 of leſs value to be run for by 
aſſes. The ſame day a gold ring to be 
_ grinned for by men. nn 


The firſt of theſe diverſions that is to 
be exhibited by the ten pounds race- 


horles, my probably have it's uſe; but 


the two laſt in which the aſſes and men 
are concerned, ſeem to me altogether ex- 
traordinary and unaccountable. Why 
they ſhould keep running aſſes at Cole- 
hill, or how making mouths turns to 
account in Warwiekſhire, more than 
in any other parts of England, I eannot 
comprehend. I have looked over all 
the olympick games, and do not find 


any thing in them like an aſs-race, or a 
However it de, I 


match at grinning. 
am informed that ſeveral aſſes are now 
kept in body- clothes, and ſweated every 
morning upon the heath, and that all 


the country-fellows within ten miles 
of the Swan, grin an hour or two in 
their glaſſes every morning, in order 
to qualify themſelves for the ninth of 


October. The prize, which is propoſed 


flill, before fix in the evening. Allo 


to be grinned for, has raiſed ſue} an 
ambition among the common- people of 
out-grinning one another, that many 
very diſcerning. perſons are afraid it 
ſiould- ſpoil moſt of the faces in the 
country; and that a Warwickſhire man 
will be known by his grin, as Roma" 
Catholics imagine a Kentiſh man 1s by 
his tail. The gold ring which is made 
the prize of deformity; is juſt the reverſe 
of the golden apple that was formerly 
made the prize of beauty, and ſhould 
carry for it's poſy the old motto in- 
verted, 5 


Detur tetriors.. 
Or to accommodate it to the capacity 
of the combatants, | 


The frightfull'ſt grinner 
Be the winner. 


In the mean while I would adviſe 2 
Dutch painter to be preſent at this great 
controverſy of faces, in order to make 
a collection of the moſt remarkable 
grins that ſhall there be exhibited. 

I ͤ muſt not here omit. an account 
which I lately received of one of thele 
orinning-matchesfrom a gentleman, who 
upon reading the above-mentioned ad. 
vertiſement, entertained the coffee-houſe 
with the following narrative, Upon the 
taking of Namure, amidſt other public 
rejoicings made on that occaſion, there 
was a gold ring given by a whig juſtice 
of peace to be grinned for. The fit 
competitor that entered the lifts, was 2 
black ſwarthy Frenchman, who acci- 
dentally paſſed that way, and being 2 
man naturally of a withered look, and 
hard features, promiſed hunſelf good 
ſucceſs. He was placed upon a table in 
the great point of view, and looking 
upon the companylike Milton's Death 


| Grinn'd horribly a ghaſtly ſmile—— 


His muſcles were ſo drawn togethe: 


on each ſide of his face, that he ſhewed 
twenty teeth at a grin, and 


put the 
country 
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country in ſome pain, leſt a foreigner 


Thould carry away the honour of the day; 


but upon a farther trial they found he 
was maſter only of the merry grin. 
The next that mounted the table was 
a malecontent in thoſe days, and a great 
maſter in the whole art ot grinning, but 
articularly excelled in the angry grin. 
He did his part ſo well, that he is ſaid 
to have made half a dozen women miſ- 
carry; but the juſtice being appriſed by 
one who ſtood near him, that the fellow 
who grinned in his face was a Jacobite, 
and being unwilling that a diſaffected 
perſon ſhould win the gold ring, and 
be looked upon as the beſt grinner in 
the country, he ordered the oaths to be 
tendered unto him upon his quitting the 
table, which the grinner refuſing, he 
was ſet aſide, as an unqualified perſon. 
There were ſeveral other groteſque fi- 
gures that preſented themſelves, which 
it would be too tedious to deſcribe. I 
muſt not however omit a ploughman, 
who lived in the farther part of the 


country, and being very lucky in a pair 


of Jong lanthorn jaws, wrung his face 
into ſuch an hideous grimace, that every 
feature of it appeared under a different 
diſtortion. The whole company ſtood 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch a complicated grin, 
and were ready to aſſign the prize to 


him, kad it not been proved by one of 


his antagoniſts, that he had practiſed 
with verjuice. for ſome days before, and 
had a crab found upon him at the very 
time of grinning; upon which the beſt 
judges of grinning declared it as their 
opinion, that he was not to be looked 
upon as a fair grinner, and therefore or- 
dered him to be ſet aſide as a cheat. 

The prize it ſeems fell at length upon 


Tux SPECTATOR. — 


a cobler, Giles Gorgon by name, who 


produced ſeveral new grins of his own 
invention, having been uſed to cut faces 
for many years together over his laſt. 
At the very firſt grin he caſt every hu- 
man ature out of his countenance, at 
the ſecond he became the face of a ſpout, 
at the third a baboon, at the fourth the 
head of a baſs viol, and at the fifth a 
pair of nut-crackers. The whole aſ- 


ſembly wondered at his accompliſh- 


ments, and beſtowed the ring on him 


unanimoufly; but, what he eſteemed : 


more than all the reſt, a country wench, 
whom he had wooed in vain for above 


five years before, was ſo charmed with 


his grins, and the applauſes which he 
received on all ſides, that ſhe married 


him the weck following, and to this day 


wears the prize upon her finger, the 


cobler having made uſe of it as his wed- 


ding-ring. Re: 
This paper might perhaps ſeem very 
impertinent, if it grew ſeriqus in the 


concluſion. I would nevertheleſs leave 


it to the conſideration of thoſe who are 


the patrons of this monſtrous trial of 
ſkill, whether or no they are not guilty, ' 
in ſome meaſure, of an affront to their 


ſpecies, intreating after this manner the 
Human Face Divine, and turning that 
part of us, which has ſo great an image 


impreſſed upon it, into the image of a 
monkey; whether the raiſing ſuch filly 


competitions among the ignorant, pro- 


poſing prizes for tuch uſeleſs accom- 


pliſhments, filling the common people's 
heads with ſuch ſenſeleſs ambitions, and 


inſpiring them with ſuch abſurd ideas af 


ſuperiority and pre-eminence, has not in 


it ſomething immoral as well as ridi- 


29 


culous. 
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HEC MEMINI ET VICTUM FRUSTRA CONTENDERE THYRSIN _ 


THESE RHYMES I DID TO MEMORY COMMEND, „ 
WHEN VANQUISH'D THYK51S DID IN VAIN CONTENDs DRY DER. 


HERE is ſcarce any thing more 
1 common than animoſities between 
parties that cannot ſubſiſt but by their 
greement: this was well repreſented in 
the ſedition of the members of the hu- 
man body in the old Roman fable. It 
33 often the caſe of leſſer confederate 


VIS. EcL. VII, ven, bg, 4 


ſtates againſt a ſuperior power, wkich 


are hardly held together, though their 


unanimity is neceſſary for their com- 


mon ſafety: and this is always the caſe 
of the landed and trading intereſt of 
Great Britain : the trader is fed by the 
product of the land, and the landed 
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man cannot be cloathed but by the ikill 
of the trader; and yet thoſe intereſts are 
ever jarring. : 

We had laſtwinter an inſtance of this 
at our club, in Sir Roger de Coverley 
and Sir Andrew Freeport, between 

whom there is en l a conſtant, 
though friendly, oppoſition of opinions. 
It happened that one of the company, 


in an hiſtorical diſcourſe, was obſerving, 
that Carthaginian faith was a proverbial. 


phraſe to intimate breach of leagues. 
Sir Roger ſaid it could hardly be other- 
wiſe; that the Carthaginians were the 
greateſt traders in the world; and as 
gain is the chief end of ſuch a people, 
they never purſue any other: the means 
to it are never regarded; they will, if 
it comes eaſily, get money honeſtly; but 
if not, they inn ſeruple to attain it 
by fraud or cozenage: and indeed, 
what is the whole buſineſs of the trader's 


Account, but to over-reach him who 


truſts to his memory? But were that not 
fo, what can there great and noble be 
expected from him whole attention is 


far ever fixed upon balancing his books, 


and watching over his expences? And 
at beſt, let frugality and parſimony be 


the virtues of the merchant, how much 


is his punctual dealing below a gentle- 


man's charity to the poor, or hoſpitali- 


ty among his neighbours? _ 
Nis: mp Sentry obſerved Sir Andrew 
very diligent in hearing Sir Roger, and 


had a mind to turn the difcourſe, by 


taking notice in general, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt parts of human ſociety, 
there was a ſecret, though unjuſt, way 
among men, of indulging the ſeeds of 

ill. nature and'envy, by comparing their 
_ "own ſtate of life ta that of another, and 
grudging the approach of their neigh- 
bour to their own happineſs; and on 
the other fide, he who is the leſs at his 
eaſe, repines at the other, who he thinks 
has unjuſtly the advantage over him. 


Thus the civil and military liſts look 
upon each other with much ill nature; 


the ſoldier repines at the courtier's pow- 


er, and the courtier rallies the ſoldier's. 


Honour; or, to come to lower inſtances, 


the private men in the horſe and foot of 


an army, the carmen and coachmen in 
the city ſtreets, mutually look upon 
krach other with ill-will, when they are 
in competition for quarters or the way 
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tempt toturn the diſcourſe if you think 
fit; but I muſt however have a word 


or two with Sir Roger, who, I fee, 


thinks he has paid me off, and been 
very ſevere upon the merchant, ] 
ſhallnot,* continued he, at this time 
remind Sir Roger of the great and 
noble monuments of charity and pub. 
lic ſpirit, which have been erected b 
merchants ſince the Reformation, but 
at preſent content myſelf with what 
he allows us, parſimony and frugality. 
If it were conſiſtent with the quality 
of ſo ancient a baronet as Sir Lage 
to keep an account, or meaſure things 
by the moſt infallible way, that of 
numbers, he would prefer our parſi. 
mony to his hofpitality. If to drink 
ſo many hogſheads is to be hoſpitable, 
we do not contend for the tame of 
that virtue; but it would be worth 
while to conſider, whether fo many 
artificers at work ten days together 
by my appointment, or fo many pea. 
ſants made merry on Sir Roger's 
charge, are the men mare obliged? 1 
believe thefamilies of the artificerswill 
thank me, more than the houſhold of 
the peaſants ſhall Sir Roger. Sir Ro. 
ger gives to his men, but I place mine 
above the neceſſity or obligation of my 
bounty. TI am in very little pain for 
the Roman proverb upon the Car- 
thaginian traders ; the Romans were 
their profeſſed enemies: I am only 
ſorry no Carthaginian hiſtories have 
come to our hands; we might have 
been taught perhaps by them ſome 
proverbs againſt the Roman generoh- 
ty, in fighting for and beſtowing other 
people's goods. But ſince Sir Roger 
has taken occaſion from an old pro- 
verb to be out of humour with mer- 
chants, it ſhould be no offence to offer 
one not quite ſo old in their detence. 
When a man happens to break in 
Holland, they ſay of him that “ he 
& has not kept true accounts. This 
« phraſe, perhaps among us would ap- 
pear a ſoft or humorous way of peak 
ing, but with that exact nation it 
bears the higheſt reproach; for a man 
to be miſtaken in the calculation of 
his expence, in his ability to anſwer 
future demands, or to be impertinent- 
ly ſanguine in putting his credit to 
too great adventure, are all inſtances 


x in their reſpective motions. of as much infamy as with gayer na- 
j It is very well, good captain, in- „tions to be failing in courage or com- 
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# bleman; and even the nobleman is 
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Numbers are ſo much the meaſure 
of every thing that is valuable, that it 
is not poffible to demonſtrate the ſuc- 
ceſs of any action, or the prudence of 
any undertaking, without them. I ſay 
this in anſwer to what Sir Roger is 
pleaſed to ſay, that little that is truly 
noble can be expected from one who 
is ever poring on the caſn- book, or 
balancing his accounts. When I 


have my returns from abroad, I can 


tell to a ſhilling, by the help of num- 
bers, the profit or loſs by my adven- 
ture; but I onght allo to be able to 


ſhew that I had reaſon for making it, 


either from my own experience, or 
that of other people, or from a reaſon- 
able preſumption that my returns will 
be ſuthcient to anſwer my expence and 
hazard; and this is never to be done 
without the ſkill of numbers. For 
inſtance, if I am to trade to Turkey, 
I ought beforehand to know the de- 
mand of our manufactures there, as 
well as of their ſilks in England, and 
the cuſtomary prices that are given 
for both in each country. I ought to 
have a clear knowledge of theſe mat- 
ters beforehand, that I may preſume 


upon ſufficient returns to anſwer the 
charge of the cargo I have fitted out, 


the freight and aſſurance out and 
home, the cuſtoms to the Queen, and 
the intereſt of my own money, and 
beſides all theſe expences, a reaſon- 
able profit to myſelf. Now what is 
there of ſcandal in this ſkill > What 
has the merchant done that he ſhould 
be fo little in'the good graces of Sir 
Roger? He throws down no man's 
cloſures, and tramples upon no 
man's corn; he takes nothing from 
the induſtrious labourer; he pays the 
poor man for his work ; he commu- 
nicates his profit with mankind; by 
the preparation of his cargo, and the 


manufacture of his returns, he fur- 


niſhes employment and ſubſiſtence to 
greater numbers than the richeſt no- 
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obliged to him for finding out foreign 
markets for the produce of his eſtate, 
and for making a great addition to 
his rents ; and yet it 1s certain, that 
none of all theſe things could be done 
by him without the exerciſe of his 
{kill in numbers. „„ Les 

© This is the ceconomy of the mer- 
chant ; and the conduct of the gentle- 
man muſt be the ſame, unleſs b 
{corning to be the ſteward, he reſolves 
the ſteward ſhall be the gentleman. 
The gentleman, no more than the mer- 


chant, is able, without the help of 


numbers, to account for the ſucceſs of 
any action, or the prudence of any 
adventure. If, for inſtance, the chace 
1s his whole adventure, his only re- 


turns mult be the ſtag's horns in the 
great hall, and the fox's noſe upon 


the ſtable door. Without doubt Sir 


Roger knows the full value of theſe 


returns; and if beforehand he had 
computed the charges of the chace, a 


gentleman of his diſcretion would cer- 


tainly have hanged up all his dogs, 


he would never have brought back ſo 
aue, fine horſes to the kennel, he 
d never have gone ſo often, like 


wou 


a blaſt over fields of corn. It ſuch 
too had been the conduct of all his 


anceſtors, he might truly have boaſted 
at this day, that the antiquity of his 
family had never been ſullied by a 
trade; a merchant had never been per- 
mitted with his whole eſtate to pur- 
chaſe a room for his picture in the 
gallery of the Coverleys, or to claim 
his deſcent from the maid of honour, 


But it is very happy for Sir Roger that 
the merchant paid ſo dear for his am- 
bition. It is the misfortune of many 
other gentlemen to turn out of the 


ſeats ot their anceſtors, to make way 
for ſuch new maſters as have been 

more exact in their accounts than 
themſelves ; and certainly he deſerves 
the eſtate a great deal better, who has 
got it by his induſtry, than he who - 


as Joſt it by his negligence." 
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THE SPECTATOR. 


Ne CLXXV. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 


PROXIMUS A TECTIS 1IGNIT5 DEFENDITUR Rx. 


TO SAVE YOUR HOUSE FROM NEIGHB'RING FIRE IS HARD. 


IT Shall this day entertain my readers 

with two or three letters I have re- 
ceived from my correſpondents: the firſt 
diſcovers to me a ſpecies of temales 
which have hithertoeſcaped my notice, 
and is as follows. | 5 


/ 
/ 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 


tant fortune, and a ſufficient taſte of 
learning, to ſpend five or ſx hours every 
day very agreeably among my books. 
That I might have nothing to divert me 
from my ſtudies, and to avoid the noiſes 
of coachmen and chairmen, I have taken 
lodgings ina very narrow ſtreet not far 
from Whitehall; but it is my misfor— 
tune to be ſo poſted, that my lodgings 


are directly oppoſite to thoſe jof a Jeze- 
bel. You are to know, Sir, that a je- 


zebel (io called by the neighbourhood 
from diſplaying her pernicious charms 


at her window)appears conſtantlydreſſed 


at her faſh, and has a thouſand little 
tricks and focleries toattract the eyes of 
all the idle young fellows in the neigh- 
bourhood. I have feen more than fix 
perſons at once from their ſeveral win- 
dows obſerving the Jezebel I am now 
complaining of. I at firſt looked on 
her myſelf with the higheſt contempt, 


could divert myſelf with her airs for 


half an hour, and afterwards take up 
my Plutarch with great tranquillity of 
mind; but was a little vexed to find that 
in leſs than a month ſhe had conſidera- 
bly ſtolen upon my time, ſo that I re- 
ſolved to look at her no more. But the 
Jexebel, who, as I ſuppoſe, might think 
it a diminution to her honour, to have 
the number of her gazers leſſened, re- 
| ſolved not to part with me ſo, and be- 
gan to play ſo many new tricks at her 
window, that it was impoſſible for me 
to forbear obſerving her. I verily be- 
lieve ſhe put herſelf to the expence of a 


new wax-baby on purpoſe to plague me; 


| ſhe uſed to dandle and play with this 
figure as impertinently as if it had been 
a real child : ſometimes ſhe would let 


fall a glove or a pin-culhion in the ſtreet, 


Ovi. REM. Am. v. 625. 
FATLK, 


and ſhut or open her caſement three or 
four times in a minute. When I had 
almoſt weaned myſelf from this, ſhe 
came in her ſhift-ſleeves, and dreſſed at 
the window. I had no way left but to 
let down my curtains, which I ſubmit. 


ted to though it conſiderably darkened 
2 my room, and was pleaſed to think that 
i I Am a young gentleman of a compe- 


J had at laſt got the better of her; but 
was ſupriſed the next morning to hear 
her talking out of her window quite 
croſs the ſtreet, with another woman 
that lodges oyer me: I am ſince informed, 
that ſhe made her a viſit, and got ac- 
quainted with her within three hours 
after the fall of my window curtains. 
Sir, I am plagued every moment in 
the day, one way or other, in my own 
chambers ; and the Jezebel has the ſa- 
tisfaction to know, that though I am 
not looking at her, I am liſtening to 
her impertinent dialogues that paſs over 
my head. I would immediately change 
my lodgings, but that I think it might 
look like a plain confeſſion that Iam 
conquered ; and beſides this, I am told 
that moſt quarters of the town are in- 
teſted with theſe creatures. If they 
are ſo, Iam ſure it is ſuch an abuſe, as 
a lover of learning and filence ought to 
take notice of, I am, Sir, 8 
| 5 Your's, &c. 


Jam afraid, by ſome lines in this let- 
ter, that my young ſtudent is touched 
with a diftemper which he hardly ſeems 
to dream of, and is too far gone in it to 
receive advice. However, I ſhall ani- 


madvert in due time on the abuſe which 


he mentions, having myſelf obſerved a 
neſt of Jezebels near the Temple, who 
make it their diverſion to draw vp the 
eyes of young Templars, that at the 


ſame time they may ſee them ſtumble in 


an unlucky gutter which runs under 
the window. | 


MR, SPECTATOR, 


1 Have lately read the concluſion of 


your forty-ſeventh ſpeculation upon 
Butts with great pleaſurc, and Were 
„ bps 
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inte been thoroughly perſuaded that 
one of thoſe gentlemen is extremely ne- 
ceſſary to enliven converſation. I had 
an entertainment laſt week upon the 
water for a lady to whom I make my 
addreſſes, with ſeveral of our friends of 
both ſexes. To divert the company in 
general, and to ſhew my miſtreſs in par- 
ticular, my genius for raillery, I took 
one of the molt celebrated Butts in town 
along with me. It is with the utmoſt 
ſhame and confuſion that I muſt ac- 
quaint you with the ſequel of my ad- 
venture : as ſoon as we were got into the 


my ill genius, who I verily believe in- 
ſpired him purely for my deſtruction, 
ſuggeſted to him ſucha reply, as got all 
the laughter on his fide. I was daſhed 
at ſo unexpected a turn; which the Butt 
perceiving, reſolved not to let me reco- 
ver myſelf, and purſuing his victory, 
rallied and toſſed me in a moſt unmer- 
ciful and barbarous manner until we 
came to Chelſea. I had ſome ſmall ſuc. 
ceſs while we were eating cheeſecakes: 
but coming home, he renewed his at- 
tacks with his former good-fortune, and 
equal diverſion to the whole company. 


that I was never ſo handled in all my 
life; and to compleat my misfortune, I. 
am ſince told that the Butt, fluſned with 


to the dear object of my wiſhes, ſo that 
Lam at once in danger of loſing all my 
pretenſions to wit, and my miſtreſs into 
the bargain. This, Sir, is a true ac- 
count of my preſent troubles, which you 
are the more obliged to aſſiſt me in, as 
jou were yourſelt in a great meaſure the 
cauſe of them, by recommending to us 
an inſtrument, and not inſtructing us at 
the ſame time how to play upon it. 

have been thinking whether it might 
not be highly convenient that all Butts 
mould wear an inſcription affixed to 


which ſide they are to be come at, and 
that if any of them are perſons of un- 
equal temper, there ſhould be ſome me- 
rod taken to inform the world at what 
time it 1s ſafe to attack them, and when 


mitting theſe matters to your more ſe- 
710us conſideration, I am, Sir, | 
| Your's, &c. 


 T have, indeed, ſeen and heard of ſe- 


eral youngzgentlemen-under the lame 


boat, I played a ſentence or two at my 
Butt which I thought very ſmart, when 


In ſhort, Sir, I muſt ingenuouſly own. 


his late victory, has made a viſit or two 


ſome part of their bodies, ſhewing on 


you had beſt let them alone. But, ſub- 
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misfortune with my preſent correſpon- 
dent. The beſt rule I can lay down 
for them to avoid the like calamities for 


the future, is thoroughly to conſider not 


only whether their companions are weak, 
but whether themſelves are wits. - 

The tollowing letter comes to me 
from Exeter, and being credibly in- 
formed that what 1t contains is matter 
of fact, I ſhall give it my reader as it 
was {ent me. | 


MR, SPEC TATOR, 


VO were pleaſed in a late lpec al- | 


+ tion to take notice Ot the inco 
venience we lie under in he country, n 
not being able to keep pace with thz 
faſhion : but there is ans ther misfortune- 
which we are ſubject te, and is no leſs 
grievous than the former, which has 
hitherto eſcaped your obſervation. I 
mean, the having things palmed upon 


us for London faſhions, which were 


never once heard of there, | 
A lady of this place had ſome time 


ſince a box of the neweſt ribbons ſent 


down. by the coach : whether it was 


her own malicious invention, or the 
wantonneſs of a London milliner, I am 


not able to inform yeu ; but among the 


reſt, there was one cherry-coloured rih- 
bon, conſiſting of about halt a dozen 


yards, made up in the figure of a {mall 


head-dreſs. The atorefaid lady had the 


aſſurance to affirm, amidſt a circle of 
female inquiſitors, who were preſent at 
the opening of the box, that this was the 


newelt faſhion worn at court. Ac- 
cordingly the next Sunday we had ſe- 


veral temales, who came to church with 
their heads drefſed wholly in ribbons, 
and laoked like fo many victims ready 
to be ſacrificed. This is ſtilla reigning 
mode among us. At the ſame time we 
have a ſet of gentlemen who take the 
liberty to appear in all public places 
without anybuttons to their coats, which 
they ſupply with ſeveral little ſilver 
haſps, though our freſheſt advices from 
London make no mention of any ſuck 


faſhion ; and we are ſomething ſhy of 


affording matter to the button-makers 
for a ſecond petition, _ 1 
What I would humbly propoſe to the 
public is, that there may be a /ociet 
erected in London, to conſiſt of the moſt 
{kiltul perſons of both ſexes, for the 


inſpection of modes and faſhions; and 


that hereafter no perſon or perſons ſhall. 
preſume to appear fingulatly habited in 
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any part of the country without a teſ- 
timonial from the aforeſaid ſociety, that 
their dreſs is anſwerable to the mode at 
London. By this means, Sir, we ſhall 
know a little whereabout we are. 

If you could bring this matter to 


TAE SPECTATOR. 


bear, you would very much oblige great 


numbers of your country friends, and 


amongſt the reſt, 
ſervant, ' 


X 


your very humblz 


Jack Moptrss, 


Ne CLXXVI. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 


PARVULA, PUMIL10, Nafixun, Ala, TOTA, MERUM SAL. 


A LITTLE, PRETTY, WITTY 


1 


oof © * 


HERE a in the following letter, 


matters F vhich I, a bachelor, con- 


rot be ſuppoſec to be acquainted with; 
therefore ſhall not pretend to explain 
upon it until far her conſideration, but 
leave the author of the epiſtle to expreſs 
his condition his »wn way. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


Do not deny but you appear in many 


of your papers to underſtand human 
life pretty well; but there are very many 


things which 45 cannot poſſibly have a 
bl 


true notion of, ina ſingle life; theſe are 
ſuch as reſpect the married ſtate ; other- 


wiſe I cannot account for your having 


overlooked a very good ſort of people, 


which are commonly called in ſcorn the 
Hen-peckt. You are to underſtand that 


T am one of thoſe innocent mortals who 
futfer derifion under that word, for be- 
ing governed by the beſt of wives. 


It would be worth your conſideration 
to enter into the nature of affection 


ittelf, and tell us, according to your 


philoſophy, why it is that our Dears 


mould do what they will with us, ſhall 
be froward, ill- natured, aſſuming, 


ſometimes whine, at others rail, then 


{woon away, then come to life, have the 
uſe of ſpeech to the greateſt fluency 

imaginable, and then nk away again, 
and all becauſe they fear we do not love 
them enough; that is, the poor things 
love us ſo heartily, that they cannot 


think it poſſible we ſhould be able to 


love them in ſo great a degree, which 
makes them take on lo. I ſay, Sir, a 
true good-natured man, whom rakes 
and libertines call Hen-peckt, ſhall fall 
into all theſe different moods with his 
dear life, and at the ſame time ſee they 
are wholly put on; and yet not be hard- 
| hearted enough to tell the dear good 
_ etcature that ſhe is an hypocrite. 


This ſort of good men ig yer y frequent 


LuRC. 1. iv. VER, 1155. 


CHARMING Suk! 


in the populous and wealthy city of 
London, and is the true Hen- peckt man; 
the kind creature cannot break through 
his kindneſſes ſo far as to come to an 
explanation with the tender ſoul, and 
therefore goes on to comfort her when 


nothing ails her, to appeaſe her when 


ſhe is not angry, and to give her his caſh 
when he knows ſhe does not want it; 


rather than be uneaſy for a whole month, 


which is computed by hard-hearted men 


the ſpace of time which a froward wo- 


man takes to come to herſelf, if you 
have courage to ſtand out. | 


There are indeed ſeveral other ſpecies 
of the Hen-peckt, and in my opinion 
they are certainly the beſt ſubjects the 
Queen has; and for that reaſon I take 
it to be your duty to keep us above 


_ contempt. | 


I do not know whether I make my- 


ſelf underſtood in the repreſentation of 


an hen-peckt life, but I ſhall take leave 
to give you an account of myſelf, and 
my own ſpouſe- You are to know that 
I am reckoned no fool, have on ſeveral 
occaſions been tried whether I will take 
ilLuſage, and the event has been to my 
advantage; and yet there is not ſuch a 
ſlave in Turkey as 1 am to my Dear. 
She has a good thare of wit, and is what 
you call a very pretty agreeable woman. 
J perfectly dote on her, and my atfec- 
tion to her gives me all the anxietics 
imaginable but that of jealouſy. My 
being thus confident of her, I take, as 
much as I can judge of my heart, to be 


the reaſon, that whatever ſhe. docs, 


though it be never ſo much againſt my 
inclination, there is ſtill left ſomething 
in her manner that is amiable. She 


will ſometimes look at me with an 3t- 


ſumed grandeur, and pretend to reſent 
that I'have not had reſpect enough for 
her opinion in ſuch an inſtance in com- 


pany. I cannot but {mile at the me, 
PanFe | 1 


anger ſhe is in, and then ſhe pretends ſhe 
js uſed like a child. In a word, our 

reat debate is, which has the ſuperio- 
rity in point of underſtanding, She is 
eternally forming an argument of de- 
bate; to which I very indolently an- 


(wer—* Thou art mighty pretty.* To 
this ſhe anſwers—* All the world but 


« you think I have as much ſenſe as 
© yourſelf,” I repeat to her, © Indeed 
you are pretty. Upon this there is no 
patience; ſhe will throw down any thing 
abont her, ſtamp and pull off her head- 
clothes. © Fy, my dear, fay I; © how 
© can a woman of your ſenſe fall into 


« ſuch an intemperate rage ?* This is an 
argument which never fails. © Indeed, 


« my dear, ſays ſhe, . you make me 


© mad ſometimes, ſo you do, with the filly 


© way you have of treating me like a 
© pretty idiot.” Well, what have I got 
by putting her into good humour? No- 
thing, but that I muſt convince her of 
my good opinion by my practice; and 
then J am to give her poſſeſſion of my 
little ready-money, and, for a day and 
a half following, diſlike all ſhe diſlikes, 


and extol every thing ſhe approves. I 
am ſo exquiſitively fond of this darling, 


that I ſeldom ſee any of my friends, am 
uneaſy in all companies until I ſee her 
again; and when I come home ſhe is 
in the dumps becauſe ſhe ſays ſhe is ſure 


I came ſo ſoon only becauſe I think her 


handſome, I dare not upon this occa- 
hon laugh ; but though I am one of the 


warmeſt churchmen in the kingdom, I 


am forced to rail at the times, becauſe 
ſhe is a violent whig. Upon this we 
talk politics ſo long, that ſhe is con- 
vinced T kiſs her for her wiſdom. It is 
a common practice with me to aſk her 
ſome queſtions concerning the conſtitu- 
tion, which ſhe anſwers me in general 
out of Harrington's Oceana: then I 
commend her ſtrange memory, and her 
arm is immediately locked in mine. 
While J keep her in this temper ſhe plays 
before me, ſometimes dancing in the 
midſt of the room, ſometimes ſtriking 
an air at her ſpinnet, varying her poſture 


* 


On 


TUR SPECTATOR. 


and her charms in ſuch a manner that I 


am in continual pleaſure : ſhe will play 
. the fool, if, I-allow.her to be wiſe; but 


if ſhe ſuſpe&ts I like her for trifling; ſhe 
immediately grows grave. "An. 

Theſe are'the toils in which I am 
taken, and I carry off my ſervitude as 


well as moſt men ; but my application 


to you is in behalf of the Hen-peckt in 
general, and I deſire a diſſertation from 


you in defence of us. Vou have, as I 


am informed, very good authorities in 
our favour, and hope you will not omit 
the mention of the renowned Socrates, 
and his philoſophic reſignation to his 
wife Xantippe. This would be a very 
good office to the world in general, for 
the Hen-peckt are powerful in their qua- 


lity and numbers, not only in cities but 


in courts; in the latter they are ever the 
moſt obſequious, in the former the moſt 


wealthy of all men. When you have 
conſidered wedlock thoroughly, you 
ought to enter into the ſuburbs of ma- 
trimony, and give us an account of the 
thraldom of kind keepers, and irreſolute 


lovers; the keepers who cannot quit 
their fair ones, though they ſee their ap- 


proaching ruin; the lovers who dare not 
marry, 'though they know they never 


ſhall be happy without the miſtreſſes 
whom they cannot purchaſe on other 
terms. J 5 

What will be a great embelliſhment 


to your diſcourſe, will be, that you may 
find inſtances of the haughty, the proud, 


the frolic, the ſtubborn, who are each 


of them in ſecret downright ſlaves to 
their wives or miſtreſſes. 
of you in the Jaſt place to dwell upon 


this, that the wiſe and valiant inall ages 


have been Hen-peckt : and that the 
ſturdy tempers who are not flaves to af- 


fect ion, owe that exemption to their be- 
ing inthralled by ambition, avarice, or 
ſome meaner paſſion. I have ten thou- 
ſand things more to ſay, but my wife 


ſees me writing, and will, according to 


cuſtom, be conſulted, if I do not ſeal 


this immediately. Vours, . 
T NaTHANIEL HENROOST, 
2X Ne CLXXVIL, 
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N CLxxvn. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 


— is zuin BONUS, AUT FACE DIGNUS 
ARCANA, QUALEM CERERIS VULT ESSE, SACERDOCy 


- 


ULLA ALIENA S!BI CREDAT MALA 


Jev. SAT. xv. VER. 140, 


WHO CAN ALL SENSE OF OTHERS ILLS ESCAPE, 


1s BUT A BRUTE, AT BEST, IN HUMAN SHAPE, 


1. one of my laſt week's papers I 
1 treated of good-nature, as it is the 
effect of conſtitution; Iſhall now ſpeak 
of it as it is a moral virtue. The firſt 
may make a man eaſy in himſelf and 
agreeable toothers, but implies no merit 
in him that is poſſeſſed of it. A man 
is no more to be praiſed upon this ac- 
count, than becauſe he has a regular 
pulſe or a good digeition. This gogd- 
naturehowever in the conſtitution,which 
Mr. Dryden ſomewhere calls a © Milki- 
neſs of blood,” is an admirable ground- 
work for tire other. In order therefore 
to try our good-nature, whether it ariſes 
from the body or the mind, whether it 
be founded in the animal or rational part 
of our nature; in a word, whether it be 


fuch as is intitled to any other reward, be- 


ſides that ſecret ſatis faction and content- 
ment of mind which is eſſentiak to it, 
and the kind reception it procures us in 
the world, we maſt examine it by the 


following rules. 
and uniformity in ſiekneſs and in health, 
in proſperity and in adverſity; it other- 
wiſe, it is to be looked upon as nothing 
elſe but an irradiation of the mind from 
ſome new ſupply of ſpirits, or a more 
kindly circulation of the blood. Sir 
Francis Bacon mentions a cunning ſoli- 
_ Eitor, who would never aſk a favour of 
a great man before dinner; but took care 
to prefer his petition at a time when the 
party petitioned had his mind free from 
care, and his appetites in good humour. 
Such a tranſient temporary good- nature 
as this, is not that philanthropy, that 


love of mankind, which deſerves the 


title of a moral virtue. 
The next way of a man's bringing 
his good-nature to the teſt, is, to con- 
fider whether it operates according tothe 
rules of reaſon and duty: for it, not- 
withſtanding it's general benevolence to 


v 3 


Firſt, whether it acts with ſteadineſs 


TATE. 


mankind, it makes no diſtinction be. 
tween its objects, if it exerts itſelf pro. 
miſeuouſly towards the deſerving and 
undeſerving, if it relieves alike the idle 


and the indigent, if it gives itſelf up to the 


firſt petitioner, and lights upon any one 


rather by accident than choice, it may 


paſs for an amiable inftin&, but muſt 
not aſſume the name of a moral virtue. 

Fhe third trialof good- nature will be, 
the examining ourſelves, whether or no 
we are able to exert it to our own diſad- 
vantage, and employ it on proper ob- 
jects, notwithſtanding any little pain, 


want, or inconvenience-which may ariſe 


to ourſelves from it: in a word, whe- | 
ther we are willing to riſk any part of 

our fortune, our reputation, or health, 
or eaſe, for the benefit af mankind. 
Among all theſe expreſſions of good- 
nature, I mall ſingle out that which goes 
under the general name of charity as it 


conſiſts in relieving the indigent ; that 
being a trial of this kind which offers 


itſelf to ns almoſt at all times and in 


every place. | 


I ſhould propoſe it as a rule to every 
one who is provided with any compe- 
tency of fortune more than ſufficient tor 


the neceſſaries of life, to. lay aſide a cer- 
tain proportion of his income for the ule 
of the poor. This I would look upon 


as an offering to him who has a right 


to the whole, for the uſe of thoſe whom 


in the paſſage hereafter mentioned, he 
has deſcribed as his own repreſentatives 
upon earth. At the ſame time we 
ſhould manage our charity with ſuch 
rudenee and caution, that we may not 
Lans or own friends or relations, whilſt 
we are doing 
ſtranpers tous. | 
This may poſſibly be explained better 
by an example than by a rule. 
Eugenius is a man of an univerſal 


good to thoſe who are 


good nature, and generous beyond the 


extent 


extent of his fortune; but withal ſo pru- 
dent, in the economy of his affairs, that 
what goes out in charity is made up by 
ood management. Eugenius bas what 
the world calls two hundred pounds a 
year; but never values himlelf above 
nine lcore, as not thinking he has a right 
to the tenth part, which he always ap- 
propriates t0 charitable uſes. Jo this 
ſum he frequently makes other volun- 
tary additions, inſomuch that in a good 
yr for ſuch he accounts thoſe in which 


ties than ordinary, he has given above 
twice that ſum to the ſicklyand indigent. 
Eugenius preſcribes to himſelf many 
articular days of faſting andabſtinence, 
in order to increaſe his private bank of 
charity, and ſets aſide what would be 
the current expences of thoſe times for 


where his buſineſs calls him, and at the 
end of his walk has given a ſhilling, 
| which in his ordinary methods of ex- 
pence would have gone for coach-hire, 
| to the firſt neceſſitous perſon that has 
fallen in his way. I have known him, 
| when he has been going to a play or an 
opera, divert the money which was de- 
| 75 for that purpoſe, upon an object 
of charity whom he has met with in the 
ſtreet; and afterwards paſs his evening 
ina coffee-houfe, or at a friend's fire- ſide, 
with much greater ſatis faction to himſelf 
than he could have receivedfrom the moſt 
@ exquiſite entertainments of the theatre. 
By theſe means he is generous, without 
impoveriſhing himſelf, and enjoys his e- 
tate by making it the propertyof others. 
There are few men fo cramped in their 
private affairs, who may not be charita- 
ble after this manner, without any diſ- 
advantage to themſelves, or prejudice to 


Efrilmg a diverſion or convenience to 
{the poor, and turning the uſual courſe 
ot our expences into a better channel. 
This is, T think, not only the moſt pru- 
dent and convenient, but the moſt meri- 
Porious piece of charity, which we can 
Put in practice. By this method we in 
me meaſure ſhare the neceſſities of the 
or at the ſame time that we relieve 
Pim, and make ourſelves not only their 
Pitrons, but their fellow-ſufferers. 


. rides his charity in ſeveral heroic in- 
4 "1, and with a noble heat of fenti- 


e has been able to make greater boun- 


| the uſe of the poor. He often goes afoot 


their families. It is but ſometimes ſa- 


vir Thomas Brown, in the laſt part 
dt his Religio Medici, in which he de- 
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ments, mentions that verſe in the pro- 


verbs of Solomon He that giveth to 


* the poor, lendeth to the Lord. 
© There is more rhetoric in that one 
* ſentence,” ſays he, © than in alibrary 


of ſermons; and indeed if thoſe ſen- 


* tences were underſtood by the reader, 


* with the ſame emphafis as they are 


delivered 4 the author, we needed 


£ not thoſe volumes of inſtructions, but 


* might be honeſt by an epitome,” _ 
This paſſage in Scripture is indeed 
wonderfully perſuaſive; but I think the 
ſame thought is carried much farther in 
the New Teſtament, where our Saviour 
tells us in the moſt pathetic manner, that 


he ſhall hereafter Fegard thecloathing of 


the naked, the feeding of the hungry, 
and the viſiting of the impriſoned, as 
offices done to himſelf, and reward theme 
accordingly. Purſuant to thoſe paſſages 
in Holy Scripture, I have ſomewhere 
met with the epitaph of a charitable 
man, which has very much pleaſed me, 


I cannot recolle& the words, but the 


ſenſe of it is to this purpoſe : * What 1 


© {ſpent J loſt; what I poſſeſſed is left to 


others; what I gave away remains 
„with me.“ | | | 
Since I am thus inſenſibly engaged in 


ſacred writ, I cannot forbear 9 
an extract of ſeveral paſſages which 1 
bave always read with great delight in 


the book of Job. It is the account 
which that holy man gives of his beha- 


viour in the days of his proſperity, and 
if conſidered only as a human compoſi» 
tion, is a finer picture of a'charitable _ 


and good-natured man than is to be met 
with in any other author. 


* « 


Oh that I were as in months paſt, | 
as in the days when God preſerved 
me: when his candle ſhined upon my 


A „ aA #4 


head, and when by his lightT walked 


my ſteps with butter, and the rock 


© poured out riyers of oil. 


When the ear heard me, then it 


© bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, 
© it gave witnefs to me. Becauſe I de- 


* 


livered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherleſs, and him that had none to 


was ready to periſh came upon me, 


for joy. I was eyes to the blind, an 


«K „ X 


* through darkneſs: when the Almigh- 
« ty was yet with me; when my chil- 
© dren were about me: when I waſhed 


help him. The bleſſing of him that 
and I cauſed the widow's heart to lng | 


fert was I to the lame; I was a father 


1 
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Ti: the poor, and the cauſe which I 


knew not I ſearched out. Did not I 


© weep .for him that was in trouble? 

Was not my ſoul grie ved for the poor? 
Let me be weighed in an even balance, 
that God may know mine integrity. 
It I did deſpiſe the cauſe of my man- 
lervant-or of my maid-fervant when 
they contended with me; what then 
ſhall Ido when God riſeth up? and 
when he viſiteth, what ſhall I anſwer 
him? Did not he that made me in the 
womb, make him? and did not one 
faſhion us in the womb? If I have 
-withheld the poor from their deſire, or 
have cauſed the eyes of the widow to 
fail, or have eaten my morſel myſelt 
alone, and the fatherlek have not eaten 
* thereof : if J have ſeen any periſh for 
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© went of cloathing, or any poor without 


© covering : if his loins have not bleſſed 


N CLXXVII. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27. 


_COMIS IN VxoR Eu — 
CIVIL To HIS WIFE. 


Cannot defer taking notice of this 


MRX. SPECTATOR, | | 
Am but too good a judge of your 
paper of the 15th inſtant, which is a 
matſter-piece ; I mean that of jealouſy: 
but T think it unworthy of you to {peak 
of that torture in the breaſt of a man, 
and not to mention alſo the pangs of it 
in the heart of a woman. You have 
very judiciouſly, and with the greateſt 
penetration imaginable, conſidered it as 

woman is the creature of whom the dit- 

fidence is raiſed : but not a word of a 


man, who is ſo unmerciful as to move 


jealouſy in his wite, and not care whe- 
ther ſhe is ſo or not. It is poſſible you 
may not believe there are ſuch tyrants in 
the world; but alas, I can tell you of a 
man who is ever out of humour in his 
wite's company, and the pleatanteſt man 
in the world every where elſe; the greateſt 
ſloven at home when he appears to none 
but his family, and moſt exactly well- 
dreſſed in all other places. Alas, Sir, 
is it of courle, that to deliver one's ſelf 
wholly into a man's power without poſ- 
ſibility of appeal to any other juriſdiction 
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but his own reflections, is ſo little an 


be offended and fall into a rage, because 


cannot but give the anguiſh of a jealous 


bed, and drown the child he is ſo fond 


\ 


© me, and if he were not warmed with 
„the fleece of my ſheep: if I have lift 
up my hand againſt the fatherlefs, 
when I ſaw my help in the gate ; then 
let mine arm fall from my ſhoulder. 
blade, and my arm be broken from 
the bone. If I have rejoiced at the 
deſtruction of him that hated me, or 
lift up myſelf when evil tound him, 
© neither have I ſuffered my mouth to 
© fin, by wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul, 
© The ſtranger did not lodge in the 
ſtreet; but J opened my doors to the 
© traveller. If my land cry againſt me, 
or that the furrows likewiſe thereof 
© complain: if I have eaten the fruits 
thereof without money, or have cauſed 
©. the owners thereof to loſe their life; 
© let'thiſtles grow inſtead of wheat, and 
© cockle inſtead of barley,” _ 


* 
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obligation to a Gentleman, that he can 


my heart ſwells tears into my eyes when 
1 fee him in a cloudy mood? I pretend 
to no ſuccour, and hope for no reliet but 
from himſelf; and yet he that has ſenſe 
ard juſtice in every thing ele, never re. 
fle&s, that to come home only to ſeep off 
an intemperance, and ſpend all the time 
he is there as if it were a puniſhment, 


mind. He always leaves his home 3 
if he were going to court, and returns 
as if he were entering a gaol. I could 
add to this, that from his company and 
his uſual diſcourſe, he does not ſcruple 
being thought an abandoned man, as i 
his morals. Yeur own imagination wi 
ſay enough to you concerning tlie con. 
dition of me his wife; and 1 wiſh you 
would be ſo good as to repreſent to him, 
for he is not ill-natured, and reads you 
much, that the moment I hear the doo! 
ſhut after him, I throw myſelf upon m 


of with my tears, and often frighten : 
with my cries ; that I curſe my = 
that I run to my glaſs all over bathed 
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forrows, and help the utterance of m 


inward anguiſh by beholding the gu 

of my.own calamities as my tears fall 
from my eyes. This, looks like an 
imagined picture to tell you, but indeed 
this is one of my paſtimes. Hitherto I 
have only told you the general temper 
of my mind, but how ſhall I give you 
an account of the diſtraction of it? Could 
you but conceive how cruel I am one 
moment in my reſentment, and at the 


enſuing minute, when I place him in 


the condition my anger would bring him 
to, how compaſſionate; it would give 
you ſome notion how miſerable I am, 
and. how. little 1 deſerve it. When I 
remonſtrate with the greateſt gentleneſs 


that is poſſible againſt unhandſome ap- 


pearances, and that married perſons are 


under particular rules; waen he is in 


the belt humour to receive this, I am 
anſwered only, that I expoſe my own 
reputation and ſenſe if I appear jealous. 
I wiſh, good Sir, you would take this 
into ſerious conſideration, and admoniſh 
huſbands and wives what terms they 
ought to keep towards eachother. Your 
thoughts on this important ſubject will 
have the greateſt reward, that which de- 


ſcends on ſuch as feel the ſorrows of the 
_ afflicted. 


myſelf, your unfortunate, 


vant, e CELINDA, 


4 had it in my thoughts, before I re- 


ceived the letter of this lady, to conſider 


this dreadful paſſion in the mind of a 


woman; and the ſmart ſhe ſeems to feel 


does not abate the inclination I had to 
recommend to huſbands a more regular 


behaviour, than to give the moſt exqui- 
ite of torments to thoſe who love them, 
nay whoſe torment would be abated if 


they did not love them. 3 
c It is wonderful to obſerve how little 
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is made of this inexpreſſible injury, and 

how eaſily men get into an habit of be- 
ing leaſt agreeable where they are moſt 
obliged to be ſo. But this ſubject de- 
ſerves a diſtinct ſpeculation, and I ſhall 


obſerve for a day or two the behaviour 


of two or three happy pairs I am ac- 


quainted with, before I pretend to make 


a iy{tem of conjugal morality. I deſign 
in the firſt place to go a few miles out 
of town, and there I know where to meet 
one who practiſes all the parts of a fine 
gentleman in the duty of an huſband. 
When he was a bachelor much buſineſs 
made him particularly negligent in his 
habit ; but now there is no young lover 
living ſo exact in the care of his perſon. 
One who aſked why he was ſo long waſh-. 
ing his mouth, and ſo delicate in the 
choice and wearing of his linen, was 
anſwered, becauſe there is a woman of 
merit obliged to receive me kindly, and 
I think it incumbent upon me to make 
her inclination go along with her duty. 
If a man would give himſelf leave to 
think, he would not be ſo unreaſonable 
as to expect debauchery and innocence 
could live in commerce together; or hope 


that fleſh and blood 1s capable of ſo ſtrict 


| an allegiance; as that a fine woman mult 
Give me leave to ſubſcribe 


humble ſer- 


go on to improve herſelf until ſhe is as 
good and impailive as an angel, only to 


preſerve a fidelity to a brute and a ſatyr. 


The lady who deſires me for her fake to 
end one of my papers with the following 
letter, I am pertuaded, thinks ſuch a 
perſeverance very impracticable. 


HUSBAND, | | | : 
OI TAY more at home. I know where 
— you.viiitcd at ſeven of the clock on 
Thurſday evening. The colonel whom 
you charged me to fee no more, is in 
town, | | 


1 Mak THA HOUSEWIFE. 
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CENTURIZ SENJORUM AGITANT EXPERTIA FRUGIS: 
CELSTI PRATEREUNT AUSTERA POEMATA RHAMNES. 
OMNE' TULIT PUNCTUM QUI MISCUIT UTILE DULCT, 
LECTOREM DELECTAND0, PARITERQUE MONENDO. 
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OLD AGR Kxr Lors AT.L BUT MORALITY: 


AUSTEKITY OFFENDS ASPIRING YOUTH 3 
BUT HE THAT JOINS INSTRUCTION WIT 
PAOFIT WITH PLEASURE, CARRIES ALL THE 


1 May caſt my readers under two 


general diviſions, the Mercurial and 


the Saturnine. The firſt are the 


ay 


part of my diſciples, who require ſpe- 
culations of wit and humour; the others 


are thofe of a more ſolemn and ſober 
turn, who find no pleaſure but in pa- 


pers of morality and found fenſe. The 


former call every thing that is ſerious, 
ftupic ; the latter look upon every thing 
as impertinent that is ludicrous. Were 
1 always grave, one half of my readers 
would fall off from me: were I always 
merry, I ſhould loſe the other. I make 
it therefore my endeavour to find out 
entertamments of both Kinds, and by 
that means perhaps conſult the good of 

both, more than I ſhould do, did I al- 
Ways write to the particular tafte of 
either. As they neither of them know 
what I proceed upon, the ſprightly 
reader, who takes up my paper in order. 
to be diverted, very often finds himſelf 


engaged unawares in a ſerious and pro- 


fitable courſe of tkinking; as on the 
contrary, the thoughtful man, who 
Perhaps may hope to find ſomething 
ſolid, and full of deep reflection, is very 


often inſenſibly betrayed into a fit of 


mirth. In a word, the reader ſits down 
to my entertainment without knowing 
his bill of fare, and has therefore at 
leaſt the pleaſure of hoping there may 
be a diſh to his palate. 

1 mult confeſs, were J left to myſelf, 


I ſhould rather aim at inſtructing than 


diverting; but if we will be uſeful to 
the world, we muſt take it as we find 
it. Authors of profeſſed ſeverity diſ- 
courage the looſer part of nk fad: from 


having any thing to do with their writ- 


ings. A man muſt have virtue in him, 
before he will enter upon the reading of 
a Seneca or Epittetus. The very title 

of a moral treatiſe has ſomething in it 


| DEITGHT, 
RoSCOMMON, 


auſtere and ſhocking to the careleſs and 
inconſiderate. Oh 
For this reaſon feveral unthinking 
_ perſons fall in my way, who would give 
no attention to lectures delivered with a 
religious feriouſneſs or a philoſophic 
gravity. They are inſnared into ſenti- 
mei. ts of wiſdom and virtue when they 
do not think of it; and if by that means 


they arrive only at ſuch a degree of con- 


ſiderat ion as may diſpoſe them to liſten 
to more ſtudied and elaborate diſcourſes, 
F ſhall not think my ſpeculations uſe- 
leſs. I might likewile obſerve, that 
the gloomineſs in which ſometimes the 
minds of the beſt men are involved, very 
often ſtands in need of fuch little incite- 
ments to mirth and laughter, as are apt 
to diſperſe melancholy, and put our te 
culties in good humour. To which 
ſome will add, that the Britiſh climate, 
more than any other, makes entertain- 
ments of this nature in a manner neceſ- 
fary. "I 98 
if what J have here ſaid does not re- 
commend, it will at leaſt excuſe the va- 
riety of my ſpeculations. I would not 
wiltingly laugh but in order to inſtruct, 
or if I ſometimes fail in this point, when 
my mirth ceaſes to be inſtructive, it 
ſhall never ceaſe to be innocent. A 


ſcrupulous conduct in this particular, 


has, perhaps, more merit in it than the 

generality of readers imagine; did they 
know how many thoughts occur in a 

point of humour, which a diſcreet au- 

thor in modeſty ſuppreſſes ; how many 

ſtrokes of raillery preſent themſelves, 

which could not fall to pleaſe the ordi- 

nary taſte of mankind, but are ſtifled 

in their birth by reaſon of ſome remote 

tendency which they carry in them to 

corrupt the minds of thoſe who read 

them; did they know how many glances 

of ill- nature arc induſtfouſly . 
| or 
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for fear of doing injury to the reputa- 
tion of another; they would be apt to 
think kindly of thoſe writers, who en- 
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diſpoſe his mind to be more ſerious than 1 
ordinary, begun the tune of The Child- 
ren in the Wood, and went through - 


deayour to make themſelves diverting, 
without being immoral. One may ap- 
ply to theſe authors, that paſſage in 
Waller of EE 


Poets loſe half the praiſethey would have gots 
Were it but known what they diſcreetly blot, 


As nothing is more eaſy than to be a 
wit, with all the above-mentioned liber- 
tics, it requires ſome genius and inven- 
tion to appear ſuch without them. 
What I have here ſaid is not only in 
tegard to the public, but with an eye to 


my particular correſpondent, who has 


ſent me the following letter, which I 
have caſtrated in ſome places upon theſe 
conſiderations, 1 es 9 


sIn, „ 

| PAVING lately ſeen your diſcourſe 
++ upon a match of grinning, I can- 

not forbear giving you an account of a 

whiſtling match, which, with many 

others, I was entertained with about 

three years ſince at the Bath. The 


prize was a guinea, to be conferred upon 


the ableſt whiſtler, that is, on him who 


could whiſtle cleareſt, and go through 


his tune without laughing, to which at 


the ſame time he was provoked by the 
antic poſtures of a Merry-Andrew, who 
was to ſtand upon the ſtage, and play 


There were three competitors for the 
guinea, The firſt was a ploughman of 


his tricks in the eye of the performer. 


| very promiſing aſpect; his features 


were ſteady, and his muſcles compoſed 
in ſo inflexible a ſtupidity, that upon 
his firſt appearance every one gave the 
guinea for loſt. The pickled herring 
however found the way to ſhake him; 
tor upon his whiſtling a country jig, 

this unlucky wag danced to it with ſuch 
variety of diſtortions and grimaces, that 
he countryman could not forbexr ſmil- 

ing upon him, and by that means ſpoil- 
ed his whiſtle, and loſt the prize. 
The next that mounted the ſtage was 


an under-citizen of Bath, a perſon re- 


markable among the inferior people of 
that place tor his great wiſdom and his 
broad band. He contracted his mouth 


wich much gravity, and, that he might 


part of it with good ſucceſs; when on 


a ſudden the wit at his elbow, who had 
appeared wonderfully grave and atten- 


tive for ſome time, gave him a touch 


upon the left ſhoulder, and ſtared him 


in the face with ſo bewitching a grin, 
that the whiſtler relaxed his fibres into 


a kind of ſimper, and at length burſt 


out into an open laugh. The third who 


entered the lifts was a footman, who in 
defiance of the Merry-Andrew, and all 
his arts, whiſtled a Scotch tune and an 
Italian ſonata, with. ſo ſettled a coun- 


tenance, that he bore away the prize, to 
the great admiration of ſome hundreds 


of perſons, who, as well as mylelf, 
Now, 
Sir, I humbly conceive, whatever you 


were preſent at this trial of ſkill, 


have determined of the grinners, the 


whiſtlers ought to be encouraged, * 


only as their art is practiſed without diſ- 


tortion, but as it improves country mu- 
fie, promotes gravity, and teaches or- 
dinarypeople to keep their countenances, 


if they ſee any thing ridiculous in the ir 


betters; beſides that, it ſeems an enter- 

tainment very 3 adapted to 
for a rider to 

whiſtle to his horſe when he would make 


the Bath, as it is uſua 

his waters pals. I am, Sir, &c. 
POSTSCRIPT. 
AFTER having diſpatched theſe two 


important points of grinning and whiſt= 
ling, I hope you will oblige the world 


with ſome refſections upon yawning, as 


I have ſeen it practiſed on a twelfth- _ 


night among other Chriſtmas gambols 


at the houſe of a very worthy gentle. 


man, who always entertains his tenants 


at that time of the year. They yawn 


for a Cheſhire cheeſe, and begin about 


midnight, when the whole company 28 
He that yawns 
' wideſt, and at the ſame time ſo natu- 
rally as to produce the moſt yawns 
among the ſpectators, carries home the 


diſpoſed to be drowſy. 


cheeſe. If you handle this ſubject as 
you ought, I queſtion not but your pa- 
er will ſet half the Kingdom a yawn- 


} 


ing, though I dare promiſe you it wit 


never make any body fall aſlecp. 
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——DELIRANT REGES, PLECTUNTUR ACHIVI. 


THE PEOPLE SUFFER WHEN THE PRINCE OFFENDSs 


1 HE following letter has ſo much 


+ & weightand good ſenſe, that I can 


not forbear inſerting it, though it re- 
lates to an hardened ſmner, whom. I 
have very little hopes of reforming, viz, 


Lewis XIV. of France. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | Fo 
a 2 the variety of ſubjects of 
which you have treated, I could 
with it had fallen in your way, to ex- 
poſe the vanity of conqueſts. This 
thought would naturally lead one to the 


French King, who had been generally 


eſteemed the greateſt conqueror of our 


age, until her Majeſty's armies had torn 
from him ſo many of his countries, and 


deprived him of all the fruit of his for- 
mer victories. For my own part, if I 
Were to draw his picture, I ſhould be 
for taking him no lower than to the 
peace of Reſwick, juſt at the end of his 
triumphs, and before his reverſe of for- 
tune: and even then I ſhould not forbear 


thinking his ambition had been vain 
and unprofitable to himſelf and his 


people. 


A s for himſelf, it is certain he can 


have gained nothing by his conqueſts, 
if they have not rendered him maſter of 


more ſubjects, more riches, or greater 


power. What I ſhall be able to offer 
upon theſe heads, I reſolve to ſubmit to 
Too begin then with his encreaſe of 
rom the time he came of 
age, and has been a manager for himſelf, 
all the people he had acquired were ſuch 
only as he had reduced by his wars, 
and were left in his poſſeſſion by the 
peace ; he had conquered not above one 
third part of Flanders, and conſequently 
no more than'one third part of the in- 


your conſideration, _ | 


ha bitants of that province. py 
About one hundred-yeare ago the 


ules in that country were all number- 


ed, and by a juſt computation the in- 


habitants of all ſorts could not then ex- 
ceed 750,000 ſouls. And if any man 
will conſider the defolation by almoſt 


lubjects he had acquired. 


\ \ 


Hor. Ep. II. L. 1. v. 14. 
CREECH, 


* 


perpetual wars, the numerous armies 


that have lived almoſt ever fince at dif. 


cretion upon the people, and how much 
of. their commerce has been removed for 
more ſecurity to other places, he will 
have little reaſon to imagine that their 
numbers have ſince increaſed; and there- 
fore with one third part of that province 
that prince can have gained no more 


than one third part of the inhabitants, 


or 250,00 new ſubjects, even though 
it ſhould be ſuppoſed they were all con- 
tented to live ſtill in their native country, 
and transfer their allegiance to a new 
maſter. _ | ED 

The fertility of this province, it's 
convenient fituation for trade and com- 
merce, it's capacity for furniſhing em- 


ployment and ſubſiſtence to great num- 


bers, and the vaſt armies that have been 
maintained here, make it credible that 
the remaining two thirds of Flanders 
are equal to all his other conqueſts ; and 


| conlequently by all he cannot have gäin- 


ed more than 750,000 new ſubjccts, 
men, women, and children, eſpecially 


if a deduction ſhall be made of ſuch as 
have retired from the conqueror to live 
under their old maſters. _ | 


It is time now to ſet his loſs again 
his profit, and to ſhew for the new iub- 


jects he had acquired, how many did 


ones he had loft in the acquiſition: I 
think that in his wars he has ſeldom 
brought leſs into the field in all places 
than 200,000 fighting men, beſides what 
have been left in garriſons; and I think 


the common computation is, that of an 
army, at the end of the campaign, with- 


out ſieges or battles, ſcarce four fifths 
can be muſtered of thoſe that came into 
the field at the beginning of the year. 
His wars at ſeveral times until the laſt 
peace have held about twenty years: 
and if 40,000 yearly loſt, or a fifth part 
of his armies, are to be multiplied by 
20, he cannot havelolt leſs than $00,099 
of his old ſubjects, and all able-bodicd 
men; a greater number than the new 


| But 
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But this loſs is not all: Providence 
ſeems to have equally divided the whole 
maſs of mankind into different ſexes, 
that every woman may have her huſ- 
band, and that both may equally con- 
tribute to the continuance of the ſpecies, 
It follows then, that for all the men that 
have been loſt, as many women muſt have 
tired fingle, and it were but charity to 
belreve thre | | 
vice they were capable of doing in their 
generation. In fo long a courſe of years 

eat part of them muſt have died, and 
if the reſt muſt go off at leaſt without 
leaving any reprefentatives behind. By 
this account he muſt have ſoft not only 
$00,000 ſul «ets, but double that num- 
ber, and ali the increaſe that was rea- 
ſonably to be expected from it. | 

It is ſaid in the laſt war there was a 
famine in his kingdom, which ſwept 
away two millions of his people. This 
is hardly credible: if the loſs was only 
of one Ach part of that ſum, it was very 
great. But it is no wonder there ſhould 
be famine, where ſo much of the peo- 
5 ſubſtance is taken away for the 

ing's uſe, that they have not ſufficient 


left to provide againſt accidents; where 


ſo many of the men are taken from the 
plough to ſerve the king in his wars, 
and a great part of the tillage is left to 
the weaker hands of ſo many women and 
children. Whatever was the loſs, it 


muſt undoubtedly be placed to the ac- 


count of his ambition. * | 
And fo muſt alſo the deſtruct ion or 


baniſhment of 3 or 400,000 of his re- 


formed ſubjects; he could have no other 
reaſons for valuing thoſe lives ſo very 
cheap, but only to recommend himſelf 


to the bipotry of the Spaniſh nation. 


How ſhould there be induſtry in a 
country where all property is precarious? 
What ſubje& will ſow his land that his 
proves may reap the whole harveſt ? Par- 


| tmony and frugality muſt be ſtrangers | 
do fuch a people; for will any man fave 
to-day what he has reaſon to fear will 


be taken from him to-morrow ? And 
where is the encoutagement for marry- 


ing? Will any man think of raiſing 


children, without any affaratice of cloath= 


ing for their backs, or ſo much ds food = 
for their bellies ? And thus by hie fatal 


ambition he muſt have leſſened the num- 
ber of his fubje&s not only by ſlaughter 
and deſtruction, but by preventing their 


very births, he has done as much as 


y have not done all the ſer- 


- Cyneas. 


4 
was poſſible towards deſtroying poſteri- 
ty ite lk. + 3 | 

Is this then the great, the invin- 
cible Lewis? This the immortal man, 
the fout-putſſant, or the almighty, as 


his flatterers have called him? Is this 


the man that is ſo celebrated for his con- 
queſts? For every fub;:& tbe has ac- 
quired, has he not loſt three that were 


his inheritance? Are not his troops 
fewer, and thoſe neither ſo well fed, 
cloathed, or paid, as they were former- 
ly, though he has now ſo much greater 


caule toexert himſelf > And what can be 
the reaſon of all this, but chat his reve- 
nue is a great deal leſs, his fubjects are 
either poorer, or not ſo many to be plun- 
dered by conſtant taxes for his uſe? 

It is well for him he had found out 


a way to fteal a kingdom; if he had 


* on conquering as he did before, 
his ruin had been long fince finifhed. 
This brings to my mind a ſaying of 
King Pyrrhus, after he had a ſecond 
time beat the Romans in a pitched bat- 
tle, and was complimented by his ge- 


nerals: Ves, ſays he, ſuch another 
victory and I am quite undone, And 
ſince I have mentioned e Iwill 


end with a very good, though known 
ſtory of this ambitious madman. When 


he had fhewn the utmoſt fondneſs for 


his expedition againſt the Romans, Cy- 


neas his chief miniſter aſked him what 


he propoſed to himſelf by this war? 


« Why,' fays Pyrrhus, © to conquet 


© the Romans, and reduce all Italy to 
© my obedience.— What then?“ ſays ' 
Jo paſs over into Sicily,” 
ſays Pyrrhus, © and then all the Sici- 


lians muſt be out ſubje&s,*= And 
© what does-your majeſty infend next?“ 
— Why truly,” fays the king, to 


conquer Carthage, and make myſelt 


« maſter of all Afrira. “ And what, 
Sir,* ſays the miniſter, is to be the 


end of all your expeditions ?* = Why 
then,” fays the King, for the reſt of 
our lives we will fit down to good 
Wine. —“ How, Sit,” replied Cyneqs, 
to better than we have now before us? 
Have we not already as much as we 
can drink ?* 5 a | 
Riot and excels are trot the hecoming 
characters of princes ; but if Pyrrhus 
and Lewis had debauched like Vitellius, 
they had been leſs hurtful to their peo- 
ple. Your humble fervant, 
T e PnirARkITEHMuUs. 


„ Ne CLXXXLI, 


352 


Ne CLXXXI THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
unt LACK ur VITAM ate ET MISERESCIMUS uf Ro. 


MOV'D BY THESE TEAKkS, WE PITY AND PROTECT, 


| I is filled with touches of nature than 
ot wit. The following one is of this 
Kind. | wo . 
S Tu, 2 5 | 
A MON G all the diſtreſſes which hap- 


pen in families, I do not remember 


that you have touched upon the marriage 


of children without the conſent of their 
parents. -I am one of theſe unfortunate 
perions. 
took the liberty to chule for myſelf; 
and have ever fince languiſhed under 
the diſpleaſure of an inexorable father, 
who, though he ſees me happy in the 
| beſt of huſbands, and bleſſed with very 
fine children, can never be prevailed 
upon to forgive me. He was lo kind 
to me before this unhappy accident, that 
indeed it mak à my breach of duty in 
ſome meaſure inexcuſable; and at the 
ſame time creates in me ſuch a tender- 
neis towards him, that I love him above 
all things, and would die to be recon- 


ciled to him. I have thrown myſelf at 
his feet, and beſought him with tears to 
_ pardon me; but he always puſhes me 
away, and ſpurns me from him; I have 


written ſeveral letters to him, but he will 
neither open nor receive them. About 
two years ago I ſent my little boy to 
him, dreſſed in a new apparel; but the 
child returned to me crying, becauſe he 
ſaid his grandfather would not ſee him, 


and had ordered him to be put out of 
My mother is won over to 


his houſe. 
my fide, but dares not mention me to 
my father for fear of provoking him. 


About a month ago he lay ſick upon 


his bed, and in great danger of his life. 
I was pierced to the heart at the news, 
and could not torbear going to enquire 
after his health. My mother took this 


opportunity of ſpeaking in my behalf: 


the told him with abundance of tears, 
that I was come to ſee him, that I 
could not ſpeak” to her for weeping, and 
that I ſhould certainly break my heart 


it he refuſed at that time to give me his 
bleſſing, and be reconciled to me. He 
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Am more pleaſed with a letter that 
that he bid her ſpeak no more of me, 


unleſs I may be relieved by any impret. 
I was about fifteen when 1 


and uncircumſcribed than in brutes, as 


thing which relies upon Ls for it's good 


The man theresore who, 


Vigo, Ex. 1, vx R. 145, 


was ſo far from relenting towards me, 


unleſs ſhe had a mind to diſturb him in 
his laſt moments; for, Sir, you muſt 
know that he has the reputation of an 
honeſt and religious man, which makes 
my misfortune ſo much the greater. 
God be thanked he is ſince recovered ; 
but his ſevere uſage has given me ſuch 
a blow, that I ſhall ſoon fink under it, 


ſions which the reading of this in your 
paper may make upon him. I am, &, 


Of all hardneſſes of heart there is 
none ſo inexcuſable as that of parents 
towards their children. An obitinate, 
inflexible, unforgiving temper, is odi- 
ous upon all occaſions ; but here it is 
unnatural. The love, tenderneſs, and 
compaſſion, which are apt to ariſe in us 
towards thoſe who depend upon us, 1s 
that by which the whole world of lite is 
upheld. The Supreme Being, by the 
tranſcendent excellency and goodn-(s 
of his nature, extends his mercy towards 
all his works; and becauſe his creatures 
have not ſuch a ſpontancous benevolence 
and compaſſion towards thoſe who are 
under their care and protection, he has 
implanted in them an inſtinct, that ſup- 
plies the place of this inherent goodneſs. 
I have illuſtrated this kind of inſtinct 
in former papers, and have ſhewn how 
it runs through all the ſpecies of brute 
creatures, as indeed the whole animal 
creation ſubſiſts by it. 5 | 
This inſtinct in man is more general 


being enlarged by the dictates of reaſon 
and duty. For if we conſider ourſelves 

attentively, we ſhall find that we are 
not only inclined to love thoſe who de- 
ſcend from us, but that we bear a kind 
of .cogyn, or natural affection, to every 


and preſervation. Dependence is a per- 
petual call upon humanity, and a greater 
mcitement to tenderneſs and pity than 
any other motive whatſoever. _ 

notwith- 
ſtanding | 
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ſtanding any paſſion or reſentment, can 
overcome. this powerful in{tint, and 
extinguiſh natural affection, debaſes his 
mind even below brutality, fruſtrates, 
as much as in him lies, the great deſign 
of Providence, and ſtrikes out of his 
nature one of the moſt divine principles 
that is planted in it. 5 
Among innumerable argumentswhich 
might be brought againit ſuch an un- 
realonable proceeding, I ſhall only inſiſt 
on one. We make it the condition of 
our forgiveneſs that we forgive others. 
In our very prayers we detire na more 
than to be treated by this kind of reta- 


liation. The caſe therefore before us 


ſeems to be what they call a Cale in 
Point; therelation between the child and 
father being what comes neareſt to that 
between a creature and his Creator. If 
the father is inexorable to the child who 


has offended, let the offence be of never 
| fo high a nature, how will he addreſs 
himſelf to the Supreme Being under the 


tender appellation of a Father, and de- 


fire of him ſuch a forgiveneſs as he 


himſelf refuſes to grant? 


\ To this I might add many other re- 
| ligious, as well as many prudential con- 
ſiderations; but if the laſt mentioned 
motive does not prevail, I deſpair of 


ſucceeding by any other; and ſhall 


| therefore conclude my paper with a very 
| remarkable ſtory, which is recorded in 


an old chronicle publithed by Freher, 
among the writers of the German hiſ- 
tory. 1 


Charles the Great, became exceeding 
popular by his behaviour in that poſt. 


His great abilities gained him the fa- 


vour of his maſter, and the eiteem or 


the whole court. Imma, the daughter 
| of the Emperor, was ſo pleaſed with 
| his perſon and converſation, that the 
fell in love with him. As the was one 
of the greateſt beauties of the age, Egin- 


hart anſwered her with a more than 


equal return of paſſion. They ſtifled 


their flames for ſome time, under appre- 


henſion of the fatal conſequences that 


might enſue, Eginhart at length re- 
olvingto hazard all, rather than be de- 
prved of one whom his heart was ſo 
much ſet upon, conveyed himſelf one 
night into the princeſs's apartment, and 
nocking gently at the ; way was ad- 


| Rifted as a perſon who had ſomething to 


communicate to her from the Emperor. 


Eginhart, who was ſecretary to 


de was with her in private moſt part of 


the night; but upon his preparing to go 
away about break of day, ne ovierved 
that there had fallen a great ſnow dur- 


ing his ftay with the princeſs. This 


very much perplexed him, leſt the prints 
of his feet in the ſnow might make diſ- 
coveries to the king, who often uſed to 
viſit his daughter in the morning. He 
acquainted the princeſs Imma with his 
fears; who, after ſome conſultations 
upon the matter, prevailed upon him to 
let her carry him through the ſnow upon 


her own ſhoulders. It happened, that 


the Emperor not being able to ſleep, was 
at that time up and walking in his 
chamber, when upon looking through 


the window he perceived his daughter 
tottering under her burden, and carry- 
ing his firſt miniſter. acroſs the ſnow; 


which ſhe had no ſooner done, but ſhe 


returned again with the utmoſt ſpeed to 
her own apartment. The Emperor was 
extremely troubled and aſtoniſhed at this 


accident; but reſolved. to ſpeak nothing 


of it until a proper opportunity. In 
the mean time, Eginhart knowing that 
what he had done could not be long a 
tecret, determined to retire from courtg 


and in order to it, begged the Emperor 


that he would be pleaſed to diſmiſs him, 5 


pretending a kind of diſcontent at his 


not having been rewarded for his long 
ſervices. The Emperor would not give 


a direct anſwer to his petition, but told 


him he would think of it, and appointed 


a certain day when he would let him 
know his pleaſure. He then called to- 


gether the moſt faithful of his counſel- 


lors, and acquainting them with his ſe- 
cretary's crime, aſked them their advice 


in ſo delicate an affair. The molt of 


thera gave their opinion, that the perſon 


could not be too ſeverely puniſhed who 
had thus diſhonoured his maſter. Upon 


the whole debate, the Emperor declared 


it was his opinion, that Eginhart's pu- 
niſhment would rather increaſe than di- 
miniſh the ſhame of his family, and 


that therefore he thought it the moſt ad- 
viſeable to wear out the memory of the 
fact, by marrying him to his daughter. 
Accordingly Eginhart was called in, 
and acquainted by the Emperor, that he 


ſhould no longer have any pretence of 


complaining his ſervices were not re- 


warded, for that the Princeſs Imma 
ſhould be given kim in marriage, with 


a dower ſuitable to her quality; which 
was loon atter pertormed accordingly, 
bis | 9 
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N* CLXXXIt. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28. 


PLUS ALOES QUAM MELLIS HABET.. 


e 


A all parts of human life come un- 
1 der my obſervation, my reader 
maſt not make uncharitable inferences 
from my ſpeaking knowingly of that 
ſort of crime which is at preient treated 
of. He will, I hope, ſuppoſe I know 
it onlyfrom the letters of correſpondents, 
two of which you ſhall have as follow. 


MR. SPECTATOR," _ EL” 
FT is wonderful to me that among the 

* many enormities which you have 
treated of, you have not mentioned that 


of wenching, and particularly the en- 


ſnaring part; I mean, that it is a thing 
very fit for your pen, to expoſe the vil- 
lainy af the pradtiee of deluding women. 
You are to know, Sir, that I myſelf 
am a woman who have been one of the 
unhappy that have fallen into this miſ- 
fertune, and that by the infinuation of 


a very worthleſs fellow, who ſerved 
others in the fame manner both before 


my ruin and ſince that time. I had, as 


ſoon as the raſcal left me, ſo much in- 


dignation and reſolution, as not to go 
upon the town, as the phraſe is, but 
took to work for my living in an obſcure 
place, out of the knowledge of all with 
whom L was before acquainted. 
It is the ordinary practice and buſi- 
neſs of life, with a fet of idle fellows 
about this town, to write letters, fend 
meſſages, and, form appointments with 
little raw- unthinking girls, and leave 


_ them after poſteſſion of them, without 


any mercy, tc ſhame, infamy, 8 
"$a 


and diſeate. Were you to read t 
nauſeous impertinences which are writ- 


ten on theſe occaſions, and to ſee the 
Mly creatures ſighing over them, it 


could not but be matter of mirth as well 
as pity. A little prentice girl of mine 


has been for tome time applied to by an 


Iriſh fellow who dreſſes very fine, and 


ſtruts in a laced coat, and is the admira- 
tion of ſeamſtreſſes who are under age 
in town. Ever ſince I have had ſome 


knowledge of the matter, I have de- 
barred my prentice from pen, ink, and 


| THE BITTER OVERBALANCES THE SWEET« 


Juv: S4 r. vi. pn. 180. 


paper. But the other day he beſpoke 


ſome cravats of me. I went out of the 
ſhop, and left his miſtreſs to put them 
up into a bandbox, in order to be ſent to 
him when his man called. When I came 


— 


into the ſhop again, I took occaſon to 


ſend her away, and found in the bottom 
of the box written theſe words Why 
would you ruin a harmleſs creature 
© that loves you? 'Fhen in the lid— 
© There is no reſiſting Strephon.“ 1 
ſearched a little farther, and found in 
the rim of the bo At eleven o'clock 
at night come in a hackney coach at 
© the end of our ftreet.” This was 
enough to alarm me; I fent away the 
things, and took my meaſures accord- 


ingly. An hour or two before the ap- 


pointed time T examined my young lady, 
and found her trunk ſtuffed with im- 
pertinent letters, and an old ſcroll of 
parchment in Latin, which her lover 
bad ſent her as a ſettlement of fifty 
pounds a year: among other things, 
there was alſo the beſt lace I had in my 
ſhop to make him a preſent for cravats. 
I was very glad of this laſt circumſtance, 
becauſe I could very conſcientiouſly 
ſwear againſt him that he had entictd 
my ſervant away, and was her accom- 
plice in robbing me. Fprocured a war- 


rant againſt him accordingly. Every 


thing was now prepared, and the tender 


hour of love approaching, I, who had 


acted for myſelf in my youth the ſame 
ſenſeleis part, knew how to manage ac- 


cordingly: therefore, after having lock- 
ed ͤ up my maid, and not being ſo much 


unlike her in height and ſhape, as in à 
huddled way not to paſs for her, I de- 


livered the bundle deſigned to be carried 


off to her lover's man, who came with 
the ſignal to receive them. Thus I fol. 
loweq after to the coach, where when [ 
ſaw his maſter take them in, I cried 
out“ Thieves! thieves!” and the con- 
ſtable with his attendants ſeized my ex- 
pecting lover. I kept myſelf unob- 
ſerved until I ſay the crowd ſufficiently 


increaſed, and then appeared to yy” 


> 
99 


the godds to be mine ; and had the ſatiſ- 


faction to ſee my man af mode put into 


the Round-houte, with the ſtolen wares 
by him, to be produced in evidence 
againft him the next morning. This 
matter is notoriouſly known to be fact; 
and J have been cantented to fave my 
rent ice, and take a year's rent of this 
mortified lover, not to appear farther in 
the matter. This was fome penance : 
but, Sir, is this enough for a villainy of 
much more pernicious confequence than 
the trifles for which he was to have been 
indicted? Should not you, and all men 
of any parts or honour, put things upon 
ſo right a foot, as that ſuch a raical 
ſhould not laugh at the imputation of 
what he was really guilty, and dread 
being accuſed of that for which he was 
arreſted ? 81 65 5 
In a word, Sir, it is in the power of 
you, and ſuch as 1 hope you are, to 
make it as infamous to rob a poor crea- 
ture af her honour as her clothes. I 
leave this to your conſideration, anly 
take leave (which I cannot do without 


| fighing) to remark to you, that if this 


had been the fenie of mankind thirty 
years ago, I ſhould have avoided a lite 
ſpent in poverty and ſhame. 
"Bag; | = . 

| Your moſt bumble ſervant, by 
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conſtable, 


kolds to my reſcue. 
to be ſcandalous, half the fine things 


353 
'- RDUND-NOUSE, SEPT; 9. 
MN. SPECTATOR, _ . 
1 Am a man of pleaſure about town, 
but by the ſtupidity of o dull rogue 
of a juſtice of peace, and an infolent 
n the oath of an old har- 
ridan, am impriſoned here for theft, 
when I defigned only fornication. The 
midnight magiſtrate, as he conveyed me 


f 


along, had you in his mouth, and faid 


this would make a pure ſtory for the 
Spectator. I hope, Sir, you will hot 


pretend to wit, and take the part of dull 


rogues of buſinefs. The world is ſo al- 


tered of late years, that there was not a 
man who would knock down a watch- 
man in my behalf, but I was carried off 
with as much triumph as if J had been 
a pick-pocket. 


At this rate, there is 
an end of all the wit and humour in the 
world. 


hood would have roſe againſt the cuc- 


that have been writ by moſt of the its 


of the laft.age may be burnt by the com- 


mon hangman. Harkee, Spec. do not 
be queer ; after having done tome things 
pretty well, do not begin to write at 


that rate that no get: leman can read 
thee. Be true to love, and burn your 
Seneca. You do not expe me to write 


my name from hence, but am 
EE Your unknown humble, &c. 


| 7 | | 
Tour) Nee wade yer ITY N ae, 
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SOME TIMES FAIR TRUTH IX FICTION WF DISGUISE, 
SOME TIMES PRESENT HER NAKED TO MEN'S EYES. 


FABLES. were the firſt pieces of 
4 wit that made their appearance in 
the world, and have been ſtill highly 
valued not only in times of the greatett 

ſimplicity, but among the mott polite 
ages of mankind. Jotham's Fable of 
the Trees is the oldett that is extant, and 
as beautiful as any which have been 


made fince that time. Nathan's. Fable 
vt the Poor Man and his Lamb is like- 
wie more ancient than any that is ex- 


tant, beſides the above - mentioned, and 


had ſo good an effett, as to convey in- 


: lruction to the ear of a king without 


Fl 


offending it, and to bring the man after 
God's own heart to a right ſenſe of his 


guilt and his duty. We find ſop in- 


the moſt diſtant ages of Greece ; and if 


we look in the very beginning of the: 


commonwealth of Rome, ve ſce a mu- 


tiny among the common people ap- 
peaſed by a fable of the Belly and the 
Limbs, which was indeed very 


to gain the attention of an incenſed 


rabble, at a time when perhaps they 


would have torn to pieces any man who} 
had preached the ſame dectrine to them 
in an open and dire manner. As fa- 


bles 


* 


| The time was when all the 7 
honeſt whore- maſters in the neighbour. 
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bles took their birth in the very infancy 
of learning, they never flouriſhed more 
than when learning was at it's greateſt 


height. To juſtify this aſſertion , I ſhall 


put my reader in mind of Horace, the 


greateſt wit and critic in the Auguſtan 


age ; and of Poileau, the moſt correct 
poet among the moderns: not to men- 
tion La Fontaine, who by this way of 


writing is come more into vogue than 


any other author of our times. 


1 fables I have here mentioned are 


raiſed altogether upon brutes and vege- 
tables, with ſome of our own ſpecies 


mixt among them, when the moral hath 


fo required. But beſides this kind of 
fable, there is another in which the ac- 
tors are paſſions, virtues, vices, and 
other imaginary perſons of the like na- 
ture. Some of the ancient critics will 
have it, that the Iliad and Odyſſey of 
Homer are fables of this nature; and 


that the ſeveral names of gods and heroes 


are nothing elſe but the affections of the 


mind in a viſible ſhape and character. 


Thus they tell us, that Achilles, in the 


flirſt Iliad, repreſentsanger, orthe iraſcible 


rt of human nature; that upon draw- 


ing his ſword againſt his ſuperior in a 


full aſſembly, Pallas is only another 
name for reaſon, which checks and ad- 
viſes him upon that occaſion; and at 
her firſt appearance touches him upon 


the head, that part of the man being 
looked upon as the ſeat of reaſon. And 
thus of the reſt of the poem. As for 
the Odyſſey, I think it is plain that Ho- 


race conſidered it as one of theſe allego- 


rical fables, by the moral which he has 
e 


given us of ſeveral parts of it. The 
greateſt Italian wits have applied them- 


ſelves to the writing of this latter kind 


of fables : as Spenſer's Fairy ueen is 
one continued ſeries of them from the 


beginning to the end of that admirable 


work. If we look into the fineſt proſe- 
authors of antiquity, ſuch as Cicero, 
Plato, Xenophon, and many others, we 
ſhall find that this was likewiſe their 
favourite kind gf fable. I ſhall only 
farther obſerve upon it, that the firſt of 
this ſort that made any conſiderable fi- 
gure in the world was that of Hercules 
meeting withPleaſure and Virtue; which 
was invented by Prodicus, who lived 
before Socrates, and in the firſt dawn- 
ings of philoſophy. He uſed to travel 


through Greece by virtue of this fable, 


which procured him a kind reception in 


all the market-towns, where he never 


failed telling it as ſoon as he had ga- 
thered an audience about him. | 
After this ſhort preface, which I haye 
made up of ſuch materials as my memory 
does at preſent ſuggeſt to me, before 1 
reſent my reader with a fable of this 
kind „which I deſign as the entertain. 
ment of the preſent paper, I muſt in a 


few words open the occaſion of it. 


In the account which Plato gives us 


of the converſation and behaviour of 
Socrates, the morning he was to die, he 


tells the following circumſtance, 
When Socrates his fetters were knock. 
ed off, (as was uſual to be done on the 
day that the condemned perſon was to 
be Executed) being ſeated in the midſt 
of his diſciples, .and laying one of his 
legs over the other, in a very uncon- 
cerned poſture, he began to rub it where 
it had been galled by the iron; and 
whether it was to fhew the indifference 
with which he entertained the thoughts 
of his approaching death, or (after his 
uſual manner) to take my occaſion of 


pry upon ſome uſeful ſubject, 


e obſerved the pleaſure of that ſenſa- 
tion which now aroſe in thoſe very parts 


of his leg, that juſt before kad been ſo | 


much pained by the fetter. Upon this 
he refle&ted on the nature of pleaſure 
and pain in general, and how conſtantly 


they ſucceed one another. To this he 


added, that if a man of good genius for 
a fable were to reprefent the nature of 
pleaſure and 5 in that way of writ- 
ing, he would probably join them to- 
gether after ſuch a manner, that it 
would be impoflible for the one to come 
into any place, without being followed 
by the other. | 195 

It is poſſible, that if Plato had thought 


it proper at ſuch a time to deſcribe So- 


crates launching out into a diſcourſe 


which was not of a piece with the buſi- 


neſs of the day, he would have enlarged 


upon this hint, and have drawn it out 


into ſome beautiful allegory or fable. 


But ſince he has not done it, I ſhall at- 
tempt to write one myſelf in the ſpirit 


of that divine author. 


There were two families which from 
the beginning of the world were as op- 
poſite to each other as light and dark- 
neſs. The one of them lived in Hea- 
ven, and the other in Hell. The young- 
eſt deſcendant of the firſt family was 
Pleaſure, who was the daughter of Hap- 
pineſs, who was the child of Virtue, 


Who 


r r a a m 
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Who was the offspring of the gods. 
Theſe, as I ſaid before, had their ha- 
bitation in heaven. The youngeſt of 
the oppoſite family was Pain, who. was 
the ſon of Miſery, who was the child of 
Vice, who was. the offspring of the Fu- 
ries. The habitation. of this race of 
boings was in hell. | 

The middle ſtation of nature between 
theſe two oppolite extremes was the 
earth, which was inhabited by creatures 
of a middle kind, neither fo virtuous as 
the one, nor ſo vicious as the other, but 
partaking of the good and bad qualities 


of theſe two oppolite families. Jupiter 


conſidering that theſe ſpecies commonly 
called Man, was too virtuous to be mi- 
ſerable, and too vicious to be happy; 
that he might make a diſtinction between 
the good hd the bad, ordered the two 
oungeſt of the above-mentioned fami: 
ies, Pleaſure who was the daughter of 
Happineſs, and Pain who was the ſon of 
Milery, to meet one. another upon this 
part of nature which lay in the. halt- 
way between them, having promuled to 


ſettle it upon them both, provided they 


could agree upon the diviſion of it, ſo 
as to ſhare mankind between them. - 

Pleaſure and Pain were no ſooner met 
in their new habitation, but they imme- 
diately agreed upon this point, that Plea- 
ſure. ſhould take poſſeſſion of the virtu- 
ous, and Pain of the vicious part of 
that ſpecies which was given up to them. 
But upon examining to which of them 
any individual they met with belonged, 
they found each of them had a.right to 
him; for that, contrary to. what they 
had ſeen in their old places of reſidence, 
there was no perſon ſo vicious who had 
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not ſome good in him, nor any perſon 
fo virtuous who had not in him fome 
evil. The truth of it is, they generally 
found upon tcarch, that in the mot 
vicious man Pleaſure might lay a claim 
to an hundredth part, and that in the moſt 
virtuous man Pain might come in for at 
leaſt two thirds. This they ſaw would 
occaſion endlets diſputes between them, 
unleſs they could come to ſome accom- 
modation. To this end there was a mar- 
riage propoled between them, and ar 
lengta concluded: by this means it is that 
we find Pleaſure and Pain are ſuch con- 
ſtant yoke-tellows, and that they either 
make their viſits together, or are neu. r 
tar aſunder. If Pain comes into an heart, 
he is quickly followed by Pleaſure; and 
1: Pleaſure enters, you may be ſure Pain 
But notwithſtanding this marriage 

was very convenient for the two parties, 
it did not ſeem to anſwer the intention 
of Jupiter in ſending them among man- 
kind. To remedy therefore this incon- 
venience, it was ſtipulated between them 
by article, and confirmed by the conſent 
of each family, that notwithſtanding 


they here poſſeſſed the ſpecies indifferent- 
ly; upon the death of every ſingle per- 


lon, if he was found to have in him 2 
certain proportion of evil, he ſhould be 
diſpatched into the infernal regions by a 
paſſport from Pain, there to dwell with 
Mitery, Vice, and the Furies. Or on the 
contrary, if he had in him a certain 


proportion of good, he ſhould, be diſ- 


patched into heaven by a paſſport from 


Pleaſure, there to dwell with Happi- 


neſs, Virtue, and the Gods. ET 


* 
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—OPELE IN LONGO FAS EST OBREPERE SOMNUM, 


HEN a man has diſeovered a 
new vein of. humour, it often 
carries him much farther than he ex- 
pected from it. My correſpondents take 
the hint I give them, and purſue it into 
ſpeculations which I never thought of 
at my firſt ſtarting it. This has been 
the fate of my paper on the match of 
grinning, which has already produced & 


&cond paper on parellel ſubjeAs, and 


Honk. Ars Por T. v. 209. 


——IN LONG WORKS SLEEP WILL SOMETIMES SURPRISE, 


Ros coMMon. 


brought me the following letter by the | 
laſt poſt. I ſhall not premiſe any thing 


to it farther, than that it is built on 


matter of fact, and is as follows. 


ln, | 


OU have already obliged the world 
=» witha diſcourſe upon grinning, and 
have ſince proceeded to waiftling, rom 
whence you at length ame te yawning ;z 

— money om 


— 
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fromthis, I think, you may make a very places with theſe good men, 4nd enter 
natural tranſition to ſleeping. I there- themſelves into Nicholas Hart's frater. 
fore recommend to you Ten the ſubjet nity, Could one but lay afleep a few 
of a paper the following advertiſment, duſy heads which I could name, from 
which about two months ago was given the firſt of November next to the firſt of 
into every body's hands, and may be May enſuing, I queftionnot but it would 
ſeen with ſome additions in the Daily very much redound to the quiet of par. 
Courant of Auguſt the nintn. ticular perſons, as well as to the benelit 
Nicholas Hart, who ſlept laſt year of the public. 5 
© at St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, intends But to return to Nicholas Hart: I be. 
© to ſteep this year at the Cock and Bot lieve, Sir, you will think it a very ex- 
| traordinary eireumſtance for a man to 


* the in Little Britain.“ 10 
Having ſince inquired into the matter gain his livelihood by ſleeping, and that 

of fact, I find that the above-mentioned reſt ſhould procure a man ſuſtenance az 
Nicholas Hart is every year feized with well as induftry ; yet fo it is that Nicho- 

a a periodical fit of ſleeping, which begins las got laſt year enough to ſupport him. 
upon the fifth of Auguſt; and ends on felf for a twelvemonth. I am likewiſe 
the eleventh of the fame month: That informed that he has this year had a very 
On the firſt of that month he grew dull; comfortable nap. The poets value 
On the ſecond, appeared drowſy; khemſelves very much for fleeping on 


On the third, fell a yawning; Parnaſſus, but T never heard they got a 
On the fourth, beean to 3 N hs by it ; on the contrary, our triend 
On the fifth, dropped aflkep; Nicholas gets more by ſleeping than he 
On the fixth, was heard to ſnore could by working, and may be more 


On the ſeventh, turned himſelf in his roperly (aid, than ever Homer was, to 
% bk have had golden dreams. Juvenal in- 
On the eighth, recovered his former deed mentrons a drowſy huſband who 
„ falaiſed an eſtate by ſnoring, but then he 
On the ninth felt a ſtretehing; is reprefentedto have flept what the com- 
Orte tenth about midnight, awaked; mon people call a Dog's ſleep; or it his 
On the eleventh in the morning, call- fleep was real his wife was awake, and 
cd for a little ſmall beer. about her buſtneſs. Your pen, which 
This aceount J have extracted out of loves to moralize upon all ſubjects, may 
the journal of this {leeping worthy, as rife ſomething, methinks, on this cir- 
it has been faithfully kept by a gentle- cumſtance alſo, and point out to us thoſe 
man of Lincoln's Inn, who has under- ſets of men, who inſtead of growing rich 
takeñ to be his hiſtoriographler. I have by an honeſt induftsy, recommend them- 
ſent it to you, not only as it repreſents the fel ves to the favours of the great, by 
xctions ot Nicholas Hart, but as it ſeems making themfelves agreeable compa- 
a very natural picture of the life of many nions in the participations of luxury and 
an honeſt Engliſh Gentleman, whole pleaſure. CVVFVF—m Te RING 
whole hiſtory very often conſiſts of I mult farther acquaint you, Sir, that 
yawning, nodding, ſtretching, turning, one of the moſt eminent pens in Grub 
fleeping, drinking, and the likeextraor- Street is now” employed in writing the 
dinary particulars. I do not queſtion, dream of this miraculous ſleeper, which 
Sir, that, if you pleated, you could put I hear will be of a more than ordinary 
out an advertiſement not unlike the length, as it muſt contain all the parti. 
above-mentioned, of ſeveral men of fi- culars that are ſuppoſed to have paſſed 
gure; that Mr. John ſuch-a-one, Gen- in his imagination during ſo long 3 
tleman, or Thomas ſuch-a-one,Eſquire, ſleep. He is ſaid to have gone already 
who ſlept in the country laſt ſummer, through three days and three nights ot 
intends to fleep in town this winter. it, and te have: compriſed in them the 
The worſt of it is, that the drowiy part moſt remarkable paſſages of the four firlt 
of our ſpecies is-chiefly made up of very empires of the world. If he can keep 
| honeſt Gentlemen, who live quietly tree from party ſtrokes, his work may be 
among their neighbours without ever of uſe; but this I much doubt, having 
"diſturbing the public peace: they are been informed by ohe of his friends and 
drones without itings. I could heartily eonfidents, that he has fpoken ſome 
wiſh, that ſeveral turbulent, reſtleſs, am- things of Nimrod with too great free- 
bitious ſpirits, would forawhile-chavgs dom. I am ever, Sir, &. I 
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AND DWELLS SUCH FURY 


J | 4 roms is nothing in which men 


more deceive themſelves than in 
| what the world calls zeal. There are 
ſo many paſſions which hide themſelves 
under it, and ſo many miſchiefs ariſing 
from it, that ſome have gone ſo far as to 
ſay it would have been for the benefit of 
mankind if it had never been reckoned 


in the catalogue of virtues. It is cer- 


tain, where it is once laudable and pru- 
dential, it is an hundred times criminal 
and erroneous z nor can it be otherwiſe, 
if we conſider that it operates with equal 
violence in all religions, however op- 
poſite they may be to one another, and 
in all the ſub-diviſions of each religion 
in particular. , 

We are told by ſome of the Jewiſh 


| Rabbins, that the firſt murder was oc- 


caſioned by a religious controverly 
and if we had the whole hiſtory of zeal 


from the days of Cain to our own times, 


we ſhould fee it filled with fo many 
ſcenes of ſlaughter and bloodſhed, as 
would make a wiſe man very caretul 
how he ſuffers himſelf to be actuated by 


ſuch a principle, when it only regards 


matters of opinion and ſpeculation. 

I would have every zealous man ex- 
amine his heart thoroughly, and, I be- 
lieve, he will often find, that what he 
calls a zeal for his religion, is either 


pride, intereſt, or ill- nature. A man, 


who differs from another in opinion, ſets 
himſelf above him in his own judgment, 
and in ſeveral particulars pretends to be 
the wiſer perlon. This is a great pro- 
vocation to the proud man, and gives 
a very keen edge to what he calls his 
zeal. And that this is the caſe very 
often, we may obſerve from the beha- 
Viour of ſome of the moſt zealous for 


orthodoxy, who have often great friend- 


ips and intimacies with vicious im- 


moral men, provided they do but agree 


with them in the ſame ſcheme of belief. 
The reaſon is, becauſe the vicious be- 
ever gives the precedency to the virtu- 


zus man, and allows the good chriftian 


to be the worthier perſon, at the ſame 
time that he cannot come up to his per- 


* 


—TANTEANE ANINMIS COELESTIBUS 18A? 


ViRkG. EN. 1. VER, 15. 


IN CELESTIAL BREASTS? 


fections. This we find exemplified in 
that trite paſſage which we ſee quoted in 


almoſt every ſyſtem of ethics, though 
upon another occaſion. 


deo meliora probogue „ 
Deteri ru ſequo 1 


Oviv. MET. I. vII. VER. 20. 
I ſee the right, and I approve it tod; ol | 


Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pur ſue · 
_ | TATE, 


On the contrary, it is certain, if our zeal 
were true and genuine, we ſhould be 


much more angry with a finner than a 
heretic; ſince there are ſeveral caſes 
which may excuſe the latter before his 


great Judge, but none which can excuſe 


the former. 


Intereſt is likewiſe a great inflamer, | 


and ſets a man on perſecution under the 


colour of zeal. For this reaſon we find 


none are ſo forward to promote the true 


worſhip by fire and [word, as thoſe who 


find their preſent account in it. But J 


ſhall extend the word Intereſt to a larger 
meaning than what isgenerally given it, 
as it relates to our ſpiritual ſafety and 
welfare, as well as to our temporal. A 
man is glad to gain numbers on his fide, 
as they ſerve to ſtrengthen him in his 


private Opinions. Every proſelyte is 
like a new argument for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his taith. It makes him believe 


that his principles carry conviction with 


them, and are the more-likely to be true, 
when he finds they are conformable to 


the reaſon of others, as well as to his 
own. And that this temper of mind 


deludes a man very often into an opinion 
of his zeal, may appear from the com- 
mon behaviour ot the Athetit, who 


maintains and ſpreads his opinions with 
as much heat as thoſe who believe they 
do it only out of a paſſion for God's 


a natural rancour and malice in his 
heart, whica has been in ſome mealſure 
quelled and ſubdued by religion; but if 


it finds any pretence of breaking out, 


2 2. _ which 


IIl- nature is another dreadful imitator 
of zeal. Many a good man may have 
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which does not ſeem to him inconſiſtent 
with the duties of a chriſtian, it throws 
off all reſtraint, and rages in it's full 
ys Zeal is therefore a great eaſe to a 
nalicious man, by making him believe 
he does God ſervice, whilſt he is grati- 
fying the bent of a perverſe revengeful 
| er nf For this reaſon we find, that 
moſt of the maſſacres and devaſtations, 
which have been in the world, have 
taken their riſe from a furious pretend» 

ed zeal. = ERS | 
T love to ſee a man zealous in a good 
matter, and eſpecially when his zeal 
Mews itſelf for advancing morality, and 
promoting the happineſs of mankind: 
but when I find the inſtruments he 
works with, are racks and gibbets, gal- 
lies and dungeons ; when he impritons 
mens perſons, confiſcates their «ſtates, 
ruins their families, and burns the body 
to fave the ſoul, I cannot ſtick to pro- 


nounce of ſuch a one, that (whatever he 


may think of his faith and religion) his 
faith is vain, and his religion unprofi- 
table. | 
After having treated of theſe falſe 
zealots in religion, I cannot forbear men- 
tioning a monſtrous ſpecies of men, who 
one would not think had any exiſtence 


In nature, were they not to be met with 
in ordinary converſation, I mean the 


zealots in atheiſm. One would fancy 
that theſe men, thongh they tall ſhort, 
an every other reſpect, of thoſe who make 
aà profeſſion of religion, would at leaft 
outſhine them in this particular, and be 
exempt from that ſingle fault which 


ſeems to grow out of the imprudent fer- 


vours of religion: but ſo it is, that in- 
fidelity is propagated with as much 
fierceneſs and contention, wrath and in- 


dignation, as if the ſafety of mankind 


depended upon it. There is ſomething 
Jo ridiculous and perverſe in this kind of 
zealots, that one does not know how to 
ſet them out in their proper colours. 
They are a ſort of gameſters, who are 
eternally upon the fret, though they play 


for nothing. They are perpetually - 
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zeal of ipreading atheiſm is, if poſſible, 


and infidels, I muſt farther obſerve that 


wranglers, for their own and. for the 


ſiſtently with themſelves, as not to burn 


teizing their friends to come over to 
them, tl:ough at the ſame time they al. 
low that neither of them ſhall get any 
thing by the bargain. In ſhort, the 


more abſurd than atheiſm itſelf. 
Since I have mentioned this unac. 
countable zeal which appears in atheiſts 


they are likewiſe in a moſt particular 
manner poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of 
bigotry. They are wedded to opinions 
full of contradiction and impoikbility, 
and at the ſame time look upon the 
ſmalleſt difficulty in an article of faith 
as a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting it. 
Notions that fall in with the common 
reaſon of mankind, that are conform- 
able to the ſenſe of all ages and all na- 
tions, not to mention their tendency for 
promoting the happineſs of ſocieties, or 
particular perſons, are exploded as er- 
rors and prejudices; and ſchemes erected 
in their ſtead that are altogether mon- 
ſtrous and irrational, and require the 
moſt extravagant credulity to embrace 
them. I would fain aſk one of theſe 
bigotted infidels, ſuppoſing all the great 
points of atheiſm, as the caſual or eternal 
formation of the world, the materiality 
of a thinking ſubſtance, the mortality ot 
the ſoul, the fortuitous organization of 
the body, the motions and gravitation 
of matter, with the like particulars, 
were laid together and formed into a 
kind of creed, according to the opinions 
of the moſt celebrated atheiſts; I ſay, 
ſuppoling ſuch a creed as this were 
formed and impoſed upon any one peo- 
ple in the world, whether it would 
not require an infinitely greater mea- 
ſure of faith, than any ſet of articles 
which they 1o violently oppoſe? Let 
me therefore adviſe this generation of 
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public good, to act at leaſt ſo con- 


with zeal for irreligion, and with bigotry 
for nonſenſe. 1 5 5 
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Ne CLXXXVI. WEDNE 


COELUM IPSUM PETIMUS STULTITIA, 


a 


SDAY, OCTOBER 3. 


Hok, Ob. III. I. 1, VER», 38. 


=———5CARCE THE GODS AND HEAVENLY CLIMES, ; 


ARE SAFE FROM OUR AUDACIJIOUS C IMES. 


1 79 74 my return to my lodgings 
J laftnightT found a letter from my 
worthy friend the clergyman, whom 1 
have given ſome account ok in my for- 
mer papers. He tells me in it that he 


us particularly p leaſed with che latter 


part of my yeſterday's ſpeculation; and 
at the ſame time incioſed the following 
eſſay, which he deſires me to publiſh as 


the ſequel of that diſcourſe. It conſiſts 


partly of uncommon reflections, and 
partly of ſuch as have been already uſed, 
on now {et in a ſtronger light. 


A Believer may be excuſed by the moſt 
X hardened atheiſt for endeavouring 


to make him a convert, becauſe he does 
it with an eye to both their in:ereſts. 


The atheiſt is inexcuſable who tries to 


gain over a believer, becauſe. he does 


not propoſe the doing himſelf or the be- 
liever any good by ſuch a converſion. 
The proſpect of a iuture Rate is the 
ſecret comfort and refreſhment of my 
foul; it is that which makes nature look 
gay about me; it doubles all my plea- 
ſures, and ſupports me under all my af- 
fictions. I can look at diſappointments 
and misfortunes, pain and ſickneſs, 
death itſelf, and, what is worſe than 
death, the loſs of thoſe who are deareſt 
to me, with indifference, ſo long as J 
keep in view the pleaſures of eternity, 
and the ſtate of being in which there 
will be no fears nor apprehenſions, pains 
nor forrows, ſicknels nor ſeparation. 
Why will any man be fo impertinently 
officious as to tell me all this is only 
fancy and deluſion? Is there any merit 
in being the meſſenger of ill news? If 
it is a dream, let me enjoy it, ſince it 


makes me both the happier and better 


man. 5 3 

I muſt confeſs, I do not know how 
to truſt a man who believes neither hea- 
ven nor hell, or, in other words, a u— 
ture ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. 


Not only natural felt-love, but reaton 


directs us to promote our own intere{t 
above all things, It can never be for 


Da vx. 


the intereſt of a believer to do me a miſ- 


chief, becauſe he is ſure upon the ba- 
lance 0: accounts to find himſelf a loſer 
by it. On the contrary, if he conſiders 
his own welare in his behaviour to- 
wards me, it will lead him to do me all 


the good he can, and at the ſame time 


reſtrain him from doing me an injury. 
An unbellever does not 'a& like a rea- 
ſonable creature, if he favours me con- 
trary to his preſent intereſt, or does not 


diſtreſs me when it turts to his preſent 


advantage. Honour and good- nature 


may indeed tie up his hands; but as 


theſe would be very much ſtrengthened 
by reaſon and principle, ſo without them 
they are only inſtincts, or wavering un- 


ſettled notions, Which reſt on no foun- 


dation. 


good ſucceſs of late years, that it is 


driven out of all it's out-works. The 


atheiſt has not found his poſt tenable, 
and is therefore retired into Peiſm, and 


a diſbelief of revealed religion only. But, 
the truth of it is, the greateſt number of 
this ſet of men, are thote who, for want of 


a virtuous education, or examining the 
grounds of religion, know fo very little 
of the matter in queſtion, that their in- 


fidelity is but another term for their ig- | 


porance. 5 | 
As tolly and inconſiderateneſs are the 
foundations of infidelity, the great pil- 


lars and ſupports of it are either a ya- 


nity of appearing wiſer than the reſt of 
mankind, or an oftentation of courage 
in leipiling the terrors of another world, 


which have ſo great an influence on 


what they call weaker minds; or an 
averhon to a belief that muſt cut them 


off from many of thoſe pleaſures they 
propoſe to themſelves, and fill them with 
remorle for many of thoſe they have al- 
ready talted, _ 255 

The great received articles of the 
Chriitian Religion have been fo clearly 
proved, trom the authority of that divine 


revelation in which they are delivered, 
that it is impoſſible tor thoſe who have 


2 Z 2 cars 


Infidelity has been attacked with ſo 
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ears to hear, and eyes to ſee, not to be 
convinced of them. 
ble for any thing in the Chriſtian Faith 
to be erroneous, I can find no ill con- 
ſequences in adhering to it. The great 
points of the incarnation and ſufferings 
of our Saviour produce naturally ſuch 
habits of virtue in the mind of man, that 
I fay, ſuppoſing it were poſſible for us 
to be miſtaken in them, the infidel him- 
ſelf muſt at leaſt allow that no other 


ſyſtem of religion could fo effectually 


contribute to the heightening of mo- 
rality. They give us great ideas of the 
dignity of human nature, and of the 
love which the Supreme Being bears to 
his creatures, and conſequently engage 
us in the higheſt acts of duty towards 
our Creator, our neighbour, .and our- 
ſelves. How many noble arguments 
has St. Paul raiſed from the chief arti- 
cles of our religion, tor the advancing 
of morality in it's three great branches? 
To give a ſingle example in each kind: 
What can be a ſtronger motiye toa firm 
truit and reliance on the mercies of our 
Maker, than the giving his Son to ſuf- 


fer for us? What can make us love 


and eſteem even the moſt inconſiderable 


of mankind more than the thought that 


Chriſt died for him? Or what diſpoſe 
us to ſet a rifter guard upon the purity 
of our own hearts, than our being mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and a part of the ſociety 
of which that immaculate perſon is the 
head ? But theſe are only a ſpecimen of 


thoſe admirable inforcements of mo- 


rality, which the Apoſtle has drawn 


from the hiſtory of our bleſſed Saviour. 


If our modern infidels conſidered 
theſe matters with that candour and ſe- 


*riouſneſs which they deſerve, we ſhould 


not ſee them act with ſuch a ſpirit of 
bitterneſs, arrogance, and malice: they 


Ll 


* 


But were it poſſi- 


ch inſignificant 


cavils, doubts, and ſcruples, as may be 
ſtarted againſt every thing that is not 
capable of mathematical demonſtration, 
in order to unſettle the minds of the ig. 
norant, diſturb the public peace, ſubyert 
morality, and throw all things into con. 
fuſion and diſorder. If none of theſe 
reflect ions can have any influence on 
them, there is, one that perhaps may, 
becauſe it is adapted to their vanity, by 
which they ſeem to be guided much more 
than their reaſon. I would therefore 
have them conſider, that the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men, in all ages of the world, 
have been thoſe who fired up to the re- 
ligion of their country, and to the beſt 
lights they had of the divine nature, 
Pythagoras's firſt rule directs us te wor. 


ſhip the gods *as it is ordained by law,“ 


for that is the moſt natural interpre:a- 
tion of the precept. Socrates, who was 
the moſt renowned among the heathens 
both for wiſdom and virtue, in his laſt 


moments deſires his friends to offer a 
cock to ÆEſculapius; doubtleſs out of a 


ſubmiſſive deference to the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip of his country. Zenophon tells 


us, that his prince, (whom he lets forth 


as a pattern of perfection) when he 
found his death approaching, offered ſa- 
crifices on the mountains to the Perſian 


Jupiter, and the ſun, according to the 
* cuſtom of the Perſians;“ for thoſe are 
Nay, the 


the words of the hiſtorian. 
Epicureans and atomical philoſophers 
ſhewed a very remarkable modeſty in 
this particular; tor though the being of 
a God was intirely repugnant to their 


ſchemes of natural philoſophy, they 
contented themſelves with the denial of 


a providence, aſſerting at the ſame time 


the exiſtence of gods in general; becauſe 


they would not ſhock .the common be- 
lief of mankind, and the religion ol 
their country. $ 


Ne CLXXXVII. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4. , 


AH, WRETCHED THOSE WHO L 


THE SMILING TREACHERY OF TRT EYE 


5 T. intelligence given by this cor- 


reſpondent is fo important and 


uſeful, in order to avoid the perſons he 


peaks of, that I ſhall inſert his letter 
ED RC I WE. 


| MISERT QUIRUS 
INTENTATA NITESm—o—m——_ 


Hor, Oo. V. 1. I. V. 12s 
OVE, VET NE'ER DID TRY 
CRrEECHY 


MR. SPECTATOR, 3 | 
1 Do not know that you have ever 


touched upon a certain ſpecies of wo- 
men, whom we ordinarily call Jilts.“ 


You cannot poſſibly go upon a more 
„„ . | uſeful 
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uſeful work, than the conſideration of 
theſe dangerous animals. The Co- 
Juette is indeed one degree towards the 
jilt ; but the heart of the former is bent 
upon admiring herſelf, and giving falſe 
hopes to her lovers; but the latter is not 
contented to be extremely amiable, but 
ſhe muſt add to that adyantage a certain 
delight in being a torment to others. 
Thus when her lover is in the full ex- 
pectation of ſucceſs, the Jilt ſhall meet 
him with a ſudden indifference, and ad- 
miration in her face at his being ſur- 
priſed that he 18 received like a ſtranger, 
and acaſt of her head another way with 
a pleaſant ſcorn of the fellow's inſolence. 
It is very probable the lover goes home 
utterly aſtoniſhed and dejected, fits down 
to his ſcrutoir, ſends her word in the 
moſt abject terms, that he knows not 
what he has done ; that all which was 
deſirable in this life is ſo ſuddenly va- 
niſhed from him, that the charmer of 
his ſoul ſhould withdraw the vital heat 
from the heart which pants for her. He 


time, pining in ſecret, and out of hu- 
mour with all things which he meets 


to try his fate, and explain with her re- 
ſolutely upon her unaccountable car- 
 riage, He walks up to her apartment, 
with a thouſand inquietudes and doubts 
in what manner he ſhall meet the firſt 
© catof her eye; when upon his firſt ap- 
pearance ſhe flies towards him, wonders 
where he has been, accuſes him of his 
abſence, and treats him with a fami- 
liarity as ſurpriſing as her former cold- 
nels. This good correſpondence con- 
tinues till the lady oblerves the lover 
grows happy in it, and then ſhe inter- 
rupts it with iome new inconſiſtency of 
behaviour.” For (as I juſt now laid) 
the happineſs of a Jilt conſiſts only in 
the power of making others uneaſy. 
But ſuch is the folly of this ſect of wo- 
men, that they carry on this pretty ſxit- 
tiſh behaviour, until they havenocharms 
left to render it ſupportable. Corinna, 
that uſed to torment all who converſed 
with her with falſe glances, and little 
eedleſs unguarded motions, that were 
to betray ſome inclination towards the 


{ent all ſhe attempts that way unre- 
garded ; and is obliged to indulge the 
Jilt in her conſtitution, by laying artifi- 
cial plots, writing perplexing letters 
ſrom unknown hands, and making all 


" # 
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continues a mournful abſence for ſome 


with. At length he takes a reſolution 


man ſhe would enſnare, finds at pre- 


the young fellows in love with her, until 

they, find out who ſhe is. Thus, as 
before ſhe gave torment by diſguifing 
her inclination, ſhe now is obliged todo 
it by hiding her perſon. 

As for my own part, Mr. Spectator, 
it has been my unhappy fate to be jilted 
from my. youth upward ; and as my 
taſte has been very much towards in- 
trigue, and having intelligence with wo- 
men of wit, my whole lite has paſſed 
away in a ſeries of impolitions. I ſhall, 
for the benefit of the preſent race of 
young men, give ſome account of my 
loves. I know not whether you have 
ever heard of the famous girl about 
town called Kitty: this creature (for I 
muſt take ſhame upon myſelf) was my 
miſtreſs in the days when keeping was 
in faſhion. Kitty, under the appear- 
ance of being wild, thoughtleſs, and ir- 
regular in all her words and actions, 


concealed the moſt accompliſhed Jilt of 


her time. Her negiigence had to me a 
charm in it like that of chaſtity, and 
want of dehres ſeemed as great a merit 
as the conqueſt of them. The air ſhe 


gave herſelt was that of a romping girl, 


and whenever I talked to her with any 
turn of fondneſs, ſhe would immediate-_ 
ly ſnatch off my periwig, try it upon?“ 
berſelf in the glaſs, clap her arms a- 


kimbow, draw my ſword, and make 
paſſes on the wall, take off my cravat, 


and ſeize it to make iome other uſe of 
the lace, or run into ſome other unac- 
countable rompiſhneſs, till the time I 
had appointed to pais away with her was 
over. I went from her tull of plea- 
{ure at the reflection that I had the 
keeping of ſo much beauty in a woman, 
who, as ſhe was too heedleſs to pleaſe 
me, was alſo too unattentive to form a 
deſign to wrong me. Long did I di- 
vert every hour that hung heavy upon 
me in the company of this creature, 
whom I looked upon as neither guilty 


nor innocent, but could laugh at my ſele 


for my unaccountable pleature in an 


expence upon her, until in the end it 
appeared my pretty inſenſible was with 
child by my footman. . | 

This accident rouſed me into a diſ- 
dain againſt all libertine women, under 
what appearance ſoever they hid their 
inſincericy, and I reloived after that 
time to converſe with none but thoſe 
who lived within the rules of decency 
and honour. To this end I formed 
mylelt into a more regular turn of be- 
e 99 haviour, 
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conſtant readineſs to perform. In a 
very little time, (having a plentiful for- 
tune) fathers and mothers began to re- 
gard me as a good mateh, and I found 


eaſy admittance into the beſt families in 


town to oblerve their daughters; but I, 
who was born to follow the fair to no 
purpoſe, have by the force of my ill 
mars made my application to three Jilts 
fucceſſively. e ee | 


Hyæna is one of thoſe who form 


themſelves into a melancholy and indo- 
tent air, and endeavour to gain admirers 
from their inattention to all around 
them. Hywmna can loll in her coach, 
with ſomething ſo fixed in her counte- 
nance, that it is impoſſible to conceive 
her meditation is employed only on her 
dreſs and her charms 1n that poſture, 
If it were not too coarſe a ſimile, I 


mould ſay, Hyzna, in the figure ſhe af- 


fects to appear in, is a ſpider in the 


midſt of a cobweb, that is ſure to de- 
troy every fly that approaches it. The 


net Hyzna throws 1s ſo fine, that you 


are taken in it before you can obſerve 
any part of her work. I attempted 
her for a long and weary ſeaſon, but I 
found her palſion went no farther than 
to be admired; and ſhe is of that unrea- 
tonable temper, as not to value the in- 
eonſtancy of her lovers, provided ſhe 
can boaſt ſhe once had their addreſſes, 


md 
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Lars tomitagDant's TE LAUDATO VIRo. 
IT GIVES ME PLEASURE TO BE PRAISED BY vou, WHOM ALI. Mn PRAISE: 


ILIE is a very unhappy man who ſets 


his heart upon being admired by 

of j 7 8 
the multitude, or affects a general and 
undiſtinguiſhing applauſe among men. 


What pious men call the teſtimony of a 


good conicience, ſhould be the meaſure 


ot our ambition in this Kind; that is to 


fay, a man of {pirit ſhould contemn the 


praiſe of the ignorant, and like being 


applauded for nothing but what he 


knows in his own heart he delerves. 
Beſides which the character of the- per- 
{on who commends you is to be conti- 


haviour, and began to make viſits, fre- 
quent aſſemblies, and lead out ladies 
from the theatres, with all the other in- 
fignificant duties which the profeſſod 
ſervants of the fair place themſelves in 


Biblis was the ſecond I aimed at, and 


uſe of young tradeſmen in the laſt year 


her vanity lay in purchaſing the adorer; 
of others, and not in rejoicing in their 
love itſelf. Biblis is no man's miſtreſs, 
but every woman's rival. As ſoon ag 
I found this, I fell in love with Cloe, 
who is my preſent pleaſure and tormert. 
TI have writ to her, danced with her, and 
fought for her, and have been her man 
in the ſight and expectation of the who] 
town theſe three years, and thought my. 
ſelf near the end of my withes ; When 


the other day ſhe called me into her clo- 


ſet and told me, with a very grave face, 
that ſne was a woman of honour, and 
feorned to deceive a man who loved her 
with ſo much fincerity as ſhe faw I did, 
and therefore ſhe muſt iniorm me tha 
ſhe was by nature the moſt inconſtant 
creature breathing, and begged of me 
not to marry her; if I inſiſted upon it, 
I ſhould ; but that ſhe was lately fallen 
in love with another. What to do or 
ſay J know not, but deſire you to inform 
me, and you will infinitely oblige, Sir, 
your molt humble tervant, 


CHARLES YELLOW, 


* ADVERTISEMENT. 


Mr. Sly, haberdaſher of hats, at the 


corner of Devereux Court in the Strand, 
gives notice, that he has prepared very 
neat hats, rubbers, and bruſhes tor the 


of their apprenticeſhip, at reaſonable 
rates. HIS en on oP 


Wr. 


dered, before you ſet a value upon his 
eſteem. The praiſe of an ignorant man 
is onty good-will, and you ſhould re- 
ceive his kindneis as he is a good neigh- 
bour in ſociety, and not as a good judge 
of your actions in point of fame and 
reputation. The ſatiriſt ſaid very well 
of popular praiſe and acclamations— 
Give the tinkers and coblers their pre- 
* ſents again, and learn to live of your- 


« ſelf.” It is an argument 0: a loole 


and ungoverned mind to be affected 
with the promiſcuous approbation of 


the 
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coarſe an appetite of fame. Men of 
honour ſhould endeavour only to pleaſe 
the worthy, and the man of merit ſhould 
defre to be tried only by his peers. I 
thought it a noble ſentiment which I 
heard yeſterday uttered in converſation 
I know, [aid a gentleman, © a way 


to be greater than any man: if he has 


« worth in him, IT can rejoice in his fu- 
© periority to me; and that ſatis faction 
« js a greater act of the foul in me, than 
any in him which can poiſibly appear 
to me.“ This thought could not pro- 
ceed but from a candid and generous 
ſpirit; and the approbat ion of ſuch minds 
is what may be eſtcemed true praile : 
tor with the common rate of men there 
is nothing commendable but what they 
themſelves may hope to be partakers of, 
and arrive at: but the motive truly glo- 
rious is, when the mind is ſet rather to 
do things laudable, than to purchaſe 
reputation. Where there is that ſin- 
eerity as the foundation of a good name, 


the kind opinion of virtuous men will 
be an unſought, but a neceſſary conſe- 


quence. The Lacedæmonians, though 
a plain people, and no pretenders to po- 


| Hteneſs, had a certain delicacy in their 


ſenſe of glory, and ſacrificed to the muſes 
when they entered upon any great en- 
terpriſe. They would have the com- 
memoration of their actions be tranſ- 
mitted by the pureſt and moſt untainted 
memorialiſts. The din which attends 
victories and public triumphs is by far 
tels eligible than the recital of the ac- 
tions cf great men by honeſt and wiſe 


hiſtorians, Tt is a frivolous pleaſure to 


be the admiration of gaping crowds ; 
but to have the approbation of a good 
man in the cool refle&tions of his cloſet, 
is a grat ĩficat ion worthy an heroic ſpirit. 
The applauſe of the crowd makes the 


head giddy, but the atteſtation of a rea- 


ſonable man makes the heart glad. 


What makes the love of popular or 


general praiſe ſtill more ridiculous, is, 
that it is uſually given for circumſtances 
which are foreign to the perſons ad- 
mired. Thus they are the ordinary at- 
tendants on power and riches, which 
may be taken out of one man's hands, 
and put inte another's. The applica- 
tion only, and not the poſſeſſion, makes 
thoſe outward things honourable. The 
vulgar and men of ſenſe agree in ad- 
Mring men for having what they them- 
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ihe generality of mankind; and a man 
of virtue ſhould” be too delicate for fo 


of me with ſo much applauſe. 


ſelves would rather be poſſeſſed of ; the 
wile man applands him whom he thinks 
molt virtuous, the reft of the world him 
whois moſt wealthy. | 

Whena man is in this way of think 


ing, I do not know what can occur ta 


one more monſtrous, than to ſee perſons 


of ingenuity addreis their ſetvices and 
performances to men no way addicted 
to liberal arts. In theſe caſes, the praiſe 
on one hand, and the patronage on the 


other, are equally the objects of ridi- 


cule. Dedications to ignorant men are 
as abſurd as any of the ipeeches of Bul- 
finch in the Proll: ſuch an addreſs one 
is apt to tranſlute into other words; and 
when the different parties are thorough- 
ly conſidered, the panegyric generally 
implies no more than it the author 
ſhould ſay to the patron—“ My very 
© good Lord, you and I can never un- 
© deritand one another, therefore I hum- 


© bly defire we may be intimate friends 


© for the future. | 
The rich may as well aſk to borrow 


of the poor, as the man of virtue or me- 


rit hope for addition to his character 


from any but ſuch as himſelf, He that 


commends another, engages ſo much of 
his own reputation as he gives to that 


perſon commended ; and he that has no- 


thing laudable in himſelf is not of ability 
to be ſuch a ſurety. The wile Phocion 


was ſo ſenfible how dangerous it was to 


be touched with what the multitude ap- 
proved, that upon a general acclamation 
made when he was making an oration, 


he turned to an intelligent friend whe _ 


ſtood near him, and aſked in a ſurpriſed 
manner—* What {lip have I made? 
I ſhall conclude this paper with a bil- 


* 


let which has fallen into my hands, and 


was written to a lady from a gentleman 
whom ſhe had highly commended. The 
author of it had formerly been her lov- 
er. When all poſſibility of commerce 


between them on the ſubject of love was 


cut off, the ſpoke ſo handſomely of him, 


as to give occaſion tor this letter. 


MADAM, os N 


I Should be inſenſible to a ſtupidity, if 
XI could forbear making you my ac- 


knowledgments for your late mention 


It is, I 


think, your fate to give me new ſenti- 
ments; as you formerly inſpired me 
with the true ſenſe of love, fo do you 
now with the true ſenſe of glory. As 
deſire had the leaſt part in the paſſion I 
| | = | =. - heretofore 
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heretofore profeſſed towards you, ſo has 
vanity no thare in the glory to which 
u have now raiſed me. Innocence, 
knowledge, beauty, virtue, ſincerity, 
and diſcretion, are the conſtant orna- 
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ments of her who has ſaid this 
Fame is a babbler, but I have ar 
the higheſt glory in this world, t! 
mendation of the moſt deſerving 
init. . IX: | 


No CLXXXIX. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6. 


PAT RIZ PIETATIS INM AGO. 


AN IMAGE OF PATERNAL TEN DERNES8 1 


IHE following letter being written 

to my bookſeller, upon a ſubject 

of which I treated fome time ſince, I 

fhall publiſh it in this paper, together 
with the letter that was incloſed in it. 


MR. BUCKLEY, 


M R. Spectator having of late deſ. 


canted upon the cruelty of parents 
to their children, I have been induced 
(at the requeſt of ſeveral of Mr. Spec- 


tator's admirers) to incloſe this letter, 


which J aſſure you is the original from 


a father to his own ſon, notwithſtanding 


the latter gave but little or no provoca- 


tion. It would be wondertully oblig- 


ing to the world, if Mr. Spectator 
_ would give his opinion of it in ſome of 


his ſpeculations, and particularly to 


(Mr. Buckley,) your humble ſervant. 


sn au, „„ 
* OU are a ſaucy audacious raſcal, 
and both fool and mad, and I care 


not a farthing whether you comply or 
no; that does not raze out my impreſ- 


ſtons of your inſolence, going about 
railing at me, and the next day to ſo- 
licit iny favour: theſe are inconſiſten- 


cies, ſuch as diſcover thy reaſon de- 


praved. To be brief, I never deſire to 
lee your face; and, ſirrah, if you go 
to the work-houle, it is no diſgrace to 


me for you to be ſupported there; and 
it you ſtarve in the ſtreets, I will never 
give any thing underhand in your be- 


alf. If T have any more of your ſerib- 
bling nonſenſe I will break your head 
the firſt time I ſet ſight on you. You 
are a ſtubborn beaſt; is this your gra- 


titude fer my giving you money? You 
rogue, UI better your judgment, and 


give you a greater ſenſe of your duty to 
(I regret to ſay) your father, &c. 


” 
Lorry wr gr _wrm__—y— oy ry wr ogy ger CRE 


P. S. It is prudence in you to ket; 
out of my fight; for to reproach me, 
that Might overcomes Right, on the 
outſide of your letter, I ſhall give you 
a great knock on the ſkull for it. 


Was there ever ſuch an image of pa- 
ternal tenderneſs! It was uſual among 


ſome of the Greeks to make their {laves 
drink to exceſs, and then expoic thcin 
to their children, who by that means 
conceived an early averſion to a vice 


which makes men appear ſo monſtrous 


and irrational. I have expoſed this 
picture of an unnatural father with the 
tame intention, that it's deformity may 
deter others from it's reſemblance. It 
the reader has a mind to ſee a father of 


the ſame ſtamp repreſented in the molt 


exquiſite ſtrokes of humour, he may 
meet with it in one of the fineſt come- 
dies that ever appeared upon the Engliſh 
ſtage; I mean the part of Sir Sampfon 
in Love tor Love, | 


I muſt not, however, engage myſelk 
blindly on the fide of the ſon, to whom 


the fond letter above-written was di- 
rected. His father calls him a * ſaucy 
© and audacious raſcal' in the firſt line, 


and I am afraid upon examination he 
will prove but an ungracious youth. 


© To go about railing” at his father, 
and to find no other place but the out- 
© fide of his letter? to tell him * that 


© might overcomes right, if it does not 


diſcover © his reaſon to be depraved, and 
© that he is either fool or mad, as the 
choleric old gentleman tells him, we 
may at leaſt allow that the father will 
do very well in endeavouring to better 


© his judgment, and give him a greater 
© ſenſe of his duty. But whether this 


may be brought about by breaking his 
© head,” or © giving him a great knock 
| | | | on 


8e << <<, © 


- 
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ton the ſcull,? ought, T think, to be fayours ſhould be a leſs inducement to 
well conſidered.” Upon the whole, I good-will, - tenderneſs, and commiſera- 
wiſh the father has not met with his tion, than the conferring of them; and 
match, and that he may not be as equally that the taking care of any perſon ſhould 
paired with a fon, as the mother in endear the child or dependent more to 
irgil. 5 | the parent or benefactor, than the pa- 
; . rent or bene factor to the child or de- 
Crudelis mater magis, an puer improbus ille? 2 3 ſo it 85 1 N afar 
Inprobus ille puer, crudelis iu quoque mater, cruel parent we meet with a thouſan 
| EcL, vIII. ver. 43, undutiful children, This is indeed 
 wonderiully contrived: (as I have for- 
merly obſerved) for the ſupport of every 
living ſpecies; but at the ſame time that 
it ſhews the wiſdom of the Creator, it 
| diſcovers the imperfection and dege- 
| > 1s . neracy of the creature. 
poke x oak 1 | ; The obedience of children to their 
Bad the crow, bad the egg. parents 1s the baſis of all government, 
3 | and ſet forth as the meaſure of that obe- 
J ͤmuſt here take notice of a letter dience which we owe to thoſe whom 
which I have received from an unknown Providence hath placed over us. | 
correſpondent,” upon the ſubject of my It is Father Le Compte, if I am 
paper, upon which the for egoing letter not miſtaken, who tells us how want of 
is likewiſe founded. The writer of it duty in this particular is puniſhed a- 
ſeems very much concerned leſt that mong the Chineſe, inſomuch that if a 
paper ſhould ſeem to give encourage- fon ſhould be known to kill, or ſo much 
ment to the diſobedience of children to- ag to ſtrike his father, not only the cri- 
wards their parents; but if the writer minal but his whole family would be 
of it will take the pains to read it over rooted out, nay the inhabitants of the 
again attentively, I dare ſay his appre- place where he lived would be put to the 
| henfions will vaniſh. - Pardon and re-  {word, nay the place itſelf would be 
conciliation are all the penitent daughter razed to the ground, and it's founda- 
requeſts, and all that I contend for in tions ſown with falt: for, ſay they, 
her behalf, and in this caſe I may uſe there muſt have been an utter deprava- 
the ſaying of an eminent wit, who, tion of manners in that clan or lociety 
upon ſome great mens preſſing him to of people who could have bred up among 
forgive his daughter who had married them ſo horrid an offender. To this I 
againſt his conſent, told them he could ſhall add a paſſage out of the firſt book 
refuſe nothing to their inſtances, but of Herodotus. That hiſtorian, in his 
that he would have them remember account of the Perſian cuſtoms and re- 
there was difference between giving and ligion, tells us, it is their opinion that 
J 7 : | no man ever killed his father, or that 
I muſt confeſs, in all controverſies it is poſſible ſuch a crime ſhould be in 
between parents and their children, I, nature; but that if any thing like it 
am naturally prejudiced in favour ef ſhould ever happen, they conclude that 
the former. The obligations on that the reputed ſon muſt have been illegiti- 
ſide can never be acquitted, and I think mate, ſuppoſititious, or begotten in 
it is one of the greateſt reflections upon adultery. Their opinion in this parti- 
human nature that paternal inſftint cular ſhews ſufficiently what a notion 
| ſhould be a ſtronger motive to love than they muſt have had of undutifulneſs in 
hlial gratitude ; that the receiving of general, 8 L 


PLN 


Cruel alike the mother and the ſon, 


Or like the erow and her egg, in the 
Greek proverb. 1 


-_ 
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Ne CXC. MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 


SERVITUS CRESCIT NOV A=—omm— 
Hor, Op, VIII. I. Hs. VER, 18. 


A SERVITUDE TO FORMER TIMES UNKNOVN, - 


| INC E I made ſome reflections 


| upon the general negligence uſed 
in the caſe of regard towards women, 
or, in other words, fince I talked of 
wenching, I have had epiſtles upon that 
fubject, which J ſhall, for the preſent 
entertainment, inſert as they lie before 
me. 


NIR. 3 TCT ATOR, . | 
A® your ſpeculations are not confined 
| to any part of human life, but con- 
cern the wicked as well as the good, I 
mult delire your favourable acceptance 
of what I, a poor ſtrolling girl about 
town, have to ſay to you. I was told 
by a Roman Catholic gentleman who 
picked me up laſt week, and wito, I 
hope, is abſolved for what paſſed be- 


tween us; I ſay, I was told by fuch a 


_ perſon, who endeavoured to convert me 
to his own religion, that in countries 
where popery prevails, beſides the ad- 
vantage of licenced ſtews, there are large 
endowments given for the Incurabili, I 
think he called them, ſuch as are paſt 
all remedy, and are allowed ſuch main- 
tenance and ſupport as to keep them 
without farther care till they expire. 
This manner of treating poor ſinners 
has, methinks, great humanity in it; 
and as you are a perion who pretend to 


Carry your refle&tions upon all ſubjects. 


whatever that occur to you, with can- 
_ Cour, and act above the ſenſe of what 
miſinterpretation you may meet with, I 


beg the favour of you to lay before all 


the world the unhappy condition of us 
poor vagrants, who are really in a way 
of labour inſtead of idleneſs. There 

are crowds of us whoſe manner of live- 
| lihood has long ceaſed to be pleaſing to 


us; and who, would willingly lead a ; 


new lite, if the rigour of the virtugus 


did not for ever expel us from coming 


into the world again. As it now hap- 


pens, to the eternal infamy of the male 
tex, falſhood among you is not re- 


proachful, but credulity in women is 


* 


infamous. 


upon all that was 


Give me leave, Sir, to give yo"; 1 
hiſtory, You are to know that I . ,, 
daughter of a man of a good reputation, 
tenant to a man of quality. 'The heir 
of this great houſe took it in his head 
to caſt a favourable eye upon me, and 
ſucceeded. I do not pretend to lay he 
promiſed me marriage: I was not a 
creature ſilly enough ta, be taken by ſo 
fooliſh a ſtory : but he ran away with 


me up to this town, and introduced me 


to a grave matron, with whom I board- 
ed for a day or two with great gravity, 


and was not a little pleaſed with the 


change of my condition, from that of a 
country life to the fineſt company, as I 
believed, in the whole world. My. 
humble fervant made me underſtand 
that I ſhould be always kept in the plen- 
tiful condition I then enjoyed : when 
after a very great fondneſs towards me, 


he one day took his leave of me jor four 


or five days. In the evening of the 


ſame day my good tandlady came to me, 


and obſerving me very penſive, began 
to comfort me, and with a ſmile told 
me I muſt ſee the world. When I was 
deaf to all' ſhe could ſay to divert me, 
ſhe began to tell me with a very frank 
air that I miſt be treated as I ought, 
and not take theſe ſqueamiſh humours 
upon me, for my friend had left me to 
the town; and, as their phraſe is, ſhe | 
expected I would ſee company, or 1 


muſt he treated like what I had brought 


myſelf to. This put me into a fit of 
crying: and I immediately, in a true 
ſenſe of my condition, threw myſelf on 
the floor, deploring my fate, calling 
good and ſacred to 
fuccour me. While I was in all this 
agony, I obſerved a decrepid old fellow 
come into the room, and looking with 
a ſenſe of pleaſure in his face at all my 
vehemence and tranſport. In a pauie 
of my diftreſs I heard him ſay to the 
ſhameleſs old woman who ſtood by me 
— She is certainly a new face, or elſe 


© the acts it rarely.“ With that the 


gentlewoman, who was making her | 
| . 5 a market 


market of me, in all the turns of my 
erlon, the heaves of my paſſion, and 


| the ſuitable changes of my poſture, took 
| occaſion to commend my neck, my 


ſhape, my eyes, my limbs. All this 
was accompanied with ſuch ſpeeches as 

ou may have heard horſe-courſers make 
in the fale of nags, when they are war- 
ranted for their ſoundneſs. You un- 
derſtand by this time that J was left in 
a brothel, and expoſed to the next bidder, 
that could purchaſe me of my patroneſs. 
This is ſo much the work of hell; the 
pleaſure in the poſſeſſion of us wenches 
abates in proportion to the degrees we 
go beyond the bounds of innocence; and 
| no man is gratified, if there is nothing 
loft for him to debauch. Well, Sir, 
my firſt man, when J came upon the 
town, was Sir Jeoffry Foible, who was 
extremely laviſh to me of his money, 
and took ſuch a fancy to me, that he 
would have carried me off, if my pa- 
troneſs would have taken any reaſonable 
terms for me.: but as he was old, his 


covetouſneſs was his ſtrongeſt paſſion, 


and poor I was ſoon left expoſed to be 
the common refuſe of all the rakes and 


debauchees in town. I cannot tell whe- 
ther you will do me juftice or no, until 
I ſee whether you print this or not; 
E ctherwiſe, as I now live with Sal, J 

could give you a very juſt account of 
who and who 1s together in this town. 


You perhaps will not believe it; but 1 


know one who. pretends to be a very 
good Proteſtant who lies with a Roman 


Catholic: but more of this hereafter, as 


you pleaſe me. There do come to our 
houſe the greateſt politicians ef the age; 


and Sal is more ſhrewd than any body 


thinks bobody can believe that ſuch 
wite men could go to bawdy-houſes out 
of idle purpoſes; I have heard them 
viten talk of Auguſtus Ceſar, who had 
intrigues with the wives of ſenators, not 
out of wantonneſs but ſtratagem. 


It is a thouſand. pities you ſhould be 
{0 {everely virtuous as I fear you are; 
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otherwiſe, after one viſit or two, you 
would ſoon underſtand that we women 


of the town are not ſuch uſeleſs corre- 


ſpondents as you may imagine: you 
have undoubtedly heard that it was a 


courtezan who diſcovered Catiline's con- 


ſpiracy. If you print this I will tell 


you more; and am, in the mean time, 


Sir, your molt humble ſervant, 


REBECCA NETTLETOP. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


1 Am an idle young woman that would 7 


* work for my livelihood, but that I 


am kept in ſuch a manner as I cannot 


ſtir out. My tyrant is an old jealous 


fellow, who allows me nothing to ap- 


pear in. I have but one ſhoe and one 


flipper: no head-dreſs, and no upper 
petticoat. As you ſet up for a reformer, + 


I delire you would take me out of this 


wicked way, and keep me yourſelf, 


EVE AFTERDAY. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


I Am to complain to you of a ſet ok 


impertinent coxcombs, who viſit the 
apartments of us women of the town, 


only, as they call it, to fee the world. 
I muſt confeſs to you, this to men of 
delicacy might have an effect to cure 


them ; but as they are ſtupid, noiſy, and 
drunken fellows, it tends only to make 
vice in themſelves, as they think, plea- 
ſant and humorous, and at the ſame 
time nauſeous in us. I ſhall, Sir, here- 
after from time to time, give you the 


names of theſe wretches who pretend to 


enter our houſes merely as ſpectators. 
Theſe men think it wit to uſe us ill: 


pray tell them, however worthy we are 


of ſuch treatment, it is unworthy them 


to be guilty of it towards us. Pray, 


Sir, take notice of this, and pity the 


_ oppreſſed : I wiſh we could add to it, 


5 


the innocent. 


az © 
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Ne Cxcl. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9g. 


— . i} AO} ovetgoy, 


Hom. IL. II. yzR. 6. 


—k.DIx6 VII or THE NIGHT, 


Nw OME ludicrous ſchoolmen have put 
the caſe, that if an als were placed 
between two bundles of hay, Which at- 
feted his ſenſes equally on each fide, 
and tempted him in the very ſame de- 
gree, whether it would be pothble tor 
him to eat of either. They generally 
determine this queſtion to the difadvan- 
tage of the aſs, who they ſay would 
ſtarve in the midſt of plenty, as not hay- 
ing a ſingle grain of free-will to deter- 
mine him more to the one than to the 
other. The bundle of hay on either 
fide ſtriking his fight and ſmell in the 
ſame proportion, would keep him in a 
perpetual ſuſpence, like the two magnets 
which, travellers have told us, are placed 
one of them in the roof, and the other 
in the floor of Mahomet's burying-place 
at Mecca, and bv that means, fay they, 
pull the impoſtor's iron coffin with ſuch 
an equal attraction, that it hangs in the 
air between both of them. As for the 
aſs's behaviour in ſuch nice circum- 
ſtances, whether he weuld ſtarve ſooner 
than violate his neutrality to the two 
bundles of hay, I ſhall not preſume to 
determine : but only taxe notice of the 
conduct of our own ſpecies in the ſame 
erplexity. When a man has a mind 
| venture his money in a lottery, every 
figure of it appears equally alluring, 
and as likely to ſucceed as any of it's 
fellows. They all of them have the 
| ſame pretenſions to good - luck, ſtand 
upon the fame foot of competition, and 
no manner of reaſon can be given why 
a man ſhould preter one to the other be- 
fore the lottery is drawn. In this caſe, 
therefore, caprice very often acts in the 
place of reaſon, and forms to itſelf ſome 


groundleſs imaginary motive, where real 


and ſubſtantial ones are wanting. I 
know a well- meaning man that is very 
well pleaſed to riſk his good-fortune 
upon the number 1711, becaule it is 
the year of our Lord. I am acquainted 
with a tacker that would give a gocd 
deal for the number 134. On the con- 


trary, I have been told of a certain zeal- 


ous diflenter, who being a great enemy 


Pop E, 


to popery, and believing that bad men 
are the moſt fortunate in this world, will 
lay two to one on the number 656 guinſt 
any other number, becauſe, ſays he, it 
is the number of the beaſt. Several 
would prefer the number 1 2,000 before 
any other, as it is the number of the 
pounds in the great prize. In ſhort, 
{ome are pleaſed to find their own age in 
their number; ſome that they have got 
a number which makes a pretty appcar- 
ance in the cyphers; and others, be- 
cauſe it is the fame number that ſuc- 
ceeded in the laft lottery. Each of thete, 
upon no other grounds, thinks he ſtands 
faireſt for the great lot, and that he is 
poſſeſſed of what may not be improperly 
called © The Golden Number.“ 
Theſe principles of election are the 


paſtimes and extravagancies of human 
reaſon, which is of ſo buſy a nature, 


that it will be exerting itſelt in the 
meaneſt trifles, and working even when 
it wants materials. The wiſeſt of men 


are ſometimes actuated by ſuch unac- 


countable motives, as the life of the foo! 


and the ſuperſtitious is guided by no- 


thing elſe, . | 
I am ſurpriſed: that none of the for- 
tunes tellers, or, as the French call them, 
the Piſeurs de bonne Awanlure, wid 
publiſh their bills in every quarter of 
the town, have not turned our lotteries 
to their advantage: did any of them ſet 
up for a caſter of tortunate figures, what 
might he not get by his pretended dit- 
coveries and predictions? 1 

Iremember among the advertiſements 
in the Poſt-Boy of September the 27th, 
I was ſurpriſed to ſee the following onc: 

* This is to give notice, that ten 
* ſhillings over and above the market 
c price, will be given for the ticket in 
© 1,500,0001; Lottery, Ne 132, by 
© Nath. Cliff, at the Bible and Three 
* Crowns in Cheapſide.” 

This advertiſement has given great 


matter of ſpeculation to coffee-houſe 


theoriſts. Mr. Cliff 's principles and 


converſation have been canvaſſed upon 


this occaſion, and various dene 


% 


made why he ſhould thus ſet. his heart 
upon number 132. I have examined 
af the powers in thoſe numbers, broken 
them into fractions, extracted the ſquare 
and cube root, divided and multiplied 
them always, but could not arrive at the 
ſecret till about three days ago, when I 
received the following letter from an 
unknown hand, by which I find that 
Mr. Nathaniel Cliff is only-the agent, 

and not the principal in this advertite- 
ment. | | 


— 


Meer ron, 40 

| Am the perſon that lately advertiſed 
* I would give ten ſhillings more than 
the current price for-the ticket Nꝰ 132 
in the lottery now drawing ; which is a 
ſecret I have communicated to ſome 
friends, who rally me inceſſantly upon 
that account, You mult know I have but 
one ticket, for which reaſon,and a certain 
dream J have lately had more than once, 
I was reſolved it ſhould be the number 
I moſt approved. I am fo politive I 
have pitched upon the great lot, that I 
could almoſt lay all I am worth of it. 
My viſſons are ſo frequent and ſtrong 
upon this occaſion, that I have not only 
poſſeſſed the lot, but diſpoſed of the mo- 
ney which in all probability it will fell 
for. This morning in particular I {et 


up an equipage which I look upon to 


be the gayeſt in the town; the hveries 
are very rich, but not gaudy. I ſhould 
be very glad to ſee a ſpeculation or two 
upon lottery ſubjects, in which you 
. would oblige all people concerned, and 
in particular your moſt humble ſervant, 
e 2% GEORGE GOSLING, 

P. 8. Dear Spec, if I get the 12,000 
pound, I will make thee a handſome 
preſent, | 1 | 


Alter having wiſhed my correſpon- 


Ne CXCH. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10. 


/ 


ALL MEN AGREED IN COMPLIMENTING MF, AND APPLAUDED MY GOOD ok. 
1 TUNE IN BEING THE FATHER OF SO TOWARDLY A SON. 


'F Stood the other day, and beheld a 


1 father fitting in the middle of a 
foom, with a large family of children 
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apt to rely upon future proſpects, and 


men break, who have met with no miſ- 


eſtates reduced to poverty, who have 


pending upon contingent futurities, that 
occaſions romantic 
cal grandeur, fenſclets oftentation, and. 
generally ends in beggary and ruin. 
The man who will live above his preſent 


them, or, as the Italian proverb runs, 
The man who lives by hope will die 


have fo fooliſhly counted upon. 


-UNO ORE OMNFS OMNIA 75 
BONA DICERF, ET LAUDARE FORTUNAS MAS, 
Qu GNATUM HABEREM TALI INGENIO PREADITUM. 


ſerve in his countenance different mo- 
tions of delight, as he turned his eye 


371. 
dent godd luck, and thanked him for his 
intended kindneſs, I ſhall for this time 
diſmiſs the ſubject of the lottery, and 
only obſerve that the greate part of 
mankind are in ſome degree guilty of my 
friend Goſling's extravagance, We are 


become really expenſive while we are 
only rich in poſſibility. We live up to 
our expectations, not to our poſſeſſions, 
and make a figure proportionabie to 
what we may be, nor what we are. We 
out-run our .preient income, as not 
doubting to diſburſe ourſelves gut of the 

profits oi ſome future place, project, or 
reverſion that we have in view. It is 
through this temper of mind, which is 
ſo common among us, that we fee tradeſ- 


fortunes in their buſineſs ; and men of 


never ſuffered from loſſes or repairs, te- 
nants, taxes, or law-ſuits. In ſhort, it 
is this fooliſh ſanguine temper, this de- 


generoſity, chimeri- 


OD 


circumſtances, is in great danger of 
living in a little time much beneath 


by hunger. | 5 
It ſhould be an indiſpenſable rule in 
life, to contract our deſires to our pre- 
ſent condition, and whatever may be 
our expectations, to live within the com- 
paſs of what we actually poſſeſs. It 
will be time enough to enjoy an eſtate 
when it comes into our hands; but if 
we anticipate our good fortune, we ſhall 
loſe the pleaſure of it when it arrives, 
and may poſſibly never poſſeſs what " 


\ 


Te, AN DR. Aer. 1. IC. I, | 


about him; and methought I could ob- 


towards 
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towards the one and the ether of them. 
The man is a perſon moderate in his de- 
figns for their preferment and welfare 
and as he has an ealy tortune, he is not 


ſolicitous to make a great one. His el- 


deſt fon is a child of a very towardly 
_ diſpoſition, and as much as the father 
leves him, I dare ſay he will never be a 
knave to improve his fortune. I do not 
know any man who has a juſter reliſh of 
lite than the perſon Jam ſpeaking of, 
or keeps a better guard againſt the ter- 
rors of want or the hopes of gain. It 
26 uſual in a crowd of children, for the 
parent to name out of his own flock all 


the great officers of the kingdom. There 


is lomething fo very ſurprifing in the 
parts of a child of a man's own, that 
there is nothing too great to be expected 
from his endowments.” I know a good 
woman who has but three ſons, and 


there is, ſhe ſays, nothing ſhe expects 


with more certainty, than that ſhe ſhall 
Tee one of them a biſhop, the other a 
| Judge, and the third a court-phyſician. 
The humour is, that any thing which 
can happen to any man's child, is ex- 
pected by every man for his „n. But 


my triend, whom I was going to ſpeak 


of, does not flatter himſelf with ſuch 


vain expectations, but has his eye more 
upon the virtue and diſpoſition of his 
children, than their advancement or 
wealth. Good habits are what will cer- 
_ tainly improve a man's fortune and re- 
putat ion; but on the other ſide, affluence 
of fortune will not as probably produce 
2 . . A 
good affect ions of the mind. 
It is very natural for a man of a k ind 
diſpoſition, to amuſe himſelf with the 


promiſes his imagination makes to him 


of the future condition of his children, 
and to repreſent to himſelf the figure they 


Mall bear in the world after he has left 


st. When his proſpects of this kind are 
agrecable, his fondneſs gives as it were 
a longer date to his own life; and the 


is a pleaſure ſcarce inferior to the hopes 


of the continuance of his own life. That 


man is happy who can believe of his 
ſon, that he will eſcape the follies and 


indiſcretions of which he himſelf was 


guilty, and purſue and improve every 
thing that was valuable in him. The 
continuance of his virtue is much more 
to be regarded than that of his life; but 
iĩt ĩs the moſt lamentable of all reffections, 
to think that the heir of a man's fortune 
is ſuch a one as will be a ſtranger to his 


friends, alienated from the ſame inte. 
reſts, and a promoter of every thing 
which he himſelf diſapproved. An eſtate 
in poſſeſſion of ſuch a ſucceſſor to a good 
man, is worſe than laid waſte; and the 
family, of which he is the head, is in a 
more deplorable condition than that of 


being extinct. 


When I viſit the agreeable ſeat of my 
honoured friend Ruricola, and walk 
from room to room revolving many 
pleaſing occurrences, and the expreiſions 
of many juſt ſentiments I have heard 
him utter, and ſee the booby his heir in 
pain while he is doing the honours of 
his houſe to the friend of his father, the 


heavineſs it gives one is not to be ex- 


preſſed. Want of genius is not to be 
imputed to any man, but want of hu- 
manity is a man's own fault. The lon 
of Ruricola (whoſe life was one conti- 


nued ſeries of worthy actions and gen- 


tleman-like inclinations) is the compa- 
nion of drunken clowns, and knows no 
ſenſe of praiſe but in the flattery he re- 


ceives from his own ſervants; his plea- 


tures are mean and inordinate, his lan- 


guage baſe and filthy, his behaviour | 
rough and abſurd. Is this creature to 


be accounted the ſucceſſor of a man of 
virtue, wit, and breeding? At the fame 
time that I have this melancholy pro- 
ſpc& at the houſe where I miſs my old 


friend, I can go to a gentleman's not 
far off it, where he has a daughter who 
is the picture both of his body and mind, | 
but both improved with the beauty and 
| modeſty peculiar to her ſex. It is ſhe -- 
who ſupplies the lots of her father to the 


world; ſhe without his name or fortune, 
is a truer memorial of him, than her 


brother who ſucceeds him in both. Such 
an offspring as the eldeſt ſon of my 


friend perpetuates his father in the fame 
manner as the appearance of his gholt 


would : it is indeed Ruricola, but it is 
- Ruricola grown frightful. 
5 ſurvivorſhip of a worthy man in his ſon 


I know not to what to attribute the 
brutal turn which this young man has 
taken, except it may be to a certain fe- 
verity and diſtance which his father uſed 
towards him, and might, perhaps, have 
occaſioned a diſlike to thoſe modes of 
life which were not made amiabie to him 
by freedom and affabilit y. 

We may promiſe ourſelves that no 
ſuch excreſcence will appear in the ta- 
mily of the Cornelii, where the father 


lives with his ſons like their eldeſt bro- 
ther, and the ſons converſe with him ” 
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F they did it for no other reaſon but that 
he is ; wiſeſt man of their acquaintance, 
As the Cornelii are eminent traders, 
their good | correſpondence with each 
other is uſeful to all that know them, as 
well as to themſelves ; and their friend- 
ſhip, good-will, and kind offices, are 
diipoſed of jointly as well as their for- 
zune, ſo that no one ever obliged one of 
them, who had not the obligation mul- 
tiplied in returns for them all. | 
It is the moſt beautiful object the eyes 
of man can behold, to ſee a man of worth 
and his ſon live in an intire unreſerved 
correſpondence. The mutual kindneſs 
and affection between them give an in- 
expreſſible ſatisfaction to all who know 
them. It is a ſublime pleaſure which 
increaſes by the participation. It is as 
ſaered as friendſhip, as pleaſurable as 
love, and as joyful as religion. This 
ſtate of mind does not only diſſipate 
ſorrow, which would be extreme with- 
out it, ; but. enlarges pleaſures which 
would otherwiſe be contemptible. The 
moſt indifferent thing has it's force and 
beauty when it is ſpoke by a kind father, 
and an inſignificant trifle has it's weight 
when offered by a dutiful child. I know 
not how to expreſs it, but I think I may 
call it a tranſplanted ſelf-love. All the 
enjoyments and ſufferings which a man 


meets with are regarded only as they 


concern him in the relation he has to 
another. A man's very honour receives 
a new value to him, when he thinks 
that when he is in his grave, it will be 
had in remembrance that ſuch an action 
was done by ſuch a one's father. Such 
conſiderat ions ſweeten the old man's 
evening, and his foliloquy delights him 
when he can ſay to himſelf—“ No man 


5 
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© can tell my child his father was either 
© unmerciful or unjuſt: my ſon ſhall 
© meet many a man who. ſhall ſay te 
© him—< J was obliged to thy father, 
« and be my child a friend to his child 
c for ever. YT 

It is not in the power of all men to 


leave illuſtrious names or great fortunes ' 


to their poſterity, but they can very 


much conduce to their having induſtry, 


probity, valour, and juſtice: it is in every 
man's power to leave his ſon the ho- 


nour of deſcending from a virtuous man, 


and add the bleſſings of heaven to 
whatever he leaves him. I thall end 
this rhapſody with a letter to an excel- 


lent young man of my acquaintances 


who has lately loft a worthy father. 


"DEAR SIR, | | 
1 Know no part of life more imperti- 
nent than the oſfice of adminiſtering 
conſolation: I will not enter into it, 
for I cannot but applaud your grief. 
The virtuous principles you had from 
that excellent man, hom you have loſt, 


have wrought in you as they ought, to 
make a youth of three and twenty inca- 


pable of comfort upon coming into poſ- 


ſeſſion of a great fortune. I doubt not 


but you will honour his memory by a 


modeſt enjoyment of his eſtate; and ſcorn 


to triumph over his grave, by employing 
in riot, exceſs, and debauchery, what 
he purchaſed with ſo much induſtry, pru- 
dence, and wiſdom. This is the true way 
to ſhe the ſenſe you have of your loſs, 
and to take away the diſtreſs of others 
upon the occaſion. 


revive him to his friends by your con- 


duct. 5 
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e—INGENTEM FORIBUS DOMUS ALTA SUPERBIS / 
MANE SALUTANTUM TOTIS VOMIT .ZDIBUS UNDAM, 
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HIS LORDSHIP'S PALACE, FROM 1T'S STATELY DOORS, 
A FLOOD OF LEVEE-HUNTING. MORTALS POURS, 5 


| HEN we look. round us, and 
behold the ftrange variety of 
faces and perſons which fill the ſtreets 
with buſineſs and hurry, it is no unplea- 
lant amuſement to make gueſſes at their 
different purſuits, and judge by their 


* 


— 


countenances what it is that ſo anxiouſly 
engages their preſent attention. Of all 
this buſy crowd, there are none who 


would give a man inclined to ſuch in- 
quiries better diverſion for his thoughts, 


than thoſe whom we call good courtiers, 


and 


r = L 


Lou cannot recal 
your father by your grief, but you may 
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3 
and ſuch as are aſſiduous at the levees of 
E great men. Theſe worthies are got into 
an habit of being ſervile with an air, and 
3 enjoy a certain vanity in being known 
JIor underſtanding how the world paſſes. 
In the pleaſure of this they can riſe 
ecearly, go abroad ſleek and well-dreſſed, 
N with no other hope or purpoſe, but to 
| make a bow to a man in court-tavour, 
and be thought, by ſome inſignificant 
mile of his, not a little engaged in his 
Intereſts and fortunes. It 1s wondrous, 
that a man can get over the natural exiſt- 
ence and poſſeſſion of his own mind to 
far, as to take delight either in paying 
or receiving fuch cold and repeated civi- 
| ities. But what maintains the humour 
A is, that outward ſhow is what moſt men 
i purſue rather than real happineſs. Thus 
1 both the idol and idolater equally im- 
T poſe upon themſelves in plealing their 
imaginations this way, But as there 
gare very many of her majeſty's good 
ſubjects, who are extremely uneaſy at 


from the ſkies to the center of the earth 
Is their own, and have a mighty long- 
ing to ſhine in courts, or to be partners 
in the power of the world; I ſay, for the 
benefit of theſe, and others who hanker 
after being in the whiiper with great 


making in the appearance at a country 
ſeſſions, it would not methinks be amils 
to give an account of that market for 
preferment, a great man's levee. | 
For ought I know, this commerce be- 

| tween. the mighty and their flaves, very 
juſtly repreſented, might do ſo much 
good, as to incline the great to regard 
buſineſs rather than oftentation 3 aud 


time too well, to ſpend it in vain appli- 
cations and addreſſes. 5 

The famous doctor in Moorſields, 

who gained ſo much reputation for his 
| Horary predictions, is faid to have had 
in his parlour different ropes to little 
_ Hells which hung in the room above 
ſtairs, where the doctor thought fit to 
g be oraculous. If a girl had been de- 
— 14 | _ ceived by her lover, one bell was pulled; 
ih and it a peaſant had loſt a cow, the ſer- 
= vant rung another. This method was 
1 Let in reſpect to all other paſſions and 
1 concerns, and the ſkilful waiter below 

"DO ſifted the inquirer, and gave the doctor 


" great man is laid after the ſame manner, 


— — — — ——— — — 


their own ſeats in the country, where all 


men, and vexing their peighbours with 
the changes they would be capable of 


make the little know the uſe of their 


=: notice accordingly. The levee of a 
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and twenty whiſpers, falſe alarms, and 
private intimations, paſs backward and 
torward from the porter, the valet, and 
the patron himſelf, before the gaping 
crew, who are to pay their court, are 
gathered together : when the ſcene is 
ready, the doors fly open and diſcover 
his lordſhip. * e 
There are ſeveral ways of making this 
firſt appearance. You may be either 
half-dreſſed, and waſhing yourſelf, which 
is indeed the moſt ſtately ; but this way 
of opening is peculiar to military men, 
in whom there 1s ſomething graceful in 
expoling themſelves naked; but the po- 
liticians or civil officers, have uſually 
affected to be more reſerved, and preſerve 
a certain chaſtity of deportment. Whe- 
ther it be hieroglyphical or not, this dif. 
ference in the military and civil lift, I 
will not ſay, but have ever underſtood 


the fact to be, that the cloſe miniſter is 


buttoned up, and the brave officer open- 
breaſted on theſe occaſions. 

However that is, I humbly conceive 
the buſineſs of a levee is to receive the 


_ acknowledgments of a multitude, that a 


man is wile, bounteous, valiant, and 
powerful. When the firft ſhot of eyes 
is made, it is wonderful to obſerve how 
much ſubmiſſion the patron's modeſty 
can bear, and how much ſervitude the 
client”s ſpirit can deſcend to. In the vaſt 
multiplicity of buſineſs, and the crowd 
about him, my lord's parts are uſually 
ſo great, that to the aſteniſhment of the 
whole aſſembly, he has ſomething to 


ſay to every man there, and that ſo ſuit- 


able to his capacity, as any man may 
judge that it is not without talents that 
men can arrive at great employments, 
I have known a great man aſk a flag- 
officer which way was the wind, a 
commander of horſe the preſent price of 


_ oats, and a ſtock-jobber at what diſ- 


count ſuch a fund was, with as much 
eaſe as if he had been bred to each of 
thoſe ſeveral ways of life. Now this is 
extremely obliging; ior at the {ame 
time that the patron informs himtclt of 
matters, he gives the perſon of whom 
he inquires, an opportunity to exert 
himſelf. What adds to the pomp ot 
thoſe interviews is, that it is performed 
with the greateſt ſilence and order ima- 
ginable. The patron is uſually in the 


' midſt of the room, and ſome humble 


erfonegives him a whiſper, which his 

lordthip anſwers aloud—* It is well. 

© Yes, I am of your opinion. Pray 
| 3 inform 


1 
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e inform yourſeif further, 28 may. be: 
«© ſure of my part in it. This happy 
man is diſmiſſed ; and my lord can turn 
bimſelf to a buſineſs of a quite different 
nature, and off-hand gives as good an 
anſwer as any great man is obliged to. 
For. the chief point is to keep in gene- 


rals; and if there be any thing offered 


that is particular, to be in haſte. 

But we are now in the height of the 
affair, and my lord's creatures have all 
had their whiſpers round to keep up the 
farce of the thing, and the dumb ſhow 
is become more general, He caſts his 
eye to that corner, and there to Mr. 


Such- a · one; to the other“ And when 


« did you come to town? And perhaps 
| Juſt before he nods to another; and en- 


ters with him—* But, Sir, I am glad 


to ſee you, now I think of it.* Each 
of thoſe are happy for the next four and 
twenty hours; and thoſe who bow in 
ranks undiſtinguiſhed, and by dozens 
at a time, think they have very good 
proſpects if they may hope to arrive at 
{uch notices half a year hence. | 


- 


The ſatiriſt ſays, there is ſeldom com- 


mon ſenſe in high fortune; and one 
would think to behold a levee, that the 
great were not. only iniatuated with 
their ſtation, but alſo that they believed 
all below were ſeized too; elle how is 


it poſſible they could think of impoſing 


upon themſelves and others in ſuch a 


degree, as to ſet, up a levee for any thing 
but a direct farce? But ſuch is the 
weakneſs of our nature, that when men 
are a little exalted in their condition, 
they immediatelyconceive they have ads 


ditional ſenſes, and their capacities en- 


larged not only above other men, but 
above human comprehenſion itſelf, Thus 
it is ordinary to fee a great man attend 
one liſtening, bow to one at a diſtance, 
and to call to a third at the ſame in- 
ſtant. A girl in new ribbands is not 
more taken with herſelf, nor does ſhe 
betray more apparent coquetries, than 
even a wiſe man in ſuch a circumſtance 


of courtſhip. I do not know my 2 7 


that I ever thought ſo very diltaſtet; 

as the affectation which is recorded of 
Cæſar, to wit, that he would dictate to 
three ſeveral writers at the ſame time. 
This was an ambition below the great- 
neſs and candour of his mind. He in- 


deed (if any man had pretenſions to 


greater faculties than any other mortal) 
was the perſon ; but ſuch a way at act- 


ing is childiſh, and inconſiſtent with the 


manner of our being. And it appears 
from -the very nature of things, that 
there cannot be any thing effectually 


diſpatched in the diſtraction of a public 
levee; but the whole ſeems to be a con- 
fpiracy of a ſet of ſervile ſlaves, to give 


up their own liberty to take away their 


patron's underſtanding. 
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| ANGER BOILS UP IN MY HOT LAB RING BREASTes | 


1 preſent paper mall conſiſt of 5 


two letters which obſerve upon 


faults that are eaſily cured both in love 


and friendſhip. In the latter, as far as 
it merely regards converſation, the per- 
fon who neglects viſiting an agreeable 
friend is puniſhed in the very tranſgreſ- 
tion; for a good companion is not found 
in every room we go into. But the 
caſe of Love is of a more delicate na- 
ture, and the anxiety is inexpreſſible if 
every little inſtance of kindneſs is not 
reciprocal. There are things in this 
fort of commerce whiely there are not 


words to expreſs, and a man may not 
poſſibly know how to repreſent what 


Vet may tear his heart into ten thouſand 


tortures. To be grave to a man's mirth, 


. 
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unattentive to his diſcourſe, or to inter- 
rupt either with ſomething” that argues 
a diſinclination to be entertained b 

him, has in it ſomething ſo diſagreeable, 
that the utmoſt ſteps which may be 


made in farther enmity cannot give 
greater torment. The gay Corinna, 

who ſets up for an indifference and be- 
coming heedleſſneſs, gives her hufband 


all the torment imaginable out of mere 


inſolence, with this peculiar vanity, that 


ſhe is to look as gay as a maid in the 
character of a wife. It is no matter 
what is the reaſon of a man's grief, if 


it be heavy as it is. Her unhappy man 


is convinced that ſhe means him no diſ- 
honour, but pines to death becauſe ſhe 
will not have ſo much deference to him 
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as to avoid the _— of it. The 


author of the following letter is per- 


plexed with an injury that is in a degree 


yet leſs criminal, and yet the ſource of 


che utmoſt unhappineſs. My 


i OC 
I Have read your papers which relate 
to jealouſy, and defire your advice in 


my caſe, which you will fay is not com- 


mon. I have a wife, of whoſe virtue I 


am not inthe leaſt doubtful; yet I can- 


not be ſatisfied ſhe loves me, which 

ives me as great uneafineſs as being 

ulty the other way would do. I know 
not whether I am not yet more milera- 
Ble than in that caſe, tor ſhe keeps poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart, without the return 
of her's. I would deſire your obſerva- 


tions upon that temper in ſome women 


who will not condeſcend to convince 


theirhuſbands of their innocence or their 


love, but are wholly negligent of what 
reflections the poor men make upon 
their conduct, (ſo they cannot call it 
eriminal,) when at the ſame time a little 
tenderneſs of behaviour, or regard to 
ſthew an inelination to pleaſe them, 
would make them intirely at eaſe. Do 


not ſuch women deſerve all the miſin- 


terpretation which they neglect toavoid ? 
Or are they not in the actual practice of 
guilt, who care not whether they are 
thought guilty or not? If my wife does 


the moſt ordinary thing, as viſiting her 
ſiſter, or taking the air with her mother, 
it is always carried with the air of a 
ſecret: then ſhe will ſometimes tell“ a 
thing of no conſequence, as if it was 


only want of memory. made her conceal 
it before; and this is-only to dally with 


"y anxiety. I have complained to her 
© 


this behaviour in the gentleſt terms 
imaginable, and beſeeched her not to uſe 
him, who deſired only to live with her 


ke an indulgent friend, as the moſt 


moroſe and unſociable huſband in the 
world. It is no eaſy matter to deſcribe 
our circumſtance, Bait it is miſerable. 
with this aggravation, that it might be 
eaſily mended, and yet no remedy en- 


deavoured. She reads you, and there 
is a phraſe or two in this letter which 
- ſhe will know came from me. If we 
enter into an explanation which may 


tend to our future quiet by your means, 


you ſhall have our joint thanks; in the 
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mean time I am (as much as I can in 
this ambiguous condition be any thing) 
Sir, 12 of nn e 
475 Vour humble ſervant. 
MR. SPECTATOR, | | 

6 E me leave to make you a pre. 
Q ſent of a character not yet deſcribed 


in your papers, which is that of a man 
who treats his friend with the ſame odd 


variety which a fantaſtical female tyrant 
practiſes towards her lover. *I have tor 


ſome time had a friendſhip with one of 


thoſe mercurial perſons : the rogue 1 
know loves me, yet takes advantage of 
my fondneſs for him to uſe me as he 


pleaſes. We are by turns the beſt 


friends and the greateſt ſtrangers ima- 
ginable; ſometimes you would think us 


inſeparable; at other times he avoids me 


for a long time, yet neither he nor 1 
know why. When we meet next by 
chance, he is amazed he has not ſeen 
me, is impatient for an appointment the 
ſame evening: and when I expect he 
ſhould have kept it, I have known him 


{lip away to another place; where he 
has ſat qe tran news, when there is 


no poſt ; ſmoaking his pipe, which he 


ſeldom cares for; and ſtaring about him 


in company with whom he has nothing 


to do, as it he wondered how he came 


there. . LATED 
That I may ſtate my caſe to you the 


more tully, I ſhall tranſcribe ſome ſhort 


minutes I have taken of him in my al- 
manack ſince laſt ſpring ; for you mutt 
know there are certain ſeaſons in the 


year, according to which, I will not ſay 


our friendthip, but the enjoyment of it, 


riſes or falls. In March and April he 
was as various as the weather; in May 


and part of June found him the ſpright- 
lieſt beſt-humoured fellow in the world; 
in the dog-days he was much upon the 


indolent; in September very agreeable, 
but very buſy; and ſince the glaſs fell 


laſt to changeable, he has made three 
appointments: with me, and broke them 


every one. However I have good hopes 
of him this winter, eſpecially if you 


will lend me your aſſiſtance to reform 
him, which will be a great eaſe and plea- 
{ure to, Sir, EEE | 


Oc r. , 
n _ 


*% 
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Your moſt humble ern | 
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HERE is a 2 in the Arabian 
T Nights Tales of a king who had 
long languiſhed under an ill habit of 
body, and had taken abundance of re- 
' medies to no purpoſe. At length, ſays 
the fable, a phyſic ian cured him by the 
following method : he took an hollow 
ball of wood, and filled it with ſeveral 
drugs; after which he cloſed it up 7 i 
artificially.that nothing appeared. He 
likewiſe took a mall, and after havin 

hollowed the handle and that part which 
ſtrikes the ball, be incloſed in them ſe- 
veral drugs after the ſame manner as in 
the ball itſelf. He then ordered the 
ſultan, who was his patient, to exerciſe 
himſelf early in the morning with theſe 
rightly prepared inſtruments, until ſuch 
time as he ſhould ſweat,: when, as the 
ſtory goes, the virtue of the medicaments 
perſpiring through the wood, had fo 


ſtitution, that they cured him of an in- 
diſpoſition which all the compoſitions 
he had taken inv/ardly had not been 


is finely contrived to ſhew us how be- 
neficial bodily labour is to health, and 


] have deſcribed in my hundred and 
afteenth paper, from the general ſtruc- 
ture and mechaniſm of an human bo- 
dy, how abſalutely neceſſary exerciſe is 
tor it's preſervation: I ſhall in this 
place recommend a great preſervative of 


the lame effects as exerciſe, and may in 
ſome meaſure ſupply it's place, where 
Opportunities of exerciſe are wanting. 
The preſervative I am ſpeaking of is 
_ temperance, which has thoſe particular 
advantages above all other means of 
health, that it may be practiſed by all 
ranks and conditions, at any ſeaſon, or 
m any place. It is a kind of regimen 
into which every man may put himſelf, 
without interruption to buſineſs, ex- 
pence of money, or loſs of time. If 
exerciſe throws off all ſuperfluities, tem- 


THE SPECTATOR. 


good an influence on the ſultan's con- 


able to remove. This eaſtern allegory 


that exerciſe is the moſt effectual phyſic. 


health, which in many caſes produces 


\ 
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Fools, Nor TO.KNOW THAT HALF EXCEEDS THE WHOLE, 
NOR THE-GREAT BLESSINGS OF A FRUOAL BOARD. 


perance prevents them; if exerciſe clears 
the veſſels, temperance neither ſatiates 


nor overſtrains them; if exerciſe ralſes 


proper ferments in the humours, and 
promotes the circulation of the blood, 
temperance gives nature her full play, 
and enables her to exert herſelf in all 


her force and vigour z if exerciſe diſſi- 
pates a growing diſtemper, temperance 
ſtarves it. | | 


Phyſic, for the. moſt part, is nothing 
elſe but the ſubſtitute of exerciſe and 


temperance. Medicines are indeed ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary in acute diſtempers, 


that cannot wait the flow operations of 
theſe two great inſtruments of health; 
but did men live in an habitual courſe 
of exerciſe and temperance, there would 
be but little occahon for them. Ac- 
cordingly we find that thoſe parts of the 
world are the moſt healthy, where they 
ſubſiſt by the chace; and that men lived 


longeſt when their lives were employed 
in hunting, and when they had little 
food beſides what they caught. Bliſter- _ 


ing, cupping, bleeding, are ſeldom of 


uſe but to the idle and intemperate ; as 
all thoſe inward applications which are 


ſo much in practice among us, are for 
the moſt part nothing elſe but expedients 
to make luxury conſiſtent with health. 


The apothecary is perpetually employed 


in countermining the cook and the vint= 
ner. It is ſaid of Diogenes, that meet- 
ing a young man who was going toa 
feaſt, he took him up in the ſtreet and 
carried him home to his friends, as one 
who was running into imminent danger, 
had he not prevented him. What would 
that philoſopher have-faid, had he been 
preſent at the gluttony of a modern 
meal? Would not he have thought the 


maſter of a family mad, and have begged 


his ſervants to tie down his hands, had 
he ſeen him devour fowl, fiſh, and fleſh ; 
ſwallow oil and vinegar, wines and 
{ſpices ; throw down ſallads of twenty 
different herbs, ſauces of an hundred 
ingredients, confections and fruits of 
nw numberleſs 
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muſt ſuch a medley of intemperance 
produce in the body ? For my part, when 
I behold a faſhionable table ſet out in 
all it's magnificence, I fancy that I ſee 


gouts and dropſies, fevers and lethar- 


gies, with other innumerable diſtem- 


pers, lying in ambufcade among the. 


diſhes. ' | ; 
Nature delights in the moſt plain and 


ſimple diet. Every animal but man 


keeps to one diſh. Herbs are the food 


of this ſpecies, fiſh of that, and fleſh of 
a third. Man falls upon every thing 
that comes in his way, not the ſmalleſt 
fruit or excreſence of the carth, ſcarce a 
© berry or a muſhroom can eſcape him. 


It is impoſſible to lay down any de- 
terminate rule for temperance, becauſe 
what 1s luxury in one may be tempe- 


france in another; but there are few that 
have lived any time in the world, who 
are not judges of their own conſtitu- 


tions, ſo far as to know what kinds and 


_ what proportions of ſood do beſt agree 


with them. Were I to conſider my 


readers as my patients, and to preſcribe 


ſuch a kind of temperance as is accom- 
modated to ail perſons, and ſuch as is 
particularly ſuitable to our climate and 


bd 


way of hin I would copy the follow- 


ing rules of a very eminent phyſician. 


Make your whole repaſt out of one 
If you indulge in a ſecond, 
avoid drinking any thing ſtrong, until 


« diſh. 


vou have finiſhed your meal; at the 
{ame time abſtain trom all ſauces, or 
at leaſt ſuch as are not the moſt plain 
and ſimple. A man could not be 


R K 


well guilty of gluttony, if he ſtuck to 
theſe few obvious and eaſy rules. In 


the firſt caſe, there would be no variety 
of taſtes to folicit his palate and occaſion 


_ excels ; nor in the ſecond, any artificial 
provocatives toreheve ſatiety, and create 
_ a falſe appetite. Were I to preſcribe a 
rule for drinking, it ſhould be formed 
5 * a ſaying quoted by Sir William 
Temple —“ The firit glaſs for myſfelf, 
the ſecond for my friends, the third 


« for good- humour, and the fourth for 
mine enemies.” But becaule it is im- 
poſſible for one who lives in the world 
to diet himſelt always in ſophiloſophical 
a manner, I think every man ſhould 


have his days of abftinence, accordin 


as his conſtitution will permit. Thete 


are great reliefs to nature, as they qua- 


lify-her for ſtruggling with hunger and 


THE SPECTATOR, 
numberleſs ſweets and flayours ? What 
unnatural motions and counterferments 


thirſt, whenever any diſtemper or duty 
of life may put her upon ſuch dif. 
culties ; and at the ſame time give her 
an opportunity of extricating herſelf 
from her oppreſſions, and recovering the 


ſeveral tones and ſprings of her diſtend. 


ed veſſels, Beſides that abſtinence well 
timed often kills a ſickneſs in embryo, 


and deftroys the firſt ſeeds of an indif. 


poſition. It is obſerved by two or three 
ancient authors, that Socrates, notwith. 
ſtanding he lived in Athens during that 
great plague, which has made ſo much 
noiſe through all ages, and has been ce. 
lebrated at different times by ſuch emi. 


nent hands; I ſay, notwithitanding that | 


he lived in the time of this devourin 
peſtilence, he never caught the leaſt in. 
fection, which theſewriters unanimouſly 
aſcribe to that uninterrupted temperance 
which he always obſerved. 8 
And here I cannot but mention an 
obſervation which I have often made, 
upon reading the lives of the philoſo- 
phers, and comparing them with any 
ſeries of kings or great men of the ſame 
number. If we conſider theſe ancient 
ſages, a great part of whole philoſophy 
conſiſted in a temperate and abſtemious 
courſe of life, one would think the life 
of a philoſopher and the life of a man 
were of two different dates. For we 
find that the generality of theſe wiſe men 
were nearer an hundred than fixty years 
of age at the time of their reſpective 
deaths. But the moſt remarkable in- 
ſtance of the efficacy of temperance to- 


wards the procuring of long lite, is what 
we meet with in a little book publiſhed 


by Lewis Cornaro the Venetian; which 
I the rather mention, becaule it is ot 
undoubted credit, as the late Venetian 
ambaſſador, who was of the ſame fami- 
ly, atteſted: more than once in conver- 
ſation, when he reſided in England. 
Cornaro, who was the author of the lit- 
tle treatiſe I am mentioning, was of an 
infirm conſtitution, until about forty, 
when by obſtinately perſiſting in an exact 


courſe of temperance, he recovered 4 


perfect ſtate of health; inſomuch that at 


fourſcore he publiſhed his book, which 
has been tranſlated into Engliſh under 
the title of Sure and certain Methods 


of attaining a long and healthy Life. 


He lived to give a third and fourth edi- 
tion of it, and after having paſſed his 
hundredth year, died without pain or 
agony, and like one who falls aſleep. 
The treatiſe I mention has been taken 
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notice of by ſeveral eminent authors, 
and is written with ſuch a ſpirit of chear- 
fulneſs, religion, and good ſenſe, as are 
the natural concomitants of temperance 
and lobriety. The mixture of the old 
man in it is rather a recommendation 


. 


than a diſcredit to it. 


1 


conſider 


the means of health. 


Having deſigned this paper as a ſequel 


to that upon txerciſe, I have not here 

br temperance as it is a moral 
virtue, which I ſhall make the ſubject 
of a future ſpeculation, but only as it is 
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TRUE HAPPINESS 15 TO NO PLACE CONFIN'D, 


BUT STILL IS FOUND IN A CONTENTED MIND. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | 
HERE is a particular fault which 
1 Thave ohſerved in moſt of the mo- 
raliſts in all ages, and that is, that they 
are always profeſſing themſelves and 
teaching others to be happy. This ſtate 
is not to be arrived at in this lite; there- 
fore I would recommend to you to talk 
in an humbler ſtrain than your prede- 
ceſſors have done, and inſtead of pre- 
ſuming to be happy, inſtruct us only to 
be eaſy. The thoughts of him who 
would be diſcreet and aim at practicable 
things, ſhould turn upon allaying our 
pain rather than promoting our joy. 
Great inquietude is to be avoided, but 
great felicity is not to be attained. The 
great leſſon is equanimity, a regularity 
of ſpirit, which is a little above chear- 
fulneſs, and below mirth. Chearfulneſs 
js always to be ſupported if à man is 
out of pain, but mirth to a prudent man 
ſhould always be accidental: it ſhould 


naturally ariſe out of the occaſion, and 


the occaſion ſeldom be laid for it; for 
tioſe tempers who want mirth to be 
pleaſed, are like the conſtitutions which 
flag without the uſe of brandy. There- 
tore, I fay, let -your precept be Be 


* eaſy.“ That mind is diffolute and in- 
governed, which muſt be hurried out of 
itlelf by loud laughter or ſenſual plea- 


ſure, or elſe be wholly unactiye. 

There are a couple of old fellows of 
my acquaintance who meet every day 
and ſmoke a pipe, and by their mutual 
love to each other, though they have 
been men of buſineſs and buſtle in the 
world, enjoy a greater tranquillity than 
either could have worked himſelt into 
by way chapter of Seneca. Indolence 
of body and mind, when we aim at no 
more, 18 very frequently enjoyed ; but 


the very inquiry after happineſs has 
IS 1 4s 2 . N * — N — 


ſomething reſtleſs in it, which a man 
who lives in a ſeries of temperate meals, 
friendly converſations, and eaſy flum- 


bers, gives himſelt no trouble about. 


While men of refinement are talking of 


tranquillity, he poſſeſſes it. 
What I would by theſe broken ex- 
preſlions recommend to you, Mr. Spec- 


tator, is, that you would ſpeak of the 


way of life, which plain men may pur- 


ſue, to fill up the ſpaces of time with ſa- 
tis faction. It is a lamentable circum- 
ſtance, that wiſdom, or, as you call it, 
philoſophy, ſhould furnith ideas only for 
the learned ; and that a man muſt be a 
philolopher to know how to paſs away 
his time agreeably. It would therefore 


OS . 5 
be worth your pains to place in an hand- 


ſome light the relations and affinities 


among men, which render their con- 
verſation with each other ſo grateful, 
that the higheſt talents give but an im- 
potent pleaſurs in compariſon with them. 
You may find deſcriptions and diſ- 
courſes which will render the fire- ſide 
of an honeſt artificer as entertaining as 


your own club is to you. Good- nature 


has an endleſs ſource of pleaſures in it; 


and the repreſentation of domeſtic life 


filled with it's natural gratifications, 


» [1 - 4 * ; 
(inttead of the neceſſary vexations which 


are generally inſiſted upon'in the wri- 


_ tings of the witty) will be a very good 


office to ſociety. Gs 


The viciflitudes of labour and reſt in 
the lower part of mankind make their 


being paſs away with that ſort of reliſh 


which we expreſs by the word Comfort; 
and ſhould be treated of by you, who 


are a SpeRator, as well as ſuch ſubjects 
which appear indeed more ſpeculative, 
but are leſs inſtructive. In a word, 
Sir, I would have you turn your thoughts 


to the advantage of ſuch as want you 
Ao. | | moſt ; 
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waſte and ſhew that Gmplicity, iche inno- 


cence, induſtry, and temperance, are” 


arts which lead to tranquillity, as much 
as learning, wiſdom, knowledge, and 


contemplation. I am, Sir, your molt: 


humble ſervant, 
| 1 B. 


HACKNEY, OCT, 12. 

MR. SPECTATOR, 
1 Am the young woman whom you 
_ = did ſo much fuſtice to ſome time ago, 
in acknowledging that I am perfect miſ- 
treſs of the fan, and uſe it with the ut- 


moſt knowledge and dexterity. Indeed 
the world, as malicious as it is, will 


allow, that from an hurr y of laughter I 


recolle& myſelf the moſt ſuddenly, make 
2 eurteſy, and let fall my hands before 
me, cloling my fan at the ſame inſtant, 
the beſt of any woman in England, I 
am not a little delighted that I have had 


your notice and approbation; and how- 


ever other young women may rally me 


out of envy, I triumph in it, and de- 
mand a place in your triendſhip. You | 
muſt therefore permit me to lay before 


you the preſent ſtate of my mind. I 
was reading your SpeCtator of the ninth 


inſtant, and thought the circumſtance 


of the aſs divided between two bundles 
of hay which equally affe&ed his ſenſes, 
was rel e of my preſent 
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condition : for you are to know that! 
amextremelyenamoured with two young 
gentlemen who at this time pretend to 
me. One muſt hide nothing when one 
is aſking advice, therefore 1 will own 
to you that I am ver y amorous and very 
coyetous. My lover Will is very rich, 
and my lover Tom very handſome. [ 
can have either of them when I plea, 


but when I debate the queſtion in my 
oven mind, I cannot take Tom for tear 


of loſing Will s eſtate z, nor enter upon 


Will's eſtate, and bid adieu to Tom's 


perſon, I am very young, and yet no 
one in the world, dear Sir, has the main 
chance more in her head than my- 


ſelf. Tom is the gayeſt, the blitheſt 


creature! Re dances well, is very civil 


and diverting at. all hours and ſeaſons, 
Oh, he is. the joy of my eyes! But then 
again, Will is ſo very rich and careful 
How many pretty dreſſes 
does Tom appear in to charm me! But 
then it immediately occurs to me, that 
a man of his circumſtances is ſo much 
the poorer. Upon the whole, J have. 
at laſt examined both theſe defires of 
love and avarice, and upon ſtrictly 
weighing the matter, L begin to think ] 
ſhall be covetous longer than fond; 

therefore if you have nothing to ſay to 
the contrary, I ſhall take Will. Alas, 
poor Tom | Your humble ſervant, 
'T N BlopDy LOYBLE: 
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| PROPUGNAT NUGIS ARMATUS: SCILICET, UT NON 
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ONE $TRIVES FOR TRIFLES, AND FOR Toys CONTENDS: 
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ME IS IN EARNEST; WHAT HE SAYS, DEFENDS! 

THAT. I SHOUT.D Wer NE TRUSTED, RIGHT OR WRONG, 

OR BE DERARR'D THE FREEDOM OF MY TONGUE, 

AND NOT BAWL WHAT 1 PLEASE: To PART WITH THIS, 

94 THINK ANOTHER LIFE TOO MEAN A PRICE,! 

THE QUESTION IS—* pRAY, WHAT 2—WHY, WHICH CAN BO AS, 
OR DOC IL IS, OR Seren; KNOWING der! 5 


BR WHETHER THRO' NUMICUM BEN'T AS GooD 
Fo. FAIR RY HOVFLV Its AS THE APPIAN ROAD, 


FE age a man paſſes wog, 


and way of life he! ingages in, has 
ſome particular vice or imper derkection na- 
turally cleaving to Ir which it will re- 
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quire his niceſt care to WO d. The ſe- 
veral weakneſſes, to which youth, old 
age, and manhood, are expoſed, have 
long Ns been ſet duwn by many both 

0 


: * 


of the poets and philoſophers; but I do 
not remember to have met with any au- 
thor who has treated of thoſe ill habits 
men are fubject to, not ſo much by rea- 
ſon of their different ages and tempers, 
as the particular proteſſion or buſineſs 
in which they were educated and brought 
up. | | = 

Fi am the more ſurpriſed to find this 
ſubje& ſo little touched on, ſince what 
I am here ſpeaking of is ſo apparent, as 
hot to eſcape the moſt vulgar obſerva- 
tion. The buſineſs men are chiefly con- 
verſant in, does not only give a certain 
caſt or turn to their minds, but 1s very 
often apparent in their outward beha- 
viour, and fome of the moſt indifferent 
actions of their lives. It is this air dif- 
fuſing itſelf over the whole man, which 
helps us to find out a perſon at his firſt 
appearance; fo that the moſt careleſs ob- 
ſerver fancies he can ſcarce be miſtaken 
in the carriage of a ſeaman or the gait 
of a taylor. 5 0 

The liberal arts, though they may 
poſſibly have leſs effect on our external 
mien and behaviour, make ſo deep an 
impreſſion on the mind, as is very apt 
to bend it wholly one way. ee 

The mathematician will take little 
leſs than demonſtration in the moſt com- 
mon diſcourſe, and the ſchoolman is as 
great a friend to definitions and ſyllo- 
giſms. The phyſician and divine are 
often heard to dictate in private com- 
panies with the ſame authority which 
ory exerciſe over their patients and diſ- 
ciples; while the lawyer is putting caſes 
and raiſing matter for ditputation out 
every thing that occurs. a 

I may potfibly ſome time or other 
animadvert more at large on the par- 
ticular fault each profeſſion is moſt in- 
te&ted with; but ſhall at preſent wholly 
apply myſelf to the cure of what ] latt 
mentioned, namely that ſpirit of ſtrife 
and contention in the converſations of 
gentlemen of the long robe. „ 

This is the more ordinary, becauſe 
theſe gentlemen regarding argument as 
their own proper province, and very 


it unſafe to yield before company. They 
are ſhewing in common talk how zea- 
toully they could defend a cauſe in court, 
and therefore frequently forget to keep 
that temper which is abſolutely requi- 
fite to render converſation pleaſant and 
inſtructive. . 


Captain Sentry puſhes this matter ſo 
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often making ready- money of it, think 


357 
far, that I have heard him ſay, he has 
known but few pleaders that were tole- 
rable company. N 
The captain, who is a man of good 
ſenle, but dry convertation, was laſt 
night giving me an account of a diſ- 
courte, in which he had lately been en- 
gaged with a young wrangler in the law. 
I was giving my opinion,“ ſays the 
captain, without apprehending any 


debate that might ariſe from it, of a 


* general's behaviour in a battle that 
was tought ſome years before either 
the Templar or myſelt were born. 
The young lawyer immediately took 
me up, and by reaſoning above a quar- 
ter of an hour upon a ſubject which L 
ſaw he underſtood nothing of, endea- 
voured to ſhew me that my opinions 
wereitl-grounded. Upon which,” ſays 
the captain, © to avoid any farther con- 
© telts, I told him, that truly I had not 


© confidered thote ſeveral arguments 


* which he had brought againſt me, and 
© that. there might be a great deal in 
them“ Ay, but,” ſays my anta» 
© gonilt, who would not let me eſcape 

© fo, ©. there are ſeveral things to be 
* urged in favour of your opinion, 
* which you have omitted;ꝰ and theres | 
upon begun to ſhine on the other fide 
© of the queſtion. Upon this, ſays the 
captain, I came over to my firſt ſenti- 
© ments, and entirely acquieſced in his 
© reaſons for my ſo doing. Upon 
© which the Templar again recovered 

© his former poſture, and confuted both _ 


himſelf and mea third time. In ſhort,” 


ſays my friend, I found he was re- 
* ſolved to keep me at ſword's length, 
© and never let me cloſe with him, ſo 
© that Thad nothing left but to hold my 
tongue, and give my antagoniſt free 


© leave to ſmile at his victory, who L 


* found, like Hudibras, “ could ſtili 
& change ſides, and (till contute.” 
For my own part, I have ever re- 
garded our inns of court as nurſeries of 
{tateſmen and law-givers, which makes 


me often frequem that part of the town 


weith great pleaſurmmmee. 
Upon my calling in lately at one of 
the moſt noted Temple coffee-houſes, 1 
found the whole room, which was full 
of young ſtudents, divided into ſeveral 
parties, each of which was deeply en- 
gaged in ſome controverſy. The ma- 
nagement of the late miniſtry was at- 
tacked and defended with great vigour, 
and ſeveral preliminaries to the peace 
= were 
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were propoſed by ſome, and rejected by 


others; thedemoliſhing of Dunkirk was 


10 eagerly inſiſted on, and to warmly 
controverted, as had like to have pro- 


duced a challenge. In ſhort, I obſerved 


that the deſire of victory, whetted with 
the little prejudices of party and intereſt, 


generally carried the argument to ſuch 


a height, as made the diſputants _ 


ſibly conceive an averſion towards eac 


other, and part with the higheſt diſſa- 


tisfaction on both ſides. 


The managing an argument hand- 
ſomely being ſo nice a point, and what 


I have leen lo very few excel in, I ſhall 


here ſet down a few rules on that head, 
which, among other things, I gave in 
writing to a young kinſman of mine, 


who had made fo great a proficiency in 


the law, that he began to plead in com- 
pany uponevery ſubject that was ſtarted. 

Having the entire manuſcript by me, 
I may, pe;haps, from time to time, 


publiſh ſuch parts of it as I ſhall think 


requiſite for the inſtruction of the Bri- 
tiſh youth. What regards my preſent 


purpoſe is as foilows : 


© Avoid diſputes as much as poſlible. 
In order to appear eaſy and well-bred in 
converſation, you may aſſure yourſelf 


that it requires more wit, as well as 


more good-humour, to improve than to 
contradict the notions of another: but if 


you are at any time obliged to enter on 


an argument, give your reaſons with 
the utmoſt coolneſs and modeſty, two 
things which ſcarce ever fail of making 
an impreſſion on the hearers. Beſides, 
if you are neither dogmatical, nor ſhew 


either by your actions or words, that 


you are full of yourſelf, all will the 


more heartily rejoice at your victory. 


Nay, ſhould you be pinched in your 
argument, you may make your retreat 
with a very good grace: you were never 
politive, and are now glad to be better 


2 bs 5 D * 
informed. This has made ſome approve 


the Socratical way of reaſoning, where 


while you ſcarce affirm any thing, you 
can hardly be caught in an abſurdity; 
and though poſſibly you are endeavour- 


ing to bring over another to your opi 
nion, which is firmly fixed, you ſeem 
only to deſire information from him. 


In order to keep that temper which is 
ſo difficult, and yet ſo neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve, you may pleaſe to conſider, that 
nothing can be more unjuſt or ridicu- 
lous, than to.be angry with another be- 


| a as you with him. Sometimes, to 


to aſk-yourſelf fairly, what might have 


advantage over you, than by talling into 


cauſe he is not of your opinion. The 
intereſts, education, and means, by 
which men attain their knowledge, are 
ſo very different, that it is impoſſible 
they ſhould all think alike; and he has 
at leaſt as much reaſon to be angry with 


eep yourſelf cool, it may be of ſervice 


been your opinion, had you all the biaſe, 
of education and jntereſt your adverſary 
may poſſibly have? But if you contend 
for the honour of victory alone, you 
may lay down this as an infallible max. 
im, that you cannot make a more falle 
ſtep, or give your antagonitts a greater 


a paſſion. Y | 
When an argument is over, how | 
many weighty reaſons does a man le- 
collect, which his heat and violence made 
him utterly forget! ; 
It is yet more abſurd to be angry 
with a man becauſe he does not appre- 
hend the force of your reaſons, or give 
weak ones of his own. If you argue 
for reputation, this makes your victory 
the eaſier; he is certainly in all reſpects 
an object of your pity, rather than 
anger; and it he cannot comprehend 
what you do, you ought to thank Na- 
ture 2 her favours, who has given 
you ſo much the clearer underſtanding. 
You may pleaſe to add this conſide- 
ration, that among your equals no one 
values your anger, which only preys 
upon it's maſter; and perhaps you may 
find it is not very conſiſtent either with 
prudence or your eale, to puniſh your- 
ſelf whenever you meet with a tool or“ 
G nil, 
Laſtly, If you propoſe to yourſelf the 
true end of argument, which is infor- 
mation, it may be a ſeaſonable check 
to your paſſion; for if you ſearch purely 
after truth, it will be almoſt indifferent 
to you where you find it. I cannot in 
his place omit an obſervation which I 
dave often made, namely, that nothing 
procures a man more eſteem and lels 
envy from the whole company, than if 
he chuſes the part of moderator, with- 
out engaging directly on either fide in 3 
diſpute, This gives him the character 
of impartial, furniſhes him with an op- 
portunity of ſitting things to the bottom, 
me wing his judgment, and of ſometimes 
making hand ſome compliments to each 
| 2 Parties, 
of the contending parties 1 4b 
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1 all cloſe this ſubject with giving 


you one caution : when you have gained 


a victory, do not puſh it too far; it is 
{ficient to let the company and your 
, | | \ x | 
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adverſary fee it is in your power, but 


that you are too generous to make uſe 


of it. 
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CERVE LUPORUM PREDA RAPACIUM 
SECTAMUR ULTRO, QUu0S oPIMUS 


; 'FALLERE ET EFFUGERE E 


ST TRIUMPHUS. 
Hok. Ob. IV. II B. Iv. VER. 50, 


wer, LIKE THE STAG, THE BRINDED WOLF PROVOKE, 
AND, WHEN RETREAT Is VICTORY, | 
RUSH ON, THOUGH SURE T0 DIE, ANON. 


5 HERE 1 ſpecies of women, 


whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 


tame of Salamanders. Now a $vala- 


mander is a kind of heroine in chaſtity, 
that treads upon fire, and lives in the 
midi of flames without being hurt. A 
Salamander knows no diſtinction of ſex 
in thoſe ſhe converſes with, grows fa- 


miliar with a ſtranger at firſt fight, and 


is not ſo narrow-ſpirited as to obſerve 


whether the perſon ſhe talks to be in 


breeches or petticoats. She admits a 
male viſitant to her bed-fide, plays with 
him a whole afternoon at piquet, walks 
with him two or three hours by moon- 


| light, and is extremely ſcandalized at 
the unreaſonableneſs of an huſband, or 


the ſeverity of a parent, that would de- 


bar the ſex from tuch innocent liberties. 
| Your Salamander is therefore a per- 


petual declaimer againſt jealouſy, and 
admirer of the French good: breling, 
and a great ſtickler for freedom in con- 


| verſation. In ſhort, the Salamander 


lives in an invincible ſtate of ſimplicity 
and innocence ; her conſtitution is pre- 


| ſerved in a kind of natural froft ; ſhe 


wonders' what people mean by tempta- 


tions, and defies mankind to do their 
worſt, Her chaſtity is engaged in a 
conſtant ordeal; or fiery trials: like 
| good Queen Emma, the pretty innocent 
walks blindfold among burning plough- 


ſhares, without being ſcorched, or ſing- 
ed by them. N 3 
It is not therefore for the uſe of the 


Salamander, whether in a married or 
{gle ſtate of life, that I deſign che fol- 


lowing paper ; but for ſuch females only 
as are made of fleſh and blood, and 


ties, . 8 
As for this part of the fair - ſex who 


\ 


find themſelves ſubje& to human irail- 


her parents having 


are not of the Salamander kind, 1 
would | moſt earneſtly adviſe them to 
oblerve a quite different conduct in their 


behaviour; and to avoid as much as 
poſſible what religion calls temptations, 


and the world opportunities. Did they 
but know how many thouſands of their 
{ez have been gradually betrayed from 
innocent freedoms to ruin and infamy ; 
and how many millions of ours have 
begun with flatteries, proteſtations, and 
endearments, but ded withreproaches, 
perjury, and perfidiouſneſs; they would 
ſhun like death the very firit approaches 
of one that might lead them into inex- 
tricable labyrinths of guilt and miſery. 


I muſt ſo far give up the cauſe of the 
male world, as to exhort the female 
ſex, in the language of Chamont in 


the Orphan— 


Truſt not a man, we are by nature falſe, 


Diſſembling, ſubtle, cruel, and inconftant : 
When a man talks of love, with caution truſt 


him : 
But if he ſwears, he'll certainly deceive thee, 


I might very much enlarge upon this 
ſabje&, but ſhall conclude it wtha ſtory 


which I lately heard from one of our 
Spaniſh officers, and which may ſhew. 


the danger a woman incurs, by too great 


familiarities with a male companion. 


An inhabitant of the kingdom of 
Caſtile, being a man of more than or- 
dinary prudence, and of a erave com- 


poſed behaviour, determined, about the 


fiftieth year of his age to enter upon 


wedlock. In order to make himſelf 


eaſy in it, he caſt his eye upon a young 
woman who had nothing to recommend 
her but her ee Wr her education, 
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poverty by the wars, which. for ſome 


years have laid the whole country waſte. 


The Caſtilian having made his addreſſes 
to her and married her, they lived to- 
gether in perfect happineſs for ſome 
time; when at length the huſband's 
affairs made it neceſſary for him to take 


2 voyage to the kingdom of Naples, 


wherea great part of his eſtate lay. The 


wife loved him too tenderly to be left 


behind him. They had not been a 8915 
board above a day, when they unlucki 

fell into the hands of an Algerine pirate, 
who carried the whole company on 
ſhore, and made them ſlaves. The 
Caſtilian and his wife had the comfort 
to be under the ſame maſter ; who 
ſeing how dearly they loved one an- 
other, and gaſped after their liberty, 
demanded a moſt exorbitant price for 
their ranſom. The Caſtilian, though 
he would rather have died in ſlavery 
himſelf, than have paid ſuch a ſum as 
he found would go near to ruin him, 
was ſo moved with compaſſion towards 
his wife, that he ſent repeated orders to 
his friend in Spain (who happened to 
be his next relation) to fell his eſtate, 
and tranſmit the money to him. His 
friend hoping that the terms of his ran- 
ſom might be made more reaſonable, 


And unwilling to ſell an eſtate which he 


himſelf had ſome proſpect of inheriting, 
formed ſo many delays, that three whole 
years pafled away without any thing be- 
ing done for the ſetting them at liberty. 

There happened to live a French re- 
negado in the ſame place where the Ca- 
ſtilian and his wife were kept priſoner's. 
As this fellow had in him all the viva- 
city of his nation, he often entertained 
the captives with accounts of his own 
adventures; to which he ſometimes add- 
ed a ſong or a dance, or ſome other 
piece of mirth, to divert them qdur- 
ing thein confinement. His acquaint- 


ance with the manners of the Al- 


gerines, enabled him likewiſe to do 
them ſeveral good offices. The Caſti- 
lian, as he was one day in converſation 
with this renegado, diſcovered to him 
the negligence and treachery of his cor- 
reſpondent in Caſtile, and at the ſame 
time aſked his advice how he ſhould be- 


have himſelf in that exigency : he fur- 


ther told the renegado, that he found it 
would be impoſſible for him to raiſe the 
money, unleſs he himſelf might go over 
to di{pole of his eſtate. The renegado, 


alter having repreſented to him that his 
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carry by the way, and determining tg 


was much dearer to him than his lite, 
he returned himſelf in a little veſſel that 
, i 


caſion, when he conſidered that he ſhould 


To be brief, her mind was quite alie. 


ſom; as not queſtioning but he would 


tollowed her advice. 


about break of day. 


died ſome few months after. L 
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Algerine maſter would never conſert to 
his releaſe upon ſuch a pretence, a: 
length contrived a method tor the Caſt. 
lian to make his eſcape in the habit of x 
ſeaman. The Caſtilian ſucgeeded in 
his attempt; and having fold his eſtate, 
being afraid left the money ſhould miſ. 


periſh with it rather than loſe one whyg 


was going to Algiers. It is impoſſible 
to deſcribe the joy he ſelt upon this oc. 


ſoon ſee the wife whom he ſo much loved, 
and endear himſelf more to her by this 
uncommon piece of generoſity, 

The renegado, during the huſband's 
abſence, ſo inſinuated himſelf into the 
good. graces of his young wite, and fo 
turned her head with ſtories of gallintry, 
that the quickly thought him the fineſt 

ntleman ſhe had ever converſed with, 


nated from the honeſt Caſtilian, whom 
ſhe was taught to look upon as a formal 
old fellow, unworthy the poſſeſſion of 
ſo charming a creature. She had been 
inſtructed by the renegado how to ma- 
nage herielf upon his arrival; ſo that 
ſhe received him with an appearance of 
the utmoſt love and gratitude, and at 
length perſuaded him tv truſt their com- 
mon friend the renegado with the mo- 
ney he had brought over for their ran- 


beat down the terms of it, and nego- 
tiate the affair more to their- advantage 
than they themſelves could do. The 
good man admired her prudence, and 
| I wiſh I could 
conceal the ſequel of this ſtory, but ſince 
J cannot, I ſhall diſpatch it in as few 
words as poſſible. The Caſtilian hav- 
ing ſlept longer than ordinary the next 
morning, upon his awaking found his 
wife had left him: he immediately ar? 
and enquired after her, but was told 
that ſhe was ſeen with the renegado 
In a word, her 
lover having got all things ready for 
their departure, they ſoon made thei: 
eſcape out of the territories of Algiers, 
carried away the money, and left th: 
Caſtilian in captivity; who partly thro' 
the cruel treatment of the incenſed Al- 
gerine his maſter, and partly through 
the unkind uſage of his unfaithful wWite, 
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| HE following letters are written 
1 cannot deny the inlerting of them: 


ux. $PECTA TOR) 5 | 

k THOUGH. you are every where in 
1 your writings a friend to women, 
I do not remember that you have direct- 
y conſidered the mercenary practice of 
men in the choice of wives. If you 


upon that ſubject, you would eafily con- 
ceive the miſerable condition many of 
us are in, who not only from the laws 
of cuſtom and modeſty are reſtrained 
| from making any advances towards. our 
| wiſhes, but are alſo from the circum- 
| flance of fortune, out of all hope of be- 
ing addreſſed to by thoſe whom we love. 
Under all theſe diſadvantages, I am ob- 
liged to apply myſelf to you, and hope I 
| ſhall prevail with you to print in your 
| very next paper the following letter, 
which is a declaration of pathon to one 
who has made ſome faint addreſſes to me 
| for ſome time. I believe he ardently 
loves me, but the inequality of my for- 

tune makes him think he cannot anſwer 
it to the world, if he purſues his deſigns 
| by way of marriage; and I believe, as 
de does not want diſcernment, he diſco- 
vered me lookivg at him the other day 
Anawares, in ſuch a manner as has raiſed 
his hopes of gaining me on terms the 


full on this occaſion, and if you know 
| what love and honopr are, you will par- 
don me that Luſe no further arguments 
with you, but haſten with my letter to 


if I do not ſucceed, it ſhall look like ro- 
{ mance; and if Iam regarded, you ſhall 


# p d » . 
{nt you under the name of Statira. 


TO OROONDATES. : 
3135 5 
AFTER” very much perplexity in 
myſelf, and revolving how. to ac- 
Wnt you with my ovn ſentime ts, 


THE SPECTATOR. 


m—_—— —CRIBERE JUSSIT AMOR, 


LOVE BADE ME WKRITEs 


with ſuch an air of ſincerity, that 


would pleaſe to employ your thoughts 


men eall eaſier. But my heart was very 


bim, whom I call Oroondates, becaule 


receive a pair of gloves at my wedding, 


% 
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and expoſtulaie with you concerning 


yours, J have choſen this way, by which 


means I.can be at once revealed to you, 
or, if you pleaſe, lie concealed. If I 
do not within few days find the effect 
which J hope from this, .the whole af- 
fair ſhall be buried in oblivion. But 
alas! what am J going to do, when I 
am about to tel} you that I love you? 
But after I have done fo, I am to affurs 


you, that with all the paſſion which ever 
entered a tender heart, I know I'can ba- 


nith you from my light for ever, when 
I am convinced that you have no incli- 
nations towards me but to my dif- 
honour. But alas! Sir, why ſhould you 


ſacriſice the real and eſſential happineſs 
of life, to the opinion of a world, that 


moves upon no other foundation, but 


profeſſed error and prejudice? You all 


can obſerve that riches alone do not 


make you happy, and yet give up every 


thing elſe when it ſtands in competition 


with riches. Since the world is fo bad, 


that religion is left to ns filly women, 


and you men act generally upon princi- 


ples of profit and pleaſure, I will talk 


to you without arguing from any thing 


but what may be moſt to your advan- 
tage as a man of the world. And I 


will lay before you the ſtate of the caſe, 


ſuppoſing that you had jt in your power 
to make me your miſtreſs, or your wite, 


and hope to convince you that the letter 


is more for your intereſt, and will con- 
tribute more to your pleature. 

We will ſuppole then the ſcene was 
lald, and you were now in expectation 


of the approaching evening wherein I 
was to meet you, and be carried to what, 


* 


convenient corner of the town you 


thought fit, to conſummate all which 
your wanton imagination has promited 
ou in the poſſeſſion of one who is in 


the bloom of youth, and in the reputa- 
tion of innocence : you would ſoon have 
enough of me, as I am ſprightly, young, 


gay, and airy, . When fancy is ſated, 
and finds all the promiſes it made itſelf 


falſe, where is now the innocence which 
charmed you? The firſt hour you are 
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alone you will find that the pleaſure of 
2 debauchee is only that of a deſtroyer ; 


he blaſts all the truit he taſtes, and 


where the brute has been devouring, 
there is nothing left worthy the reliſh of 


the man. Reaſon reſumes her place at- 


ter imagination is cloyed ; and I am, 


with the utmoſt diftreſs and contuſion, 


to behold myſelf the cauſe of uneaſy re- 
flections to you, to be viſited by ſtealth, 
and dwell for the future with the two 
companions (the moſt unfit for each 
other in the world) folitude and guilt. 


T will not inſiſt upon the ſhametul.ob- 


ſcurity we ſhould pats our time in, nor 
run over the little ſhort ſnatches of freſh 
air, and free commerce which all people 
muſt be ſatisfied with, whoſe actions 


will not bear examination, but leave 
them to your reflections, who have ſeen 


of that lite, of which I have but a mere 


dee ©: 


On the other hand, if you can be fo 


good and generous as to make me your 


wife, you may promiſe yourſelf all the 


obedience and tenderneſs withwhich gra- 
titude can ifiſpire a virtuous woman. 


Whatever gratifications you may pro- 


miſe yourſelf from an agreeable perſon, 


whatever compliances from an eaſy tem- 
per, whatever conſolations from a ſin- 


cere friendihip, you may expect as the 


due of your generoſity, What at pre- 
ſent in your ill view you promiſe your- 
ſelf from me, will be followed by diſ- 
taſte and ſatiety; but the tranſports of a 
virtuous love are the leaft part of it's 
happineſs. - The raptures of innocent 


paſſion are but like lightening to the 


day, they rather interrupt than advance 
the pleaſure of it. How happy then is 
that life to he, where the higheſt plea- 
fures of ſenſe are but the loweſt parts of 
it's felicity 8 . " 10 
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Now / I am to repeat to you the unnz. 
tural requeſt of taking me in dire 
terms. I know there ſtands between me 
and that happineſs, the haughty daugh- 
ter of a man who can give you ſuitably 
to your fortune. But if you wih the 
attendance and behaviour of her who 
comes to you in 8 of your for- 
tune, and expects an equivalent, with 
that of her who enters your houſe as ho. 
noured and obliged by that permiſſion, 
whom of the two will you chooſe ? You, 
perhaps, will think fit to ſpend a day 
abroad in the common entertainments 
of men of ſenſe and fortune ; ſhe will 
think herſelf ill ufed in that abſence, and 
contrive at home an expence proportion. 
ed to the appearance which you make in 
the world. She is in all things to have 
a regard to the fortune which ſhe brought 
you, I to the fortune to which you iu- 
troduced me. The commerce between 
you two will eternally have the air of 4 
bargain, between us of a friendſhip: joy 
will ever enter into the room with you, 
and kind wiſhes attend my benefactor 
when he leaves it. Aſk yourſelf, how 
would you be pleaſed to enjoy for ever 
the pleaſure of having laid an immediate 
obligation on a grateful mind ? Such 


1 


will be your caſe with me. In the other 


marriage you will live in a conſtant com. 
pariſon of benefits, and never know the 
happineſs of conferring or receiving 
any. 2 3 

It may be you will, after all, act ra- 
ther in the prudential way, according 


to the ſenſe of the ordinary world. | 


know not what I think or ſay, when 
that melancholy reflection comes upon 
me; but ſhall only add more, that it is 
in your power to make me your grate- 


ful wife, but neyer your abandoned 1. 


| trels . 
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VINCIT AMOR PATRIE——— 


TRE NOBLEST MOTIVE 15 


E ambition of princes is many 


1 times as hurtful to themſelves as 


to their people. This cannot be doubted 
of ſuch as prove unfortunate in their 
wars, but it is often true too of thoſe 


who are celebrated for their ſucceſſes. 
If a ſevęre view were to be taken of their 
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VIS. ER. vie VER, 823. 
THE PUBLIC GOOD, - | 


conduct, if the profit ard loſs by thei: 
wars could be juſtly balanced, it would 
be rarely found that the conqueſt is ſuf- 
ficient to repay the coſt. 89 9 5 
As I was the other day looking over 
the letters of my correſpondents, I took 
this hint from that of Philarichows ; 
# OB Th Hy ooh 9 WILGH 
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which has turned my preſent thonghts 
upon political arithmetic, an art of 
greater uſe than entertainment. My 
friend has offered an eflay towards prov- 
ing that Lewis XIV. with allhis acqui- 


ſitions, is not maſter of more people than 


at the beginning of his wars; nay, that 
for every ſubje& he had acquired, he 
had loſt three that were his inheritance : 
if Philarithmus is not miſtaken in his 
calculations, Lewis mult have been im- 
poveriſhed by his ambition. 

The prince for the public good has a 
ſovereign property in every private per- 
ſon's eſtate, and conſequently his riches 
mult increaſe or decreaſe in proportion 
to the number and riches of his ſubjects. 


For example; if {word or peſtilence 


ſhould deltroy all the people of this me- 
tropolis, God forbid there ſhould be 
room for ſuch a ſuppoſition! but if this 
ſhould be the caſe, the queen muſt needs 


loſe a great part of her revenue, or, at 


leaſt, what is charged upon the city mult 
increaſe the burden upon the reſt of her 
ſubjects. Perhaps the inhabitants here 
are not above the tenth part of the whole; 
yet as they are better fed, and clothed, 


znd lodged, than her other ſubjects, the 


cuſtoms and exciſes upon their conſump; 
tion, the impoſts upon their houſes, and 
other taxes, db very probably make a 


Hirth part of the whole revenue of the 


crown. But this is not all; the con- 
ſumption of the city takes off a great 
part of the fruits of the whole iſland ; 
and as it pays ſuch a proportion of the 
rent or yearly value of the lands in the 
country, ſo it is the cauſe of paying ſuch 


. rae of taxes upon thoſe lands. 
| 


he loſs then of ſuch a people muſt 


needs be ſenſible to the prince, and viſt- 


ble to the whole kingdom. 
On the other hand, if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to drop from heaven a new people 
equal in number and riches to the city, 
I thould be ready to think their exciſes, 
cuſtoms, and houſe- rent, would raiſe as 
great a revenue to the crown as would 
be loſt in the former caſe. And as the 
conſumption of this new body would be 
a new market for the fruits of the coun- 
v5 all the lands, eſpecially thoſe moſt 


djacent, would riſe in their yearly value, 
and pay greater yearly taxes to the pub- 


5 The gain in this caſe would be as 


enſible as the former loſs. 


WMhatſoever is aſſeſſed upon the gene- 


ral, is levied upon individuals. It were 
worth the while then to conſider what is 
paid by, or by means of, thæ meaneſt 


\ 


cuſtoms and exciles. 


\ 


* 


ſubje&s, in order to compute the value 


of every ſubject to the prince. 
For my own part, I ſhould believe 


that ſeven-eights of the people are with- 
out property in themſelves or the head: 


of their families, and forced to work 


for their daily bread ; and that of this 


ſort there are ſeven millions in the whole 
iſland of Great Britain: aad yet one 
would imagine that ſeven-eighths of the 
whole people ſhould conſume at leaſt 
three-fourths of the whole fruits of the 
country. If this is the caſe, the ſub- 
jects without property pay three-tourths 


of the rents, and conlequently enable 


the landed men to pay three-fourths 


of their taxes. Now it ſo great a part 


of the land-tax were to be divided by 


ſeven millions, it would amount to more | 
than three ſhillings to every head. And 


thus as the poor are the cauſe, without 
which the rich could not pay this tax, 


even the pooreſt ſubject is upon this ac- 

count worth three ſhillings yearly to the 

prince. | | 
Again: one would imagine the con- 


ſumption of ſeven-eighths of the whole 


people, ſhould pay two-thirds of all the 
And if this ſum 
too ſhould be divided by ſeven millions, 
viz. the number of poor people, it would 


amount to more than ſeven ſhillings to 


every head: and therefore with this and 


the former ſum every poor ſubject, with- + 
out property, except of his limbs or la- 


bour, is worth at leaſt ten ſhillings 


* 


new ſubjects. „ 
When J was got into this, way of 


thinking, I pretently grew conceited _ 
with the argument, and was juſt pre- 


paring to write a letter of advice to a 


member of parliament, for opening the 


freedom of our towns and trades, for 


taking away all manner of diſtinctions 
between the natives and foreigners, for 
_ repealing our laws of pariſh- ſettlements, 
and removing every other obſtacle to the 
But as ſoon as 


increaſe of the people. 
I had recollected with what inimitable 


eloquence my fellow-Jabourers had ex- 
aggerated the miſchiefs of ſelling the 


birth-right of Britons for a ſhilling, of 
ſpoiling the pure Britiſh blood with 
foreign mixtures, of introducing a con- 
fuſion of languages and religions, and 
of letting in ſtrangers to eat the bread 
out of the mouths of our own people, I 
became ſo humble as to let my poet 

55 "le Foy Daw n= No Io ' "0 4 ; 


yearly to the ſovereign. So much then 
the queen loſes with every one of her 
old, and gains with every one of her 
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fall to the ground, and leave my country 
to increaie by the orawary way of gene- 
ration. | 

: As Thave always at heart the public 
goud, 10 1 am ever contriving ſchemes 
to promote it; and I think I may with- 
out vanity pretend to have contrived” 
ſome as wile as any of the caſtle-builders. 
IT had no looner given up my tormer 
Project, but my head was preſently full 
of druining tens and marihes, banking 
out the ſea, a anc joining new lands to my 
country; tor ünce it is thought imprac- 
/ ticable to increaſe the peo by to the land; 
T tell immediately to Lender 5d much 
would be gained to the prince by in- 

creaſing the land to the people. 
It the lame omnipotent Power which 
made the world. thould at this time raiſe 


out of the ocean and join to Great Bri- 


” tain an equal extent of land, with equal 
buildings, corn, cattle, and other con- 
veniencies and neceſſaries 0! life, but no 
men, women, nor children, I ſhould 
hardly believe this would add either to 
the riches of the people, or revenue of 


the prince; for ſincè the prelent build- 


ings are füfficient for all the inhabitants, 
if any of them ſhould forſake the old to 
inhabit the new part of the iſland, the 
increale of houlſe- rent in this Would be 
at ended with at leaſt an equal decreaſe: 
ot it in the other: beſides, we have ſuch. 


1 a ſufficiency oi com and cattle, that we 
N 


give bount ies to our neighbours to take 
what exceeds of the former off our hands, 
r any of the Jatter 


ſubjects; and for the remaining product 
of the country it is already equal to all 
our markets. But ik all theſe things 
mould be doubled to the ſame buyers, 
the owners muſt be glad with half their 
Preſent prices, the fandlords with half 
their prelent rents; and thus by lo great 
an enlar gement of the country, the rents 
in the Whole would not increate, nor the 
ta-es to the public. 

On the contrary, I ſhould be dlieve 
| they would be very much diminiſhed ; 
3 | for as the land is only valuable for it's 
h fruits, and thx ſe are all periſhable, and 
for the moſt Part mult either be uſed 
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1TH | within the year, or periſh without ute, 
03 | thi owners will get rid of them at any 
Li rate, rather than they thonld walte in 
iN their poſſeſſion: ſo that it is probable 
j the annual production of thoſe e per: :'hable 
| | TE things, even of one tenth part tot them, 


| beyond attpothbilit: 7 of uſe, will reduce 
one half of chair value, It ſeems to be 
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kingdom of Ireland were funk in the 


vereign and the ſubjects in general would 


| Hig: able to bri ing ſuch mighty armies int9 


for this reaſon that our neighbour Mer 
chants who ingroſs all the ipices, and 
know how great a quantity is equa] ( 
the demand, deſtroy all that exceeds it. 
It were natwal then to think that the 
annual pr oduct ion of twice as much as 
can be uſed, muſt reduce all to an eighth 
part of their prefent prices; and this 
this extended ifland would not excced 
one-tourth part of it's preſent value, or 
pay more than one- tourth part of the 
preient Ca 
It is generally obſerved, that in coun. 
tries of the gr gateſt plenty there 1s the 
pooreſt! living; : like the ſchoolmen's ils 
in one of my ſpeculations, the people 
alnoZ ſtarve between two meals. The 
truth is, the poor, which are the bulk 
of a nation, work only that they may 
live ; ; ang if with two days labour the 
can get a wretched ſubſiſte ence, they: vil 
hardly be brought to work. the other 
four: but then With the wages of two 
days they can neither pay! fach prices for 
their proviſions, nor {uch excites to the 
government. 
That paradox 5 tore in old Heſiod 
may ary Tevry, or half is more than 
the hole is very ap plicable to the pre- 
ſent caſe; ſince nothing is more true in 
political Arithrgietic, than that the ſame 
people with half the country is more va- 
luable than with the whole. I begin to 
think there was nothing abſurd in Sir 
W. Petty, when he fanci ed if all the 
highlands of Scotland and the whole 


ocean, ſo that the people were all ſaved 
and brought into the lowlands of Great . 
Britain; nay, though they were to he Y 
reimburſed the value of their eſtates by $ 
the body of the people, yet both the 40. + 


be enriched by the very Joly. . b 

If the people only make the riches, 4 
the father of ten children is a greater be- . 
ne factor to his conntry, thun he who he 28 
added to it ro, ooo acres of land and 10 
people. It is certain Lewis has Joined 
vail tracts of lan to his dominions : but 
if Phiiarithmus ſays true, that he is not 
now maſter of ſo many ſubje&s as be- 
fore; wie may. then Acc for his not be- 


the field, and for! their being neither 4 
well fed, nor clothed, nor. paid as for- 
merly. The reaſon is plain, 1 Lewis raul 
need have been 1 impover iſhed not only 
by his lots of ſubjects, but wk his acqui. 
[141 ion a lands. f 4 
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RELIGENTEM ESSE OPORTET, RELIGTOSUM NEFAS | 5 
; | | IN ERKII AUCTORIES apuUub AUL, GELIL. 


A MAN SHOULD BE RELIGIOUS, NOT SUPERSTITIOUS, 


T is of the laſt importance to ſeaſon 
L che paſſions of a child with devotion, 
which ſeldom dies in a mind that has 
received an early tincture of it. Though 
it may ſeem extinguithed for a while 
by the cares of the world, the heats of 
youth, or the allurements of vice, it ge- 


nerally breaks out and diſcovers itlelf 


again as ſoon as diſcretion, conſidera— 
tion, age, or misfortunes, have brought 
the man to himſelf. The fire may be 
covered and overlaid, but cannot be in- 
tirely quenched and ſmothered. 

A ſtate of temperance, ſobriety, and 
jultice, without devotions is a cold, lite- 
leis, inſipid condition ꝙ virtue; and is 
rather to be {tiled philoſophy than reli 
gion. Devotion opens the mind to great 
conceptions, and fills it with more ſu- 
blime ideas than any that are to be met 
with in the molt exalted icience; and at 
the ſame time warms and agitates the 
foul more than ſenſual pleaſure. 

It has been obſerved by ſome writers, 
that man is more diſtinguiſhed from the 
animal world by devotion than by tca- 
ſon, as ſeveral brute creatures diſcover 


in their actions ſomething like a faint 


glimmering of reaſon, though they be- 
tray in no ſingle circumſtance of their 
behaviour any thing that bears the leaſt 
athnity to devotion. It is certain the 
propenſity of the mind to religious wor- 
ſhip, the natural tendency of the foul 
to fly to ſome ſuperior Being for ſuc- 
cour in dangers and diſtreſſes, the gra- 
titude to an inviſible ſuperintendant 
which ariſes in us upon receiving any 
extraordinary and unexpected good for- 
tune, the acts of love and admiration 
with which the thoughts of men are ſo 
wonderfully tranſported in meditating 
upon the divine perſections, and the uni- 
verlal concurrence of all the nations 
under heaven in the great article of 
adoration, plainly ſhew that devotion or 
religious worſhip muft be the effect of 
tradition from ſome firſt founder of 
mankind, or that it is conformable 
to the natural light of reaſon, or that it 
proceeds from inſtinct implanted in the 
zou! itfelf, For my part, 1 look upon 


al! theſe to be the concurrent cauſes z 
but which ever of them ſhall be aſlig ned 
as the principle of divine worthip, it 


manifoſtly points to a Supreme Being, 


as the firtt author of it. | 
Il may take ſome other opportunity of 
conſidlering thole particular fornis and 
methods of devotion which are taught us 
by chriſtianity; but ſhall here oblerve 
into what errors even this divine prin- 
ciple may ſometimes lead us, when it is 

not moderated by that right reale 
which was given us as the guide of all 

ar actions. | | 
The two great errors into which 2 
miſtaken devotion may betray us, are 

enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition. 

here is not a more melancholy ob- 


jet than a man who has his head turned 
with religious enthuſiaſm. A perton | 
that is crazed, though with pride er 


malice, is a fight very mortifying to 
human nature; but when the diſtemper 


ariſes from any inditcreet fervours of 
devotion, or too intenſe an application 


of the mind to it's miſtaken duties, it 
deſerves our compaſſion in a more parti- 
cular manner. We may however kara 
this leſſon from it, that ſince devotion 


ittelf (which one would be apt to think 
could not be too warm) may diforder the 
mind, unleſs it's heats are tempered 


with caution and prudence, we' ſnculd 


be particularly caretul to keep our rea- 


fon as cool as poſſible, and to guard 


ourie!ves in all parts of lite againit the 


influence of pallion, imagination, and 
conſtitation. N 5 
Devotion, when dt. does not lie under 


the check of realon, is very apt to dege- 
nerate into enthuſiam. When the mind 


finds herſelf very much inflamed with | 
her devotions, ſhe is too much, inclined 
to think they are not. of her on Kin- 


dling, but blown up by ſomething di- 
vine within her. If. ſhe indylges this 


thouglit too far, and humours the gro . 


ing paſſion, ſlie-at laſt Uipgs er lelf ino 


imaginary raptures and entaſies:; n 
\ ® . = 25 * 
when once ſhe fancies herſeli unden the 


influence of a divine inpulie, it is no 

. . 7 . 
wonder if ſhe flights human ordinances 
| | and 
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and refuſes to comply with any eſta- 
bliſhed form of religion, as thinking 
herſelfdirected by a muchſuperior guide, 

As enthuſiaſm is a kind of excels in 
devotion, ſuperſtition is the exceſs not 


only of devotion, but of religion in ge- 
neral,-according to an old heathen ſay- 


ing, quoted by Aulus Gellius—* Reli- 
« gentem eſſe oportet, religiaſum nefas ;* 
A man ſhould be religious, not ſuper- 
ſtitious: for as the author tells us, Ni- 
gidius obſerved upon this paſſage, that 
the Latin words which terminate in 


ofies generally imply vicious characters, 


and the having of any quality to an 


__ excels. 


An enthuſiaſt in religion is like an 


obſtinate clown, a ſuperſtitious man 
like an inſipid courtier. 


Enthuſiaſm 
has fomething in it of madneſs, ſuper- 
ſtit ion of tolly. Moſt of the ſects that 


fall ſhort of the church of England have 


in them ſtrong tinctures of enthuſtaſm 


as the Roman Catholic religion is one 


buge overgrown body of childiſh and 
idle ſuperſtitions. | 


The Roman Catholic church homes 
indeed irrecoverably loſt in this particu- 


lar. It an abſurd dreſs or behaviour be 


introduced in the world, it will ſoon be 
found out and diſcarded : on the con- 


trary, a habit or ceremony, thoug 


ſo ridiculous, which has taken ſanctuary 


in the church, ſticks in it for ever. A 


Gothic biſhop, perhaps, thought it pro- 


per to repeat ſuch a form in ſuch parti- 


gh never 


liſh reader, I ſhall not enlarge upon it. 
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cular ſhoes or ſlippers ; another fancicg 
it would be very decent if ſuch a part of 
public devotions were performed with a 
mitre on his head, and a croſier in hig 
hand. To this a brother Vandal, as 
wile as the others, adds an antic dreſs, 
which he conceived would allude yery 
aptly to ſuch and fach mytteries, until 
by degrees the whole office has deg. 
nerated into an empty ſhow. 

Their ſucceſſors ſee the vanity and 
inconvenience of theſe ceremonies ; but 
inſtead of reforming, perhaps add others, 
which they think more ſignificant, and 
which take poſfeſſion in the ſame man. 
ner, and are never to be driven out after 
they have been once admitted. I have 


ſeen the pope officiate at St. Peter's, 


where, for two hours together, he waz 


buſied in putting on or off his different 


accoutrements, according to the dit. 
terent parts he was to act in them. 
Nothing is ſo glorious in the eyes of 
mankind, and ornamental to human 
nature, ſetting ade the infinite advin- 


tages which ariſe from it, as a ftrone, 


ſteady, maſculine piety ; but enthuiialr 


and ſuperſtition are the weakneſſes ot 


human reaſon, that expoſe us to the 
ſcorn and deriſion of infidels, and fink 
us even below the beaſts that periſh. 
Idolatry may be looked upon as ano- 
ther error ariſing from miſtaken Gevo- 
tion; but becauſe reflections on that 
ſubject would be of no uſe to an Eng- 


L 
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SXPE DECEM VITIIS INSTRUCTIOR ODIT ET HORRET, 


Hor, Ep. xvIII. LIB. I. VER. 2c. 


MANY, THOUGH FAULTIER MUCH THEMSELVES, PRETEND 


and in an inſtant, upon ſome word of 


provocation, throw off his hat and peri- 
wig, clench his filt, and ſtrike the fel- 


low a ſlap on the face; at the tame time 
calling him raſcal, and telling him he 
was a gentleman's fon. The young 
gentleman was, it ſeems, bound to a 
black tmith ; and the debate aroſe about 
payment for ſome work done about a 
coach, near which they fought, His 


HE other day as I paſſed along the 
I qſtreet, I fa a ſturdy prentice- boy 
_ Gifputing with an hackney- coachman z 


THEIR LESS-OFFENDING NEIGHBOURS FAULTS TO MEND. 


matter, during the combat, was full of 
his boy's praiſes ; and as he called to 
him to play with his hand and foot, and 


throw in his head, he made all us who 


ſtood round him of his party, by de- 


claring the boy had very good friends, 


and he could truſt him with untold gold. 
As J am generally in the theory of man- 
kind, I could not but make my reflec- 
tions upon the ſudden popularity which 


was raiſed about the lad; and perhaps 
with my friend Tacitus, fell into ob 


— * bo 7 a 
ſervations upon it, which were too g! bu 
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for the occaſion ; or aſcribed this general 
fwour to cauſes which had nothing to 
do towards it. But the young black- 
{mſth's being a gentleman was, me- 
thought, what created him good-will 
from his preſent equality with the mob 
about him: add to this, that he was not 
ſo much a gentleman, as not, at the 
lame time that he called himſelf ſuch, 
to uſe as rough methods for his defence 
as his antagoniſt, The advantage of 


his having good friends, as his maſter. 


expreſſed it, was not lazily urged; but 
E he ſhewed himſelf ſuperior to the coach- 
| man inthe perſonal qualities of courage 
and activity, to confirm that of his be- 
ing well allied, before his birth was of 
| any ſervice to him. Sg 
I one might moralize from this filly 
b- ſtory, a man would ſay, that whatever 
4 advantages of fortune, birth, or any 


other good, people poſſeſs above the reſt 
of the world, they ſhould ſhew collateral . 


eminences belides thoſe diſtinctions; or 
thoſe diſtinctions will avail only to keep 


up common decenc ies and ceremonies, 


and not to preſerve a real place of fa- 
vour or eſteem in the opinion and com- 
mon ſenſe of their fellow- creatures. 

The folly of people's procedure, in 
mimagining that nothing is more neceſ- 
fſary than property and ſuperior circum- 
ſtances to ſupport them in diſtinction, 
uppears in no way ſo much as in the do- 
meſtic part of life. It is ordinary to 
feed their humours into unnatural ex- 


cereſcences, if T may ſo ſpeak, and make 


E their whole being a wayward and un- 
& Galy condition, for want of the obvious 


E refle&tion that all parts of human lite is 
= a commerce. It is not only paying 


wages and giving commands, that con- 
ſtitutes a maſter of a family; but pru- 
E dence, equal behaviour, with readinels 
io protect and cheriſh them, is what en- 
titles a man to that character in their 
very hearts and ſentiments. It is plea- 


ſant enough to obterve, that men expect 


from their dependents, from their ſole 
motive of fear, all che good effects which 
a liberal education, and afluent fortune, 
and every other advantage, cannot pro- 
duce in themſelves. A man will have 
bis ſervant juſt, diligent, ſober, and 
chaſte, for no other reatons but the ter- 
ror of loſing his maſter's iavour; when 
al the laws divine and human cannot 
keep him whom he ſerves within bounds, 
with relation to any one of thoſe virtues. 
But botlt in great and ordinary affairs, 


all ſuperiority, which is not founded on 
merit and virtue, is ſupported only by 
artifice and ſtratagem. Thus you ſee 
flatterers are the agents in families of 
humouriſts, and thoſe who govern them- 


{ſelves by any thing but reaſon. Make 


bates, diſtant relations, poor kinſmeng 
and indigent followers, are the fry 
which ſupport the ceconomy of an hu- 
mourtome rich man. He is eternally 


whiſpered with intelligence of who are 


true or falſe to him in matters of no 
conſequence, and he maintains twenty 


friends to defend him againſt the inſi- 


nuations of one Who would perhaps 
cheat him of an old coat. 8 

I ſhall not enter into further ſpecula- 
tion upon this ſubject at preſent, but 


think the following letters and petition 
are made up of proper ſentiments on this 


occaſion. 


Mk. SPECTATOR, | | 
Am a ſervant to an old lady who is 
governed by one ſhe calls her friend; 


who is ſo familiar an one, that ſhe takes 


upon her to adviſe her without being 
called to it, and makes her uneaſy with 


all about her. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed 8 
to give us ſome remarks upon voluntary 


counſellors: and let theſe people know 
that to give any body advice, is to ſay 


to that perſon—* I am your betters.* 


Pray, Sir, as near as you can, deſcribe 


that eternal flirt and diſturber of fami- 
lies, Mrs. Taperty, who is always vi- 


ſiting, and putting people in a way, as 


they call it. If you can make her ſtay 
at home one evening, you will be a ge- 
neral benefactor to all the ladies- women 


in town, and particularly to your lov- 
ing friend, | „ 
. SUSAN CIVIL, 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


] Ama footman, and live with one of 


thoſe men, each of whom is ſaid to 
be one of the bett-humoured men in the 


world, but that he is paihonate. Pray. 


be pleated to intorm them, that he who 
is pallionate, and takes no care to com- 
mand his haſtinels, does more injury 
to his friends and ſervants in one halt- 
hour, than whole years can atone for. 
This maſter of mine, who is the beſt 
man alive in common iame, diobliges 


ſome body every day he lives; and trixes 


me tor the next thing I do, becauie he 


is out of humour at it. If theſe genile- 


men knew that they do all the milchicf 
3 D that 
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f 


that is ever done in converſation, they 
would reform; and I who have been a 
fpeRator of gentlemen at dinner for 
many years, have ſeen that indiſcretion 
does ten times more miſchief than ill- 
nature. But you will repreſent this 
better than your abuſed humble ſeryant, 

THOMAS SMOKY. 


TO THE SPECTATOR, 


THE HUMBLE PETITION OF JOHN 
' STEWARDg,-ROBERT BUTLER, HARRY 
COOK, AND ABIGAIL CHAMBERS, IN 
BEHALF OF THEMSELVES AND THEIR 
RELATIONS, BELONGING TO AND 
DISPERSED IN THE SEVERAL SER» 
VICES OF MOST OF THE GREAT FA- 
MILCIES WITHIN THE CITIES oF 
LONDON AND WES TMINS TERy 


SHEWET Hy 


5 HAT in many of the families in 


which your petitioners live and are 
employed, the ſeveral heads cf them 


are wholly unacquainted with what is 


buſineſs, and are very little judges when 
they are welt or ill uſed by us your faid 
petitioners. To 


Phat for want of ſuch {kill in their 
ewn affairs, and by indulgence ob their 


2 
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and Diſorder. 


Ne CCHI. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23. 


own lazineſs and pride, they contingat. 
ly keep about them certain miſchievous 
animals called fpies. 

That whenever a ſpy is entertained, 
the peace of that honſe is from that mo. 
ment baniſhed. | 

Phat ſpies never give an account of 
good ſervices, but repreſent our mirth 
and freedom by the words, Wantonneſz 


That in all families where there are 
ſpies, there is a+ general jealouſy and 
miſunderſtanding. 

That the maſters and miſtreſſes of ſuch 

houſes live in continual ſuſpicion of their 
ingenuous and true ſervants, and are 
given up to the management of those 
who are falſe and perfidious, 

That ſuch maſters and miſtreſſes who 
entertain ſpies, are no longer more than 
cyphers in their own families; and that 
we your petitioners are with great dif. 
dain obliged to pay all our reipeQ, and 
expect all our maintenance from ſuch 
ipies., | CO 

Your petitioners therefore moit nm. 
bly pray, that you would repreſent the 
premiſes to all perſons of condition; and 
your petitioners, as in duty. bound, 
ſhall for ever pray, &c. RE 


 TLEUSTRIOVUS PARENT | STNCE YOU DON'T DESPISE 

A PARENT'S NAME, SOME CERTAIN TOKEN GIVE, _ 
THAT I MAY CLYMENE'S PROUD BOAST BELIEVE, c 
NOR LONGER UNDER FALSE REPROACHES GRIEVE 


* (HERE is a looſe tribe of men 


whom J have not yet taken notice 
of, that ramble into all the corners of 
this great city, in order to ſeduce ſuch 


_ unfortunate females as fall into their 


walks. Theſe abandoned profligates 


raiſe up iſſue in every quarter of the 
town, and yery often, for a valuable- 
__. conſideration, father it upon the ehureh- 
warden. By this means there are ſeve- 
ral married men who have a little fa- 
mily in moſt of the pariſhes of London 


and Weſtminſter, and ſeveral bachelors 


- who are undone by a charge of children. 


When a man once gives himſelf this 


r 


ADDISON. 


liberty of preying at large, and living 
upon the common, he finds ſo much 


game in a populous city, that it is fur. 


priſing to conſider the numbers which 
he ſometimes propagates. We {ec many 
a ycung fellow who is ſcarce of age, 


that could lay his claim to the jus frium 
liberorum, or the privileges which were 


granted by the Roman laws to all ſuch 


as were fathers of three children: nay; 


I have heard a rake, who was not quite 


five and twenty, declare himſelf the fa- 
ther of a ſeventh ſon, and very prudent- 


ly determine to breed him up a phy: 


cian, In ſhort, the town is full of thele 
>» een 
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voung patriarchs, not to mention ſeve- 


ral battered beaux, who, like heedleſs 
ſpendthrifts that ſquander away their 
them, 


have raiſed up their whole ſtock of child- 


ren before marriage. 


I muſt not here omit the particular 


whim of an impudent libertine, that 
Had a little ſmattering of heraldry ; and 


| obſerving how the genealogies of great 


8 families were often drawn up 
© ſhape of trees, had taken a fancy to diſ- 


in the 


pole of his own illegitimate iſſue in a 


4 figure of the ſame kind. 


Y i * . 

Ver lorgum tempus et ingens 

Exit ad cælum. ramis felicibus arbos, 
Moaturgue novas frondes, et non ſua poma. 


VIR GC. GEORG. 11. VER. $0, 


And in ſhort ſpace the laden benghs ariſe, 
With happy fruit advancing to the ſkies : 
W The mother plant admires the leaves unknown 
E Of alien trees, and apples not her own. 


DRYDEN». 


The trunk of the tree was marked 


Vith his own name, Will Maple. Out 
of the fide of it grew a large barren 
branch, inſcribed Mary Maple, the 
name of his unhappy wife. 
= was adorned with five huge boughs. 
On the bottom of the firft was written 
in capital characters Kate Cole, who 
branched out into three ſprigs, viz. 
William, Richard, and Rebecca. Sal. 
& 1wiford gave birth to another bough 
that ſhot up into Sarah, Tom, Will, 
and Frank. The third arm of the tree 
bad only a ſingle infant on it, with a 
& ſpace left for a ſecond, the parent from 
whom it ſprung being near her time 
| when the author took this ingenious de- 


vice into his head. The two other great 


E boughs were very plentifully loaden with 
fruit of the ſame kind; beſides which 
there were many ornamental branches 
| that did not bear. In ſhort, a more 
@ Qouriſhing tree never came out of the 
berald's office. e . 
What makes this generation of vermin 
ö fo very prolific, is the indefatigable di- 
| Zigence with which they apply them- 

ſelves to their buſineſs. A man does 
dot undergo more watchings and fa- 
| ©igues in a campaign, than in the courſe 
Xa vicious amour. As it is (aid of 


lome men, that they make their buſineſs 
their pleaſure, theſe tons of darkneſs 


| My be ſaid to make their pleaſure their 


vvinels, They might conquer their 


2 
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grace. 


corrupt inclinations With half the pains 
they are at in gratify ing them. 

Nor is the invention of theſe men leſs 
to be admired than their induſtry and 
vigilance. There 1s a fragment of Apol- 
lodorus the comic poet, Who was con- 
temporary with Menander, which is 
full of humour, as follows : Thou 
* mayeſt ſhut up thy doors, ſays he, 
with bars and bolts: it will be impoſ- 
* ſible for the blackſmith to make them 
« ſo faſt, Hut a cat and a whoremaſter 
will find a way through them.“ Ina 
word, there is no head ſo full of ſtrata- 
gems as that of a libidinous man. | 


Were J to propoſe a puniſhment for 
this infamous race of propagators, it 
Jhould be to fend them, after the ſecond 
ar third offence, into our American co- 
lonies, in order to people thoſe parts of 


her Majeity's dominions where there is 
a want of inhabitants, and in the phraſe 
of Diogenes, to * plant men.“ Some 


countries puniſh this crime with death; 
but I think ſuch a baniſhment would be 


lufficient, and might turn this genera- 
tive faculty to the advantage of the 
public. 


In the mean time, until theſe gentle- 


men may be thus difpoſed of, I would 


earneſtly exhort them to take care of 
thole unfortunate creatures whom they 
have brought into the world by thele 
indirect methods, and to give their ſpu- 


rious children ſuch an education as may 


render them more virtuous than their 


parents. This is the beſt atonement 


they can make for their own crimes 


and indeed the only method that is le 3 


them to repair their paſt miſcarriages. 


ſider, whether they are not bound in 


common humanity, as well as by all 


the vbligations of religion and nature, 
to make ſome proviſion for theſæ whom 
they have not only given life to, but 
entailed upon them, though very un- 
N f : . * „ 
realonably, a degree of ſhame and diſ- 


prevail among us, and which muſt have 


taken riſe from our natural inclination 
to fo vour a vice to which we are ſo very 


prone, namely, that baſtardy and cuc- 
koldom ſhould be looked upon as re- 


proaches, and that the ignominy, which 


is only due to lewdneſs and falſhood, 
ſhould fall in ſo unreaſonable a manner 

upon the perſons who are innocent. 
I bave been inſenſibly drawn into thię 
3D 2 


I would likewiſe deſire them to con- 


| And here I cannot but take 
notice of thoſe deprayed notions which 


diſcourls 
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diſcourſe by the following letter, which 
is drawn up with ſuch a ſpirit of ſince- 
rity, that I queſtion not but the writer 


of it has repreſented his caſe in a true 


and genuine light. 


SIR; a 


| 1 Am one of thoſe people who by the 


general opinion of the world are 
counted both infamous and unhappy. 
My father is a very eminent man in 
this kingdom, and one who bears con- 


ſiderable offices in it. I am his fon, but 


my misfortune is, that I dare not call 
him father, nor he without ſhame own 
me as his iſſue, I being illegitimate, and 
therefore deprived of that endearing ten- 
derneſs and unparalleled ſatis faction 
which a good man finds in the love and 


_ converſation of a parent: neither have I 


tae opportunities to render him the du- 
ties of a ſon, he having always carried 


_ himſelf at ſo vaſt a diſtance, and with 


ſuch ſuperiority towards me, that by 
long uſe I have contracted a timoroul- 
neſs when before him, which hinders 
me from declaring my own neceſſities, 


and giving him to underftand the in- 
conveniencies I undergo. | 


It-is my misfortune to have been nei- 
ther bred a ſcholar, a ſoldier, nor to 
any kind of buſineſs, which renders me 
entirely uncapable of making proviſion 


for myſelf without his aſſiſtance; and 


: THE SPECTATOR. 
this creates q continual uneaſineſs in 
my father, it 1 may ſo call him, Civin 


any thing for me. 


mind, tearing I ſhall in time want bread; 
me but very faint aſſurances of doing 


I have hitherto lived ſomewhat like g 
gentleman, and it would be very hard 
for me to labour for my living. I am 
in continual anxiety for my future for. 
tune, and under a great unhappineſs in 
loſing the ſweet converſation and friend. 
ly advice of my parents; fo that I can. 
not look upon myſelf otherwiſe than a; 
a monſter, ſtrangely ſprung up in na. 
ture, which every one is aſhamed to 
own. FF 

J am thought to be a man of ſome 
natural parts, and by the continual read. 
ing what you have offered the world, 
become an admirer thereof, which haz 
drawn me to make this confeſſion; at 
the ſame time hoping, if any thing here. 


in ſhould touch you with a ſenſe of pity, 


you would then allow me the favour of 
your opinion thereupon ; as aiſo what 
part I, being unlawfully born, may 
claim of the man's affect ion who begot 
me, and how far in your opinion I am 
to be thought his fon, or he acknoy- 
ledged as my father. Your ſentiments 
and advice herein will be a great con- 
ſolation and ſatisfaction to, Sir, your 
admirer and humble ſervant, 


© W. B. 


Ne CCIV. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4. 


URIT GRATA PROTERVITAS, 


ET VULTUS NIMIUM LUBRICUS ASPICT 


Hok. Op. xix. LIB, Is VER 7. 


. WITH WINNING COYNESS SHE MY SOUL. Dis ARMS: 
HER FACE DARTS FORTH A THOUSAND RA YS 
MY EYE-BALLS SWIM, AND 1 GROW GIDDY WHILE I GAZE, 


: 1 Am not at all diſpleaſed that I am 


become the courier of love, and that 
the diſtreſſed in that paſſion convey their 
complaints to each other by my means. 
The following letters have lately come 
to my hands, and ſhall have their place 
with great willingneſs. As to the 
reader's entertainment, he will, I hope, 


forgive the inſerting ſuch particulars az 
to him may perhaps ſeem frivolous, but 
are to the perſons who wrote them of 

the higheſt conſequence. I ſhall not 


trouble you with the prefaces, compli- 


' CONGREVE, 


ments, and apologies, made to me be. 
fore each epiſtle when it was deſired to 


be inſerted ; but in general they tell me, 


that the perſons to whom they are ad. 
dreſſed have intimations, by phraſes and 
alluſions in them, from whence the 
came. f ThE: - ; 
TO THE SOTHADES, 

TH E word, by which I addreſs yo, 

> gives you, who underſtand Portl: 
gueſe, a lively image of the tender q 
; | C ga 


ö you, 
ortu- 
er Te- 


gail 


gard I have for you. The Spectator's 
late letter from Statira gave me the hint 
to uſe the ſame method of explaining 
myſelf to you. I am not aifronted at 
the deſign your late behaviour diſcover- 
ed you bad in your addreflcs to me; but 
Iimpute it to the degeneracy of the age, 
rather than your particular fault, As 
I aim at nothing more than being yours, 
I am willing to be a {tranger to your 
name, your fortune, or any figure which 
our wife might expect to make in the 
world, provided my commerce with you 
is not to be a guilty one. I reſign gay 
dreſs, the pleaſures of viſits, equipage, 
plays, balls, and operas, tor that one 
latisfaction of having you for ever mine. 
I am willing. you thould indultriouily 
conceal the only cauſe of triumph which 
I can know in this lite. I with only to 
have it my duty, as well as my inclina- 
tion, to ſtudy your happineſs. If this 
has not the effect this letter ſeems to aim 
at, you are to underitand that I had a 


readieſt way to pall you with an offer of 
what you would never deſiſt purſuing 
while you received ill uſage. Be a true 
man ; be my ſlave while you doubt me, 


you. I defy you to find out what is 
vour preſent circumſtance with me; but 


Lam your admired 


MADAM, 


11 a ſtrange ſtate of mind a man 1s 

in, when the very imperfections of a 
woraan he loves turn into excellencies 
and advantages. 1 do aſſure you, I am 
very much afraid of venturing upon 
you. I now like you in ſpite of my 
feaſon, and think it an ill circumſtance 
to owe one's happineſs to nothing but 
infatuation. I can ſee you ogle all the 


obſerve your eye wander after new con- 
queſts every moment you are in a pub- 
licplace; and yet there is ſuch a beauty 


cannot but admire you in the very act 
of endeavouring to gain the hearts of 
others. My condition is the ſame with 
that of the lover in the Way of the 
World. I have ſtudied your faults ſo 
long, that they are become as familiar 
to me, and J like them as well as I do 
my own, Look to it, Madam, and con- 
lider whether you think this gay be- 
haviour will appear to me as amiable 


; 
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mind to be rid of you, and took the 


and negle& me when you think I love 


I know while I can keep this ſuſpence, 


BrYrLINDA. 


young fellows who look at you, and 


in all your looks and geſtures, that I 


/ 


THE SPECTATOR. . 


when an huſband, as it does now to me 


a lover. Things are fo far advanced, 
that we mult proceed ; and I hope you 
will lay it to heart, that it will be be- 
coming in me to appear itil! your lover, 
but not in you to be ſtill my mittreſs. 
Gaiety in the matrimonial lite is grace- 
ful in one ſex, but exceptionable in the 
other. As you improve theſe little 
hints, yau will aſcertain the happinets 
or uneaſineſs of, Madam, your moſt 


obedient, moiſt humble lervant, 


11. 
STR, : 

HEN I fat at the windows, and you 

at the other end of the room by my 
couſin, I faw you catch me looking at 
you. Since you have the ſecret at laſt, 
which I am {ure you ſhould never have 
known but by inadvertency, what my 
eyes {aid was true. But it is too ſoon. 
to confirm it with my hand, theretore 
ſhall not ſublcrive my name. | 


7 | 
"PHERE were other gentlemen nearer, 


and I know no neceility you were 


under to take up that flippant creature's 


tan laſt night; but you thall never touch 
a ſtick of mine more, that's pos. | 
| PHILLIS. 


TO COLONEL R — IN SPAIN. 


I EFORE this can reach the beſt of 
huſbands and the fondeſt lover, thoſe 


tender names will be no more of con- 


cern to me. The indiſpoſition in whick 


you, to obey the dictates of your honour 


and duty, left me, has increated upon 


me; and I am acquainted by my phyſi- 
cians I cannot live a week longer. At 
this time my ſpirits fail me; and it 16 
the ardent love I have for you that ca- 
ries me beyond my ſtrength, and enables 
me to tell you, the mott painful thing 


in the proſpe& of death, is, that I muſt 


part with you. But let it be a comfort 


to you, that I have no guilt hangs upon 


me, no unrepented folly that retards me; 
but I paſs away my lait hours in reflec- 
tion upon the happineſs we have lived in 
together, and in torrow that it is fo ſoon 
to have an end. This is a frailty which 
I hope is fo far from criminal, that me- 


thinks there is a kind of piety in being 


fo unwilling to be ſeparated from a ſtate 


which is the inftitution of Heaven, and 


in which we have lived according to it's 
laws. As we know no more of the next 


lite, 
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life, but that it will be an happy one to 
the good, and miſerable to the wicked, 
why may we not pleaſe ourſelves at leaſt, 
to alleviate the difficulty of reigning this 
being, in imagining that we ſhall have 
2 ſenſe of what paſſes below, and may 
poilibly be employed in guiding the ſteps 


of thoſe with whom we walked with in- 


nocence when mortal? Why may not I 
hope to go on in my uſual work, and, 


though unknown to you, be aſſiſtant in 
all the conflicts of your mind? Give me 
leave to fay to you, O beſt of men, that 


I cannot figure to myſelf a greater hap- 


pineſs than in ſuch an employment: to 


de preſent at all the adventures to which 


human life is expoſed, to adminiſter 
Fumber to thy eye-lids in the agonies of 


2 fever, to cover thy beloved face in the 


face again. Farewel for ever, 


day of battle, to go with thee a guardian 
angel, incapable of wound or pain, 
where I have lon ged to attend thee when 
a weak, a fearful woman: theſe. my 
dear, are the thoughts with which 1 
warm my poor languid heart; but in- 
deed I am not capable under my preſent 


weakneſs of bearing the ſtrong agonſes 


of mind I fall into, when I form to my. 
ſelf the grief you will be in upon your 
firſt hearing of my departure. I will 
not dwwl; upon this, becaule your kind 
and generous heart will be but the more 
afflicted, the more the perſon for whom 
you lament offers you conſolation. N 
laſt breath will, if I am mylelf, expire in 
a prayer for you. I ſhall never ire thy 


Wh 
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DFEC!9IMUR SPECIF RECTI——— 


DELUDED BY A SEEMING EXCELLENCE, 


x HEN I meet with any vicious 
character that is not generally 
known, in order to prevent it's doing 


miſchief, I draw it at length, and ſet it 


up as a ſcare- crow; by which means 1 
do not only make an example of the per- 


fon to whom it belongs, but give warn- 
ing to all her Majeſty's ſubjects, that 


they may not ſuffer by it. Thus, to 
change the alluſion, I have marked out 


ſeveral of the ſhoals and quickſands of 
life, and am continuaily employed in 


d ĩſeovering thoſe which are {till conceal- 
ed, in order to keep the ignorant and un- 
wary from running upon them. It is 
with this intention that I publiſh the 


following letter, which brings to light 
ſome ſecrets of this nature. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


THERE are none of your ſpecula- 
tions which I read over with greater 
delight than thoſe which are deſigned for 
the improvement of our ſex. You have 


endeavoured to correct our unreaſonable 
fears and ſuperſtitions, in your ſeventh 
and twelfth papers; our fancy for equi- 
page, in your fifteenth; our love of 
puppet-ſhows, in your thirty-firit ; our 


notions of heauty, in your thirty-third; 


our inclination for romances, in your 
thirty-ſeyenth ; our paſſion for French 


Hor, Ars PoerT. v. 25. 


Ros cou. 


fopperies „in your forty-fifth ; our man. 


head and party-zeal, in your fiftyrſe- 
venth ; our abuſe of dancing, in your 
ſixty· ſixth and ſixty- ſeventh; our levity, 
in your hundred and twenty- eighth; our 
love of coxcombs, in your hundred and 
fifty-fourth, and hundred and fifty: ſe- 
venth; our tyranny over the henpeckt, 
in your hundred and ſeventy-fixth. You 
have deſcribed the Pict in your forty- 
firſt; the idol, in your ſeventy-third; 
the demurrer, in your eighty-ninth; the 
ſalamander, in your hundred and ninety- 
eighth. You have likewiſe taken to pieces 
our dreſs, and repreſented to us the ex- 
travagancies we are often guilty of in 
that particular. You have tallen upon 
our patches in your fifticth and eighty- 
firſt ; our commodes, in your ninety- 
eighth; our fans, in your hundred and ge. 
cond qur riding-habits,in your hundred 
and fourth; our hoop-petticoats, in your 
hundred and twenty-ſeventh; beſides 3 
great many little blemiſhes which you 
"ave touched upon in your ſeveral other 
papers, and in thoſe many letters that 


are ſcattered up and down your works. 


At the ſame time we muß own, that 
the compliments you pay ouy ſex are in- 
numerable, and that thoſe very favits 
which you repreſent in us, are neither 
black in themtelves, nor, as you own 
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egiverſal among us. But, Sir, it is plain 
that theſe your diſcourſes are calculated 
for none but the faſhionable part of wo- 
man-kind, avid for the uſe of thoſe who 
are rather indiſcreet than vicious. But, 
Sir, there is a ſort of proſtitutes in the 
lower part of our fex, who are a ſcandal 
to us, and very well deſerve to fall un- 
der your cen{ure. I know it would de- 
baſe your paper too much to enter into 
the behaviour of theſe female libertines ; 


would be a doing of juſtice to feveral 
women of virtue and honour, whole re- 
putations ſuffer by it, I hope you will 
not think it improper to give the public 
ſome accounts of this nature. You mult 
know, Sir, I am provoked to write you 
this letter by the behaviour of an inta- 
mous woman, who having paſſed her 
youth in a moſt ſhameful ſtate of proſti- 
tution, is now one of thoſe who gain 
their livelihood by ſeducing others, that 
are younger than themſelves, and by 
eſtabliſning a criminal commerce be- 
tween the two ſexes. Among ſeveral 
of her artifices to get money, ſhe fre- 
quently perſuades a vain young fellow, 
that ſuch a woman of quality, or fuch 


hon for him, and wants nothing but an 
opportunity of revealing it: nay, ſhe 
has gone ſo far as to write letters in the 
name of a woman vf figure, to borrow 


wiich ſhe has afterwards appropriated 
to her own uſe. In the mean time, the 
| perion who has lent the money, has 
thought a lady under obligations to him, 
| who ſcarce knew his name; and won- 
| dered at her ingratitude when he has 
been with her, that ſhe has not owned 


was too much a man of honour to 
| her in mind of it. | | 
When this abandoned baggage meets 
with a man who has vanity enough to 
give credit to relations of this nature, 
& ſhe turns him to very good account, by 
repeating praiſes that were never utter- 
ed, and delivering meſſages that were 
never ſent.” As the houſe of this ſhame- 
+ ic15 creature is frequented by ſeveral fo- 
reigners, I have heard of another arti- 
ce, out of which the often raiſes mo- 
iy. The foreigner ſighs after ſome 
Britiſh beauty, whom he only knows by 
ame; upon which ſhe promites, it he 
en be ſecret, to procure him a meeting. 


ux SPECTATOR. 


but as your remaxks on {ome part of it 


nA celebrated toaſt, entertains a ſecret paſ- 


1 


money of one of theſe fooliſh Roderigo's, 


the favour, though at the ſame time he 
put | 


397 
The ftranger, raviſhed at his good for- 
tune, gives her a preſent, and in a little 
time is introduced to ſome imaginary 
title; for you muſt know that this cun- 
ning purveyor has her repreſentatives 
upon this occaſion, of ſome of the fineft 
ladies in the kingdom. By this means, 
as I am informed, it is uſual enough to 
meet with a German Count in foreign 
countries, that ſhall make his boaſts of 
favours he has received from women of 
the higheſt ranks, and the moſt un- 
blemiſhed chzracters. Now, Sir, what 
lafety is there for a woman's reputation, 
when a lady may be thus proftituted as 
it were by proxy, and be reputed an un- 
chaſte woman; as the hero in the ninth 
book of Dryden's Virgil is looked upon 
as a coward, becauſe tae phantom which 
appeared in his likeneſs ran away from 
Turnus? You may depend upon what 
I relate to you to be matter of fact, and 
the practice of more than one of theſe 
female panders. If you print this let- 
ter, I may give you ſome farther ac- 
counts of this vicious race of women. 
VPVPour humble ſervant, e 
| > BELVIDER &. - 


1 mall add two other letters on dif- 
ferent ſubjects to fill up my paper. 


MR, SPECTATOR, 3 
Am a country clergyman, and hope 
- you will lend me your aſſiſtance in ri- 
diculing ſome little indecencies which 
cannot ſo properly be expoſed from the 
pulpit. | 85 
A widow lady, who ſtraggled this 
ſummer from London into my pariſh. 
tor the benefit of the air, as ſhe ſays, 
appears every Sunday at church with 
many faſhionable extravagancies, to the 
great aſtoniſhment of my congregation. 
But what gives us the moſt offence is 
her theatrical manner of ſinging the 
pſalms. She introduces above fifty Ita- 
lian airs into the hundredth pſalm, and 
whillt we begin All people,” in the old 


ſolemn tune of our rorefathers, the in a 
quite different key runs diviſions on the 
' vowels, and adorns them with the graces 


of Nicolini; if the mects with eke or 
aye, which are frequent in the metre of 
Hopkins and Sternhold, we are certain 
to hear her quavering them half a mi- 
nute after us to ſome ſprightly airs of 
the opera. h e 3 
I am very far from being an enemy to 
| : church. 


308 
echurch-muſic ; but fear this abuſe of it 
may make my parith ridiculous, who al- 
ready look on the ſinging pſalms as an 
entertainment, and not. part of their de- 
votion : beſides, I am apprehenſive that 
the infection may ſpread ; for Squire 
Squeekum, who by is voice ſeems, if 
J may uſe the expreſſion, to be cut out 
for an Italian ſinger, was laſt Sunday 
practiſing the fame airs. 

I Tknow the lady's principles, and that 
me will plead the tol 

me fancies) allows her non-conformity 
in this particular; but I beg you to ac- 
quaint her, that ſinging the pſalms in a 
different tune from the reſt of the con- 
gregation, is a fort of ſchiſm not tole- 
rated by that act. I am, Sir, your very 


humble ſervant, 85 R. 8. 


eration, which (as 
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MR. SPECTATOR, . 
IN your paper upon temperance, you 
preſeribe to us a rule of drinking out 
of dir William Temple, in the follow. 
ing words—* The firſt glaſs for myſelf, 
© the ſecond for my friends, the third 
© for good-humour, and the fourth for 
© mine enemies.“ Now, Sir, you muſk 
know, that I have read this your Spec. 
tator, in a club whereof I am a men. 
ber; when our preſident told us, there 
was certainly an error in the print, and 
that the word glaſs ſhould be bottle; and 
therefore has ordered me to inform you 
of this miſtake, and to deſire you to pub- 
liſh the following erratum : in the paper 
of Saturday, Ottober'r 4, col. 3, line 11, 
for glaſs read bottle, Yours, 
L | ROBIN GOOD-FELLOW, 
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QUANTO QUISQUE SIBI PLURA NEGAVERIT, 


A DIIS PLURA FERE Tomn—— 


THEY THAT DO MUCH THEMSELVES DENY, 
RECEIVE. MORE BLESSINGS FROM THE SEK. 


1 is a call upon mankind to 
1 value and eſteem thoſe who ſet a 
moderate price upon their own merit; 
and ſelf-denial is frequently attended 
with unexpected bleſſings, which in the 
end abundantly recompenſe ſuch loſſes 


as the modeſt ſeem to ſuffer in the ordi- 


nary occurrences of life. The curious 


tell us, a determination in our favour or 


to our diſadvantage is made upon our 
firſt appearance, even before they know 
any thing of our characters, but from 
the intimations men gather from our 
aſpect. A man, they ſay, wears the 
picture of his mind in his countenance; 
and one man's eyes are ſpectables to his 
who looks at him to read his heart. 


But though that way of raiſing an opi- 
nion of thoſe we behold in public is very 
fallacious, certain it is, that thoſe, wha 
by their words and actions take as much 


upon themſelves, as they can but barely 
demand in the ſtrict ſcrutiny of their de- 
ſerts, will find their account leſſen every 


day. A modelit man preſerves his cha- 


racter, as a frugal man does his fortune; 
if either of them live to the height of 
either, one will find loſſes, the other er- 
rors, which he has not ſtock by him to 


' Hor, Op. xV1. L. 3 v. 21. | 
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make up. It were therefore a juſt rule, 
to keep your defires, your words and 
actions, within the regard you obſerye 
your friends have for you; and never, 
it it were in a man's power, to take as 
much as he pofſibly might either in pre- 
ferment or reputation. My walks have 
lately been among the mercantile part of 
the world; and one gets phraſes natu- 
rally from thoſe with whom one con- 
verſes: I ſay then, he that in his air, 
his treatment of others, or an habitual 


arrogance to himſelf, gives himſelf cre- 


dit for the leaſt article of more wit, wil- 
dom, goodneſs, or valour, than he can 
poſſibly produce if he is called upon, 


will find the world break in upon him, 


and conſider him as one who has cheat- 
ed them of all the eſteem they had be- 
fore allowed him. This brings a com- 
miſſion of bankruptcy upon him; and 
he that might have gone on to his life's 
end in a proſperous way, by aiming at 
more than he ſhould, is no longer pro- 
prietor of what he really had before, but 
his pretenſions fare as all things do 
which are torn inſtead of being divided. 
There is no one living would denz 
Cinna the applauſe of an.agrecable and 
i facetious 


4 
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{fxcetious wit; or could poſſibly pretend 
that there is not ſomething inimitably 
unforced and diverting in his manner 
of delivering all his ſentiments in his 
converſation, if he were able to conceal 
the ſtrong defire of applauſe which he 
betrays in every ſyllable he utters. But 
they who converie with him, ſee that all 
the civilities they could do to him, or 
the kind things they could ſay to him, 
would fall ſhort of what he expects; 
and therefore inſtead of ſhewing him the 
eſteem they have for his merit, their re- 
flections turn w__ upon that they ob 
ſerve he has of it himſelf. By, 


If you go among the women, and 


behold Gloriana trip into a room with 
that theatrical oſtentation of her charms, 
Mirtilla with that ſoft regularity in her 
motion, Chloe with ſuch an indifferent 


familiarity, Corinna with ſuch a fond 
approach, and Roxana with ſuch a de- 


mand of reſpect in the great gravity of 
her entrance; you find all the ſex, who 
underſtand themſelves and act naturally, 
wait only for their abſence, to tell you 
that all th 
| ſelves upon you; and each of them car- 
ty in their behaviour a conſciouſneſs of 
fo much more than they ſhould pretend 


to, that they loſe what would otherwiſe | 


be given them. 285 
Tremember the laſt time I ſaw Mac- 
beth, I was wonderfully taken with the 
Kill of the poet, in making the murde- 
rer form fears to himſelf from the mo- 
deration of the prince whoſe life he was 
keins to take away. He ſays of the 


ing He bore his faculties ſo meeæx- 


«ly; and juſtly inferred from thence, 
that all divine and human power would 
Join to avenge his death, who had made 
ſuch an abſtinent uſe of dominion. All 
that is in a man's power to do to ad- 


vance his own pompand glory, and for- 


bears, is ſo much laid up againſt the 
day of diftreſs 3 and pity will always be 
his portion in adverſity, who acted with 
gentlenels in proſperity. . 
The great officer who foregoes the ad- 
vantage he might take to himſelf, and 
renounces all prudential regards to his 
ewn perſon in danger, has ſo far the 


merit of 4 volunteer; and all his ho- 


nours and glories are unenvied for ſhar- 


ing the cotiimon fate with thefame frank= 


nels as they do who have no ſuch en- 
dating citcumſtances to part with, But 


THE SPECTATOR; 


eſe ladies would impole them 


if there were no ſuch conſiderations as 


the good effect which ſelf-denial has 
upon the ſenſe of other men toward us, 
it is of all qualities the moſt deſirable 
for the agreeable diſpoſition in which it 
places our own minds. I cannot tell 
what better to ſay of it, than that it is 
the very contrary of ambition; and that 
modeſty allays all thoſe paſſions and in- 
quietudes to which that viceexpoſes us. 
He that is moderate in his wiſkes from 


reaſon and choice, and not reſigned from 


ſourneſs, diſtaſte, or diſappointment, 
doubles all the pleaſures of his life. The 
air, the ſeaſon, a ſun-ſhiny day, or a 
fair proſpect, are inſtances of happineſs, 
and that which he enjoys in common 


with all the world, (by his exemption 
from the enchantments by which all the 


world are bewitched) are to him uncom- 


mon benefits and new acquiſitions. 


Health is not eaten up with care, nor 
pleaſure interrupted by envy. It is not 
to him of any conſequence what this 
man is famed for, or for what the other 
is preferred. He knows there is in ſuch 
a place an uninterrupted walk; he can 


meet in ſuch a company an agreeable 


converſation ; he has no emulation, he 
isno man's rival, but every man's well- 


wiſher ; can look at a roſperous man, 
with a pleaſure in reflecting that he ay 
1 
mind and his fortune, as far as prudence 
will allow, open to the unhappy and to 


he is as happy as himſelf; and has 


the ſtranger. ; ip 
Lucceius has learning, wit, humour, 
eloquence, but no ambitious proſpects 


to purſue with theſe advantages; there- 


fore to the ordinary world he is perhaps 


thought to want ſpirit, but known 


among his friends to have a mind of the 
moſt conſummate greatneſs. He wants 


no man's admiration, is in no need of. 


pomp. His clothes pleaſe him if they are 
faſhionable and warm ; his companions 
are agreeable if they are civil and well- 


natured. There is with him no occa- 
fon for ſuperfluity at meals, for jollity 


in company; in a word, for any thing 


extraordinary to adminiſter delight to 
him. Want of prejudice and command 


of appetite are the companions which 


make his journey of lite to eaſy, that he 


in all places meets with more wit, more 


good cheer, and more good-humour, 


than is neceſſary to make him enjoy him: 


ſelf with pleaſure and ſatisfaction. T 
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OMNIBUS IN TERRIS, QUE SUNT A GADIBUS USQUE 
AURORAM ET GANGEM, PAUCI DIGNOSCERE POSSUNT | 
VERA BONA, ATQUE ILTIS MULTUM DIVERSA, REMOTA 


ERRORIA N EB UI | 


£00K ROUND THE HABI FABLE WORLD, HOW FEW 
KNOW THEIR OWN GOOD, OR KNOWING TT, PURSUE, 


T* my laſt Saturday's paper I laid 
down ſome thoughts upon devotion 
in general, and ſhall here ſhew what 
were the notions of the molt refined 
heathens on this ſubject, as they are re- 
preſented in Plato's Dialogue upon Pray- 
er, intituled © Alcibiades the Second,” 


which doubtleſs gave occaſion to Juve- 


nal's tenth ſatire, and to the ſecond ſa- 
tire of Perſius; as the laſt of theſe au- 
thors has almoſt tranſcribed the preced- 
ing dialogue, intituled © Alcibiades the 
5 Firſt,“ in his fourth ſatire,  ; 

The ſpeakers in this dialogue upon 


prayer, are Socrates and Alcibiades; and . 


the ſubſtance of it, when drawn toge- 
ther out of, 
| Hons, as follows. 25 
Socrates mceting his pupil Alcibiades, 
as he was going to his devotions, and 
_ obſerving his eyes to be fixed upon the 
earth with great ſeriouſneſs and atten- 
tion, tells him that he had reaſon to be 
thoughtful on that occaſion, ſince it was 
poſſible for a man to bring down evils 
upon himſelf by his own prayers ; and 
that thoſe things, which the gods fend 
him in anſwer to his petitions, might 
turn to his deſtruction: this, ſays he, 
may not only happen when a man prays 


for what he knows is miſchievous in it's 
_ own nature, as Oedipus implored the 
ods to ſow diſſention between his ſons ; 

. 57 when he prays for what he believes 


would be for his good, and againſt what 
he believes would be to his detriment. 
This the philoſopher ſhews muſt neceſ- 
farily happen among us, ſince moſt men 
are blinded with ignorance, prejudice, or 
paſſion, which hinder them from ſeeing 
tuch things as are really beneficial to 
them. For an inftance, he afks Alci- 
diades, whether he would not he tho- 
roughly pleaſed and ſatisfied if that god, 
to whom he was going to addreſs him- 
ſelf, ſhould promiſe to make him the ſo- 
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the intricacies and digreſ- 


Fo v. SAT, x. v. 1. 


Da ypEx. 


vereigr of the whole earth? Alcibiadg 
anſwers, that he ſhould doubtlels look 
upon ſuch a promiſe as the greateſt fa. 
vour that could be beſtowed upon him, 
Socrates then aſks him, it after receiving 
this great favour he would be contented 
to loſe his lite? or if he would receive it 
though he was ſure he ſhould make an 
ill ule of it? To both which queſtions 
Alcibiades anſwers in the negative. So- 
crates then ſhews him, from the exam- 
vr of others, how theſe might very pro- 
ably be the effects of ſuch a bleſſing. 
He then adds, that other reputed pieces 
of good-fortune, as that of having a 
ton, or procuring the higheſt poſt in a 
government, are ſubfect to the like fatal 
conſequences; which nevertheleſs, lays 
he, men ardcntly defire, and would not 
fail to pray for, if they thought their 
prayers might be effectual for the ob- 
taining of them. 5 

Having eſtabliſhed this great point, 
that all the moſt apparent bleſſings in 
this life are obnoxious to ſuch dreadful 
conſequences, and that no man knows 
what in it's events would prove to him 
a bleſſing or a curſe, he teaches Alci- 
biades after what manner he ought to 
8 . 

In the firſt place, he recommends to 
him, as the model of his devotions, 4 
ſhort prayer which a Greek poet com- 
poſed for the uſe of his friends, in the 
following words—* O Jupiter, give us 
© thoſe things which are good tor us, 
© whether they are ſuch things as we 
pray for, or ſuch things as we do not 
pray for: and remove from us thole 
c things which are hurtful, though they 
© are ſuch things as we pray for. 

In the ſecond place, that his diſciple 
may afk ſuch things as are expedient tor 
him, he ſhews him, that it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to apply himſelf to the ſtudy - 
of true wiſdom, and to the . 

| 3 
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2 


* 


of that which is his chief good, and 
the moſt ſuitable to the excellency of 
his nature. | Sh 
In the third and laſt place, he in- 
forms him, that the beſt methods he 
could make uſe of to draw down bleſ- 
ſings upon himſelf, and to render his 
prayers acceptable, would be to live in 
2 conſtant practice of his duty towards 
the gods, and towards men. Under 


this head he very much recommends a 


formof prayer the Lacedæmonĩans make 

uſe of, in which they petition the gods, 
to give them all good things ſo long as 

they were virtuous. Under this head 

likewiſe he gives a very remarkable ac- 

count of an oracle to the following pur- 

pole. 2 | 

"When the Athenians in the war with 

the Lacedæmonians received many de- 

feats both by ſea and land, they tent a 

meſſage to the oracle of Jupiter Am- 

mon, to aſk the reaſon why they wha 

erected ſo many temples to the gods, 

and adorned them with ſuch coltly of- 
ferings ; why they who had inſtituted ſo 

many feſtivals, and accompanied them 

with ſuch pomps and ceremonies; in 

chort, why they who had ſlain fo many 


hecatombs at their altars, ſhould be leſs 


ſucceſsful than the Lacedzmonians, who 
fell ſo ſhort of them in all theſe particu- 
lars. To this, fays he, the oracle made 
tne following reply I am better pleaſ- 
ed with the prayers of the Lacedæ- 
© monijans, than with ail the oblations 
© of the Greeks.” As this prayer im- 
plied and encouraged virtue in thoſe who 
made it; the philofopher proceeds to 
ew how the moſt vicious man might 
be devout, ſo far as victims could make 
him, but that his offerin gs were regard- 
ed by the gods as bribes, and his petiti- 
ons as blaiphemies. He likewile quotes 
on this occaſion two verſes out of Ho- 


mer, in which the poet ſays, that the 


ſcent of the Trojan ſacrifices was car- 


| Ned up to heaven by the winds ; but that 


it was not acceptable to the gods, who 
were diſpleaſed with Priam and all his 


The coneluſion of this dialogue is 


| Yery remarkable. Socrates having de- 


terred Alcibiades from the prayers ,and 
ſacrifice which he was going to offer, by 
ſetting forth the ahove-mentioned diffi- 
culties of erforming that duty as he 
ought, adds theſe words—* We muſt 
therefore wait until ſuch time as we 
may learn how we ought to benave 
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ourſelves towards the gods, and to- 
wards men. — But when will that 
time come, ſays Alcibiades, and 


would fain ſee this man, whoever he 
is. — It is one, ſays Socrates, who 
takes care of you; but as Homer tells 


from Diomedes his eyes, that he might 


lo the darkneſs that hangs upon your 
mind mult be removed before you are 


is evil. Let him remove from my 
mind,” fays Alcibiades, the dark- 
nels, and what elſe he pleaſes, T am 
determined to refuſe nothing he ſhall 
order me, wheever he is, ſo that I 
may become the better man by it.“ 


QA K M OO A GG nn a GG. . 4 av 


The remaining part of this dialogue is 


very obſcure: there is ſomething in it 


that would make us think Socrates hint- 


ed at himſelf, when he ſpoke of this 


divine teacher who was to come into the 


world, did not he own that he himſelf 
was in this reſpe& as much at a loſs, 


and in as great diſtreſs 8s the reſt of 


mank ind. | 1 

Some learned men look upon this 
concluſion as a prediction of our Savi- 
our; or at leaſt that Socrates, like the 


high-prieſt, propheſied unknowingly, 


and pointed at that Divine Teacher who 
was to come into the world ſome ages 
after him. However that may be, we 
find that this great philoſopher ſa by 


the light of reaſon, that it was ſuitable 


to the goodnels of the Divine Nature, 
to ſend a perſon into the world who 


ſhould inſtruct mankind in the duties of 


religjon, and, in particular, teach them 


| how to pray. a | 
. Whoever xeads this abſtra& of Pla- 
to's Diſcourſe op Prayer, will, I believe, 
naturally make this reflection, that the 


great Founder of our religion, as well 


by bis own example, as in the form of 
prayer which he taught his diſciples, did 
not only keep up to thoie rules which 
the light of nature had ſuggeſted to this 


great philoſopher, but inſtructed his diſ- 


ciples in the whole extent of this duty, 


as well as of all others. He directed 
them to the proper object of adoration, 


and taught them, according to the third 


rule above-mentioned, to apply them- 


ſelves to him in their cloſets, without 
ſhow or oſtentation, and to worſhip him 


in ſpirit and in truth.“ As the Lace- 


dæmonians in ther form of prayer im- 


wy 


+4 3 plored 


who is it that will inſtruct us? For 1 


us, that Minerva removed tke miſt 


plainly diſcover both gods and men; 


able to diſcern what is good and what 
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plored the gods in general to give them 
all good things ſo long as they were vir: 
tuous, we aſk in particular, that our 
offences may be forgiven as we forgive 
© thoſe of others. If we look into the 


ſecond rule which Socrates has preſcrib- 
ed, namely, that we ſhould apply our- 


ſelves to the knowledge of ſuch things 
as are beſt for us; this too is explained 
at large in the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
where we are taught in ſeveral inſtances 
to regard thoſe things as curſes, which 
appear as bleſſings in the eye of the 
world ; and on the contrary, to eſteem 
thoſe things as bleſſings, which to the 
enerality of mankind appear as curſes. 
Fhus in the form which is preſcribed 
to us we only pray for that happineſs 


which is our chief good, and the great 
end of our exiſtence, when we petition 
the Supreme Being for © the coming of 


his kingdom, being ſolicitous for no 
other temporal bleſſings but our daily 


# ſuſtenance.” On the other fide, we 
pray againſt nothing but ſin, and againſt 


evil in general, leaving it with Omni. 
ſcience to determine what is really ſuch. 
If we look into the firſt of Socrates his 
rules of prayer, in which he recommend; 
the above-mentioned form of the ancient 
poet, we find that form not only com, 
prehended, but yery much improved by 
the petitiqn, wherein we pray to the 
Supreme Being that © his will may be 
done: which is of the ſame fo 
with that form which our Saviour uſed, 
when he prayed againſt the moſt painful 
and moſt ignominious of deaths Ne. 
« yerthelels not my will, but thine by 
done. This comprehenſive petition 
is the moſt humble, as well as the mof 

rudent, that can be offered up from 

he creature to his Creator, as it ſup. 
porn the Supreme Being wills nothing 
but what is for our good, and that he 
knows better than ourſelves what is ſo, 
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vity or poverty of taſte the town is 
fallen into with relation to plays and 
public ſpeRacles. A lady in particular 


_ obſerves, that there is ſuch a levity in 


the minds of her own ſex, that they ſel- 
dom attend any thing but impertinences, 
It is indeed prodigious to obſerve do 


little notice is taken of the moſt exalt- 


ed parts of the beſt tragedies of Shake- 
ſpeare ; nay, it is not only viſible that 
ſenſuality has devoured all greatneſs of 
ſoul, but the under-paſſion, as I may 
ſo call it, of a noble Pirit, pity, ſeems 
to be a ſtranger to the generality of an 
audience. The minds of men are in- 


deed very differently diſpoſed ; and the 
reliefs from care and attention are of 


one ſort in a great ſpirit, and of another 
in an ordinary one. The man of a 
great heart and a ſerious compl ion, is 
more pleaſed with inſtances of generoſity 


and pity, than the light and ludicrous 


ſpirit can poſſibly be with the higheſt 
ſtrains of mirth and why : it is there- 


fore a melancholy proſpect when we leg 


good ſenſe, who lament the depra- entertainments, and ſuch incidents, as 


ſhould move one ſort of concern, excite 
in them a quite contrary ane. In the 
tragedy of Macbeth, the other night, 
when the lady, who is conſcious of the 
crime of murdering the king, ſeems ut- 
terly aſtoniſhed at the news, and makes 


an exclamation at it, inſtead of the in- 


dignation which is natural to the occa- 
ſion, that expreſſion is received with 4 
loud laugh: they were as merry when 3 
criminal was ſtabbed. It is certain!y 
an occaſion of rejoicing when the wicked 


are ſeized in their defigns ; but I think 


t is not ſuch a triumph as is exerted by 


laughter. 


You may generally obſerve, that the 
appetites are ſconer maved than the pal- 
ſions: a fly expreſſion which alludes to 
bawdry, puts a whole row into a plcal- 


ing ſmirk ; when a good ſentence that 


deſcribes an inward ſentiment of the 
ſoul, is received with the greateſt cold- 


- neſs and indifference. A correſpondent 


of mine, upon this ſubje&, has divided 


the female part of the audience, aud 


accounts 


s ſhe acts always in contradiction, ſo 
4 ſheis gravely ſullen at a comedy, and 
8 extravagantly gay at a tragedy. The 


throwing her eyes around the audi- 
ence, and conſidering the effect of 
them, that ihe cannot be expected to 
obſerve the actors but as they are her 
rivals, and take off the oblervation of 
the men from herſelf. Beſides theſe 
ſpecies of women, there are the ex- 
amples, or the firſt of the mode: theſe 
are to be ſuppoſed too well acquainted 
with what the actor is going to ſay to 
be movedatit. After theſ one might 
mention a certain flippant ſet of fe- 
males who are mimics, and are won- 
derfully diverted with the conduct of 
all the people around them, and are 

$ ſpectators only of the audience. But 
| # what is of all the moſt to be lamented, 
is the loſs of a party whom it would 
be worth preſerving in their right 
„ ſenſes upon all occaſions, and theſe 
| © are thoſe whom we may indifferently 
« call the innocent or the unaffected. 


mm a © =  - W” a > - a a a «a a 


# 4 ſenſibly touched with a well-wrought 
incident; but then ſhe is immediately 
| ſo impertinently obſerved by the men, 


1s and frowned at by ſome inſenſible ſu- 
as t perior of her own ſex, that ſhe is 
te # aſhamed, and loſes the enjoyment of 
he the moſt laudable concern, pity. Thus 
ity the whole audience is afraid of letting 
he | © fall a tear, and ſhun as a weakneſs 
t | the beſt and worthieſt part of our 
es ſenſe. | WE ts | 
Ne _ 

'Jo sin, 89 5 

| 4 A® you are one that doth not only 
13 pretend to reform, but effe& it 
1 mongſt people of any ſenſe ; makes me 
.c 


(who am one of the greateſt of your ad- 
| mirers) pu yau this trouble to deſire 
e 


by you will ſettle the method of us females 

| knowing when one another is in town : 
the for they have now got a trick of never 
al. fending to their acquaintance when they 
; to irt come; and if one does not viſit them 
al- vithin the week which they tay at home, 
hat isa mortal quarrel. Now, dear Mr. 
the Spec, either command them to put it in 
d- it advertiſement of your paper, which 
2 8 generally read by our fex, or elſe or- 


#2 them to breathe their ſaucy footmen, 


* 


coquette is ſo much taken up with 


$ You may ſometimes ſee one of theſe 
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counts far their prepoſſeſſions againſt 
| this reaſonable delight in the following 
| manner. * The prude,” fays he, * as 


who are good for nothing elſe, by ſend- 
ing them to tell all their acquaintance. 
It you think to print this, pray put it 
in a better ſtile, as to the ſpelling part. 
The town is now filling every day, and 
it cannot be deferred, becauſe people 
take advantage of one another by this 
means and break off acquaintance, and 
arerude : therefore pray put this in your 
paper as ſoon as you can poilibly, to 


prevent any future miſcarriages of this 


nature. I am, as I ever ſhall be, dear 
Spec, your moſt obedient humble ſer- 
vant, mw | 


Mary MEA NW LL. 


Pray ſettle what is to he a proper 


notification of a perſon's heing in town, 
and how that differs according to peo- 


ple's quality. 0 


MR. SPECTATOR, oc r. the 20th, 


1 Have been out of town, ſo did not 
meet with your paper dated Septem- 


ber the 28th, wherein you, to wy heart's 
deſire, expoſe that curſed vice of inſnar- 
ing poor young girls, and drawing them 


from their friends. I aſſure you, with- 
out ſtattery, it has ſaved a *prentice of 


mine from ruin; and in token of grati- 


tude, as well as for the benefit of my 


family, I have put it in a frame and 


glaſs, and hung it behind my counter. 


I ſhall take care to make my young ones 
read it every morning, to fortify them 


againſt ſuch pernicious raſcals. I know 
not whether what you writ was matter - 


of fact, or your own invention; but 
this I will take my oath on, the firſt 
part is ſo exactly like what happened to 
my *prentice, that had I read your pa- 


per then, I ſhould have taken your me- 
thod to have ſecured a villain. Goon 
and proſper. 1 


Vour moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
ap SPECTATOR, e 755 
WIT Hou * raillery, I deſire you 


' to inſert this word for word in your 
next, as you value a lover's prayers. 


You fee it is an hue and cry after a 
ſtray heart, with the marks and blemiſhes 
under-written, which whoever ſhall 


bring to you, ſhall receive ſatisfaction. 
Let me beg of you not to fail, as you 
remember the paſſion you had for her to 
whom you lately ended a paper. 


Noble, generous, great, and good, 
But never to be underitood ; 


Fick!e 
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Fickle as the wind, ſtill changing, 
After every female ranging, 

Panting, trembling, ſighin2, dying, 
But addicted much to lying: | 


When the Siren ſongs repeats, 
Equal menſures till it beats; 
Whoe'er ſhall wear it, it will ſmart her, 
And whoe er takes it, takes a Tartar, 
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The contemplation of mankind under 
theſe changeable colours, is apt to ſhame. 
us out of any particular vice, or ani- 
mate us to any particular virtue; to 


loſt under for 
What we call, good- breeding. Read 
the accounts of men and women as they 
are given us by the moſt ancient wri- 


HERE are no authors I am more 
pleaſed with, than thoſe who ſhew 
human nature in a variety of views, and 


deſeribe the ſeveral ages of the world in 


their different manners, A reader can- 


not be more rationally entertained, than 
by comparing the virtues and vices' of 
his own times with thoſe which prevail- 


ed in the times of his forefathers ; and 


drawing a paralle] in his mind between 


his own private character, and that of 
other perſons, whether of his own age, 
or of the ages that went before him. 


makes us pleated or diſpleaſed with our- 


ſelves in the moſt proper points, to clear 


our minds of prejudice and prepoſſeſ- 


ſion, and rectity that narrowneſs of 


temper which inclines us to think amits 
of thoſe who differ from ourſelves. | 
It we look into the manners of the 


moſt remote ages of the world, we diſ- 


cover human nature in her ſimplicity 


and the more we come downward to- 


wards our own times, may obſerve her 
hiding herſelf in artifices and refine- 


ments, poliſhed inſentibly out of her 


original plainnels, and at length entirely 
and ceremony, and, 


ters, both ſacred and profane, and you 

would think you were reading the hiſ- 

tory of another ſpecies. 7 
Among the writers of antiquity, there 


are none who inſtruct us more openly in 


the manners of their reſpective times in 
which they lived, than thole who have 
employed themſelves in ſatire, under 
what drets ſoever it may appear; as there 
are no other authors whoſe province it 


[ 


ten. This paet flourithed about four 


age in which he lived. I have taken 
notice, in my hundred and hxty-frk 
_ ſpeculation, that the rule of obſerving 


an alluſion, has been found out of latter 


ments; and that their good or bad dil- 


for word, whichour language would not 
bear, at leaſt ſo as to comprehend every 


is to enter ſo directly into the ways of 
men, and ſet their miſcarriages in { 
ſtrong a light. TE 
Simonides, a poet famous in his ge. 
neration, is, I think, author of the 
oldeſt ſatire that is now extant ; and, as 
ſome ſay, of the firſt that was ever writ- 


hundred years after the ſiege of Troy; 
and ſhews, by his way of writing, the 
ſimplicity, or rather coarſenets of the 


what the French call the Bienſeance, in 


years; and that the ancients, provided . 
there was a likeneſs in their ſimilitudes, q 
did not much trouble themſelves about 
the decency of the compariſon. The 
fatire or iambics of Simonides, with 
which I ſhall entertain my readers in the 
preſent paper, are a remarkable inſtance 
of what I tormerly advanced. The 
ſubject of this ſatire is woman. He de- 
ſcribes the ſex in their ſeveral characters, 
which he derives to them from the fanci- 
ful ſuppoſition raiſed upon the doctrine 
of pre-exiſtence. He tells us, that the 
gods formed the ſouls of women out of 
thoſe ſeeds and principles which com- 
poſe ſeveral kinds of animals and ele- 


poſitions ariſe in them according as ſuch 
and ſuchſeeds andprinciplespredominate 
in their conſtitutions. I have tranſlated 
the author very faithfully,and if notword 


one of his ſentiments, without adding 
any thing of my own, I have already 
apologized for this author's want of de- 
licacy, and muſt fukther premiſe, that 
the ſollowing ſatire affects only · ſome of 
the lower part of the ſex, and not 2 
| 5 4 


wha have been refined by a polite edu- 
cation, which was not ſo common in the 
age of this poet. | 


© In the beginning God make the 
« ſbuls of woman kind out of different 
© materials, and in a ſeparate ſtate from 
© their bodies. e TID 

« The ſouls of one kind of women 

© were formed out of thoſe ingredients 

© which compole a ſwine. A woman 
| © of this make is a flut in her houſe and 
a a glutton at her table. She is un- 
| © cleanly in her perſon, a flattern in her 

© dreſs, and her family is no better than 

© adunghill. - _ 

© A ſecond ſort of female foul was 
formed out of the ſame materials that 
enter into the compoſition oc a fox. 
such an one is what we call a notable 


or bad, In this ſpecies of females 
there are ſome virtuous and ſome vi- 
“ cious. | Ns 

© A third kind of women were made 
© up of canine particles. Theſe are 
what we commonly call ſcolds, who 


” © imitate the animals out of which they 
15 were taken, that are always buſy and 
5 © barking, that ſnarl at every one who 
10 comes in their way, and live in perpe- 
tual clamour. ts 1 
2 | The fourth kind df women were 
a made out, of the earth. Theſe are 
Wy your ſluggards, who paſs away their 
de AL indolence and ignorance, hover 
*. | NI the fire a whole winter, and ap- 
te 15 themſelves with alacrity to no 
oy | Und of buſineſs but eating. 
ory | © The fifth ſpecies of females were 
5 | made out of the ſea. Theſe are wo- 
155 men of variable uneven tempers, ſome- 
55 times all ſtorm and tempeſt, ſometimes 
it of All calm and ſunſhine. The ſtranger 
5 | who ſees one of theſe in her {miles and 
5 imoothneſs, would cry her up for a 
wn 2 85 of good- humour; but on a 
ſuch W her looks and words are 
ms 0 aged, ſhe is nothing but fury and 
4 | 25 age, noiſe and hurricane. | 
{id , The ſixth ſpecies were made up of 
et che ingredients which compoſe an aſs 
very i Ne of burden. Theſe are na- 
785 mh y exceeding ſlothful, but upon 
FP. d5 55 N s exerting his authority, 
f de- th we upon hard fare, and do every 
that ing to pleaſe him: They are how- 


"cr tai from being averſe to venercal 


* 
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© pleaſure, and fektom refuſe a male 
companion. | 5 

The cat furniſhed materials for a 
© ſeventh ſpecirs of women, who are 
of a melancholy, froward, unamiable 
© nature, and ſo repugnant to the offers 
© of love, that they fly in the face of 
© their huſband when he approaches 
© them with conjugalendearments. This 
© ſpecious of women are likewite ſubject 
to little theits, cheats, and pilferings. 

© The mare with a flowing mane, 
© which was never broke to any fervile 

© toil and labour, compoſed an eighth 
© ſpecies of women. Theſe are they 
© who have little regard for their huſ- 
© bands, who paſs away their time in 
dreſſing, bathing, and perfuming; who 
throw their hair into the niceſt curls, 


and trick it up with the faireſt flowers 
© diſcerning woman, who has an inſight 
into every thing, whether it be good 


© and garlands. A woman of this ſpe- 
« cies is a very pretty thing for a ſtran- 
* ger to look upon, but very detrimental 

© ro the owner, unleſs it be a king or 
prince who takes a fancy to ſucha 
wf!!! Eo ob 

The ninth ſpecies of females were 

taken out of the ape. Thele are ſuch 
© as are both ugly and ill-natured, who 

© have nothing beautiful in themſelves, 
and endeavour to detract from or ri- 
© dicule every thing which appears ſo 
in others „ 
© Thetenth and laſt ſpecies of wo- 
© men were made out of the bee; and 
happy is the man who gets ſuch an 
one for his wife. She is altogether 


© faultleſs and unblameable ; her family 
© flouriſhes and improves by her good 
management. She loves her huſband, 

© and is beloved by him. She brings 
© him a race of beautiful and virtuous 


© children. She diſtinguiſhes herſelf 
© among her ſex. She is ſurrounded 
* with graces. She never tits among 

© the looſe tribe of women, nor paſſes 
© away her time with them in wanton _ 
«© dilcourſes. She is ſull of virtue and 


© prudence, and is the beſt wife tha 


Jupiter can beſtow on man.“ 7 


I ſhall conclude theſe iambies with 
the motto of this paper, which is a frag- 
ment of the ſame author: A man 
© cannot poſſeſs any thing that is better 
© than a good woman, nor any thing 
© that is worſe than a bad one. 

As the poet has ſhewn a great pene- 
tration in this diverſity of female cha - 

| 2 caters, 
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Juvenal and Monſieur Boileau are guilty 
of, the fotmer in his ſixth, and the other 
in his laſt ſatire, where they have endea- 
voured to Expoſe the ſex in general, with- 
out doing juſtice to the valuable part of 
it. Such levelling ſatires ate of no uſe 
to the world ; and for this reaſon I have 


often wondered how the, French author 


above-mentioned, who was a man of 
exquiſite judgment, and a lover of vir- 
tue, could think human nature a proper 


THE $PECTATOR: 
faster, le las avolded the fault whith 


ſubject for ſatire in another of lits cel. 
brated pietes, which is called s The $1. 
tire upon Man.“ What vice or frailty 
can a diſcourſe correct, which cenſure; 
the whole ſpecies alike, and endeavour 
to ſhew by fome ſuperficial ſtrokes of 
wit, that brutes are the more excellent 
creatures of the two? A fatire ſhould 
expoſe nothing but what is corrigible, 
and make a due diſcrimination between 
thoſe who are, and thoſe whto are not the 
proper objects of it. L 


Ne CCX. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 


ESO QUoMoDoO INHARET IN MENTIBUS QUASI! SECULORUM QUODDAM at. 
GURIAM FUTURORUM 3 IDQUE IN MAXIMIS INGENIIS ALTISSIMISQUy as 


MINIS ET EXISTIT MAXIME ET APPARET, FACILLIME., 


C1c, Tusc. Quzsr, 


THERE IS, I KNOW NOT how, ix THE MINDS OF MEN A CERTAIN PRESAGT; 


AS IT WERE, OF A FUTURE EXISTENCE 3 AND THIS TAKES THE DEEgPrsr 
ROOT, AND 15 MOST DISCOVERABLE IN THE GREATEST GERNIUSES AND 


MOST EXALTED SOULS. 


TO THE SPECTATOR. + 


1 Am fully perſuaded that one of the 


| beſt ſprings of generous and worthy 
actions, is the having generous and wor- 


thy thoughts of ourſelves. Whoever 


has a mean opinion of the dignity of his 
nature, will act in no higher a rank than 
he has allotted himſelf in his own eſti- 


mation. If he conſiders his being as 


circumſcribed by the uncertain term of 
a few years, his deſigns will be con- 


_ tracted info the ſame narrow ſpan he 
imagines is to bound his exiſtence. How 
can he exalt his thoughts to any thing 


great and noble, who only believes that, 
after a ſhort turn on the ſtage of this 
world, he is to fink into oblivion, and 
to loſe his conſciouſneſs for ever ? 

For this reaſon I am of opinion, that 
fo uſetul and elevated a contemplation 


as that of the ſoul's immortality cannot 


be reſumed too often. There is not a 


more improving exerciie to the human 
mind, than to be frequently reviewing its 


own great privileges and endowments; 
nor a more effectual means to awaken 
in us an ambition raiſed above low ob- 


jects and little purſuits, than to value 


ourſelves as heirs of eternity. 

It is a very great ſatis faction to con- 
ſider the beſt and wiſeſt of mankind in 
all nations and ages, aſſerting, as with 
one voice, this their birthright, and to 


find it ratified by an exprels revelation. 


inward 9 7 ourſelves, we may meet 
d 


increaſing appetite the mind has toknow- 


petite to duration itſelf, and from a re- 


. © yet are Jy hurrying over the 
1 
Now let us cohſiler what happens t 


we have gained? er àre we not remoi. 


ler upon the Alps, Wh6 fliouſd failf 


At the ſame time, if we turn our thoughts 


with a kind of ſeeret ſenſe concurring 
with the proofs of our own immortality. 
. You have, in my opinion, raiſed a 
good preſumptive argument from the 


ledge, and to the extending it's own fa- 
culties, which cannot be accompliſhed, 
as the more reſtrained perfection of 
lower efeatures, may in the limits of: 
ſhort life. I think another probable 
conjecturè may be faiſed from our ap- 


flection on dur ptogreſs through the 
ſeveral fages bf it: © We are complain- 
© ing,” 4s you obſerve in a former ſpe- 
culation, * of the fhortneſs of life, aud 


parts of it to arrive at certain little ſet 
« tlements, or imaginary points of rel, 
© Which are diſperſed up and down init. 


us when we arriye at theſe © imagina!) 
points of feſt :* do we ſtop our motioh, 
and fit dowit ſatisfied in the ſettlemet 


ing the botindary, and marking out fes 
points of reſt, to which we preſs {0f- 
ward with the like eagerneſs, and which 
cedſe to be ſuch as faſt as we stan 
them? Ouf cafe is tike that of 4 trave! 
that the top of the next Kill muſt > 


his journey, becauſe it terminates bi 
| | : proſpelt 


* 


proſpect; but he no ſooner arrives at it 
than he ſees new ground and other hills 
beyond it, and continues to travel on as 

efore. a 5 785 
, This is ſo plainly every man's condi- 
tion in life, that there is no one who has 
obſerved any thing; but may obſerve, 
that as faſt as his time wears away, his 
appetite to ſomething future remains. 
he uſe therefore I would make of it is 


this, that ſince Nature, as ſome love to 


exprets it, does nothing in vain, or, to 
ſpeak properly, ſince the Author of our 
being nas planted no wandering paſſion 
in it, no defire which has not it's ob. 
ject, futurity is the proper object of the 
aſhon ſo conſtantly exercited about it 
and this reſtleſſneſs in the preſent, this 
aſſigning ourſelves over to farther ſtages 
of duration, this ſucceſſive graſping at 
ſomewhat {till to come, appears to me, 
whatever it may to others, as a kind of 
inſtin& or natural ſymptom which the 
mind of man has of it's own immor- 
tally, = | 
I take it at the ſame time for granted, 


that the immortality of the ſoul is ſuffi- 


ciently eſtabliſhed by other arguments: 
and if fo, this appetite, which otherwiſe 
would be very unaccountable and ab- 
ſurd, ſeems very reaſonable, and adds 


| frength to the concluſion.. But I am 
amazed when I conſider there are crea- 


tures capable of thought, who, in ſpite 
of every argument, can form to them- 
felves a ſullen ſatisfaction in thinking 
etherwiſe, There is ſomething ſo piti- 
fully mean in the inverted ambition of 
that man who can hope for annihilation, 
and pleaſe himſelf tothink that his whole 
fabric ſhall one day.crumble into duſt, 


and mix with the maſs of inanimate 
beings, that it equally deſerves our ad- 


miration and pity. The myſtery of 
ſuch men's unbelief is not hard to be 
penetrated; and indeed amounts to no- 
thing more than a ſordid hope that they 
Hall not be immortal, becauſe they dare 
This brings me back to my firſt ob- 


THE SPECTATOR. 


405 
ſervation, and gives me occaſion ta ſay 
further, that as worthy actions ſpring 
from worthy thoughts, ſo worthy 
thouſghts are likewiſe. the conſequence 
of worthy actions: but the wretch who 
has degraded himſelf below the charac- 


ter of immortality, is very willing '0. 
reſign his pretenſions to it, and to jub- 


ſtitute in it's room a dark negative hap- 
pineſs in the &:tinRtion of his being. 
The admirable Shakeſpeare has given 
us a ſtrong image of the unſupported 
condition of ſuch a perſon n his laſt mi- 
nutes in the ſecond part of King Henry 


the Sixth, where Cardinal Beaufort, who 


had been concerned in the murter of 


the good Duke Humphrey, is repreſent- 


ed on his death-bed. After ſome ſhort 


confuſed 28 which ſhew an ima- 
iſturbed with guilt, juſt as 
he was expiring, King Henry ſtanding 


ron 


by him full of compaſſion, lays— 


Lord Cardinal ! if thou think'ſt on Heaven's 


„ | HR 23 8 
Hold up thy hand, make ſignal of that hope 
He dies, and makes no fign |!-—— | 


The deſpair which is here ſhewn, 


without a word or action on the part of 


be painte@ by the moſt forcible expreſ- 
ſions whatever. 5 | 


I ſhall not purſue this thought far- 


* 


the dying perſon, is beyond what could 


ther, but only add, that as annihilation 


is not to be had with a wiſh, ſo it is the 


molt abject thing in the world to wiſh . 


it. What are honour, fame, wealth, or 


power, when compared with the gener- 


ous expectation ot a being without end, 


and a happineſs adequate to that being ? 


I ſhall trouble you no farther; but 


with a certain . gravity, which theſe 


thoughts have given me, I refle& upon 


ſome things people ſay of you, as they 
will of men who diftmguith themlelves, 
which I hope are not true; and with you 


as gocd a man as you are an author. I 
ur moſt obedient humble 
„„ 8 
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Ne Ccxl. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER x. 


FICT1S MEMINERFT NOS JOCARY FABULIS, 


PDR. IIR. 1, Prot, 


LET IT BE REMEMBER'D THAT WE g$PORT IN FABLED STORIES, 


H AVING lately tranſlated the frag- 


ment of an old poet which de- 
ſeribes womank ind under ſeveral charac- 
ters, and ſuppoſes them to have drawn 
their different manners and diſpoſitions 
from thoſe animals and elements out of 


_ which he tells usthey were compounded; 


I had ſome'thoughts' of giving the ſex 


their revenge, by laying together in an- 
other paper the many vicious charac- 


ters which prevail in the male world, 


and ſhewing the different ingredients 


that go to the making up of ſuch dif- 


ferent humours and conſtitutions. Ho- 


Face has a thought which is ſomething 
akin to this, when, in order to excule 
himſelf to his miſtreſs, for an invective 


which he had written againſt her, and 
to account for that unreaſonable fury 


with which the heart of man is often 


tranſported, he tells us, that when Pro- 


metheus made his man of clay, in the 


| kneading up of the heart, he ſeaſoned it 


with ſome furious particles of the lion. 
But upon turning this plan to and fro 
in my thoughts, I obſerved ſo many un- 
2ccountable humours in man, that I did 
not know out of what/animals to feteh 


them. Male ſouls are diverſified with 
ſo many characters, that the world has 
not variety of materials ſufficient to fur- 
- Niſh out their different tempers and in- 
_ Elinations. The creation, with all it's 
animals and elements, would not be 
large enough to ſupply their ſeveral ex- 


travagancies. | 
Inftead therefore of purſuing the 


thought of Simonides, I ſhall obſerve, 


that as he has expoled the vicious part 


of women from the docbrine of pre- 
_ Exiſtence, ſome of the ancient phitoſo-. 

phers have, in a manner, fatirized the 
vicious part of the human ſpecies in ge- 
neral, from a notion of the ſeul's poſt- 


exiſtence, if J may ſo call it; and that 


as Simonides deſcribes. brutes entering 


into the compoſition of women, others 
have repreſented human ſouls as enter- 


ing into brutes. This is commonly 


termed the do&rine of tranſmigration, 


which ſuppoſes that human ſouls, upon 


their leaving the body, become the fouls 
et ſuch kinds of brutes as they molt re- 


} 


 femble imtheir manners; os to give an 
account of it as Mr. Dryden has de- 
ſcribed it in his tranſlation of Pytha- 
goras his · ſpeech in the fitteenth book cf 

Ovid, where that philoſopher difſuadgs 
his hearers fuon eating fleſh— 


Thus all things are but altered, nothing dies, 
And here and there th* unbody'd ſpirit flies: 
By time, or force, or fickneſs diſpoſſeſs d, 
And lodges where it lights, in bird or beaſt, 
Or hunts without till ready limbs it find, 
And actuates thoſe according to their kind: 
From tenement to tenement is toſs d- 
The ſoul is ſtill the tame, the figure only loſt, 

Then let not piety be put to flight, 

To pleaſe the taſte of glutton-appetite; 
But ſuffer inmate ſouls ſecure to dwell, 
Leſt from their ſeats your parents you expel; 
With rabid. hunger feed upon your kind, 
Or from a beaſt diſlodge a brother's mind. 


Plato in the viſion of Erus the Ar- 
menian, which I may poſſibly make the 
ſubject of a future ſpeculation, records 
ſome beautiful tranſmigrations; as that 
the ſoul of Orpheus, who was muſical, 
melancholy, and a woman- hater, entered 
into a ſwan ; the ſoul of Ajax, which 
was all wrath and fiereeneſs, into a lion; 
the ſoul of Agamemnon, that was ra- 
pacious and imperial, into ap eagle; and 
the foul of Therſites, who was a mimi 
and a buffoon, into a monkey. | 
Mr. Congreve, in a prologue to one 
of his comedies, has touched upon this 
doctrine with. great humour. 


Thus Ariſtotle's ſoul of old that was, 

May now be damn'd te animate an aſs; 

Or in this very houfe, for ought we know, | 
Is doing painful penance in ſome beau. 


I ſhall fill up this paper with ſome let- 
ters which my laſt Tueſday's ſpecula- 
tion has produced. My following cor- 
reſpondents will ſhew, what I there ob- 
ſerved, that the ſpeculation of that day 
aife&ts only the lower part of the ſex. 


FROM MY HOUSE IN THE STRAND; 
OCTOBER 30, 1711. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | 
TPON reading your Tueſday's pa- 
per, I find by ſeveral ſymptoms in 
my conſtitution that I am a bee. = 7 
| | ; = 


\ __ 


* 
1 


op, or if you pleaſe to call it ſo, my 
cell, is in that great hive of females 
which goes by the name of the New Ex- 
change; where I am daily employed in 
gathering together a little ſtock of gain 
from the fineſt flowers about the town, 
I mean the ladies and the beaus. I have 


2 numerous ſwarm of children, to whom 


1 give the beſt education J am able: but, 
Sir, it is my misfortune to be married 


to a dfone, who lives upon what I get 


without bringing any thing into the 
common ſtock. Now, Sir, as on the 
ene hand I take care not to behave my- 
felf towards him like a waſp, ſodikewiſe 


I would not have him look upon me as 


an humble bee; for which reaſon I do 
all I can to put him upon laying up 

roviſions for a bad day, and frequent- 
i repreſent to him the fatal effects his 
foth and negligence may bring upon us 
in our old age. I mult beg that you 
with join with me in your good advice 
upon this occaſion, and you will for ever 
Et x 
| Your humble ſervant, 


| Mr 1s SA. 


PICCADILLY, OCTOBER, 31, 1711. 


1 Am joined in wedlock for my fins to 


in the old poet by that hard name you 
gave us the other day. She has a flow- 
ing mane, and akin as ſoft as filk : but, 
Sir, ſhe paſſes half her life at her glaſs, 
and almoſt ruins me in ribbons. For 
my own part, I am a plain handicraft 
man, and in danger of breaking by her 
. lazineſs and expenſiveneſs. Pray, maſter, 
tell me in your next paper, whether 1 
may not expect of her ſo much drudgery 
as to take care of her family, and to 
curry her hide in caſe of refuſal. Your 
| foving friend, | | 


* 


one of thoſe fillies who are deſcribed 
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| CHEAPSIDE, OCTOBER JC, 

MR, SPECTATOR, | | 
I Am mightily” pleaſed. with the hu- 
mour ot the cat; be ſokind as to en- 


large upon that ſubject. Your's till 
death, + Jo stan HENPECK, ' 


P. 8. You muſt know I am married 


to a Grimalkin. 


WAPPING, OCTOBER JI, 1771. 


SIR, . | | 
EVEN ſince your Spectator of Tueſ- 
— day laſt came into our family, my 
hufband is pleaſed tocall me his Oceana, 
becauſe the fooliſh old poet that you 
have tranſlated ſays, that the fouls of 
ſome women are made of ſea- water. 
This, it ſeems, has encouraged my ſauce- 


box to be witty upon me. When I am 
angry, he cries—* Pr*ythee, my dear, be 


« calm;* when I chide one of my ſer. 


vants—* Pr'ythee, child, do not bluſter.“ 


He had the impudence about an hour 
ago to tell me, that he was a ſeafaring 


man, and muſt expect to divide his life 
between ſtorm and ſunſhine. When I 
beſtir myſelf with any ſpirit in my fa- 
mily, it is high ſea in his houſe; and . 


when I fit Kill without doing any thing, 


his affairs forſooth are wind-bound. 


When I aſk him whether it rains, he 


makes anſwer—-< It is no matter, ſo that 


c it be fair weather within doors.“ In 


ſhort, Sir, I cannot ſpeak my mind free- 
ly to him, but TI either ſwell or rage, or 


do ſomething that is not fit for a civil 


woman to bear. Pray, Mr. Spectator, 


ſince you are ſo ſharp upon other wo- 


men, let us know what materials your 


wife is made of, if you have one, I 


ſuppoſe you would make us a parcel of - 


poor-ſpirited tame infipid creatures: 
but, Sir, T would have you to know, 
we have as good paſſions in us as your- 
ſelf, and that a woman was never de- 
ſigned to be a milk-lop. 


BaRNABT BRITTIE. IL. Makra TEMPEST, 
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NN COXT. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2. 


— I TU 


COLLA JUGo, LIBER, LIBER SUM, DIC 


AGE — 


4. 


loose THY rex FROM THIS 1GNOBLE CHAIN, 


AND BOLLLY SAY THOU'RT FREE, 


| MR, SPECTATOR 


J think of the happineſs Sir Koger de 
overley enjoys, in having ſuch a friend 
as you to expoſe in proper colours the 


cruelty and perverſeneſs of his miſtreis. 
I have very often wiſhed you viſited in 
our family, and were acquainted with 


my ſpouſe; ſhe would afford you tor 
ſome months at leaſt matter enough for 
one Spectator a week. Since we are not 
ſo happy as to be of your acquaintance, 
give me leave to repreſent to you our 

reſent circumſtances as well as I can 
in writing. You are to know then that 
Jam not of a very different conſtitution 
from Nathaniel Henrooſt, whom you 
have lately recorded in your ſpecula- 


tions; and have a wife who makes a fender to muſic, and very ignorant of 
more tyrannical uſe of the knowledge of it; but far gone in the Italian taſte. 
my eaſy temper than that lady ever pre- Tom goes to Armſtrong, the famous 

We had not been a month fine writer of muſic, and deſires him to 
married, when ſhe found in mea certain put this ſentence of Tully in the ſcalp 
pain to give offence, and an indolence of an Italian air, and write it out for 


tended to. 


that made me bear little inconveniencies 


rather than diſpute about them. From -* [ber cui mulier imperot ? Cui lege 
this obſervation it ſoon came to that paſs, imponit, præſcribit, jubet, wetat, gu 


that if I offered to go abroad, ſhe would 
get between me and the door, kils me, 


and ſay ſhe could not part with me; and 
then down again I ſat. In a day or two 


after this rt pleaſant ſtep towards con- 
fining me, ſhe declared to me, that I 


was all the world to her, and ſhe thought 


mne ought to pe all the world to me. 


If, faid the, © my dear loves me as 


much as I love kim, he will never be 


* 


of my condition; but tell you in gene- 


* 


% 


— 


tired of my company.“ This declara- 
tion was followed by my being denied pleaſed with it; ſaid, the Italian was the 
to all my acquaintance; and it very ſoon only language for muſic; and admired 
came to that pals, that to give an anſwer how wondertully tender the ſentiment 
at the door before my face, the ſervants was, and how pretty the accent is of that 
would aſk her whether I was within cr language, with the reſt that is ſaid by 
not; and ſhe would aniwer No with rote on that occaſion. Mr. Meggot 18 
Racy fondnefs, and tell me I was a good ſent for to ſing this air, which he per. 
dear. I will not enumerate more little forms with mighty applaule ; and my 
_ circumſtances to give you alivelier ſenſe wife is in extaly on the occaſion, and 
glad to find, by my being ſo fuck 
ral, that from ſach ſteps as theſe at firſt, pleaſed, that I was at laſt come into die 
I now live the life of a priſoner of tate; notion of the Italian; For, ' {aid fit, 
my letters are opened ; and I haye not it 


1 
0 

8 

c 

© who is commanded by a woman ? He 
4 | 

c 

c 
6 


CREPEH, 


the uſe of pen, ink, and Paper, but ig 


Never look upon my dear wife, but I her preſence. I never go abroad, eq. 


cept ſhe ſometimes takes me with her in 
her coach to take the air, if it may be. 
called ſo, when we drive, as we gene, 
rally do, with the glaſſes up. I have 
overheard my ſervants lament my con- 
dition, but they dare not bring me mel. 
ſages without her knowledge, becauſz 
they doubt my reſolution to ſtand h 
them. In the midſt of this inſipid way 
of life, an old acquaintance of mine, 
Tom Meggot, who is a favourite with 
her, and allowed to viſit me in her 
company becaule he ſings prettily, has 
rouſed me to rebel, and conveyed his 
intelligence to me in the following 
manner, My wife is a great pre- 


my ſpouſe from him. A ille mi 


« erdetur ? Nui nibil imperamſi incgare, 
mbhil reſcuſare audet ? Feſcis! dandum 
* eft. _ Vocat ® wwentendum. Lit? 
abeundum, Minitatur ? extimiſctt- 
dum. — Does he live like a gencleman 


to whom ſhe gives law, grants and 
denies what ſhe pleaſes? who can ei- 
ther deny her any thing ſhe aſks, 9 
refuſe to do any thing the commands! 
To be ſhort, my wife was extremely 


\ 


grows upon one when one cnc 
"a * % 7 75 WP" {> 75 7 6s 
has * ä : comes 


comes toknow a little of the language: 
„and pray, Mr. Meggot, fing again 
© thoſe notes, Nihil imperanuti negare, 
t nibit reciqure. You may believe I was 
not a little delighted with my friend 
Tom's expedient to alarm me, and in 
obedience to his ſummons I give all this 
ſtory thus at large; and I am reſolvcd, 
when this appears in the Spectator, to 
declare for myſelf. The manner of the 
inſurrection I contrive by your means, 
which ſhall be no other than that Tom 
Meggot, who is at our tea-table every 
morning, ſhall read it to us; and if my 
dear can take the hint, and ſay not one 
word, but let this be the beginning of 
2 new life without farther explanation, 


& GOOD INTENTION» 


T is the great art and ſecret of Chri- 
| ſtianity, if I may uſe that phraſe, to 
manage our actions to the beſt advan- 
tage, and direc them in ſuch a manner, 
that eyery thing we do may turn to ac- 
count at that great day, when every 
thing we have done will be ſet before 
us. | „55 | 
In order to give this conſideration it's 
full weight, we may caſt all our actions 
under the diviſion of ſuch as are in 
themſelves either good, evil, or indit- 
ferent. If we divide our intentions af 
ter the ſame manner, and conſider them 
with regard to pur actions, we may diſ- 
cover that great art and ſecret 4 reli- 
gion which I have here mentioned. 
A good intention joined to a good ac- 


cacy ; joined to an evil action, exte- 
nuates it's malignity, and in ſome cates 
may take it wholly away ; and joined to 
an indifferent action turns it to a vir- 
tue, and makes it meritorious as far as 
human actions can be ſo. 
In the next place, to conſider in the 
ſame manner the influence of an evil in- 
tention upon our actions. An cyil in- 
tent ion peryerts the beſt of actions, ang” 
makes them in reality, what the fathers 
with a witty kind of zegl haye termed 
the virtues of the heathen world, ſo 
many ſhinning fins. It deſtroys the in- 
eechse Bf 40 indifferent, ation, and 


\ 


© exceeding fintul,” 


tion, giyes it it's proper force and effi- 
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it is very well; for as ſoon as the Spec. 


tator is read out, I ſhall without more 
ado, call for the coach, name the hour 
when TI ſhall be at home, if I come at 
all; it I do not, they may go to dinner, 
It my ſpouſe only wells and ſays no- 
thing, Tom and I go out together, and 
all is well, as I ſaid before; but if ſhe 
begins to command or expoſtulate, you 


thall in my next to you receive a full ne- 
count of her reſiſtance and ſubmiſſion 8 
for ſubmit the dear thing muſt to, Sir. 


your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
NY ANTHONY FREEMANs 


P. 8. { hope I need not tell you that 
I deſixe this may be in your very next. 
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VI RO. Ex. 1. v. 608. 


gives an evil action all poſſible blacks 5 


neſs and horror, or in the emphatic: 
language of ſacred writ, makes ſin 


If, in the laſt place, we conſider the 


nature of an indifferent intention, we 


ſhall find that it deſtroys the merit of a 
good action; abates, but never takes 
away, the malignity of an eyil action; 


and leaves an indifferent action in it's 


natural ſtate of indifference. 

It is therefore of unipeakableadvans 
tage to poſſeſs our minds with an habi- 
tual good intention, and to aim all our 
thoughts, words, and actions, at ſome 
laudable end, whetlier ir be the 4 


our Maker, the good of mankind, or 


the benefit of our own ſouls. 


This is a fort of thritt or good huſ. 


bandry in moral lite, which does not 
throw away any ſingle action, but makes | 


every one go as far as it can. It mul- 
tiplies the means of ſalvation, increaſes 
the number ot our virtues, and dimi- 
niſhes that of our vices. ET 
There is ſomething very devout, 
though not ſolid, in Acoſta's anſwer to 
Limhorch, who objects to him the mul- 
tiplicity of ceremonies in the Jewiſh re- 


ligion, as waſhings, dreſſes, meats, pur- 


gations, and the like. The reply which 
the Jew jnakes upon this occaſion, 1s, to 
the beſt of my remembrance, as fol- 
lows—p* There are not duties enough,“ 
EE Es HHS rs 
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ſays he, in the eſſential parts of the 


Monſieur St. Evremond has endea- 


voured to palliate the ſuperſtitions of the 
Roman Catholic religion with the ſame 


kind of apology, where he pretends to 
conſider the different ſpirit of the Papiſts 


and the Calviniſts, as to the great points 


wherein they diſagree. He tells us, that 
the former are actuated by love, and 
the other by fear; and that in their ex- 


preſſions of duty and devotion towards 
the Supreme Being, the former ſeem 


particularly careful to do every thing 
which may poſſibly pleaſe him, and the 


other to abſtain from every thing which 


may poſſibly diſpleaſe him. 


But notwithitanding this plauſible 


realon with which both the Jew and the 


Roman Catholic would excuſe their re- 
ſpective ſuperſtitions, it is certain there 
| is ſomething in them very pernicious to 


mankind, and deſtructive to religion; 
becaule the injunction of ſuperfluous 
ceremonies makes ſuch actions duties, 


as were before indifferent, and by that 


means renders religion more burthen- 


ſome and difficult than it is in it's own. 


nature, betrays many into ſins of omiſ- 


ſion which they could not otherwiſe be 


guilty of, and fixes the minds of the 
vulgar tothe ſhadowy uneſſential points, 
inſtead of the more weighty and more 
important matters of the law. 

This zealous and active obedience 
however takes place in the great point 


we are recommending; for if, inftead 


of preſcribing to ourſelves indifferent 


actions as duties, we apply a good in- 


tent ion to all our moſt indifferent ac- 


tions, we make our very exiſtence one 


continued act of obedience, we turn our 
diyerſions and amuſements to our eter- 
nal advantage, and are pleaſing him, 
whom we are made to pleaſe, in all the 


circumſtances and occurrences of life, 


It is this excellent frame of mind, 


this holy officiouſneſs, if I may be al- 


lowed to call jt ſuch, which is recom- 


472 Tux SPECTATOR. 


mended to us by the apoftle in that yy. 


©. Jaw for a zealous and active obedi- common precept, wherein he directs us 
s 'ence. Time, place, and perſon, are to a, to ourſelves the glory of our 
© requiſite, before you have an oppor- Creator in all our moſt indifferent ac. 
'© tunity of putting a moral virtue into tions, whether we eat or drink, or 
7 practice. We have therefore, ſays * whatſoever we do.“ | | 
he, enlarged the ſphere of our duty, A perſon therefore who is poſſeſſed 
and made many things which are in with ſuch an habitual good intention, 
themſelves indifferent, a part of our as that which I have been here ipeaking 
religion, that we may have more oc- of, enters upon no ſingle circumſtance 
caſions of ſhewing our love to God, of life, without conſidering it as well. 
and in all the circumſtances of life be pleaſing to the great Author of his be. 
doing ſomething to pleaſe him.” ing, conformable to the dictates of rea- 


ſon, ſuitable to human nature in gene. 
ral, or to that particular ſtation in which 
Providence bag placed him. He lives in 
2 perpetual ſenſe of the Divine Prelence, 
regards himſelf as acting, in the whole 
courſe of his exiſtence, under the ob. 
ſervation and inſpection of that Bring, 
who is privy to all his motions, and all 
his thoughts, who knows his © down. 
« fitting and his up-riſing, who is about 
his path, and about his bed, and {picth 
© out all his ways.” In a word, he re. 
members that the eye of his Judge is al. 
ways upon him, and in every action he 
reflects that he is doing what is com- 
manded or allowed by him who will 
hereafter either reward or puniſh it. 
This was the character of thoſe holy 
men of old, who in that beautiful phraſe 
of Scripture are ſaid to have * walked 
© with God.“ 5 1 
When I employ myſelf upon a paper 
of morality, I generally conſider how! 
may recommend the particular virtue 
which I treat of by the precepts or ex- 
amples of the ancient heathens ; by that 
means, if poſſible, to ſhame thoſe who 
have greater advantages of knowing 
their duty, and therefore greater obli- 
gations to perform it, into a better courſe 
of life: beſides that many among us are 
unreaſonably diſpoſed to give a fairer 
hearing to a Pagan philoſopher, than to 
a Chriſtian writer, | 
I ſhall therefore produce an inſtance 
of this excellent frame of mind in 2 
ſpeech of Socrates, which is quoted by 
Eraſmus. This great philoſopher on 
the day of his execution, a little before 
the draught of poiſon was brought to 
him, entertaining his friends with a dil- 
courſe on the immortality of the ſoul, 
has theſe words: Whether or no God 
© will approve of my actions, I know 
not; but this Tam fure of, that I have 
© atall times made it my endeavour to 
s pleaſe him, and I have a good ger 
7 ; tha 


« that this my endeavourwill be accept- 
« ed by him. We find in theſe words of 
that great man the habitual good inten- 
tion which I would here inculcate, and 
with which that divine philoſopher al- 
ways ated. I ſhall only add, that 
Eraſmus, who was an unbigotted Ro- 
man Catholic was ſo much tranſported 
with this paſſage of Socrates, that he 


” i 
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could ſcarce forbear looking upon him 
as a ſaint, and deſiring him to pray for 


him; or as that ingenious and learn- 


ed writer has expreſſed himſelf in a much 
more lively manner When I reflect 
© on ſuch a ſpeech pronounced by ſuch 
© aperlon,Ican ſcarce forbear crying out 
m6 Sancte Socrates, ora pro nobis: 
O holy Socrates, pray for us.” L. 


N CCxIV. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 


——f'FRUNT TEMPOR& LONG! 


—_ KLI T1 —— 


Did ſome time ago lay before the 
1 world the unhappy condition of the 
trading part of mankind, who ſuffer by 
want of punCtuality in the dealings of 
perſons above them; but there is a ſet of 


compaſſion than even thoſe, and theſe 
are the dependents on great men, whom 
| they are pleaſed-to take under their pro- 
tection as ſuch as are to ſhare in their 
E friendſhip and favour. Theſe indeed, 
as well from the homage that is accept- 
Jed from them, as the hopes which are 


ditors; and theſe debts being debts of 
honour, ought, according to the accuſ- 
tomed maxim, to be firſt diſcharged. / 
When I ſpeak of dependents, I would 

not be underſtood to mean thoſe who 


without any call will preſs into the com- 
$ pany of their betters.. Nor, when I 
| {peak of patrons, do I mean thoſe who 
| either have it not in their power, or have 
no obligation to aſſiſt their friends; but 
I ſpeak of ſuch leagues where there is 
power and obligation on the one part, 
and merit and expectation on the other. 
The divifion- of patron and client, 
| my, I believe, include a third of our 
nation; the want of merit and real worth 
in the client, will ſtrike out about ninety- 
une in an hundred of theſe; and the 
want of ability in patrons, as many of 
[that kind. But however, I muſt be 

leave to ſay, that he who will take up 
another's: time and fortune in his ſer- 
Vice, though he has no proſpect of re- 


, 5 
* _ * 


A LONG DEPENDENCE IN AN HOUR 18 LOST. 


men who are much more the objects of 


given to them, are become a ſort of cre- 


are worthleſs in themſelves, or who, 


warding his merit towards him, is as 
unſult in his dealings as he who takes up 


EY Juv, SAT. 111. VER. 124. 


Darn. 


h goods of a tradeſman without intention 


or ability to pay him. Of the few of 
the claſs which I think fit to conſider, 
there are not two in ten who ſucceed, 
inſomuch that I know a man of good 
ſenſe who put his ſon to a blackſmith, 
though an offer was made him of his 
being received as a page to a man of 
quality, There are not more cripples 
come out of the wars than there are 
from thoſe great ſervices; ſome through 
diſcontent loſe their ſpeech, ſome their 
memories, others their ſenſes or their 
lives; and I ſeldom ſee a man thorough- 
ly diſcontented, but I conclude he has 
had the favour of fome great man. I 
have known of fuch as have been far 
twenty years together within a month of 
a good employment, but never arrived 
at the happineſs of being poſſeſſed of any 
thing. | „„ ry Oe 
There is nothing more ordinary, than 
that a man who is got into a conhder- 
able tation, ſhall immediately alter his 
manner of treating all his friends, and 
from that moment he is to deal with you 
as if he were your fate. You are no 


longer to be conſulted, even in matters 


which concern yourſelf; but your patron 
is of a ſpecies above you, and a tree 
communication with you is not to be ex- 
pected. This perhaps may be your con- 
dition all the while he bears office, and 
when that is at an end, you are as inti- 


mate as ever you were, and he will take 


it very ill if you keep the diſtance he 
preſcribed you towards him in his gran- 
deur. One would think this ſhould be 
a behaviour a man could fall into with 
the worle grace imaginable; but wy 
| | whe 
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Who kfb the World have feen it more 


than once. I have often, with ſecret 


+ „heard the fame man who has pro- 
elle | 

paſſive behaviour, loſe minutes, hours, 
ays, and years, in a fruitleſs attend- 


ance on one who had no inclination to 


befriend him. It is very much to be 
regretted, that the great have one parti- 


_ cular privilege above the reſt of the 


world, of being ſlow in receiving im- 
preſſions of kindneſs, and quick in 
tak ing offence. The elevation above the 
reſt of mankind, except in very great 


minds, makes men ſo giddy, that they 


do not ſee after the ſame manner they 
did before: thus they deſpiſe their old 
friends, and ſtrive to extend their inte- 
reſts to new pretenders. By this means 
It often happens that when you come to 
know how you loſt ſuch an employment, 
you will find the man who got it never 
dreamed of it; but forſooth, he was to 


de furpriſed into it, or perhaps ſolicited 


to receive it. Upon ſuch occaſions as 
theſe a man may perhaps grow out of 


humour; if you are ſo, all mankind will 
fall inwith the patron, and you are an 


kumouriſt and untractable if you are 


capable of being ſour at a diſappoint- 
ment: but it is the ſame thing, whether 


you do or do not reſent ill ufage, you 


will be uſed after the ſame manner; as 


ſome good mothers will be ſure to whip 
their children until they cry, and then 


Whip them tor crying. 


There are but two ways of doing any 


thing with great people, and thoſe are 


by making yourſelf either conſiderable 


or agrecable: the former is mot to be at- 


tained but by finding a way to live 
without them, or concealing that you 
want them ; the latter is only by falling 
into their taſte and pleaſures: this is of 
all the *employments in the world the 
moſt ſervile, except it happens to be of 


your own natural humour. For to be 


agreeable to another, eſpecially if he be 
above you, is not to be poſſeſſed of fuch 
qualities and accompliſhments as ſhould 
render you agreeablein yourſelf, but ſuch 
as make you agreeable in reſpett to him. 


An imitation-of his faults, ora compli- effcring incenſe to them. 


FL hog Pk 
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his abhorrence againſt all kind of 
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ance, if not fubſerblenice, to his vice, 


muſt be the meaſures of your conduct. 
When it comes to that, the unnatural 
ſtate a man lives in, when his patron 
pleaſes, is ended; and his guilt and com. 
plaiſance are objeted to him, though 
the man who rejects him for vices, waz 
not only his partner but ſeducer. Thus 
the client, like a young woman who 
has given up the innocence which made 
her charming, has not only loſt his time, 
but allo the virtue which could render 
him capable of reſenting the injury 
which is done him. - 

It would be endlefs to recount the 
tricks of turning you off from themſelves 
to perſons who have leſs power to ſerve 


vou, the art of being ſorry for ſuch an 


unaccountable accident in your behavi. 
our, that ſuch a one, who, perhaps, has 
never heard of you, oppoſes your ad. 
vancement; and if you have any thing 
more than ordinary in you, you are flat. 
tered with a whiſper, that it is no wonder 
people are ſo flow in doing for a man of 
your talents and the like. 


Aſter all this treatment, I muſt flil 


add the pleaſanteſt inſolence of al, 
which I have once or twice ſeen ; to wit, 


that when a filly rogue has thrown away 


one part in three of his life in unproft. 


able attendance, it is taken wond:rtully 


ill that he withdraws, and is reſolved to 
employ the reſt for himſelf. te 

When we conſider theſe things, and 
reflect upon ſo many honeſt natures, 


which one, who makes obſervations of 


what palſes, may have ſeen, that have 
miſcarried by fuch ſort of applications, 
it is too melancho 
upon; therefore T ſhall take another op- 
portunity to diſcourſe: of good patrons 
and diſtinguiſn ſuch as have done thei 
duty to thoſe who have depended upon 
them, and were not able to act withou: 
their favour. Worthy:patrons are lik 
Plato's guardian angels, who are always 
doing good to their wards ; but negl- 
gent patrons are like Epicurus's gods 


that lie lolling on the elouds, and n. 


ſtead of bleſſings pour down ſtorms and 
tempeſts on the heads of thofe that 7 
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—=!'rGCtxnvAs DIDICISSE FIDELITER ARTES 


EMOLEIT Molts, NEC sINIr 


ESSE FEROS, 


Ovro; Er. 1x. L. II. ds PoNTo, v. 47. 


INGENUOUS ARTS, WHERE THEY AN ENTRANCE FIND, 
so TEN THE MANNERS, AND SUBDUE TRE MIND. 


I Conſider an human ſoul without edu- 


| cation like marble in the quarry, 


which ſhews none of it's inherent beau- 


ties, until the {kill of the poliſher fetches 
out the colours, makes the ſurface ſhine, 
and diſcovers every ornamental cloud, 
ſpot, and vein, that runs through the 


body of it. Education, after the ſame 


manner, when it works upon a noble 


mind, draws out to view every latent 


virtue and perfection, which without 
ſuch helps are never able to make their 
o 


Iuſtrate the force of education, which 
Ariſtotle has brought to explain his 
doctrine of ſubſtantial forms, when he 
tells us that a ſtatue lies hid in a block of 
marble; and that the art of the ſtatuary 
only elears away the ſuperfluous matter, 
and removes the rubbiſh. The figure 
is in the ſtone, the ſculptor only finds it. 
What ſculpture is to a block of marble, 


education is to an human ſoul. The phi- 
loſopher, the ſaint, or the hero, the wile, 


the good? or the great man, very often 
lie hid and concealed in a plebeian, which 
a proper education might have diſ- inter- 


red, and have brought to light. I am 
therefore much delighted with reading 


the accounts of ſavage nations, and with 
contemplating thoſe virtues which are 


wild and uncultivated; to ſee courage 


exerting itſelf in fierceneſs, reſolution in 
obſtinacy, wiſdom in cunning, patience 
in ſullenneſs and deſpair. 


Men's paſſions operate variouſly, and 
appear in different kinds of actions, ac- - 


cording as they are more or leſs rectified 


 andſ{wayed by reaſon. When one hears _ 
of negroes, who upon the death of their 


maſters, or upon changing their ſervice, 
hang themſelves upon the next tree, as 
it frequently happens in our American 
plantations, who can forbear admiring 


their fidelity, though it expreſſes it- 


ielf in ſo dreadful a manner? What 


If my reader will give me leave to 
change the alluſion ſe toon upon him, I 
Mall make uſe of the ſame inſtance to 


might not that ſavage greatneſs of ſoul 


which appears in theſe poor wretehes on 
many occaſions, be raiſed to, were it 
rightly cultivated ? And what colour of 
excule can there be for the contempt 
with which we treat this part of our ſpe- 
cies? That we ſhould not put themupon 
the common foot of humanity, that we 
ſhould only ſet an inſignificant fine upon 
the man who murders them ; nay, that 
we ſhould, as much as in us lies, cut 
them off from the proſpects of happineſs 
in another world as well as in this, and 
deny them that which we look upon as 
the proper means. for attaining it? 
Since I am engaged on this ſubject, I 
cannot forbear mentioning a tory which 
I have lately heard, and which is ſo wel 


atteſted, that I have no manner of rea- 


ſon to ſuſpect the truth of it. I may 
call it a kind of wild tragedy that paſſed 
about twelve years ago at St. Chriſto= 
phers, one of our Britiſh leeward iſlands, 
'The negroes who were the perſons con- 
cerned in it, were all of them the ſlaves 


of a gentleman who is now in England. 


This gentleman among his negroes 
had'a young woman, who was looked 


upon as a moſt extraordinary beauty by: 


thoſe of her own complexion. He had 


at the {ame time two young fellows who 
were likewiſe negroes and flaves, re- 
markable for the comelineſs of their 
perſons, and for the friendſhip which 


they bore to one another. It unfortu- 
nately happened that both of them fell 


in love with the female negro above 
mentioned, Who would have been very 
glad to have taken either of them for 


her huſband, provided they could agree 


between themſelves which ſhould be the 
man. But they were both ſo paſſio- 


nately in love with her, that neither of 
them could think of giving her up to 
his rival; and at the ſame time were ſo 


true to one another, that neither of them 
would think of gaining her without his 
friend's conſent. The torments of theſe 


two lovers were the diſcourſe of the fa- 
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mily to which they belonged, who could 
not forbear obſerving the ſtrange com- 
ney of paſſions whiclr perplexed the 


earts of the poor negroes, that often - 
dropped expreſſions of the uneaſineſs 


they underwent, and how impoſſible it 


was for either of them ever to be happy. 


After a long ſtruggle between love 


and friendſhip, trath and jealouſy, 1 | 


one day took a walk together im a wood, 


carrying their miſtreſs along with them: 


where, after abundance of lamentations, 
they ſtabbed her to the heart, of which 
ſhe immediately died. A flave who was 
at his work not far from the place where 
this aſtoniſhing piece of cruelty was com- 
mitted, hearing the ſhrieks of the dying 

rſon, ran to ſee what was the occa- 
fion of them. He there diſcovered the 


woman lying dead upon the ground, 


with the two negroes on each fide of her, 


Kiſſing the dead corpſe, weeping over it, 


and beating their breafts in the agonies 


of grief and deſpair. He immediately 


ran to the Englith family with the news 
of what he had ſeen ;-who upon coming 
to the place ſaw the woman dead, and 
the two negroes expiring by her with 
wounds they had given themſelves. 
We fee in this amazing inftance of 
barbarity, what ftrange diſorders are 
bred in the minds of thoſe men whoſe 
paſſions are not regulated by virtue, and 
diſciplined by reaſon. Though the 


Action which I have here recited is in 


itſelf full of guilt and horror, it pro- 
ceeded from a temper of mind which 


might have produced very noble fruits, 


had it been informed and guided by a 

ſuitable education, 1 
It is therefore an unſpeakable bleſſing 

to be born in thoſe parts of the world, 


where wiſdom and knowledge flouriſh ; 
though it muſt be confeſſed, there are, 
even in theſe parts, ſeveral poor unin- 


ſtructed perſons, who are but littleabove 
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the inhabitants of thoſe nations of which 
I have been here ſpeaking; as thoſe who 
have had the advantage of a more liberal 
education, riſe above one another b 
ſeveral different degrees of perfection. 
For to return to our ſtatue in the block 
of marble, we ſee it ſometimes only 
begun to be chipped, ſometimes rough. 
hewn, and but juſt ſketched into an 
human figure; _ fometimes we lee the 
man appearing diſtinctly in all his limbs 
and features, ſometimes we find the f- 
gure wrought up to a great elegancy, 
but ſeldom meet with any to which the 
hand of a Phidias or Praxiteles could 
not give ſeveral nice touches and finiſh. 
A . 
Diſcourſes of morality, and reflec- 
tions upon human nature, are the beſt 
means we can make ule of to improve 
our minds, and gain a true knowledge 
of ourſelves, and conſequently to re- 
cover our ſouls out of the vice, igno- 
rance, and prejudice, which naturally 
cleave to them. I have all along pro- 
feſt myſelf in this paper a promoter of 
theſe great ends; and I flatter-mylelt 
that I do from day to day contribute 


ſomething to the poliſhing of men's 
minds: at leaſt my deſign is laudable, 


whatever the execution may be. I mult 


_ confeſs I ann not a little encouraged in 


it by many letters which I receive from 
unknown hands, in approbation of my 


endeavours ; and muſt take this oppor- 


tunity of returning my thanks to thoſe 
who write them, and excuſing mylelt 
for not inſerting ſeveral of them in my 
papers, which I am ſenſible would be a 
very great ornament to them. Should 
J publiſh the praiſes which are fo well 
penned, they would do honour to the 
Prey who write them, but my pub- 
iſhing of them would I fear be a {uſh- 
cient inſtance to the world that I did 
not deſerve them. C 
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« % COCLVIL WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER x 
ws 2 OEM HERCLE POSSTS, NIL PRIUS, NEQUE PORTIVS;z 
* ui $1, INI Ius, NEQUE PEKFICIES NAVI TER, 
ly ekt, UBI PATI NON POTERIS, CUM NEMO EXPETET, 
h. \ FHFECTA PACE, VLTKO AD EAM VENITES, IN DI ANS 
an TE AMakf, KT FERKE NON PoSegE? ACTUM ESTy ILICET, 
he PERISTI4 BLYDET, UBT! TE VICTUM SENSERIT, * 
hs | | | Tek. EUN, ACT. 1. c. 1. 
f ort YOU CAN KEEP To YOUR RESOLUTION, YOU WILL ACT A Non 
If Eo. x MANLY PART: BUT fr, WHEN YOU HAVE SET ABOUT IT, YOUR 
be eas FAits YOU, AND, YOU MAKE A VOLUNTARY SUBMISSION, Ace- 
ud yowil £DGING THE VIOLENCE OF YOUR PASSION, AND YOUR INABILITY TO 
- = wot) OUT, ANY LDS GER, ALL 18 OVER WITH YOU; YOU ARE UNDONE, AND 
J AY CO HANG YOURSELF 5 SHE WILL INSULT OVER YOU, WHEN SHE FINDS 
c- . e KER SLAVE. if | | 4 | 
a . . f | | | | 
Ve TO THE SPECTATOR. cup was thrown in the fire; and ay 
ige | 115 : out taking vengeance on her ſpouſe, ſhe 
re- | 318, | 1 ſaid of me, that I was a pretending cox- 
10 s is to inform you, that Mr. comb, a medler that knew not what it 
ly Y Freeman had no ſooner taken was to interpoſe in ſo nice an affair as 
ro- E coach, but his lady was taken with a between a man and his wife. To which 
of le fit of the vapours, which it is Mr. Freeman“ Madam, were I leſs 
ell red will make her miſcarry, if not “fond of you than I am, I ſhould not 
ute edanger her life; therefore, dear Sir, © have taken this way of writing to the 
n's von know of any receipt that is good “ Spectator, to inform a woman whom 
le; ant chis faſhionable reigning diftem- God and nature has placed under my 
uſt per, be pleaſed to communicate it tor direction, with what I requeſt of her; 
in ibe good of the public, and you will „but fnce you are ſo indiſcreet as not 
om oblige yours, „„ to take the hint which I gave you in 
my . A. NOEWILIL. * that paper, I muſt tell you, Madam, 
or- | 5 4 © in ſo many words, that you have for 
ole ue. SPECTATOR, | | a along and tedious ſpace of time ated 
lt n uproar was ſo great as ſoon as du part unſuitable to the ſenſe you 
my 1. 1 bad read the Spectator concern- * ought to have of the ſubordination in 
ea ing Mrs. Freeman, that after many re- * which you are placed. And I muſt 
uld Vvolutions in her temper, of raging, * acquaint you once for all, that the 
ell | ſwooning, railing, fainting, pitying * fellow without—Ah, Tom!” (here the 
the berſelf, and reviling her hutband, upon footman entered and aniwered—* Ma- 
1h. an accidental coming-in of a neigh- * dam.'—+ Sirrah, do not you know 
me @ bouring lady, who ſays ſhe has writ to © my voice? Look upon me when J 
did you allo, ſhe had nothing left for it but * ſpeak to you: I ſay, Madam, this 
C to fall in a fit. I had the honour to * fellow here is to know of me mylelf, 
read the paper to her, and have a pretty * whether I am at leiſure to ſee company 
good command of my countenance and * or not. I am from this hour maſter 
| temper on ſuch occaſions; and ſoon of this houſe ; and my buſineſs in it, 
found my hiſtorical name to be Tom * and every where elle, is to behave 
| Meggot in your writings, but conceal- myſelf in ſuch a manner, as it ſhall be 
ed myſelf until I ſaw how it affected * hereafter an honour to you to bear my 
Mrs. Freeman. She looked frequently name; and your pride, that you are 
at her huſband, as often at me; and ſhe the delight, the darling and ornament 
did not tremble as ſhe filled tea, until * of a man of honour, uſeful and eſteem- 
lke came to the circumſtance of Arm- ed by his friends; and I no longer 
J. rong's writing out a piece of Tully one that has buried ſome merit in the 
for an opera tune: then ſne burſt out, 


ihe was expoſed, ſhe was deceived, ſüe 
n wronged and abuſed, The tea- | 


417 


world, in compliance to a froward 


agreeable woman by his indulgence.” 
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neſs in his aſpe& and a downcaſt eye, 
which | ©) | JV CC 
at the anguiſh he ſaw her in; for ſhe ſat 
ſwelling with paſſion, and her eyes firm- 
ly fixed on the fire; when TI, fearing 
he would loſe all again, took upon me 
to provoke her out of that amiable ſor- 
row ſhe was in, to fall upon me; upon 


which I ſaid very ſeaſonably for my 
Friend, that indeed Mr. Freeman was 


become the common talk of the town; 


and that nothing was ſo much a jeſt, as 


when it was ſaid in company—* Mr, 
© Freeman has promiſed to come to ſuch 
© aplace.* Upon which the good lady 
turned her ſoftneſs into downright rage, 


and threw the ſcalding tea-kettle upon 


your humble ſervant; flew into the 


middle of the room, and cried out ſhe 
Was the unfortunateſt of all women: 
others kept family diſſatisfactions for 


hours of privacy and retirement: no 


apology was to be made to her, no ex- 


pedient to be found, no previous man- 


ner of breaking what was amits in her; 


but all the world was to be acquainted 


With her errors, without the leaſt ad- 
manition. Mr. Freeman was going to 
make a ſoftening ſpeech, but J inter- 
poſed—“ Look you, Madam, I have 


nothing to ſay to this matter, but you 
ought to conſider you are now paſt a 


well enough in a girl, is in{uffcrable 


< 
: 
chicken; this humour, which was 
c 
c 


in one of your motherly character.“ 


With that ſhe loſt all patience, and flew 


directly at her hufband's periwig. I 
got her in my arms, and defended my 
tiend : he making figns at the ſame 


time that it was tqo much; I beckoning, 
nodding, and frowning over her fhoul- 


der, that he was loſt if he did not per- 
Kit, In this manner ſhe flew round and 


Mr. Freeman ended this with a tender- 


ewed he was extremely moved 


round the room in a moment, unil tit 
lady I ſpoke of above and ſervants en. 


tered; upon which ſhe fell upon a couch 


as breathleſs. I ill ke t up my friend: 
but he, with a very ſilly air, bid them 
bring a coach to the door, and we went 
of, I being forced to bid the coachman 
drive on. We were no ſaoner come to 
my lodgings, but all his wife's vel. 


tion came to enquire after him; and 


Mrs. Freeman's mother writ a note, 


. wherein ſhe thought never to haye ſcen 


this day, and ſo forth. 

In a word, Sir, I am afraid we are 
upon a thing we have not talents for; 
and I can obſerve already, my friend 
look upon me rather as a man who 
knows a weakneſs of him that he iz 
aſhamed of, than one who has reſcued 
him from ſlavery. Mr. Spectator, ! 
am but a young fellow, and if Mr, 
Freeman ſubmits, I ſhall be looked 
upon as an incendiary; and never get 3 
wife as long as I breathe. He has in- 
deed ſent word home he ſhall lie at 
Hampſtead to night ; but I believe fear 
of the firſt onſet after this rupture hes 


too great a place in this relolution, 


Mrs. Freeman has a very pretty ſifer; 


ſuppoſe I delivered him up, and articlcd 


with the mother for her for bringing 


him home. If he has not courage to 


ſtand it, you are a great caſuiſt, is it 
ſuch an ill thing to bring myſelf off as 
well as I can? What makes me doubt 
my man, is, that I find he thinks it 
reaſonable to expoſtulate at leaſt with 
her; and Captain Sentry will tell you, 
if yeu let your orders be diſputed, you 
are no longer a commander. I wiſh 
you could adviſe me how to get Clear 
of this buſineſs handſomely. Yours, 

i eder 


T. Meas 1 0 


7 
7 


N ECXVIL, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 


m— MINA ML 7 2 | 
ET PARITER TOTO REBETITVR CLAMOR AB ANTRO. 


Juy. SAT. vi. „rk. 326, 


THEN, UNRESTRAIN'O BY RULES OF DECENCY, 
TH' ASSEMBLED FEMALES RAISE A GENERAL CRY, 


£ * 


1 Shall entertain my reader to- day 


with ſome letters from my corre 
ſpondents. The firſt of them is the de- 


ſcription of a club, whether real or ima- 
Zinary I cannot determine; but am apt 


* ; 


to fancy, that the writer of it, whoevel 
ſhe is; has formed * kind of noct urnal 


orgie out of her own fancy : Whether 


this be ſo or not, her letter may con. 


duce to the amendment of that kind of 
TTY Ye. ; 28 | : TOY. perlons 
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0 THE SPECTATOR. 
ſons who are repreſented in it, and 


whole characters are frequent 
the world. | 

MR, SPECTATOR 1 
I ſame of your papers you were plea« 
1 {ed to give the public a very divert- 
ing account of ſeveral clubs and noc- 
turnal aſſemblies; but TI am a member 


Mae 


nongh in 


of a ſociety which has wholly eſcaped 


your notice, I mean a club of She- 
romps. We take each a" hackney- 
coach, and meet once a week in a large 


upper chamber; which we hire by the 
year for that purpoſe; ouriandlord and 


his family, who are quiet people, con- 


ſtantly contriving to be abroad on our 


club-night. We are no ſooner come 
together, than we throw off all that mo- 
D , * . ? . 35 
deſty and reſervedueſs with which our 
ſex are obliged to diſguiſe themſelves in 
public places. I am not able to expreſs 


until four in the morning, in being as 
rude as you men can be tor your lives. 
As our play runs high, the room is 
immediately filled with broken tans, 
torn petticoats, lappets, or head-drefl- 
„ e e garters, and 
EF working aprons. I had forgot to 
tell you at firſt, that beſides the coaches 


we come in ourſelves, there is one which 


ſtands always empty to carry off our 


1 dead men, for fa we call all thoſe frag- 
ments and tatters with which the room 
is ftrewed, and which we pack up to- 


gether in bundles and put into the afore- 


laid coach: it is no tmall diverſion for 
us to meet the next night at ſome men- 


ber's chamber, where every one is to 
pick out what belonged to her from this 
confuſed bundle of filks, ſtuffs, laces, 
and ribbons. I have hithevto given you 
an account of our diverſion on ordinary 
club-niglits; but muſt acquaint you 
further that onee à month we demoliſh 


a prude, that 18, we get ſome queer 


ormal creature in among us, and un- 


rig her in an inftant, Our laſt month's 
prude was ſo armed and fortified in 


whalebone and buckram, that we had 
much ado to come at her; but you 
would have died with laughing to have 
ſeen how the ſober aukwarq thing look- 
ed when ſhe-was forced out of her in- 


trenchments. In ſhort, Sir, is is im- 


polbble to give you a true notion of our 
port, unleſs youwould come one night 
amongſt us; and though it be directly 
#zanlt the rules of our ſociety to admit 


ON 4 = 


the e we enjoy from ten at night 
. 


— 


a male viſitant, we repoſe ſomuch con- 


hdence in your blence and taciturnity, 


that it waz agreed by the whole club, 
at our laſt meeting, to give you entrance 


for one night as a ſpectator. I'am your 
humble ſervant, . +» e A 
rr TaauAdaRr. 


Tbeugh I thank Kitty for her kind 
offer, I do not at preſent find in mpielf 


any. inclination to venture my perſon 
with her and her romping companions. 
I ſhould regard myſelt ap n fend Clo 
dius, intruding on the myſter ius rites 
of the Bona Dea, and ſhould apprehend 
being demoliſhed as much as the prude. 
The fallowing letter comes from a 


». 
— 


gentleman, whole taſte T find is much 


too delicate to endure the leaſt advance 
towards romping. I may perhaps here- 
after improve upon the hint he has given 
me, and make it the ſubject of a whole 
Spectator; in the mean time take it as 
it follows in his own words. N 


MR. SPECTATOR, 4 ts Ee et F a2 
T is my misfortune to be in love with 


a young creature who is daily com- 


mitting faults, which though they give: 
me the utmoſt unealineſs, I know not 
how to reprove her tor, or even acquaint 


her with. She is pretty, dreſſes well, 


is rich, and good-humoured; but either 


| wholly neglects, or has no notion of 
that which polite. people have agreed ta 


diſtinguiſh by the name of Delicaey. 


Atter our return from a walk the ather 


day, ſhe threw herſelf into an-elbow- 
chair, and profeſſed before a large com- 
pany, that ſhe was all over in a ſweat. 
She told me this afternoon, that her 
ſtomach aked; and was camplaining” 
yeſterday at dinner of fomething that 


© fuck in her teeth. Treated her with 


a baſket of fruit laſt ſummer, Which the» 


eat ſo very greedily, as almoſt made me 


reſolve never to ſee her more. In ſhort, 


Sir, I begin to tremble whenever I {ce 


her about to ſpeak or move. As ſhe: 
does not want ſenſe, if ſhe takes theſe 
hints I am happy: it not, I am more 


than afraid, that theſe things which 


ſhock me even in the behaviour of a 


miſtreſs, will appear inſupportable in 


that of a wife. N 
Ila, Sir, yours, Sc. 


My 


P. 8. We ſhalldemaliſh.a prude next 


nr erde nn et EED. 
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MR, 8BPECTATOR, 3 0 


1 Am happily arrived at a ſtate of tran- 
quillity, which few people envy, I 
mean that of an old maid ; therefore be- 


ing wholly unconcerned in all that med- 
ley of follies which our ſex is apt to 
contract from their filly fondneſs of 


yours, I read your railleries on us 


without provocation. I can ſay with 
Hamlet= 3 
Van delights not me, 
Nor woman neither. 


* 


THE SPECTATOR. 


My next letter comes from a corre- 
ſpondent whom I cannot but very much, 


value upon the account which the gives 
_ of herſelf. 85 


Therefore, dear Sir, as you never ſpare 
your own ſex, do not be afraid of re. 
proving what is ridiculous in ours, and 
you will oblige at leaſt one woman, ho 
is your humble ſervant, | 

9 5 : SUSANNA Fregr, 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 
I Am wife to a clergyman, and cap. 
not help thinking that in your tenth 
or tithe character of womankind you 
meant myſelf; therefore I have no quar. 
rel againſt you for the other nine cha. 
raters, Your humble ſervant, 
| EM oe gh ws fare 2 A. B. 
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N* CCXVIIL FRIDAY, NOVEMBER g. 


QUID DE QUOQUE iRO, ET CUI DICAS, SAPE. CAVETO- 


WAVE A CARE 


OF WHOM YOU TALK, TO WHOM, AND WHAT, AND WHERE, 


Happened the other day, as may way 


is, to ſtroll into a little coffee houſe 


beyond Aldgate; and as I fat there, 


two or three very plain ſenſible men 


Were talking of the Speftator. One 
ſaid, that he had that morning drawn 


the great benefit- ticket; another wiſhed 
he had ; but athird ſhaked his head and 
ſaid, it was pity that the writer of that 


paper was ſuch a ſort of man, that it 
was no great matter whether he had it 
or no. He is, it ſeems,* ſaid the 


good man, © the moſt extravagant crea- 


e © ture in the world; has run through 


vaſt ſums, and yet been in continual 
want; a man, for all he talks fo well 
of ceconomy, unfit for any of the of- 
- fices of lite by reaſon of his profuſe- 
neſs. It would be an unhappy thing 


D 


tempt for every thing which is falſe, that 


this heavy accuſation gave me no man- 
ner of uneaſineſs; but at the ſame time 
it threw me into deep thought upon the 
ſubject of fame in general; and I could 


not but pity ſuch as were ſo weak, as 


to value what the common people ſay 
out of their own talkative tempex to the 


advantage or diminution of thoſe whom 


to be his wife, his child, or his friend; 
and yet he talks as well of thoſe du- 
ties of life as any one. Much reflec- 

tion has brought me to ſo eaſy a con- 


Hook. EP. XVIII. LIEB. 1. v. 68, 


Poo Lx. 


they mention, without being moved ci. 


ther by malice or good-will. 1: will 


be too long to expatiate upon the ſenſe 


all mankind have of fame, and the in- 
expreſſible pleaſure which there is in the 


approbation of worthy men, to all who 


are capable of worthy actions; but me- 
thinks one may divide the general word 
Fame into three different ſpecies, as it 


regards the different orders of mankind 


who have any thing to do with it, 


Fame, therefore, may be divided into 


glory, which reſpects the hero; reputa- 
tion, which is preſerved by every gen- 


tleman; and credit, which mult be up- 


ported by every tradeſman. 'Thele pol- 
ſeſſions in fame are dearer than lite to 


thoſe characters of men, or rather arc 


the life of theſe characters. Glory, 
while the hero purſues great and noble 


enterprizes, is impregnable: and all the 


aſſailants of his renown do but ſhew their 
pain and impatience of it's brightneſs, 
without throwing the leaſt ſhade upon 
it. If the foundation of an high name 
be virtue and ſervice, all that is offered 
againſt it is but rumour, which is too 
ſhort-lived to ſtand up in competition 
with glory, which is everlaſting. 


Reputation, which is the portion of 
every man who would live with the ele 
gant and knowing part of maukind, 13 

4 2 . . 2 7 Ty 285 | 233 


2s table as glory, if it be well-founded; 
und the common cauſe of human fo- 
| ciety is thought concerned when we hear 
a man of good behaviour caluminated : 
| beſides which, according to a prevailing 
E cuſtom amongſt us, every man has his 
defence in his own arm: and reproach 

is ſoon checked, put out of countenance, 

and overtaken by diſgrace. | 
EF The moſt unhappy of all men, and 
the moſt expoſed to the malignity and 
E wantonnels of the common voice, is the 
trader. Credit is undone in whiſpers. 
© Thetradeſman's wound is received from 
3 one who is-more private and more cruel 
than the ruffian with the lanthorn and 
dagger. The manner of repeating a 
man's name; as—* Mr, Caſh, Oh! do 
| © you leave your money at his ſhop? 
© —Why, do you know Mr. Searoom ? 
| © He is indeed a general merchant.* I 
| ſay, I have ſeen, from the iteration of 
a man's name, hiding one thought of 
him, and explaining what you hide, by 
ſaying ſomething to his advantage when 
you ſpeak, a merchant hurt in his credit; 
and him who every day he lived, lite- 
rally added to the value of his native 
country, undone by one who was only 
a burden and a blemiſh to it. Since 
every body who knows the world is ſen- 
E fible of this great evil, how careful 
© ought a man to be in his language of a 
& merchant! It may. poſſibly be in the 
power of a very ſhallow creature to lay 


+. 3 
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the ruin of the beſt family in the moſt 
opulent city; and the more ſo, the more 
highly he deſerves of his country; that 
3 is to lay, the farther he places his wealth 
out of his hands, to draw home that of 
another climate. 5 . 
1 
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1 VIX EA NOS TRA vo 


HERE are but few men who are 
4 not ambitious of diſtinguiſhing 
themſlelves in the nation or countrywhere 
they live, and of growing conſiderable 
mong thoſe with whom they converſe. 
There is a kind of grandeur and reſpeR, 
aich the meaneſt and moſt inſignificant 
ert of mankind endeavour to procure 


THE SPECT A TOR, 


In this caſe an ill word may change 
3 plenty into want, and by araſh ſentence 


421 


a free and generous fortune may in a 


few days be reduced to beggary. How 


little does a giddy prater imagine, that 
an idle phraſe to the disfavour of a mer- 
chant may be as pernicious in the con- 
ſequence, as the forgery of a deed to 


bar an inheritance would be to a gentle- 


man! Land ſtands where it did before a 
gentleman was caluminated, and the 


ſtate of a great action is juſt as it was 
before calumny was offered to diminiſh | 


it ; there is time, place, and occaſion, 
expected to unravel all that is contrived 
againſt thoſe characters; but the trader 
ho is ready only for probable demands 
upon him, can have no armour againſt 
the inquiſitive, the malicious, and the 
envious, ho are prepared to fill the 


cry to his diſhonour. Fire and ſword 
are ſlow engines of deſtruction, in com- 


pariſon of the babbler in the caſe of the 
merchant” | 5 

For this reaſon I thought it an imi- 
table piece of humanity of a gentleman 


of my acquaintance, who had great va- 
riety of affairs, and uſed to talk with 


warmth enough againſt gentlemen by 


whom he thought himſelf ill dealt with; 
but he would never let any thing ba 
urged againſt a merchant with whom 
he had any difference, except in a court 


of juſtice. He uſed to ſay, that to 
ſpeak ill of .a merchant, was to begin 
his ſuit with judgment and execution. 
One cannot, I think, ſay more on this 


occaſion, than to repeat, that the merit 
of the merchant is above that of all 
other ſubjects; forwhile he is untouched. 


in his credit, his hand-writing is a more 


portable coin for the ſervice of his fel- _ 
low-citizens, and his word the gold of 


Ophir to the country wherein he reſides. 
| : ＋ 


Ne CCXIX. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 


THESE 1 5CARCE ALL OUR OWN. 


in the little circle of their friends and 
acquaintance. The pooreſt mechanic, 


nay, the man who lives upon common 


alms, gets him his ſet of admirers, and 


_ delights in that ſu riority which he 


enjoys over thoſe who are in ſome re- 
{pects beneath him. This ambition, 


which is natural to the ſoul of man, 


might 


Ovid. MST. x18. III. v. 144. 
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might methinks receive very Rapp, 
hn a if it were rightly Aireckel, 


contribute as much to a perſon's advan- 


tage, as it generally does to his uncaſt. 
Ws and ale g 1 1 

1 Half therefore ptit together ſome 
Moerights on this ſubject, Which I have 
not inet with in other writers; and ſhall 
fet them down as they have occurred to 
me, without being at the pains to con- 
nect or methodize them. | 


All fuperiority and pre- eminence that 


one man can have over another, may be 


. Yeduced to the notion of quality, which, 


eontiderett at large, is either that of for- 


tune, body, or mind. The firſt is that 


which conſiſts in birth, title, or riches; 
and is the moſt foreign to our natures, 
and what we can the feaft call our own 
of any of the three kinds of quality. In 
relation to the body, quality arifes from 
health, ſtrength, or beauty; which are 
nearer to us and more a part of our- 
ſelves than the former. Quality, as it 
regards the mind, has it's rite from 
knowledge or virtue; and is that which 


is more eſſential to us, and more inti- 
mately united with us than either of the 


The quality of fortune, though a man 
Eas lefs reafon to value himſelf pom it 


than on that of the body or mind, is 


however the Kind of qualitywhich makes 
rke moſt ſhining figure in the eye of the 


As virtue is the moſt reaſonable and 
genuine fource of honour, we generally 


nnd in titles an intimation of tome par- 
ficufar merit that ſnould recommend men 
to the high ſtations which they poſſeſs. 
Holineſs is aſcribed to the pope; ma- 
zeſty to kings; ſerenity or mildneſs of 


temper to princes; excellence or perfec- 
tion to ambaſſadors ; grace to archbi- 
hops z honour to peers ; worthip or ve- 


nerable behaviour to magiſtrates: and 


reverence, which is of the ſame import 


as the {ormer, to the inferior clergy. 


In the founders of great families, ſuch 


attributes of honour are generally cor- 


reſpondent with the virtues of the perſon 


to whom they are applied; but in the 
delcendents they are tos often the marks 


rather of grandeur than of merit. The 


ſtamp and denomination ſtill continues, 


bur the intrinſie value is frequently Joſt. 


The death- bed ſheœs te emptineſs of _ 


titles in a true light, A poor diſpirited 
feener lies trembling under the appre- 
heatons of the Rate he is entering on; 


| 


vis sfprTA TOR. 


and is aſked by 4 grave dttendarit low 
his Holineſs does ? Another hears hins. 


{elf addreſſed to under thetitle of High. 


nels or Excellency, who hes under ſuch 


mean circumſtances of mortality, as are 


the difgraee of human nature. Title 


at ſue a time look rather like inſults 


and mockery than reſpect. 

The truth of it is, honours are in this 
world under no regutation; true quality 
is neglected, virtue is oppreſſed, and vice 
triumphant. The laſt day will reQify 
this diſorder, and affign to every one a 
ſtation ſuitable to the dignity of his 
character; ranks will be then adjulted, 
and precedency ſet right. 

Methinks we ſhould have an amhji. 
tion, if not to advance ourſelves in ano. 
ther world, at leaſt to preſerve our poſt 


in it, and outſhine our inferiors in vir. 


tue here, that they may not be put above 
us ina ſtate which is to ſettle the diſtinc 


tion for eternity. 5 


Men in Scripture are called * ſtran. 


gers and ſojourners upon earth,” and 
lite a © pilgrimage.” Several Heathen, 


as well as Chriſtian authors, under the 
fame kind of metaphor, have repreſented 
the world as an inn, which was only 
deſigned to furniſh us with accommo- 
dations i this our pafſage. It is ther: 
fore very abſurd to think of ſetting up 
our ret before we come to our journey's 
end, and nof rather to take care of the 
reception we {hall there meet, than to 
fix our thoughts on the little conveni- 
encies and advantages which we enio) 
one above another in the way to it. 
Epictetus makes uſe of another kin! 
of alluſion, which is very beautiful, and 
wondertulty proper to incline us to be 
fatisfted with the poſt in which Pro. 
dence has placed us. We are here, 
ſays he, as in a theatre, where ever} 
© one has apart allotted to him. Tis 
great duty which ties upon a min is to 
act his part in perfection. We mif 
© indeed fay, that our part docs not 
' ſuit us, and we could act another bil- 
ter. But this, ſays the philoſophet, 
is not our buſinefſs. All that wears 
concerned in is to excel in the pill 
which is given us. If it be an um. 
proper one, the fault is not in us, but 
in him who has caſt our ſeveral parts; 
and is the greatDiſpoſer of the drama. 
The part that was acted by this pits 
loſopher himfelf was but a very indit- 
ferent one, for he lived and died a flat. 
His motive to contentment in tl . as 
h 1cuiar 
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tirular, receives à very great enforce- 
ment from the. above-mentioned conh- 


deration, if we remember that our parts 


zn the other world will be new caft, and 
that mankind will be there ranged-in 
different tations of ſuperiority and pre- 
eminence, in proportion as they have 
here excelled one another in virtue, ang 
performed in their ſeveral poſts of lite the 
duties which belong to them. | 


There are many beautiful paſſages in 


the little apocryphal book, intituled, 
The Wiſdom of Solomon, to ſet forth 
the vanity of honour, and the like tem- 
poral bleſſings which are in ſo great re- 
pute among men, and to comtort thoſe 
who have not the poſſeſſion of them. It 
repreſents in very warm and noble terms 
this advancement of a good man in the 
other world, and the great ſurpriſe 
which it will produce among thoſe who 
are his ſuperiors in this. Then ſhall 
the righteous man ſtand in great bold- 
© neſs before the face of ſuch as have 
« afflicted him, and made no account 
© of his labours. When they ſee it, 
they ſhall be troubled with terrible 
fear, and ſhall be amazed at the 
# ſtrangeneſs of his ſalvation, ſo far be- 
« yond all that they looked for. And 
they repenting and groaning for an- 


* 
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* guiſh of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within them- 
ſelves “ This was he whom we had 
« ſome time in deriſion, and a proverb 
of reproach. We fools accounted his 
& life madneſs, and his end to be with- 
« out honour. How is he numbered 


«© among the children of God, and his 


lot is among the ſaints!” 
If the reader would ſee the deſcrip- 


tion of a life that is ꝓaſſed away in va- 


nity, and among the ſhadows of pomp 


and greatneſs, he may fee it very tinely 
drawn in the ſame place. In the mean 
time, ſince it is neceſſary in-the preſent 
conſtitution of things, that order and 
diſtinction ſhould be kept in the world, 
we ſhould be happy, it thoſe who enjoy 
the upper ſtations in it, would endeavour 
to ſurpaſs others in virtue, as much as 
in rank, and by their humanity and 
condeſcenſion make their ſuperiority eaſy 
and acceptable to thoſe who are beneath 


them; and it, on the contrary, thoſe 
who are in meaner poſts of life, would 


conſider how they may better their con- 
dition hereafter, aud by a juſt deference 
and ſubmithon to their ſuperiors, make 
them happy in thoſe bleſſings with which 


Providence thought fit to dimtinguiſn 
them. . | C 


XX. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 


VIRG. ZEN. XII. v. 228. by 


A THOUSAND RUMOURS SPREADS, 


SIR, 


k . 3 you apply to my father 


for my love? 1 cannot help it if 
he will give you my perſon; but I aſ- 
dure you it is not in his power, nor even 


iu my own, to give you my heart, Dear 


Sir, do but conſider the ill- conſequence 
of ſuch a match; you are fifty- five, I 
twenty-one, You are a man of buſi— 
nels, and mightily converſant in arith- 


metic and making calculations; be pleaſ- 
A therefore-to confider what proportion 


| 2 {pirits bear to mine, and when you 
aye made a juſt eſtimate of the neceſſa- 
y decay on one ſide, and the redund- 


| ance on the other, you will act accord- 
| Mgiy. This perhaps is ſuch language 
s you may not expect from a young la- 


dy ; but my happineſs is at ſtake, and 
| muſt talk plainly. I mortally hate 


Fou; and io, as you and my father 


agree, you may take me or leave me: 
but it you will be ſo good as never to 


fee me more, you will for ever oblige, 


Sir, your molt humble ſervant, | 
_ HENRIETT 4. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


PHERE are ſo many artifices and 


modes of falle wit, and ſuch a va- 
riety of humour diſcovers itſelf among 


it's votaries, that it would be impoſſible 


to exhauſt ſo fertile a ſubject, if you 
would think fit to reſume it. The fol- 


lowing inftances may, if you think fit, 
be added by way of appendix to- your 
diſcourſes on that ſubject. | 
That feat of poetical activity men- 
tioned by Horace, of an author who 
could compole two hundred verſes while 


he ſtood upon one leg, has been imitat- 


ed, as I have beard, by a modern writ- 


3 H er; 
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er; who priding himſelf on the hurry 
of his inveation, thought it no ſmall ad- 
dition to his fame to have each piece 
minuted with the exact number of hours 
or days it colt him in the compoſition. 
He could taſte no praiſe until he had ac- 
quainted you in how ſhort a ſpace of 
time he had deſerved it; and was not 
ſo much led to an oſtentation of his art, 
as of his diſpatch. 8 | 
7 Accibe, fv, 
Accipiam tabulas; detur nobis locus, hora, 
Cuftodes : videamus uten plus ſcribere Fſſit. 
| Hoke SAT. Iv. LIB, I. VER, 14. 


Here's pen and ink, and time, and place; 


. | 
Who can write moſt, and faſteſt, you or I, 


CREECRH. 


„ 
* 


This was the whole of his ambition; 
and therefore I cannot but think the 
i of this rapid author very proper 
to be oppoſed to thoſe laborious nothings 
which you have obſerved were the de- 
light of the German wits, and in which 
they ſo happily got rid of ſuch a tedious 
quantity of their time. | 

I have known a gentleman of angther 


turn of humour, who, deſpiſing the 


name of an author, never printed his 
works, but contracted his tale 
the help of a very fine diamond which 
he wore on his little finger, was a con- 
ſiderable poet upon glaſs. He had a 
very good epigrammatic wit; and there 
was not a parlour or tavern-window 
_ where he viſited or dined for ſome years, 
which did not receive ſome ſketches or 
memorials of it. It was his misfortune 
at laſt to loſe his genius and his ring to 
a ſharper at play, and he has not at- 
tempted to make a verſe ſince. _ 
But of all contractions or expedients 
for wit, I admire that of an ingenious 


projector whole book I have ſeen. This 


virtuoſo being a mathematician, has, ac- 


_ cording to his taſte, thrown the art of 


poetry into a ſhoxt problem, and con- 


trived tables by which any one, without 


m or lente I Am a young gentleman, and take it 
may, to his great comfort, be able to = 


1 knowing a word of grammar or lenle, 


compoſe, or rather to erect Latin verſes, 
His tables are a kind of poetical loga- 
rithms, which being divided into ſeve- 
ral ſquares, and all inſcribed with ſo 
many incoherent words, appear to the 
eye ſomewhat like a tortune-telling 
ſcreen. What a joy mult it be to the 
unlearned operator to find that theſe 


words being carefully collected and writ 


ent, and by 
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down in order according to the problem 
ſtart of themſelves into hexameter and 
pentameter verſes? A friend of mine 
who is a ſtudent in aſtrology, meetine 
with this book, performed the opera. 
tion, by the rules there ſet down; he 
ſhewed his verſes to the next of his ac. 
quaintance, who happened to underſtang 
Latin; and being informed they de. 
ſcribed a tempeſt of wind, very luckih 
prefixed them, together with a tranſl. 


tion, to an almanack he was juſt then 


printing, and was ſuppoſed to haue 
foretold the laſt great ſtorm. 

T think the only improvement beyond 
this, would be that which the late Duke 
of Buckingham mentioned to a ſtupid 
retender to poetry, as the project of 2 
utch mechanic, viz. 2 mill to make 
verſes. This being the moſt compen. 
dious method of all which have yet been 
propoſed, may deſerve the thoughts of 
our modern virtuofi who are employed 
in new diſcoveries for the public good: 
and it may be worth the while to conſi- 


der, whether in an iſland where few are 


content without being thought wits, it 
will not be a common benefit, that wit 


as well as labour ſhould be made cheap, 


I am, Sir, your humble ſeryant, &c, 


MR, SPECTATOR, 


| I Often dine at a gentleman's houſe, 


where there are two young ladies, in 
themſelves very agreeable, but very cold 
in their behaviour, becauſe they under. 
ſtand me for a perſon that is to break 
my mind, as the phraſe is, very ſud- 
denly to one of them. But I take this 


way to acquaint them, that I am not in 


love with either of them, in hopes they 
will uſe me with that agreeable freedom 
and indifference which they do all the 
reit of the world, and not to drink to 
one another only, but ſometimes caſt a 
kind look, with their ſervice to, Sir, 
d humble feryant: 


Mt, SPECTATOR, 


for a piece of good-breeding to pull 
off my hat when I ſee any thing pecu- 
liarly charming in any woman, whether 
I know her or not. I take care that 
there is nothing ludicrous or arch in my 
manner, as if I were to betray a wo- 
man into a ſalutation by way of jet or 
humour; and except I am acquainted 
with her, I find ſhe ever takes it for A 
rule, that ſhe is to look upon this civility 
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and homage I pay to her ſuppoſed me- 
tit, as an impertinence or forwardneſs 
vhich ſhe is to obſerve and negle&t. I 
E wiſh; Sir, you would ſettle the buſineſs 
of ſalutation; and pleaſe to inform me 
E how I ſhall reſiſt the ſudden impulſe I 
have to be civil to what gives an idea of 
merit; or tell theſe creatures how to be- 
have themſelves in return to the eſteem 


I have for them. My affairs are ſuch, 
that your deciſion will be a favour to 


me, if it be only to ſave the unneceffary 
expence of wearing out my hat fo faſt as 
I do at preſent, Iam, Sir, yours, 


DT; 


P. . There art ee that do iow 
me, and will not bow to me. T 


Ne CCxxl. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13. 
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FROM EGGS WHICH FIRST ARE SET UPON THE BOARD, 
To APPLES RIPE, WITH WHICH IT LAST IS. STOR'D. 


3 F HEN I have finiſhed any of my 


/Y ſpeculations, it is my method to 


E conſider which of the ancient authors 
have touched upon the ſubje&t that I 
treat of. By this means I meet with 
ſome celebrated thought upon it, or a 
thought of my own Apreffed in better 
E words, or ſome ſimilitude for the illuſ- 
tration of my ſubject. This is what 
gives birth to the motto of a ſpeculaion, 
which I rather chooſe to take out of the 
poets than the proſe- writers, as the for- 
mer generally give a finer turn to a 
thought than the latter, and by couching 
it in few words, and in harmonious. 
numbers, make it more portable to the 
memory. | 1 
My reader is therefore ſure to meet 
Vith at leaſt one good line in every pa- 
per, and very often finds his imagina- 
I tion entertained by a hint that awakens 
in his memory ſome beautiful paſſage 
| of a claſſic author. | | 


It was a faying in an ancient philoſo- 
pher, which I find ſome of our writers 


| liave aſcribed to Queen Elizabeth, who 
perhaps might have taken occaſion to re- 
| peat it, © that a good face is a letter of 


recommendation.“ It naturally makes 
the beholders inquiſitive into the perſon 
who is the owner of it, and generally 


prepoſſeſſes them in his favour. A hand- 
} lome motto has the ſame effect; be- 


hdes that it always gives a ſupernume- 
rary beauty to a paper, and is ſome- 
times in a manner neceſſary when the 
writer is ingaged in what may appear a 
paradox to vulgar minds, as it ſhews 
that he is ſupported by good authorities, 
and is not ſingular in his opinion. 
I muſt confels, the motto is of little 


uſe to an unlearned reader, for which 


reaſon I conſider it only as © a word to 


© the wiſe.“ But as for my unlearned 


friends, if they cannot reliſh the motto; 
I take care to make proviſion for them 


in the body of my paper. If they do 
not underſtand the ſign that is hung 
out, they know very well by it, that 
they may meet with entertainment in 
the houſe ; and I think I was never bet- 


ter pleaſed than with a plain man's com- 
pliment, who, upon his triend's telling 


him that he would like the Spectator 


much better if he underſtood the matto, 
replied, © that good wine needs no buſh.” 


I have heard of a couple of preachers 


in a country town, who endeavoured 
which ſhould outſhine one another, and 
draw together the greateſt congregation. 


One of them being well verled in the 
fathers, uſed to quote every now and 
then a Latin ſentence to his illiterate 
hearers, who it ſeems found themſelves 
ſo edified by it, that they flocked in 


greater numbers to this learned man 
than to his rival. The other finding 


his congregation mouldering every Sun- 
day, and hearing at Jength what was 


the occaſion of it, reſolved to give his 


pariſh a little Latin in his turn; but 


being unacquainted with any of the fa- 
thers, he digeſted into his fermons the 
whole book of N Genus, adding how- 


ever ſuch explications to it as he thought 
might be for the benefit of his people. 


He atterwards entered upon As in præ- 
ſenti, which he converted in the lame 
manner to the ule 0i his pariſhioners. 
This in a very little time thickened his 


audience, filled his church, and routed 


his antagoniſt. 
216-3 The 


r 
1 9 


= £26 


Phe natural love to Latin, which is 
ſo prevalent in our common people, 
makes me think that my ſpeculations 
fare never the worſe among them from 
that little ſcrap which appears at the 
head of them'; and what the more en- 
eourages me in the uſe of quotations in 
an unknown tongue, is, that I hear 
the ladies, whoſe approbation I value 


more than that of the whole learned 


world, declare themſelves in a more 
particular manner * pleaſed with my 
Greek mottos. | | | 
Deſigning this day's work for a dil 
ſertation upon the two extremities of 
my paper, and having already diſpatched 
my motto, I thall, in the next place, 
diſcourſe upon thoſe ſingle capital 
letters, which are placed at the end of 


it, and which have afforded great matter 


of ſpeculation to the curious. I have 
heard various conjectures upon this ſub- 
jet. Some tell us that C is the mark 
of thoſe papers that are written by the 
clergyman, though others aſcribe them 
to the club in general: that the papers 
marked with R were written b 


lawyer, whom I have deſcribed in my 
ſecond ſpeculation ; and that J ſtands 
. for the trader or merchant : but the 
letter X, which is placed at the end of 
ſome 'few of my papers, is that which 


has puzzled the whole town, as they 


cannot think of any name which begins 
with that letter, except Xenophon and 
 Nerxes, who can neither of them be 
fuppoſed to have had any hand in theſe 
ſpeculations. DI 

In anſwer to theſe inquiſitive gentle- 
men, who have many of them made 


enquiries of me by letter, I muſt tell 
them the reply of an ancient philoſo- 


pher, who earried ſomething hidden 
under his sloke. A certain acquain- 
tance deſiring him to let him know what 


it was he covered ſa carefully I cover 


© it,” ſays hes, on purpole that you 
& ſhould not know. 
uſe of theſe obſcure marks for the ſame 
_ purpoſe. They are, perhaps, little 


amulets or charms fo preſerve the paper 


againſt the faſcination and malice f 


. . | 1 Dy my 
triend Sir Roger: that L ſignifies the 


I have made 


i 
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evil eyes; for which reaſon I would not 


have my reader ſurprized, if hereatter 
he ſees any of my papers marked with 
a Q, a Z, V, an &. or with the word 
Abracadabra. + 6 

I ſhall, however; fo far explain my. 
ſelf to the reader, as to let him know 
that the ]|-:tters C, L, and X, are ca- 
baliſtical, and carry more in them than 
it is proper for the world to be acquaint. 
ed with. Thoſe who are verſed in the 
philolophy of Pythagoras, and ſwear | 
by the Tetrachtys, that is, the number 
Four, will know very well that the num. 
ber Ten, which is fignified by the letter 
X, (and which has ſo much perplexed the 
town) has in it many particular powers; 
that it is called by platonic writers the 
complete number; that one, two, three, 
and tour, put together, make up the num- 
ber ten; and that ten is all. But theſe 
are not myſteries for ordinary readers. 
to be let into. A man muſt have ſpent 
many years in hard ſtudy before he can 
arrive to the knowledge of them. 

We had a rabbinical divine in Eng- 
land, who was chaplain to the Earl of 
Eſſex in Queen Elizabeth's time, that 
had an admi able head for ſecrets of this 
nature. Upon his taking the doctor of 
divinity's degree, . he preached before 
the univerſity of Cambridge upon the 
firſt verſe of the firſt chapter of the firſt . 
book of Chronicles, in which, ſays he, 


you have the three following words. 


Adam, Sheth, Enoſh. 
He divided this ſhort text into many 
parts, and by diſcovering ſeveral my- 
ſteries in each word, made a moſt learu- 
ed and elaborate diſcourſe. The name 
of this profound preacher was Dr. Alu- 
baſter, of whom the reader may find a 
more particular account in Dr. Fuller's 


book of Engliſh Worthies. This in- 


ſtance will, I hope, convince my readers 
that there may be a great deal of fine 


writing in the capitalletters which bring 


up the rear of my paper, and give then 
ſome ſatis/a&tion in that particular. 


But as for the full explication of theſ⸗ 
matters, I muſt refer them to time, 


which diſcovers all things. 2 


% : * 
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WHY, OF TWO BROTHERS, ONE HIS PLEASURE LOVES, 
| PREFERS HIS SPORTS TO HEROD'S FRAGRANT GROVES. 


MRe SPECTATOR) pb | 

HERE is one thing I have often 
T looked for in your papers, and 
have as often wondered to find myſelf 
diſappointed; the rather, becauſe I think 
it a ſubje& every way agreeable to your 
deſign, and by being left unattempted 
by others, ſeems reſerved as a proper 
employment for you: I mean a diſquiſi- 
tion, from whence it proceeds, that men 
of the brighteſt parts, and moſt com- 
prehenſive genius, completely furniſhed 
with talents for any province in human 
affairs: ſuch as by their wiſe leſſons of 
economy to others have made it evident, 
that they have the juſteſt notions of 
life, and of true ſenſe in the conduct 
of it from what unhappy contra- 
dictious cauſe it proceeds, that perſons 
thus finiſhed by nature and by art, 
ſhould ſo often fail in the management 
of that which they ſo well underſtand, 
and want the addreſs to make a right 
application of their own rules. This is 
certainly a prodigious inconliſtency in 


behaviour, and makes much ſuch a. 


figure in morals as a monſtrous birth in 


naturals, with this difference only, which 


greatly aggravates the wonder that it 
happens much more frequently; and 
what a blemiſh does it caſt upon wit and 
learning in the general account of the 
world? and in how diſadvantageous a 
light does it expoſe them to the buſy 
claſs of mankind, that there ſhould be 


ſo many inſtances of perſons who have 


ſo conducted their lives in ſpite of theſe 


tranicendent advantages, as neither to 


be happy in. themſelves, nor uſeful to 
their friends; when every body ſees it 
was intirely in their own power to be 
eminent in both theſe characters? For 


my part, I think there is no reflection 


more aſtoniſhing than to conſider one of 


theſe gentlemen ſpending a fair fortune, 


_— in every body's debt without 
the leaſt apprehenſion of a future reck- 


Hos. Ee. 11. LI:B. 2, v. 193, 


Crrec He 


oning, and at laſt leaving not only his 


own children, but poſſibly thoſe of 


other people, by his means, in ſtarving 
circumftances; while a fellow, whom 
one would ſcarce ſuſpect to have a hu« 


man ſoul, ſhall perhaps raiſe a vaſt eſtate 
out of nothing, and be the founder of 


a family capable of being very conſider- 
able in their country, and doing 


illuſtrious ſervices to it. That this ob- 


ſervation is juſt, experience has put 
beyond all diſpute. But though the 


fact be ſo evident and glaring, yet the 
cauſes of it are ſtill in the dark; which 
makes me perſuade myſelf, that it would 


be no unacceptable piece of entertain- 
ment to the town, to inquire into the 
hidden ſources of. ſo unaccountable an 


evil. I am, Sir, £ & | Pf 
| Your moſt humble ſervant. 


What this correſpondent wonders at, 
has been matter of admiration ever ſince 


there was any ſuch thing as human lite. 
Horace reflects upon this inconſiſtency 


very agreeably in the character or 


Tigellius, whom he makes a mighty 


pretender to ceconomy, and tells you, 
you might one day hear him ſpeak the 


moſt philoſophic things imaginable con- 
cerning being contented with a little, 
and his contempt of every thing but 
mere neceflaries, and in half a week 


after ſpend a thouſand pound. When 
he ſays this of him with relation to ex- 
pence, he deſcribes him as unequal to 
himſelf in every other circumſtance of 
life. And indeed, if we conſider laviſh 
men carefully, we ſhall find it always 


proceeds from a certain incapacity of 


poſſeſſing themſelves, and finding enjoy - 
ment in their own minds. Mr. Dryden 


has expreſſed this very excellently in the 


character of Zimri. 


A man ſo various; that he ſeem'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome. 
Stiff in opinions, always in the Wrong; 


Was ev'ry thing by tarts, and nothing long 
„„ „ ad 
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out nothing but flame, I do not know 
by the character that is given of her 
works, whether it is not for the henefit 
of mankind that they are loſt, They 
were filled with ſuch bewitching ten- 
derneſs and rapture, that it might have 
been dangerous to have given them a 
reading. FDV 5 
An inconſtant lover, called Phaon, 
occaſioned great calamitics to this poet- 
ical lady; She fell deſperately in love 
with him, and took a voyage into Sicily 
in purfuit of him, he having withdrawn 
bimſelf thither on purpoſe to avoid her. 
t was in that iſland, and on this occa- 
fon, ſhe is ſuppoſed to have made the 
hymn to Venus, with a tranſlation of 
which I ſhall e, +» eee Her 
hymn. was: ineffectual forFthe procuring 
that happineſs which ſhe prayed for in 
it. Phagn was ftill obdurate, and 
Sappho ſo tranſported with the violence 
of her paſſion, that ſhe was reſolved to 
oct rid of it at any price. | 
There was a promontory in Acar- 
ania called Leucate, on the top of 
which was a little temple dedicated to 
Apollo. In this temple it was uſual 
for deſpairing lovers to make their vows 


in ſecret, and afterwards to fling them- - 


ſelves from the top of the precipice into 
the ſea, where they were ſometimes 
taken up alive. This place was there- 


fore called the Lover's Leap; and 


whether or no the fright they had been 
in, or the reſolution that could puſh 
them to ſo dreadful a remedy, or the 
bruiſes which theyoften received in their 


fall, baniſhed all the tender ſentiments 


of love, and gave their ſpirits another 
turn; thoſe who had taken this leap 
were obſerved never to relapſe into that 
daſſion. Sappho tried the cure, but 
periſhed in the experiment. 

After having given this ſhort account 
of Sappho, fo 7 as it regards the fol- 
lowing ode, I ſhall ſubjoin the tranſ- 
lation of it as it was ſent me by a friend, 


whole admirable Paſtorals and Winter- 


Piece have been already ſo wellreceived. 
The reader will find in it that pathetic 
ſimplicity which is ſo peculiar to him, 
and ſo ſuitable to the ode he has there 
tranſlated. This ode in the Greek, 
deſides thoſe beauties obſerved by Ma- 

am Dacief, has ſeveral harmonious 
turns in the words, which are not loſt 
in the Engliſh. I muſt farther add, 
that the tranflat ion has preſerved every 
image and ſentiment F 


Sappho, not- 
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withſtanding it has the eaſe and ſpirit 


of an original. In a word, if the ladies 


writing practiſed by the ſo much cele- 


brated Sappho, they may here ſee it in 


it's genuine and natural beauty, with- 
out any foreign or affected ornaments, 


AN HYMN TO VENUS, - 


os 


15 Venus, beauty of the ſcies, 


To whom a thouſand temples riſe, 
Gaily falſe in gentle ſmiles,  _ 
Full of loye-perplexing wes : 

O goddeſs ! from my heart remove 


The waſting cares and pains of love. 


11. / 
If ever thou haſt kindly heard 


A ſong in ſoft diſtreſs preferr'd, 


Propitious to my tuneful vow, | 
O gentle goddeſs ! hear me now. 


Deſcend, thou bright, immortal gueſt, | 


In all thy radiant charms confeſt, 


1 111. | 
Thou once didſt leave almighty Jove, 
And all the golden roofs above: 
The car thy wanton ſparrows drew, 
Hoy*ring in air they lightly flew; | 

As to my bower they wing'd their way; 
I faw their quiv'ring pinions pla. 


IF s 


The birds difmiſ?d (while you remain) 


Bore back their empty car again : 

Then you, with looks divinely mild, 
In ev'ry beav'nly feature ſmil' d, 
And aſk'd what new complaints I made, 
And why 1 call'd you to my aid ? 5 
What frenzy in my boſom rag'd, 


And by what cure to be afſwag'd? | 


What gentle youth 1 would allure, 


Whom in my artful toils ſecure ? 


© Who does thy tender heart ſubdue, 
Tell me, my Sappho, tell me, who? 
„„ OE” 
© Tho' now he ſhuns thy longing arms, 
© He ſoon ſhall court thy ſlighted charms 3 


© Tho? now thy off rings he deſpiſe, 


© He ſoon to thee ſhall ſacrifice ; 


Tho now he 8 ſoon ſhall burn, | 


© And be thy victim in hjs turn. | 
VII. | 

Celeſtial viſitant, once more 

Thy needful preſence J implore ! 

In pity come and eaſe my grief, 

Bring my diſtemper'd ſoul relief; 

Favour thy ſuppliant's hidden fires, 

And give me all my heart deſires. 


ave a mind to know the manner of 
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Re very pretty in that circum- 
ance of this ode, wherein Venus is 
deſcribed as ſending away her chariot 
upon her arrival at Sappho's lodgings, 
to denote that it was not a ſhort tran- 
Gent viſit which ſhe intended to make 
her. This ode was preferved by an 
eminent Greek critic, who inſerted it 
entire in his works, as a pattern of per- 
fect ion in the ſtructure ot it. | 

Longinus has quoted another ode of 
this great poeteſs, which is likewiſe ad- 
mirable in it's Kind, and has been tranſ- 


Madam Dacier obſerves, there is 


lated by the ſame hand with the fore, 
going one. I ſhall oblige my reader 
with it in another paper. In the mean 


while, I cannot but wonder, that theſe 


two finiſhed pieces have never been at. 
tempted before by any of our own coun- 
trymen. But the truth of it is, the 
compoſitions of the ancients, which have 
not in them any of thoſe unnatural wit. 
ticiſms that are the delight of ordinary 


readers, are extremely difficult to ren- 


der into another tongue, fo as the beau. 
tics of the original may not appear weak 
and faded in the rand lation. $ 
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FF we look abroad upon the great 
I multitude of mankind, and endea- 
vour to trace out the principles of action 
in every individual, it will, I think, 
feem higlily probable that ambition runs 
through the whole ſpecies, and that 
every man, in proportion to the vigour 
olf his complexion, is more or leſs actu- 
ated by it. It is indeed no uncommon 


thing to meet with men, who by the 


natural bent of their inclinations, and 
without the diſcipline of philoſophy, 
aſpire not to the heights of power and 
grandeur; who never ſet their hearts 


upon a numerous train of clients and 


dependencies, nor other gay appendages 
of greatneſs; who are contented with a 
competency, and will not moleſt their 
tranquillity to gain an abundance : but 
It is not therefore to be concluded that 
fuch a man is not ambitious; his deſires 
may have cut out another channel, and 
determined him to other purſuits; the 
mative however may be ſtill the ſame ; 


And in theſe caſes likewiſe the man may 


be equally puſhed on with the deſire of 
diſtinction. 5 = 


Though the pure conſciouſneſs of 
worthy actions, abſtracted from the 
views of popular applauſe, be to a ge- 


nerous mind an ample reward, yet the 


deſire of diftintion was doubtleſs im- 


planted in our natures as an additional 


\ — 
, * 


WITH EQUAL WHIRL THE NOBLE AND THE BASE. 


CrxEECH, 


incentive to exert ourſelves in virtuou. 

excellence. 1 | 8 
This paſſion, indeed, like all others, 

is frequently perverted to evil and igno- 


ble purpoſes; ſo that we may account 
for many of the excellencies and follies 


of lite upon the ſame inmate principle, 
to wit, the deſire of being remarkable: 
for this, as it has been differently cul- 


tivated by education, ſtudy and con- 


verſe, will bring forth ſuitable effects as 
it falls in with an ingenuous diſpoſition, 
or a corrupt mind; it does accordingly 
expreſs itſelf in acts of magnanimity or 
ſelfiſh cunning, as it meets with a good 
or weak underſtanding. As it has been 


employed in embelliſhing the mind, or 


adorning the outſide, it renders the man 
eminently praiſe-worthy or ridiculous, 
Ambition, therefore, is not to be con- 
fined only to one paſſion or purſuit; for 
as the ſame humours, in conſtitutions 
otherwiſe different, affect the body after 


different manners, ſo the ſame aſpiring 


principle within us ſometimes breaks 
forth upon one object, ſometimes upon 
another. | 


It cannot be doubted, but that there 


is as great a deſire of glory in a ring of 
wreſtlers or cudgel-players, as in any 
other more refined competition for ſu- 

eriority. No man that could avoid it, 
would ever ſuffer his head to be 1 8 
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but out of a principle of honour. This 
js the ſecret ſpring that puſhes them for- 
ward; and the ſuperiority which they 
gain above the undiſtinguiſhed many, 
does more than repair thoſe wounds they 
have received in the combat. It is Mr. 
Waller's opinion, that Julius Czſar, 
had he not been maſter of the Roman 
empire, would in all probability have 
made an excellent wreſtler. | 


= 


Great Julius, on the mountains bred, 
A flock perhaps or herd had led 

He that the world ſubdu'd, had been 
But the beſt wreſtler on the green, 


That he ſubdued the world, was ow - 


ing to the accidents of art and know- 
ledge 3 had he not met with thoſe ad- 


vantages, the ſame ſparks of emulation 
would have kindled within him, and 
prompted him to diſtinguiſh himſelf in 
ſome enterprizeot a lower nature. Since, 
therefore, no man's lot is ſo unalterably 
fixed in this life, but that a thouſand 
accidents may either forward or diſap- 
point his advancement, it is, methinks, 
a pleaſant and inoffenſive ſpeculation, to 


conſider a great man as diveſted of all 


the adventiticus. circumſtances of for- 
tune, and to bring him down_in one's 
imagination to that low ſtation of life, 
the nature of which bears ſome diſtant 
reſemblance to that high one he is at 

reſent poſſeſſed of. Thus, one my 
how him exerciſing in miniature thoſe 


talents of nature, which being drawn 


out by education to their full length, 
enable him for the diſcharge of ſome 
important employment. * On the other 
hand, one may raiſe uneducated merit 
to ſuch a pitch of greatneſs, as may 
ſeem equal to the poſſible extent of his 
improved capacity. . 
Thus nature turniſhes a man with a 
general appetite of glory, education de- 
termines it to this or that particular ob- 
jet. The deſire of diſtin tion is not, 
I think, in any inſtance more oblervable 
than in the variety of outſides and new 
appearances, which the modiſh part of 
the world are obliged to provide, in or- 


der to make themſelves remarkable; for 


any thing glaring or particular, either 
in behaviour or apparel, is known to 
have this good effect, that it catches the 
eye, and will not ſuffer you to paſs over 
the perſon ſo adorned without due notice 
and obſervation, It has likewiſe, upon 

this account, been frequently reſented 


N 
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as a very great ſlight, to leave any gen- 
tleman out of a lampoon or tatire, who 
has as much right to be there as his 
neighbour, becauſe it ſuppoſes the per- 


* 
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ſon not eminent -nough to be taken no- 


tice of. To this paſſionate fondnets for 
diſtinction are owing various frolicſome 
and irregular practices, as ſallying out 
into nocturnal exploits, breaking of 


windows, ſinging of catches, beating 


the watch, getting drunk twice a day, 


killing a great number of horſes; with 
many other enterprizes of the like fiery 
nature: for certainly many a man is 
more rakiſh and extravagant than he 


would willingly be, were there not 


others to look on and give their appro= 


bation... | 
One very common, and, at the ſame 


time the moſt abſurd ambition that ever 
ſhewed itſelf in human nature, is that 


which comes upon a man with expe 
rience and old age, the ſeaſon when it 
might be expected he ſhould be wiſeſt; 
an 


Fe 


thoſe leſſening circumſtances which do, 


in ſome meaſure, excuſe the diſorderly 


ferments of youthful blood: I mean 
the paſſion for getting money, exclufive 


of the character of the provident father, 


the affectionate huſband, or the generous 
friend. It may be remarked, for the 


comfort of honeſt poverty, that this de- 


ſire reigns moſt in thoſe who have but 
few good qualities to recommend them. 
This is a weed that will grow in a bar- 
ren ſoil, Humanity, good- nature, and 


the advantages of a liberal education, 


are incompatible with avarice. It is 
ſtrange to ſee how ſuddenly this abject 
paſſion kills all the noble ſentiments and 


therefore it cannot receive any of 


generous ambitions that adorn human 
nature; it renders the man who is over- 


run with it a peeviſh and cruel maſter, 
a ſevere parent, an unſociable huſband, 
a diſtant and miſtruſtful friend. But 
it is more to the preſent purpoſe to con- 


ſider it as an abſurd paſſion of the heart, 


rather than as a vicious affection of the 
mind, 
to be met with of a proud humility, ſo 


As there are frequent inſtances 


this paſſion, contrary to moſt others, 


affects applauſe, by avoiding all ſhow 
and appearance; for this reaion it will 


not ſometimes endure even the common 


decencies of apparel. © A covetous man 
© will call himſelf poor, that you may 


* ſoothe his vanity by contradifting 


© him.“ Love, ad he deſire of glory, 
as they are the moſt natural, ſo they are 


31 capable 


©. 
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capable of being refined into the moſt de- 


licate and rational paſhons. It is true, 


the wiſe man who ſtrikes out of the ſecret 
paths of a private life, for honour and 
dignity, allured by the ſplendour of a 


court, and the unfelt weight of public 


employment, whether he ſucceeds in his 


_ attempts Or. no,, uſually comes near 


enough to this painted greatneſs to diſ- 


cern the daubing z. he ĩs then deſirous of 


extricating himſelf out of the hurry. of 
life, that he may paſs away the remain- 


der of his days in tranquillity and re- 
tirement. | i f 
It may be thought then but common 
prudence in a man not to change a bet- 
ter ſtate for a worſe, nor ever to quit 


that which he knows he ſhall take up 


again with pleaſure; and yet if human 
life be not a little moved with the gentle 


gales of hope and fears, there may be 


lome danger of it's ſtagnating in an un- 
manly indolence and ſecurity. It is a 


known ſtory of Domitian, that after he 
had poſſeſſed himſelf of the Roman, em- 


the vigour of youth neither can nor 


themſelves from aiming at a noble ob- 
ject, their deſires will, move downwards, 


and they will feel themſelves actuated 


tions which are not ſeconded by the ima 
partial teſtimony of his own mind; who: 
repines not at the low ſtation which 
Providence has at preſent allotted him, 
but yet would willingly advance him- 
felt by juſtifiable means to a more riſing 
and advantageous ground ; ſuch a man 
is warmed with a generous emulation; 
it is a'virtuons movement in him to 
wiſh and to endeavour that his power of | 
doing good may be equal to his will, 
The man.who is fitted out by nature, 
and ſent into the world with great abi— 
lities, is capable of doing great good 
or. miſchief in it. It ought, therefore, 
to be the care of education to infuſe into 


the untainted youth early notices of jul. 


tice and honour, that fo. the polibl: 


advantages of good parts may not take 


an evil turn, nor be perverted to baſe 
and unworthy purpoſes. It is the bu- 


ſineſs of religion and philoſophy not ſo 


pire, his deſires turned 8 5 catching 
flies. Active and maſculine ſpirits in 


ougght to remain at reſt; if they debar 


much to extinguiſh our paſſtons, as to 
regulate and direct them to valuable 
well-choſen objects: when theſe have 
EN out to us which courſe we may 
lawfully ſteer, it is no harm to ſet out 
all our ſail ; if the ſtorms and tempeſts 
of adverſity ſhould ariſe upon us, and 
not ſuffer us to make the haven where 
we would be, it will however prove no 


| ſmall conſolation to us in theſe circum- 


by ſome low and abje& paſſion. Thus 
if you cut off the top branches of a tree, 
and will not ſuffer it to grow any higher, 
It will yot therefore ceaſe to grow, but 


will quickly ſhoot out at the bottom, 


The man, indeed, who goes into the 
world only with the narrow views of 
ſelf-intereſt, who catches at the applauſe 
of an idle multitude, as he can find no 
ſolid contentment at tlie end of his 
Journey, ſo he deſerves to meet with 


_ diſappointments. in his way; but he 
ho is actuated by a nobler principle, 
whoſe mind is ſo far enlarged as to take 


in the proſpect of his country's good, 
who is enamoured with that praiſe 


which is one of the fair attendants of 
virtue, and values not thoſe acclama- 


it 


ſtances, that we have neither miſtaken 
our courſe, nor fallen into calamities of 
our own procuring, _ 

Religion, therefore, were we to con- 
fider it no farther than as it interpoſes 
in the affairs of this life, is highly va- 
luable, and worthy of great veneration; 
as it ſettles the various pretenſions, and 
otherwiſe interfering intereſts of mortal 


men, and thereby conſults the harmony 


and order of the great community; as 
gives a man room to play his part, 
and exert his abilities; as it animates 
to actions truly laudable in themſelves, 
in their effects beneficial to ſociety ; 5 
it inſpires rational ambition, corre&ts 


love, and elegant defire.. 
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© NULLUM NUMEN AB EST, SI 817 PRUDENTIA ——— 


” 


Ju. SAT. x. VER. 365. 


PRUDENCE .SUPPLIES THE WANT OF BVERY GOD. 


Have often thought if the minds of 

men were laid open, we ſhould ſee 
but little difference between, that of the 
wiſe man and that of the fool. There 
are infinite reveries, numberleſs extra- 
vagancies, and a perpetual train of va- 
nities, which paſshrough both. The 
great difference is, that the firſt knows 
how to pick and cull his thoughts for 
converſation, by ſupprefling ſome, and 


communicating others; whereas the Nor does diſcretion only make a man 
the maſter of his own parts, but ef other 
men's. The diſcreet man finds out the 
talents of thoſe he converſes with, and 


other lets them all indifferently fly out 
in words. This ſort of diſcretion, how- 
ever, has no place in private converſa- 


tion, between intimate friends. On 


ſuch occaſions the wiſeſt men very often 
talk like the weakelt ; -for indeed the 
talking with a friend is nothing elie but 
thinking aloud.  * | 


'* Tully has therefore very juſtly ex- 
poſed a precept delivered by ſome an- 


cient writers, that a man ſhould live 
with his enemy in ſuch a manner, as 
might leave him room to become his 
friend; and with his friend in ſuch 2 
manner, that if he became his enemy, it 
ſhould not be in his power to hurt him. 
The firſt part of this rule, which re- 
gards our behaviour towards an enemy, 
is indeed very reaſonable, as well as very 


prudential; but the latter part of it 


which regards our behaviour towards a 
friend, {ayours more of cunning than of 


diſcretion, and would cut a man off 


from the greateſt pleaſures of life, which 
are the freedoms of converlation with a 
bolom friend. Beſides that when a 
friend is turned into an enemy, and, as 
the fon of Sirach calls him, a bewrayer 
of ſecrets, the world is juſt enough to 
accuſe the perhdiouſneſs of the friend, 
rather than the indiſcretion of the perſon 
who confided in him. 1 65 
Diſcretion does not only ſhew itſelf 
in words, but in all the circumſtances of 
action; and is like an under- agent of 
Providence, to guide and direct 
the ordinary concerns of life. 

There are many more ſhining quali- 
ties in the mind of man, but there is 


one ſo uſeful as diſcretion; it is this 


us in 


indeed which gives à value to all the 
reſt, which ſets them at work in their 


proper times and places, and turns them 


to the advantage of the perſon who 1s 
poſſeſſed of them. Without it learning 


is pedantry, and wit impertinence; vir- 


tue itſelf looks like weakneſs; the beſt 


parts only qualify a man to be more 
ſprightly in errors, and active to his 


own prejudice. 


knows how to apply them to proper 


. utes. Accordingly, if we look into par- 
ticular communities and diviſions ot 


men, we may obſerve that it is the diſ- 
creet man, not the witty, nor the learned, 


74 


nor the brave, who guides the converſa- 


tion, and gives mealures to the ſociety. 


A. man with great talents, but void of 


diſcretion, is like Polyphemus in the 
fable, ſtrong and blind, endued with an 


irreſiſtihle force, which for want of 


ſight is of no,ule to him. 
Though a man has all other perfec- 


tions, and wants diſcretion, he will be 


of no great conſequence in the world; 
but if he has this ſingle talent in perfec- 
tion, and but a common ſhare of others, 
he may do what he pleaſes in his parti- 
cular ſtation of life. 5 


the accompliſhment of little mean un- 
generous minds. Diſcretion points out 
the nobleſt ends to us, and purſues the 


moſt proper and laudable methods of 


attaining them : cunning has only pri- 
vate ſelfiſh aims, and ſticks at nothing 


which may make them ſucceed, Dit- 


cretion has large and extended yiews, 
and, like a well-tormed eye, commands 


a whole horizon; cunning is a kind of 
ſnort-ſightedneſs, that diſcovers the mi- 


nuteſt objects which are near at hand, 
but is not able to diſcern things at a 
diſtance. Diſcretion, the more it is diſ- 


covered, gives the greater authority to 
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At the ſame time tbat I think diſcre- 
tion the moſt uſeful talent a man can be 
matter of, T look upon cunning to be 
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the perſon who poſſeſſes it: cunning, 
when it is once detected, loſes it's force, 


and makes a man incapable of bringing 


about even thoſe events which he might 
haye done, had he paſſed only for a plain 


man. Diſcretion is the perfection of 


reaſon, and a guide to us in all the du- 
ties of life; cunning is a kind of in- 
ſtinct, that only looks out after our im- 


mediate intereſt and welfare. Diſcre- 


tion is only found in men of ſtrong 
ſenſe and good underſtand ing: cunning 
is often to be met with in brutes them- 


elves, and in perſons who are but the 


feweſt removes from them. In ſhort, 


. cunning is only the mimic of diſcretion, 


and may paſs upon weak men, in the 


fame manner as vivacity is often miſ- 
taken for wit, and gravity for wiſdom. 


The caft of mind which is natural to 
a diſcreet man, makes him look forward 
into futurity, and confider what will be 


his condition millions of ages hence, as 
well as what it is at preſent. He knows 
that the miſery or happineſs which are 
reſerved for him in another world, loſe 
nothing of their reality by being placed 


at ſo great a diſtance from him. The 
objects do not appear little to him be- 


cauſe they are remote. He conſiders 
that thoſe pleaſures and pains which lie 
hid in eternity, approach nearer to him 
every moment, and will be preſent with 


him in their full weight and meaſure, 


as much as thoſe pains and pleaſures 


which he feels at this very inftant. For 


this reaſon he is careful to ſecure to 
himſelf that which is the proper hap- 


pineſs of his nature, and the nltimate 
deſign of his being. He carries his 


thoughts to the end of every action, 


and conſiders the moſt diſtant, as well 
as the moſt immediate effects of it. He 


ſuperſedes every little proſpect of gain 
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and advantage which offers itſelf here; 


if he does not find it conſiſtent with hit 


views of an hereafter. In a word, his 


hopes are full of immortality,his ſchemes 
are large and glorious, and his conduct 
ſuitable to one who knows his true in- 


„ 


tereſt, and how to purſue it by proper 
methods. | 


I have, in this eſſay upon diſcretion, 
conſidered it both as an accompliſhment 
and as a virtue, and have therefore de. 
ſcribed it in it's full extent; not only as 
it is converiant about worldly affzirs, 


but as it regards our whole exiſtence; 


not only as it is the guide of a morta| 


creature, but as it is in general the di- 


rector of a reaſonable being. It is in 
this light that diſcretion is repreſented 
by the wiſe man, who ſometimes men- 
tions it under the name of diſcretion, 
and ſometimes under that of wiſdom. 
It is indeed, as deſcribed in the latter 
part of this paper, the greateit wiſdom, 
but at the ſame time in the power of 
every one to attain. It's advantages are 
infinite, but it's acquiſition eaſy; or, to 


ſpeak of her in the words of the apo- 


of on writer whom I quoted in my 
laſt Saturday's paper. Wiſdom is glo- 
rious, and never fadeth away, yet ſhe 
is eaſily ſeen of them that love her, 
and found of ſuch as ſeek her. She 
preventeth them that defire her, in 
making herſelt firſt known unto them. 
He that ſeeketh her early, ſhall have 
no great travel: for he ſhall find her 
fitting at his doors. To think there- 
fore upon her is perfection of wil- 
dom, and whoſo watcheth for her 
ſhall quickly be without care. For 
the goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are 


.© worthy of her, ſheweth herſelf, ta- 


vourably unto them in the ways, and 
meeteth them in every thought.” 
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 MUTUM EST PICTURA POEMA, | HoR, 


A PICTURE 15 A POEM WITHOUT WORDS, 


I Have very often lamented and hinted 
1 my ſorrow in ſeveral ſpeculations, 
that the art of painting is made ſo litt le 


uſe of to the improvement of our man- 


ners. When we conſider that it places 


the action of the perſon repreſented in 


the moſt agreeable aſpect imaginable, 


that it does not only expreſs the paſſion 


7 


or concern as it ſits upon him who is 
drawn; but has under thoſe features the 
height of the painter's imagination, 
what ſtrong images of virtue and hu- 
manity might. we not expect would be 


inſtilled into the mind from the labours 


of the pencil? This is a poetry which 
would be underitood with much N 
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xcity, and leſs expence of time, than 


hat is taught by writings ; but the uſe 
of it is generally perverted, and that 
admirable ſkill proſtituted to the baſeſt 
and moſt unworthy ends. Who is the 
better man for beholding the moſt beau- 
tifulVenus, the beſt wrought Bacchanal, 
the images of ſleeping Cupids, languiſh- 
ing nymphs, or avy of the repreienta- 
tions of gods, goddeſſes, demigods, {a- 
tyrs; Polyphemes, ſphinxes, or fawns ? 
But if the virtyes and vices, which are 
ſometimes pretended to be repreſented 
under ſuch draughts, were given us by 
the painter in the characters of real life, 
and the perſons of men and women 


whoſe actions have rendered them laud- 


able or infamous; we ſhould not ſee a 
ood hiſtory-piece without receiving an 
inſtructive lecture. There needs no 


other proof of this truth, than the teſti- 


mony of every reaſonable creature who 
has ſeen the cartons in her Majeſty's 
gallery at Hampton Court: theſe are 
repreſentations of no leſs actions than 
thoſe of our bleſſed Saviour and his 
apoſtles. As I now fit and recollect 
the warm images which the admirable 
Raphael has raiſed, it is impoſſible even 
from the faint traces in one's memory 


of what one has not ſeen theſe two years, 


to be unmoved at the horror and reve- 
rence which appear in the whole al- 
ſembly when the mercenary man fell 


down dead ; at the amazement of the 


man born blind, when he firſt receives 
ſight z or at the graceleſs indignation of 
the ſorcerer, when he is ftruck blind. 
The lame, when they firſt find ſtrength 
in their feet, ſtand doubtful of their new 


vigour, The heavenly apoſtles appear 
acting thele great things, with a deep 


ſenſe of the infirmities which they re- 


leve, but no value of themſelves who 


adminiſter to their weakneſs. They 
know themſelves to be but inſtruments; 
and the generous diſtreſs they are paint- 
ed in when divine honours are offered 
to them, is a repreſentation in the moſt 


exquiſite degree of the beauty of holi- 


neſs. When St. Paul is preaching to 


the Athenians, with what wonderful art 


are almoſt all the different tempers of 
mankind repreſented in that elegant au- 
dience ? You ſee one credulous of all 


that is ſaid, another wrapt up in deep 
ſuſpence, another ſaying there is ſome 
reaton in what he ſays, another angry 
that the apolile deſtroys a fayourite opi- 


and moſt pious ſovere! 


nion which he is unwilling to give up, 
another wholly convinced and holding 
out his hands in rapture, while the ge- 
nerality attend, and wait. for .the opi- 
nion of thoſe who are of leading cha- 
racters in the aſſembly. I will not pre- 
tend ſo much as to mention that chart 
on which is drawn the appearance of 
our bleſſed Lord after his reſurrection. 
Preſent authority, late ſuffering, hu- 
mility and majeſty, deſpotic command, 
and divine love, are at once ſeated in his 
celeſtial aſpect. The figures of the eleven 
apoſtles are all in the ſame paſſion of 
admiration, but diſcover it differently 
according to their characters. Peter 
receives his Maſter's orders on his knees 
with an admiration mixed with a more 
particular attention: the two next wit 

a more open extaſy, though ſtill con- 
ſtrained by the awe of the Divine pre- 
ſence: the beloved diſciple, whom I 
take to be the right of the two firſt 
figures, has in his countenance wonder 
drowned in love; and the laſt perſonage, 


whole back is towards the ſpectators, 


and his ſide towards the preſence, one 
would fancy to be St. Thomas, as 
abaſhed by the conſcience of his former 
diffidence; which perplexed concern it 
is poſſible Raphael thought too hard 2 
talk to draw but by this acknowledg- 
ment of the difficulty to deſcribe it. 
The whole work is an exerciſe of the 


higheſt piety in the painter; and all the 
touches of a religious mind are expreſſed 
in a manner much more forcible than can 


poſſibly be performed by the moſt mov- 
ing eboquence. Theſe invaluable pieces 
are very juſtly in the hands of the greateſt 
gn in the world ; 
and cannot be the frequent object o 
every one at their own leiſure: but as 
an engraver is to the painter, what a 
painter is to an author, it is worthy her 
Majeſty's name, that ſhe has encou- 
raged that noble artiſt, Monſieur Do- 
rigny, to publiſh theſe works of Ra- 


phael. We have of this gentleman a 


piece of the Transfiguration, which, I 


think, is held a work ſecond to none in 
the world., 7 | 


Methinks it would he ridiculous in 
our people of condition, after their large 
bounty to foreigners ot no name or me- 
rit, ſhould they overlook this occaſion 


of having, for a trifling ſubſcription, a 


work which it is impoitible for a man 
of ſenſe to behold, without being warmed 
e l with 
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with the nobleſt ſentiments that can be 
inſpired by love, admiration, compaſ- 

| Hon, contempt of this world, and ex- 


* 


pectation of a better. 8 

It is certainly the greateſt honour we 
can do our country, to diſtinguiſh ſtran- 

ers of merit who apply to us with mo- 
defty and diffidence, which generally 
accompanies merit. No opportunity of 
this kind ought to be neglected; and a 
modeſt behaviour ſhould alarm us to 


examine whether we do not loſe ſome- 
thing excellent under that diſad- 


vantage in the poſſeflor of that qua- 
lity. My ſkill in paintings, where one 
is not directed by the paſſion of the 


pictures, is ſo inconſiderable, that I am 


THE SPECTATOR, 
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in very ary perplexity when 1 offer 0 
ſpeak of any performances of painters, 
of landſkips, buildings, or ſingle figures, 
This makes me at a loſs how to men. 
tion the pieces which Mr. Boul expoſes 
to ſale by auction on Wedneſday next 
in Chandois Street: but having heard 
him commended by thoſe who haye 
bought of him heretofore for great in- 
tegrity in his dealing, and overheard 
him himſelf, though a laudable painter, 
ſay nothing of his own was fit to come 
into the room with thoſe he had to {ei}, 
J feared I ſhould Joſe an occaſion of 
ſerving a man of worth, in omitting to 
ſpeak of his auction. | OY Ee 


/ 


Ne CCxxVI. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20. 


» $4 7 \ © , : : 

Q por Zyw Te wah; 71.5 CUnroy why Una u; 3, 
* , 5 1 bl — — 

Ta Htelxc¹ ©7895 Kg KV (AUTH, TIC NED [ACK 

* V of — 3 , 

Qreg zg JU GawTit Cera Ohms 6 Ye 


* * 


7 A 9 * , 
Kites pry Wohavu, 72 YE (AUP YEW e TETUKTGS » 


| I N my laſt Thurſday's paper I made 


mention of a place called The 


Lover's Leap, which I find has raiſed a 


great curioſity among ſeveral of my cor- 
reſpondents. I there told them that this 


leap was uſed to be taken from a promon- 


tory of Leucas. This Leucas was former - 


lya part of Acarnania, being joined to it 
by a narrow neck of land, which the tea 


has by length of time overflowed and 


waſhed away ; ſo that at preſent Leucas 


is divided from the continent, and is a 


little iſland in the Tonian ſea. The pro- 
montory of this ifland, from whence. 


the lover took h leap, was formerly call- 


ed Leucate. If the reader has a mind to 


know both the iſland and the promon- 


8 tory by their modern titles, he will find 


in his map the ancient ifland of Leucas 
under the name of St. Mauro, and the 
ancient promontory of Leucate under 
the name of The Cape of St, Mauro. 


366 <, 


quity, I muſt obſerve that Theocritus, 


in the motto prefixed to my paper, de- 


ſcribes one oi his deſpairing ſhepherds 


_addreiſing himſelf to his miſtreſs after 
the following manner: Alas! what 
© will become of me!. Wretch that I 


am! Will you not hear me? I will 
© throw off my clothes, and take a leap 
* into that part of the ſea which is 10 


© much frequented by Olphis the fiſhcr- 
man. And though I ſhould eſcape 
« with my life, I know you will be 
© pleaſed with it.“ I ſhall leave it with 
the critics to determine whether the 
place which this ſhepherd ſo particularly 
points out, was not the above-mention- 
ed Leucate, or at leaſt ſome other loyer's 
leap, which was ſuppoſed to have had 
the fame effe K, I cannot believe, as 
all the interpreters do, that the ſhepherd # 
means nothing farther here than that 
he would drown himſelf, fince he repre- 
ſents the iſſue of his leap as doubttul, 
by adding, that if he ſhould eſcape with 
life, he knows his miſtreſs would be 
pleaſed with it ; which is according to 
our interpretation, that ſhe would re- 
joice any way to get rid of a lover who 
was ſo troubleſomꝭ to her. 

After this ſhort preface, I ſhall pre- 


| ſent my reader with (ome letters which | 
I have received upon this fubject. The 
firſt is ſent me by a phyſician. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | | 

IHE Lover's Leap, which you men- 
tion in your 223d paper, was ge- 
nerally, I believe, a very effectual cure 
for love, and not only for love, but for 
all otherevils. In ſhort, Sir, I am atraid 
it was ſuch a leap as that which Hero 
| took 
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revent it. I know very well the won- 
ders whict ancient authors relate con- 
eerning this leap; and in particular that 
very many perſons who tried it, eſcaped 


not only with their lives but their limbs. 


If by this means they got rid of their 
love, though it may in part be aſcribed 
to the reaſons you give tor it; why may 
we not ſuppoſe that the cold bath into 
which they plunged themſelves, had alſo 
ſome ſhare in their cure? A leap into 
the ſea, or into any creek of ſalt waters, 


very often gives a new motion to the 


ſpirits, and anew turn to the blood; for 
which reaſon we preſcribe it in diſtem- 


pers which no other medicine will reach. 


could produce a quotation out of a 
very venerable author, in which the 


frenzy produced by love is compared to 


that which is produced by the biting of 
2 mad dog. But as this compariſon is 
a little too coarſe for your paper, and 
might look as it were cited to ridicule 
the author who has made uſe of it; I 
ſhall only hint at it, and deſire you to 
conſider whether, if the phrenzy produ- 
ced by the two different cauſes be of the 


ſame nature, it may not very properly 


be cured by the fame means. I am, Sir, 


your molt humble ſervant, and well- 


wither, 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 


1 Am a young woman croſſed in love. 


My ſtory is very long and melan- 
choly. To give you the heads of it: 
a young gentleman, after having made 


his applications to me for three years to- 
gether, and filled my head with a thou- 


land dreams of happineſs, ſome few 
days ſince married another. Pray tell 
me in what part of the world your pro- 
montory lies, which you call The 
Lover's Leap, and whether one may go 


to it by land? But alas, I am afraid it 
has loſt it's virtue, and that a woman 


ef our times would find no more relief 
in taking ſuch a leap, than in finging an 
hymn to Venus. So that J muſt cry 
sut with Dido in Dryden's Virgil— 


Ah! cruel Heaven, that made no cure for love! 


Vour diſconſolate ſervant, 


. 


3 4 Hr SPECTATOR, . 


| took to get rid of her paſſion for Lean- 
der. A man ts in no danger of break - 
ing his heart, who breaks his neck to 


 ZESCULAPIUS. 


ATHENAIS, 


437. 

MISTER STI TAT, _ 
MIV heart is fo full ef lofes and paſ- 
ſions for Mrs. Gwinitrid, and ſhe 

is ſo pettiſh and over run with cholers 
againſt me, that if I had the good hap- 
pincſs to have my dwelling (which is 


placed by my creat-crandtather upon 


the pottom ot an hill) no farther diſtance 
but twenty mile from the Lofer's Leap, 


TI would indeed indeatour to preak my 


neck upon it on purpoſe. Now, good 
Miſter Spictatur of Creat Pritain, you 


muſt know it, there is in Caernar- 


vanſhire a very pig. mountain, the elory 
of all Wales, which is named Penmain- 
maure, and you muſt alſo know, it is 
no creat journey on foot from me; but 
the road is ſtony and bad for ſhoes. 
Now, there is upon the forehead of this 
mountain a very high rock, (like a pa- 
riſn ſteeple) that cometh a huge deal 
over the ſea; ſo when Iam in my me- 
lincholies, and I do throw myſelt from 
it, I do deſire my fery good friend to tell 
me in his Spictatur, if I {hall be cure 
of my griefous lofes; for there is the 
ſea clear as claſs, and as creen as the 
leek : then likewiſe if I be drown and 
preak my neck, it Mrs. Gwinifrid will 
not lofe me atterwards. Pray be ſpeedy 
in your aniwers, for I am in creat haſte, 
and it is my teſires to do my pulineſs 
without loſs of time. I remain with cor- 
dial affections, your ever lofing friend, 
5 DavyrH AP SHENKYN. 


P. S. My law-ſuits have brought me 
to London, but I have loſt my cauſes; 
and io have made my reſolutions to go 
down and leap before the froſts begin; 
tor I am apt to take colds. EG, 


| Ridicule, perhaps, is a better expe- 
dient againſt love tharpſober advice, and 
I am of opinion, that Hudibras ane 
Don Quixote may be as effectual to cure 
the extravagancies of this paſſion, as any 


of the old philoſophers. I ſhall there- 
fore publiſh very ſpeedily the tranſlation 


of a little Greek manuſcript, which is 


ſent me by a learned friend. It appears 


to have been a piece of thoſe records 
which were kept in the temple of Apol- 
lo, that ſtood upon the pron:ontory of 
Leucate. The reader will find it to be 
a ſummary account of ſeveral perſons 


who tried the Lover's E and of the 


ſucceſs they found in it. As there ſeem 
to be in it ſome anachroniſms and de- 
„„ b Viat ions 


4.38 

viations from the ancient orthog:aphy, 
I am not wholly ſatisfied myſelf that it 
is authentic, and not rather the pro- 
duction of one of thoſe Grecian ſophi- 
ſters, who have impoſed upon the world 
ſeveral ſpurious works of this nature. 
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I ſpeak this by way of precaution, he, 
cauſe I know there are ſeveral writers, 
of uncommon erudition, who would not 
fail to expoſe my ignorance, if they 
caught me tripping in a matter of ſo 
great moment. ES C 
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PERCUNCTATOREM FUGITO, NAM GARRULUS IDEM EST, 


SHUN THE INQUISITIVE AND 


FOR WHAT HE HEARS HE WILL RELATE AGAIN, 


HERE is a creature who has all 
the organs of ſpeech, a tolera- 

ble good capacity for conceiving what is 
ſaid to it, together with a pretty proper 
behaviour in all the occurrences of com- 


mon life; but naturally very vacant of 


thought in itſelf, and therefore forced to 
apply itſelf to foreign aſſiſtances. Of 


this make is that man who is very in- 


nuifitive. You may often obſerve, that 
Sough he ſpeaks as good ſenſe as any 
man upon any thing with which he is 


well acquainted, he cannot truſt to the 


range of his own fancy to entertain him- 


felt upon that foundation, but goes on 


fill to new inquiries. Thus, though 


vou know he is fit for the moſt po- 


ite converſation, you ſhall ſee him very 
well contented to ſit by a jockey, giving 
come to my general inquirer as any | 


an account of the many revolutions in 

his horſe's health, what potion he made 
him take, how that agreed with him, 
how afterwards he came to his ſtomach 
and his exerciſe, or any the like imperti- 
nence; and be as well pleaſed as if you 
talked to him on the moſt important 
truths. This humour is far from mak- 
ing a man unhappy, though it may ſub- 
jeck him to raillery ; for he generally 
falls in with a perſon who ſeems to be 
born for him, which is your talkative 

Fellow. It is ſo ordered, that there is 
a ſecret. bent, as natural as the meeting 
of different ſexes, in theſe two charac- 
ters, to ſupply each other's wants. I 
had the honour the other day to fit in a 
public room, and ſaw an inquiſitive man 
Book with an air of ſatis faction upon the 


approach of one of theſe talkers. The 


man of ready utterance fat down by 


him, and rubbing his head, leaning on 
his arm, and making an uneaſy coun- 
tenance, he began—* There is no man- 


ner of news to-day, I cannot tell 


Hor. EP. xvIII. LIB, I. VER, 69, 


CURIOUS MAN; 
Pool x. 


6 what is the matter with me, but ! 
© flept very ill laſt night; whether J 
* caught cold or no, I know not, but ] 
© fancy I do not wear ſhoes thick enough 
© for the weather, and I have coughed 
© all this week: it muſt be to, for the 
* cuitom of waſhing my head winter 
and ſummer with cold water, prevents 
any injury from the ſeaſon entering 
that way; fo it · muſt come in at my 
feet; but I take no notice of it: as it 
comes ſo it goes. Moſt of our evils 
proceed from too much tendernels ; 
and our faces are naturally as little 
able to reſiſt the cold as other parts, 
The Indian anſwered very well to an 
European, who aſked him how he 
could go naked I am all face.“ 
I obſerved this diſcourſe was as wel- 


R K K K K K « 


other of more conſequence could have 


been; but ſome body calling our talker 


to another part of the room, the inquirer 
told the next man who lat by him, that 
Mr. Such-a-one, who was juſt gone 
from kim, uſed to waſh his head in cold 
water every morning; and ſo repeated 


_ almoſt verbatim all that had been faid 


to him. The truth is, the inquiſitive 
are the funnels of converfation they do 
not take in any thing for-their own ule, 
but merely to paſs it to another : they 
are the channels through which all the 
good and evil that is ſpoken in town are 


conveyed. Such as are offendedatthemor 


think they ſuffer by their behaviour, may 
themſelves mend that inconvenience; for 


they are not a malicious people, and if 


you will ſupply them, you may contra- 
dict any thing they have ſaid before by 
their own mouths. A farther account 
of a thing is one of the gratefuleſt goods 
that can arrive to them; and it is ſeldom 


that they are more particular than to fays 


: the 
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the town will have it, or I have it from 
a good hand: ſo that there 1s room for 
the town to know the matter more par- 
ticularly, and for a better hand to con- 
tradict what was ſaid by a good one. 
I have not known this humour more 


ridiculous than in a father, who has 
been earneſtly ſolicitous to have an ac- 


count how his ſon has paſſed his leiſure 
hours; if it be in a way thoroughly in- 
ſignificant, there cannot be a greater joy 
than an inquirer diſcovers in ſeeing him 
follow ſo hopefully his own ſteps: but 
this humour among men is moſt pleaſant 
when they are ſaying ſomething which 


is not wholly proper for a third ” mg 


to hear, and yet is in itſelf indifferent. 
The other day there came in a well- 
dreſſed young fellow, and two gentle- 


men of this ſpecies immediately fell a 


whiſpering his pedigree. I could over- 
hear, by breaks, She was his aunt;' then 
an anſwer Ay, ſhe was of the mother's 
ſide: then again in a little lower voice 
His father wore generally a darker 
wig;? anſwer, © Not much. But this gen- 


i tleman wears higher heels to his ſhoes.” 


As the inquiſitive, in my opinion, are 
ſuch merely from a vacancy in their own 
imaginations, there 1s nothing, methinks, 
ſo dangerous as to communicate ſecrets to 
them; for the ſame temper of enquiry 
makes them as impertinently communi— 
cative: but no man, though he converſes 
with them, need put himſelf in their power, 
for they will be contented with matters of 


leſs moment as well. When there is fuel. 


enough, no matter what it iv Thus the 
ends of ſentences in the news- papers, as, 
© this wants confirmation; this occaſions 
© many ſpeculations, and time will diſ- 
cover the event, are read by them, 
and conſidered not as mere expletives. 
One may ſee now and then this hu- 
mour accompanied with an inſatiable 
deſire of knowing what paſles, without 
turning it to any uſe in the world but 
merely their own entertainment. A 
mind which is gratified this way is 
adapted to humour and pleaſantry, and 
formed for an unconcerned character in 
the world; and, like myſelf, to be a 
mere ſpectator. This curioſity, without 
malice or ſelf-intereſt, lays up in the 
imagination a magazine of circumſtances 
which cannot but entertain when they 
are produced in converſation. If one 


were to know, from the man of the firſt 


quality to the meaneſt ſervant, the dif- 
lent intrigues, ſentiments, pleaſures, 


and intereſts of mankind, would it not 
be the'moſt pleaſing entertainment ima- 
ginable to enjoy ſo conſtant a farce, as 
the obſerving mankind much more dif- 
ferent from themſelves in their Tecret 
thoughts and public actions, than in 
their night- caps and long periwigs ? 


MR. SPECTATOR, „ 
PTUTARCH tell us, that Caius 
- Gracchus, the Roman, was fre- 
quently hurried by his paſſion into ſo 
loud and tumultuous a way of ſpeaking, 
and fo ſtrained his voice as not to be able 


to proceed. To remedy this exceſs, he 
had an ingenious ſervant, by name 


Licinius, always attending him vrith a 
pitch-pipe, or inſtrument to regulate 
the voice; who, whenever he heard his 
maſter begin to he high, immediately 
touched a ſoft note; at which, it is ſaid, 
Caius would preſently abate and grow 
calm. 1 | 
Upon recolle&ing this ſtory, I have 


frequently wondered that this uſeful in- 


ſtrument ſhould have been fo long dif- 
continued; eſpecially ſince we find that 
this good office of Licinius has preſerv- 
ed his memory for many hundred years, 
which, methinks, ſhould have encourag- 
ed ſome one to have revived it, if not 


for the public good, yet for his own 
credit. 


It may be objected, that our 
loud talkers are ſo fond of their own 
noiſe, that they would not take it well 
to be checked by their ſervants: but 
granting this to be true, ſurely any of 
their hearers have a very good title to 
play a ſoft note in their own defence, 
To be ſhort, no Licinins appearing, 


and the noiſe increaſing, I was refolved 


to give this late Jong vacation to the 
good of my country; and I have at 
length, by the aſſiſtance of an ingenious 
artiſt, who works to the Royal Society, 


almoſt completed my deſign, and ſhall 


be ready in a ſhort time to furniſh the 
public with what number of theſe in- 


ſtruments they pleaſe, either to lodge at 


coffee-houſes, or carry for their own 
private uſe. In the mean time, I ſhalt 


pay that reſpe& to ſeveral gentlemen, 


who I know will be in danger of offend - 
ing againſt this inſtrument, to give 


them notice of it by private letters, in 


which I ſhall only write“ Get a 
 Licinius.' _ | . 
I ſhould now trouble you no longer, 
but that J muſt not conclude without 
dejiring you to accept one of theſe pipes, 

Oe 3 K which 
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which ſhall be left for you with Buck- 


„ 


—— —- —— 


noiſy. I am, Sir, &c. 


ley; and which I hope will be ſerviceable 


to you, fince as you are ſilent yourſelf, 


you are moſt open to the inſults of the 


W. B, 


I had almoſt forgot to inform you, 
that as an improvement in this inſtru- 
ment, there will be a particular note, 
which I call a huſh- note; and this is 
to be made uſe of againſt a long ſtory, 
ſwearing, obſceneneſs, and the like. T 
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ah s RAT ADHUC AMORy 


VIVUNTQUE COMMISSI CALORES 
AOLIX FIDIBUS PUELL EZ. 


SAPPHO'S CHARMING LYRE 


(1' * 4 | 
Ho. Op. Ix. I. 4. V. 10. 


PRESERVES HER SOFT DESIRE, 


AND TUNES OUR RAVISH'D SOULS TO LOVE, 


A MONG the many famous pieces 
of antiquity which are ſtil] to be 
cen at Rome, there is the trunk of a 


ſtatue which has loſt the arms, legs, 


and head; but diſcovers ſuch an ex- 
quiſite workmanſhip in what remains of 
it, that Michael Angelo declared he had 
learned his whole art from it. Indeed 


he ſtudied it ſo attentively, that he made 


moſt of his ſtatues, and even his pie- 


tures in that guſto, to make uſe of the 


Italian phraſe; for which reaſon this 


maimed ſtatue is ſtill called Michael 


Angelo's ſchool, 


A fragment of Sappho, which I de- 


| ſign for the ſubject of this paper, is in 
as great reputation among the poets and 


critics, as the mutilated figure above- 


mentioned is among the ſtatuaries and 
Several of our countrymen, 
and Mr. Dryden in particular, ſeem 
very often to have copied after it in their 


painters. 


dramatic writings, and in their poems 
upon love. | 5 
Whatever might have been the oc- 


caſion of this ode, the Engliſh reader 


will enter into the beauties of it, if he 
ſuppoſes it to have been written in the 
po of a lover ſitting by his miſtreſs. 
I ſhall ſet to view three different copies 


of this beautiful original: the firſt is a 


tranſlation by Catullus, the ſecond by 
Monſieur Boileau, and the laſt by a 


gentleman whoſe tranſlation of the 
Hymn to Venus has been ſo deſeryedly 


admired. 


Ad LESBIAM, 
Tile mi par eſſe Deo widetur, 
Alle, fs fas eft, ſuperare dives, 
Nui ſedens 2 identidem te 
| Speezat, & audit, 


SUITS Cnxren. 
Dulce ridentem, miſero quod omnis 
Eripit ſenſus mihi: nam fimul te, 
Leſbia, adſpexi, nibil eft ſuper mi 
38 Quod loquar amens, 
Lingua ſed torpet : tenuis ſub artus 
Flamma dimanat, fonitu juopte 
Tinniunt aures : gemina teguntur 
1 | Lumina nocte. 
My learned reader will know very 
well the reaſon why one of thele verſes 
is printed in Roman letter; and if he 
compares this tranſlation with the origl- 


nal, will find that the three firſt ſtanzas 


are rendered almoſt word for word, and 
not only with the ſame elegance, but 
with the ſame ſhort turn of expreſſion 
which is ſo remarkable in the Greek, 


and ſo peculiar to the Sapphic ode, I can- 


not imagine for what reaſon Madam 
Dacier has told us, that this ode of Sap- 

ho is preſerved entire in Longinus, ſince 
it is manifeſt to any one who looks into 
that auther's quotation of it, that there 
muſt at leaſt have been another ſtanza, 


winch 1s not tranſmitted to us. 


The ſecond tranſlation of this frag- 
ment which I ſhall here cite, is that of 
Monſieur Boileau. „„ 
Heureux ! qui près de toi, pour toi ſeule ſoipire? 
Qui jourt du plaiſir de t'entendre parler: 
Qui te woit quelguefois doucement lui ſeirriree 
Les Dieux, dans ſan bonheur, peuvent-ils 

FepalerF . | 3 
Te ſens de weine en veine une ſubtile flamme 
Courir par tout mon corps, ſi tòt que te vis: 
Et dans les doux tranſports, on S'egare mon amty 
Je ne ſcaurois trouver de langue, ni de voix. 
Un nuage confus ſe repand ſur ma wut, 

Fe nentens plus, je tombe en de douces lan- 
gueursz | 


Et pale, fans haleine, interd te eperdy?, 
| U n f. 7i on me ſaiſit, je tremble, je me f 


' 
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The reader will ſee that this is rather 
an imitation than a tranſlation. The 
circumſtances do not lie ſo thick toge- 
ther, and follow one another with that 
yehemence and emotion as in the origi- 
nal. In ſhort, Monſieur Boileau has 

iven us all the poetry, but not all the 

aſſion of this famous fragment. I 


ſhall, in the laſt place, preſent my reader 


with the Englith tranſlation. 


585 * 

BEST as th' immortal gods is he, 
The youth who fondly fits by thee, 

And hears and ſees thee all the while 

Softly ſpeak and ſweetly ſmile, 

„ „ 

was this depriv'd my ſoul of reſt, 

And rais'd ſuch tumults in my breaſt; 

For while I gaz'd, in tranſport toſt, 

My breath was gone, my voice was loſt ; 
8 85 III. | 

My boſom glow'd; the ſubtle flame 

Ran quick thro' all my vital frame; 


O'er my dim eyes a darkneſs hung; 
My ears with hollow murmurs rung. 


| IV. 

In dewy damps my limbs were chill'd; 
My blood with gentle horrors thrill'd; 
My feeble pulſe forgot to play; 

I fainted, ſunk, and dy'd away. 


nſtead of giving any character of this 
laſt tranſlation, I ſhall deſire my learned 
reader to look into the criticiſms which 
| Longinus has made upon the original. 
| By that means he will know to which of 


Plutarch. 


the tranſlations he ought to give the 
preference. I ſhall only add, that this 
tranflation is veritten in the very ſpirit 
of Sappho, and as near the Greek as 


the genius of our language will poſſibly 


— 


ſuffer. | 

Longinus has obſerved, that this de- 
ſcription of love in Sappho is an exact 
copy of nature, and that all the circum- 
ſtances which follow one another in ſuch 


an hurry of ſentiments, notwithſtanding 


they appear repugnant to each other, 
are really ſuch as happen in the phrenzies 
of love, | | 

] wonder that not one of the critics 
or editors, through whoſe hands this 
ode has paſſed, has taken occaſion from 
it to mention a circumſtance related by 
That author in the famous 
ſtory of Antiochus, who fell in love 


with Stratonice, his mother-in-law, 


and, not daring to diſcover his paſſion, 
pretended to be confined to his bed by 
ſiekneſs, tells us, that Eraſiſtratus, the 


phyſician, found out the nature of his 
diſtemper, by thoſe ſymptoms of love © 
- which he had learnt from Sappho's writ- 


ings. Stratonice was in the room of 


the love-fick prince, when theſe ſymp- 


toms diſcovered themſelves to his phy- 
ſician; and it is probable, that they 


were not very different from thoſe which 


Sappho here deſcribes in a lover ſitting 
by his miſtreſs. This ſtory of Antio- 


chus is ſo well known, that J need not 


add the ſequel of it, which has no re- 
lation to my preſent ſubject, LING 
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 FOMINES AD DEOS NULLA RE PROPIUS ACCE DUNT, QUAM SALUTEM HOMINTs 


BUS DAND0O. 


TuLls 


MEN RESEMBLE THE GODS IN NOTHING SO MUCH, AS IN DOING GOOD TO THEIR 
3 f | FELLOW-CREATURES. | 


UMAN nature appears a very 
A 4 deformed, or a very beautiful ob- 
je&, according to the different lights 
in which it is viewed. When we ſee 
men of inflamed paſſions, or of wicked 
deſigns, tearing one another to pieces 
by open violence, or undermining each 
other by ſecret treachery z when we ob- 
{erve baſe and narrow ends purſued by 
ignominious and diſhoneſt means; when 
we behold men mixed in ſociety as if it 


were for the deſtruction of it; we ars 


even aſhamed of our ſpecies, and out of 
humour with our own being: but in 


another light, when we behold them 


mild, good, and benevolent, full of a 


generous regard for the public proſpe- 
rity, compaſſionating each other's diſ- 


treſſes, and relieving each other's wants, 


we can hardly believe they are creatures 


of the ſame kind. In this view they 
appear gods to each other, in the exer- 


ciſe of the nobleſt power, that of doing 


good; and the greateſt compliment we 


13K 2 | have 
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have ever been able to make to our own 
being, has been by calling this diſpo- 
ſition of mind humanity, We cannot 
but obſerve a pleaſure ariſing in our 
own breaſt upon the ſeeing or hearing 


cf a generous action, even when we are 


wholly diſintereſted in it. I cannot give 
2 more proper inſtance of this, than by 
a letter from Pliny, in which he recom- 
mends a friend in the moſt handſome 
manner; and, methinks, it would be a 
great pleaſure to know the ſucceſs of this 
epiſtle, though each party concerned in 
it has been ſo many hundred years in 


his grave. 


TO MAXIMUS, 


WW HAT I ſhould gladly do for any 


friend of your's, I think I may 


now with confidence requeſt for a friend 


of mine. Arrianus Maturius is the 
moſt conſiderable man of his country; 
when I call him fo, I do not ſpeak with 
relation to his fortune, as that is 
very plentiful, but to his integrity, juſ- 


tice, gravity, and prudence: his advice 


is uſeful to me in buſineſs, and his 


judgment in matters of learning; his 


fidelity, truth, and good underſtand- 


ing, are very great; beſides this, hge 
loves me as you do, than which I can- 


not lay thing that ſignifies a warmer af- 
fection. He has nothing that is aſpir- 
ing; and though he might riſe to the 
higheſt order of nobility, he keeps him- 
felf in an inferior rank; yet I think 
myſelf bound to uſe my endeavours to 


ſerve and promote him; and would there- 
fore find the means of adding ſome- 


thing to his honours while he neither 


expects nor knows it, nay, though he 
| ſhould refuſe it. Something, in ſhort, 


I would have for him that may be ho- 
nourable, but not troubleſome; and I 


entreat that you will procure him the 
flirſt thing of this kind that offers, by 


which you will not only oblige me, but 
him alſo; for though he does not covet 
it, I know he will be as grateful in ac- 


 knowledging your favour as if he had 


alked it, 


NMR. SPECTATOR, 


TE reflections in fue of your 


papers on the ſervile manner of 
education now in uſe, have given birth 
to an ambition, which, unleſs you diſ- 


_ countenance it, will, I doubt, engage 
mne in a very difficult, though not un- 


grateful adventure. I am about to un- 
dertake, for the ſake of the British 
youth, to inſtru& them in ſuch a man. 
ner, that the moſt dangerous page in 
Virgil or Homer may be read by them 


with much pleaſure, and with perfe& 


ſafety to their perſons, _ 


Could I prevail ſo far as to be ho- 


noured with the protection of ſome few 
of them, for I am not hero enough to 
reſcue many, my deſign 1s to retire with 
them to an agreeable ſolitude ; though 
within the neighbourhood of a city for 
the convenience of their being inſtructed 


in muſic, dancing, drawing, deſigning, 


or any other ſuch accomplifhments, 
which it is conceived may make as pro- 
per diverſions for them, and almoſt as 
pleaſant, as the little ſordid games which 
dirty ſchool-boys are ſo much delighted 
with. It may eaſily be imagined, how 
ſuch a pretty ſociety, converſing with 
none beneath themſelves, and ſometimes 
admitted as perhaps not unentertaining 
parties amongſt better company, com- 
mended and careſſed for their little per- 
formances, and turned by ſuch conver- 
ſations to a certain gallantry of foul, 
might be brought early acquainted with 
ſome of the molt polite Engliſh writers, 
This having given them ſome tolerable 
taſte of books, they would make them- 
ſelves maſters of the Latin tongue by 
methods far eaſier than thoſe in Lilly, 


with as little difficulty or reluctance as 


young ladies learn to ſpeak French, or 
to ſing Italian _— When they had 


advanced thus far, it would be time to 
form their taſte ſomething more exactly: 
one that had any true reliſh of fine writ- 
ing, might, with great pleaſure both to 
himſelf and them, run over together 


with them the beſt Roman hiſtorians, 


| Poets, and orators, and point out their 


more remarkable beauties; give them a 


ſhort ſcheme of chronology, a little view 


of geography, medals, aſtronomy, or 
what elſe might beſt feed the buſy in- 
quiſitive humour ſo natural to that age. 


Such of them as had the leaſt {park ot 


genius, when it was once awakened by 
the ſhining thoughts and great ſenti- 
ments of thoſe admired writers, could 
not, I believe, be eaſily withheld from 
attempting that more difficult ſiſter lan- 


| guage, whoſe exalted beauties they would 


have heard fo often celebrated as the 
pride and wonder of the whole learned 
world. In the mean while, it would 
be requiſite to exerciſe their ſtile in writ- 


vs 
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ing any light pieces that aſk more of 


fancy than of judgment: and that fre- 


quently in their native language, which 
every one, methinks, ſhould be moſt 
concerned to cultivate, eſpecially letters, 
in Which a gentleman muſt have fo fre- 
quent occaſions to diſtinguiſh himſelf. 
A ſet of gentee] good-natured youths 


fallen into ſuch a manner of life, would 


form almoſt a little academy, and doubt- 
leſs prove no ſuch contemptible com- 
panions, as might not often tempt a 
wiſer man to mingle himſelf in their di- 
verſions, and draw them into ſuch ſeri- 
ous ſports as might prove nothing leſs 
inſtructing than the graveſt leſſons. I 
doubt not but it might be made ſome of 

their favourite plays, to contend which 
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of them ſhould recite a beautiful part of 
a poem or oration moſt gracefully, or 


ſometimes to join in acting a ſcene of 
Terence, Sophocles, or our own Shake- 


ſpeare. The cauſe of Milo might 
again be pleaded before more favourable 
judges, Czlar a ſecond time be taught 
to tremble, another race of Athenians 


be afreſh enraged at the ambition of an- 


other Philip. Amidſt theſe noble amuſe- 


ments, we could hope to ſee the early 


dawnings of their imagination daily 


| brighten into ſenſe, their innocence im- 


prove into virtue, and their unexperi- 
enced good- nature directed to a gene- 
rous love of their country. 


I am, &c. 
0 d e 
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© MODESTY! O PIE TI 


I oORING over the letters which 
1 I have lately received from my 


ſpirit of politeneſs, that I could not but 
be very much pleaſed with it myſelf, 
and queſtion not but it will be as ac- 
eeptable to the reader. 1 


MR. SPECTATOR, | | 
Y OU, who are no ftranger to public 
1 aſſemblies, cannot but have ob- 
ſerved the awe they often ſtrike on ſuch 
as are obliged to exert any talent before 
them. This is a fort of elegant diſ- 
treſs, to which ingenuous minds are the 
moſt liable, and may therefore deſer ve 
ſome remarks in your paper. Many a 
brave fellow, who has put his enemy 
to flight in the field, has been in the ut- 
moſt diſorder upon making a ſpeech be- 
fore a body of his friends at home: one 
would think there was ſome kind of 
faſcination in the eyes of a large circle 


of people, when darting all together upon 


one perſon. I have ſeen a new actor in 
a tragedy ſo bound. up by it as to be 
ſcarce able to ſpeak or move, and have 
expected he would have died above three 
acts before the dagger or cup of poiſon 
were brought in. It would not be 
_ amiſs, if ſuch an one were at firſt intro- 
duced” as a ghoſt; or a ſtatue, until he 


» 


correſpondents, I met with the follow- | 
ing one, which is written with ſuch a 


recovered his ſpirits, and grew fit for 
{ome living part. 

As this ſudden deſertion of one's ſelf 
ſhews a difidence, which is not diſ- 


pleaſing, it implies at the ſame time the 
greateſt reſpect to an audience that can 
be. It is a fort of mute eloquence, 


which pleads for their favour much bet- 
ter than words could do; and we find 
their generoſity naturally moved to ſup- 
port thoſe whoare in ſo much perplexity 
to entertain them. I was extremely 


pleaſed with a late inftance of this kind 


at the opera of Almahide, in the encou- 
ragement given to a young finger, whoſe 
more than ordinary concern on her firſt 
appearance, recommended her no leſs 


than her agreeable voice, and juſt per- 


formance. Mere baſhfulneſs without 
merit is aukward; and merit without 
modeſty, inſolent: but modeſt merit 
has a double claim to acceptance, and 


generally meets with as many patrons 
as beholders. I am, &. 
It is impoſſible that a perſon ſhould 


exert himſelf to advantage in an aſſem- 


bly, whether it be his part either to ſing 
or ſpeak, who lies under too great op- 
vreſfions of modeſty. I remember, upon 
talking with a friend of mine concern- 


ing the force of pronunciation, our diſ- 
courſe led us into the enumeration of 


the 
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| ———Bold at the council-boardj _ 
But cautious in the field, he ſhunn'd the 
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the ſeveral organs of ſpeech which an 
orator ought to have in van as 
the tongue, the teeth, the lips, the noſe, 
the palate, and the wind-pipe. Upon 


which, ſays my friend, you have omit- 


ted the molt material organ of them all, 
and that is the forehead, | 
But notwithſtanding an exceſs of mo- 
deſty obſtructs the tongue, and renders 
it unfit for it's offices, a due proportion 
of it is thought ſo requiſite to an orator, 
that rhetoricians have recommended it 


to their diſciples as a particular in their 


art. Cicero tells us that he never liked 
an orator, who did not appear in ſome 


little confuſion at the beginning of his 


ſpeech, and confeſſes that he himſelf 
never entered upon an oration without 
trembling and concern. It is indeed a 
kind of deference which is due to a great 


aſſembly, and ſeldom fails to raiſe a 


benevolence in the audience towards the 


ages who ſpeaks. My correſpondent 
na 


s taken notice that the braveſt men 
often appear timorous on theſe occa- 
ſions, as indeed we may obſerve, that 


there is generally no creature more im- 
pudent than a coward. 
| ——Lingus melior, ſed frigida bello 
_ Dextera Hh 
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ſ word. - DRY DEN. 


A bold tongue and a feeble arm are 


the qualifications of Drances in Virgil; 


as Homer, to expreſs a man both ti- 
morous and ſaucy, makes uſe of a kind 
of point, which is very rarely to be met 


with in his writings; namely, that he 


had the eyes of a dog, but the heart of 
. | | 

A juſt and reaſonable modeſty does 
not only recommend eloquence, but ſets 
off every great talent which a man can 


be poſſeſſed of. It heightens all the 


virtues which it accompanies; like the 


ſhades in paintings, it raiſes and rounds 
| every figure, and makes the colours 


more beautiful, though not ſo glaring 


as they would be without it. 


Mio deſty is not only an ornament, but 


alſo a guard to virtue. It is a kind of 


quick and delicate feeling in the ſoul, 


which makes her ſhrink and withdraw 


herſelr from every thing that has dan- 
ger in it. It is ſuch an exquiſite ſenſi- 


bility, as warns her to ſhun the firſt ap- 
pearance of every thing which is huytful. 


I cannot at preſent recolle& either the 
place or time of what I am going to 
mention; but I have read ſomewhere in 


the hiſtory of ancient Greece, that the 


women of the country were ſeized with 


an unaccountable melancholy, which 


diſpoſed ſeveral of them to make away 
with themſelves. The ſenate, after hay. 
ing tried many expedients to prevent 


this ſelf-murder, wkich was ſo frequent 
among them, publiſhed an ediR, that if 


any woman whatever ſhould lay violent 


hands upon herſelf, her corpſe ſhould be 


expoſed naked in the ſtreet, and dragged 
about the city in the moſt public man- 
ner. This edi& immediately put a ſtop 
to the practice which was before ſo 
common. We may ſee in this inſtance 
the ſtrength of female modeſty, which 


was able to overcome the violence even 
of madneſs and deſpair. The fear of 
ſhame in the fair-fex, was in thoſe days 


more prevalent than that of death. 
If modeſty has fo great an influence 
over our actions, and is in many caſes 


fo impregnable a fence to virtue; what 


can more undermine morality than that 
politeneſs which reigns among the un- 
thinking part of mankind, and treats as 
unfaſhionable the moſt ingenuous part 


of our behaviour; which recommends 
impudence as good breeding, and keeps 
a man always in countenance, not be - 
cauſe he is innocent, but becauſe he is 


ſhameleſs? RE 
Seneca thought modeſty ſo great a 
check to vice, that he preſcribes to us 
the practice of it in ſecret, and adviſes 
us to raiſe it in ourſelves upon imaginary 


occaſions, when ſuch as are real do not 
offer themſelves; for this is the meaning 


of his precept, that when we are by our- 
ſelves, and in our greateſt ſolitudes, we 
ſhould fancy that Cato ftands before us 


and ſees every thing we do. In ſhort, 


if you baniſh modeſty out of the world, 
the carries away with her half the virtue 
that is in ii, | | 


After theſe reflections on modeſty, 
as it is a virtue; I muſt obſerve, that 
there is a vicious modeſty, which juſtly 


deſerves to be ridiculed, and which thoſe 
perſons very often diſcover, who value 
themſelves moſt upon a well-bred con- 
fidence. This happens when a man is 


aſhamed to a& up to his reaſon, and 


would not upon any conſideration be 
ſurpriſed in the practice of thoſe duties, 
for the performance of which he was 
ſent into the world. Many * 
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dent libertine would bluſh to be caught 
in a ſerious diſcourſe, and would ſcarce 
be able to ſhew his head, after having 
diſcloſed a religious thought. Decency 
of behaviour, all outward ſhow of vir- 
tue, and abhorrence of vice, are care- 
fully avoided by this ſet of ſhame-faced 
people, as what would diſparage their 
gaiety of temper, and infallibly bring 
them to diſhonour. This is ſuch a 
poorneſs of ſpirit, ſuch a deſpicable 
cowardice, ſucha degenerate abject ſtate 
of mind, as one would think human na- 
tare incapable of, did we not meet with 
frequent inſtances of it in ordinary con- 
3 3 : . 5 
There is another kind of vicious mo- 


deſty which makes a man aſhamed of 
his perſon, bis birth, his profeſſion, his 
poverty, or the like misfortunes, which 
1t was not in his choice to prevent, and 
is not in his power to rectify. If a man 
appears ridiculous by any of the afore- 
mentioned circumſtances, he becomes 
much more ſo by being out of counte- 
nance for them. hey ſhould rather 
give him occaſion to exert a noble ſpirit, 


and to palliare thoſe imperfections which 


are not in his power, by thoſe perfectious 
which are; or, to uſe a very witty allu- 
ſion of an eminent author, he ſhould 
imitate Ceſar, who, becauſe his head 
was bald, covered that delect with lau- 
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SALLUSTs 


BY BESTOWING NOTHING HE ACQUIRED GLORY» 


4 Y wiſe and good friend, Sir An- 


almoſt equally between the town and the 
country: his time in town is given up to 
the public, and the management of his 
private fortune; and after every three or 
four days ſpent in this manner, he re- 


tires for as many to his ſeat within a 


few miles of the town, to the w bro 


of himſelf, his family, and his friend. 


Thus buſineſs and pleaſure, or rather, 
in Sir Andrew, labour and reſt, recom - 
mend each other. They take their turns 
with ſo quick a viciſſitude, that neither 


becomes a habit, or takes poſſeſſion of 


the whole man; nor is it poſſible he 


ſhould be ſurfeited with either. I often 


ſee him at our club in good humour, 


aud yet ſometimes too with an air of 


care in his looks; butin his country re- 


treat he is always unbent, and ſuch a 


companion as I could defire; and there- 
fore I ſeldom fail to make one with him 
when he is pleaſed to invite me. 

The other day, as ſoon as we were 


got into his chariot, two or three beg- 


gars on each ſide hung upon the doors, 


and ſolicited our charity with the uſual 
rhetoric of a ſick wife or huſband at 


home, three or four helpleſs little chil- 


dren, all ſtarving with cold and hunger. 


We were forced to part with ſome mo- 


ney to get rid of their importunity ; and 


then we procceded on our journey with 


drew Freeport, divides himſelf _ 


people. | 
Well then, ' ſays Sir Andrew,“ we 
go off with the prayers and good- 


the bleſſings and acclamations of theſe 


withes of the beggars, and perhaps 


too our healths will be drunk at the 
next alehouſe: fo all we ſhall be able 
to value ourſelves upon is, that we 
have promoted the trade of the vic- 


tualler and the exciſes of the govern- 
ment. But how few ounces of wool. 


do we ſee upon the backs of theſe poor 


creatures? And when they ſhall next 


fall in our way, they will hardly be 
better dreſſed; they mutt always live 


paſſion. If their families too are ſuch 


as they are repreſented, it 1s certain 
they cannot be better cloathed, and 
muſt be a great deal worſe fed: one 


would think potatoes ſhould be all 


their bread, and their drink the pure 


element; and then what goodly cuſ- 
© tomers are the farmers like to have for 


their wool, corn, and cattle? Such 


cuſtomers, and ſuch a conſumption, 


cannot chuſe but advance the landed 


intereſt, and hold up the rents of the 


gentlemen. is 

* But of all men living, we merchants, 
who live by buying and ſelling, ought 
never to encourage beggars. The 
goods which we export are indeed the 
product of the lands, but much the 
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greateſt part of their value is the la- 
© bour of the people: but how much of 
© theſe people's labour ſhall we export 


* © whilſt we hire them to fit ſtil!? The 


very alms they receive from us are 
© the wages of idleneſs. I have often 


thought that no man ſhould be per- 


© mitted to take relief irom the pariſh, 
© or to aſk it in the ſtreet, until he has 
© firſt purchaſed as much as poſſible of 
© his own livelihood by the labour of 
© his own hands; and then the public 
© ought only to be taxed to make good 
the deficiency. If this rule was firict- 
ly obſerved, we ſhould ſee every where 
ſuch a multitude of new labourers, as 
would in all probability reduce the 


a nn 


ce 
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the very life of merchandize to buy 
cheap and fell dear. The merchant 


* 


poſſible, that he may find the greater 
profit upon his returns; and nothing 
will enable him to do this like the 
reduction of the price of labour upon 
all our manufaciures. This too 
would be the ready way to increaſe 
the number of our foreign markets : 
the abatement of the price of the ma- 
nufacture would pay for the carriage 


ly beneficial both to the landed 
and trading intereſts, 
an addition of labouring hands would 
produce this happy conſequence both 
to the merchant and the gentleman; 


every other obſtruction to the increaſe 
of labourers, mult be equally perni- 
cious to both,” $4 1 

Sir Andrew-then went on to affirm, 


that the reduction of the prices of our 


manufactures by the addition of ſo many 


new hands, would be no inconvenience 
to any man: but obſerving I was ſome- 
thing ſtartled at the aſſertion, he made 


a ſhort pauſe, and then reſumed the diſ- 


« paradox, that the price of labour 


ſhould be reduced without an abate- 
ment of wages, or that wages can be 


abated without any inconvenience to 


the labourer, and yet nothing is more 


certain than that both theſe things 
The wages of the la- 
bourers make the greateſt part of the 
price of every thing that is uſeful; and 
if in proportion with the wages the 


prices of all other things ſhould be - 


prices of all our manufactures. It is 


onght to make his outſet as cheap as 


of it to more diftant countries; and 
this conſequence would be equal- 


As ſo great 


our liberality to common beggars, and 


It may ſeem, ſays he, © a 
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abated, every labourer with leſs wages 
would ſtil} be able to purchaſe as 
many neceſſaries of life; where then 
would be the inconvenience? But the 
price.of labour may be reduced by the 
addition of more hands to a many. 
facture, and yet the wages of perſons 
remain as high as ever. The admira- 
ble Sir William Petty has given ex- 
amples of this in ſome of his writings : 
one of them, as I remember, is that 
of a watch, which I ſhall endeavour 
to explain ſo as ſhall fuit my preſent 
It is certain that a ſingle 
watch could not be made fo cheap in 
proportion by one only man, as a 
hundred watches by a hundred; for 
as there 1s a vaſt variety in the work, 
no one perſon could equally ſuit him. 
ſelf to all the parts of it; the manu- 
facture would be tedious, and at laſt 
but clumſily performed: but if an 
hundred watches were to be made by 


an hundred men, the caſes may be 


aſſigned to one, the dials to another, 
the wheels to another, the ſprings to 
another, and every other part to a 


proper artiſt; as there would be no 


need of perplexing any one. perſon 
with too much variety, every one 


would be able to perform his fingle 


part with greater ſkill and expedition; 
and the hundred watches would be 
finiſhed in one fourth part of the time 
of the firit one, and every one of them 
at one fourth part of the coſt, though _ 
the wages of every man were equal, 
The reduction of the price of the ma- 
nufacture would increaſe the demand 
of it, all the fame hands would be 
ſtill employed and as well paid. The 


ſame rule will hold in the cloathing, 


the ſhipping, and all other trades 
whatſoever. And thus an addition 
of hands to our manufactures will 
only reduce the price of them; the la- 
bourer will ſtill have as much wages, 


and will conſequently be enabled to 


purchaſe more conveniencies of life; 
ſo that every intereſt in the nation 


would receive a benefit from the in- 


creaſe of our working people. 


© Beſides, I fee no occaſion for this 


charity to common beggars, ſince every 
beggar is an inhabitant of a pariſh, 
and every pariſh is taxed to the main- 
tenance of their own poor. For my 
own part, I cannot be mightily pleaſed 
with the laws which have done this, 
which have provided better to feed 
| A than 


& 


e an empioy the poor. We have a 
© tradition from our forefathers, that 
© after the firſt of thoſe laws was made, 
© they were inſulted with that famous 
long | 


Hang ſorrow, and caſt away care, 
The pariſh is bound to find us, &c. 


to maintain them without work, they 

can do no leſs in return than ſing vs 

The Merry Beggars. - 

© What then? am I againſt all acts of 
charity? God forbid! I know of no 

virtue in the Goſpel that is in more 
£ 
* 
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pathetic expreſſions recommended to 

our practice. I was hungry and 
« ye gave me no meat, thirſty and ye 
© gave me no drink, naked and ye 
&« cloathed me not, a ſtranger and ye 
te took me not in, fick and in priſon and 
« ye viſited me not.” Our bleſſed Sa- 
© yiour treats the exerciſe or neglect of 
© charity towards a poor man, as the 
performance or breach of this duty 


© towards himſelf. I ſhall endeavour 


© to obey the will of my Lord and 
© Maſter: and therefore if an induſtrious 
© man ſhall ſubmit to the hardeſt labour 
and coarſeſt fare, rather than endure 


* the ſhame of taking relief from the 
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And if we will be ſo good- natured as 


4 
pariſh, or aſking it in the ſtreet, this 
is the hungry, the thirſty, the naked; 
and I ought to believe, if any man is 
come hither for ſhelter againſt perſe- 
cution or oppreſſion, this is the ſtranger, 
and I 21 5 to take him in. If any 
countryman of our own is fallen into 
the hands of infidels, and lives in a 
ſtate of miſerable captivity, this is the 
man in priſon, and I ſhould contri- 
bute to his ranſom. I ought to give 
to an hoſpital of invalids, to recover 
as many uſeful ſubjects as I can; but 
I ſhall beſtow none of my bounties 
upon an alms-houſe of idle people; 
and for the ſame reaſon I ſhould not 
think it a reproach to me if I had 
with-held my charity from thoſe com- 
mon beggars. But we preſcribe bet- 
ter rules than we are able to practiſe; 
we are aſhamed not to give into the 
miſtaken cuſtoms of our country; but 
at the ſame time, I cannot but think 
it a reproach worſe than that of com- 
mon ſwearing, that the idle and the 
abandoned are ſuffered in the name 
of Heaven and all that is ſacred, to 
extort from chriſtian and tender minds 
a ſupply to a profligate way of life, 
that is always to be fupported, but 
„ oi 5 = 
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—ANVAM {CNT xoTRI MEDICINA FURORIS, 
AUT DEUS ILLE MALIS HOMINUM MITESCERE DISCAT. 


AS IF EY THESE MY SUFFERINGS 1 COULD FASE, 
. OR BY MY PAINS THE GOD OF LOVE APPEASE> 


: ] Shall, in this paper, diſcharge my- 


'felf of the promiſe I have made to 


the public, by. obliging them with a 


tranilation of the little. Greek manu- 
ſcript, which is ſaid to have been a piece 
of thoſe. records that were preſerved in 
the temple of Apollo, upon the 2 
montory of Leucate: it is a ſhort hiſtory 


of the Lover's Leap, and is inſcribed— 


* An account of perſons, male and fe- 
male, who offered up their. vows in 
the temple of the Pythian Apollo, in 
the forty ſixth Olympiad, and leaped 
from the promontory of Leucate into 
the Ionian ſea, in order to cure them- 
{elves of the paſſion of love.” 

This account is very dry in many 
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Da vp. 
parts, as only mentioning the name 5 
the lover who leaped, the perſon he leaped 


for, and relating, in ſhort, that he was 


either cured or killed, or maimed by 
the fall. It indeed gives the names of 
ſo many who died by it, that it would 
have looked like a bill of mortality, had 
I tranſlated it at full length; I have 
therefore made an abridgment of it, and 
only extracted ſuch particular paſſages 
as have ſomething extraordinary, either 
in the caſe, or in the cure, or in the fate 
of the perſon who is mentioned in it. 
After this ſhort preface take the ac- 
count as follows. 25 DLO 
Battus, the ſon of Menalcas the Si- 
cilian, leaped for Bombyca che muſi- 
JW 


of his right-leg and arm, which were 
broken in the all.... 

| Meliſſa, in love with Daphnis, very 
much bruiſed, but eſcaped with life. 
- 'Cyniſca, the wife of /Eſchines, being 
in love with Lycus; and Æſchines her 
huſband being in love with Eurillaz 


(which had made this married couple 


very ere to one another for ſeveral 
years) both the huſband and the wife 


took the leap by conſent ; they both of 


them eſcaped, and have lived very hap- 
n er ever ſince. 
Lariſſa, a virgin of Theſſaly, deſerted 


by Plexippus, after a courtſhip of three 


years; ſhe ſtood upon the brow of the 


| vi for ſome time, and after 


aving thrown down a ring, a bracelet, 


and a little picture, with other preſents 


which ſhe had received from Plexippus, 
the threw herſelf into the &a, and was 
taken up alive... __ -- | | 
N. B. Lariſſa, before ſhe leaped, made 
an offering of a ſilver Cupid in the tem- 
ple of Apollo. ; 
Myndian, periſhed in the fall. 
Charixus, the brother of Sappho, in 


love with Rhodope the courteſan, hav- 


ing ſpent his whole cſtate upon her, was 
adviſed by his filter to leap in the be- 
ginning of his amour, but would not 


| hearken to her until he was reduced to 


his laſt talent; being forſaken by Rho- 
dope, at length reſol ved to take the leap, 
Periſhed in it. JF | 
Aridæus, a beautiful youth of Epirus, 
in love with Praxinoe, the wife of Theſ- 


pis, efcaped without damage, faving 


only that two of his fore teeth were 

ſtruck out and his noſe a little flatted. 
Cleora, a widow of Epheſus, being 

inconſolable for the death of her huſ- 


band, was reſolved to take this leap in 
order to get rid of her paſſion for his 
memory; but being arrived at the pro- 
montory, ſhe there met with Dimma- 


chus the Miletian, and after a ſhort 
converſation with him, laid aſide the 


tchoughts of her leap, ard married him 
in the temple of Apollo. | 


N. B. Her widow's weeds are till 


ſeen hanging up in the weſtern corner 


of the temple. „ 
Olphis, the fiſherman, having re- 


celved a box on the ear from Theſtylis 
the day before, and being determined to 
have no more to do with her, leaped, 


and eſcaped with life. 


Simztha, in love with Daphnis the 


b 


: 2 
* 
2 = 
* = 
, 


448 Tur SPECTATOR. 


cian: got rid of his paſſion with the loſs 


Atalanta, an old maid, whoſe crucity 
had ſeveral years before driven two or 


three deſpairing lovers to this leap ; be. 


ing now in the fifty-fifth year of her 
age, and in love with an officer of Sparta, 
broke her neck in the fall, 


Hipparchus being paſſionately fond 


of his own wife, who was enamoured 
of Bathyllus, leaped, and died of his 


fall; upon which his wife married her 


gallant. 


Tettyx, the Arie in love 


with Olympia, an Athenian matron, 


[threw himſelf from the rock with great 


agility, but was crippled in the fall. 
Diagoras, the uſurer, in love with his 

cook-maid; he peeped ſeveral times over 

the precipice, but his heart miſgiving 


him, he went back and married her that 


evening. 

Cinædus, after having entered his 
own name in the Pythian records, be- 
ing aſked the name of the perſon whom 


he leaped for, and being aſhamed to dif. 


cover it, he was ſet aſide, and not ſuf- 
tered to leap. | 


N 


Eunica, a maid of Paphos, aged nine- 
teen, in love with Eurybates. Hurt in 


the fall, but recovered. _ 


N. B. This was the ſecond time of 


her Eng. 


Heſperus, a young man of Taren- | 
tum, in love with his maſter's daughter, 
Drowned, the boats not coming in ſoon 


enough to his relief, _ 
Sappho, the Leſbian, in love with 
Phaon, arrived at the temple of Apolio, 


habited like a bride in garments as white 
as ſnow. She wore a garland of myr- 


tle on her head, and carried in her hand 
the little muſical inſtrument of her own 
invention. After having ſung an hymn 
to Apollo, ſhe hung up her garland on 


one ſide of his altar, and her harp on the 


other. She then tucked up her veſt- 


ments, like a Spartan virgin, and amidſt _ 


thouſands of ſpectators, who were 
anxious for her ſafety, and offered up 


vows for her deliverance, marched di- 
_ realy forwards, to tne utmoſt ſummit 


of the promontory, where, after having 
repeated a ſtanza of her own verles, 
which we could not hear, ſhe threw her- 


felf off the rock with ſuch an intrepidity 


as was never before obſerved in any 


who had attempted that dangerous leap. 


Many who were preſent related, that 
they ſaw her fall into the ſea, from 
whence the never roſe again; though 
there were others who affirmed, that ſhe 

PLD | never 


never came to the bottom of her leap, 
but that ſhe was changed into a ſwan as 
ſhe fell, and that they ſaw her hovering 


in the air under that ſhape. But whe- 
mented her fall, and is ſaid to have 


ther or no the whiteneſs and fluttering of 
her garments might not deceive thoſe 
who looked upon her, or whether ſhe 
might not really be metamorphoſed into 


that muſical and melancholy bird, is ſtill 


a doubt among the Leſbians, 

Alczus, the famous Lyric poet, who 
had for ſome time been paſſionately in 
love with Sappho, arrived at the promon - 
tory of Leucate that very evening, in 
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order to take the leap upon her account; 
but hearing that Sappho had been there 
before him, and that her body could be 
no where found, he very generouſly la- 


written his hundred and twenty-fifth 
ode upon that occaſion. 
Leaped in this Olympiad 250. 
Males «< 124 


Females - 126 

Cure! 120 
Males 51 
Females 


69 
8 e 


DAY, NOVEMBER 28. 


' VELLEM IN AMICITIA SIC ERRAREMus. | 


Hon. SAT. 111. L. 1. V. 41. 


I WISH TRIS ERROR IN OUR FRIENDSHIP REIICON' Db. OCREECH, 


a ſtory has been told with ſome 
entertaining circumſtances, tell it over 
again with particulars that deſtroy the 
jeſt, but give light into the truth of the 
narration. This ſort of verazity, though 
it is impertinent, has ſomething amiable 
in it, becauſe. it proceeds from the love 
of truth, even in frivolous occaſions, If 
ſuch honeſt amendments do not promiſe 
an agreeable companion, they do a ſin- 
cere friend; for which reaſon one ſhould 
allow them ſo much of our time, if we 
fall into their company, as to ſet us 


right in matters that can do us no man- 


ner of harm, whether the facts be one 
way or the other. Lyes which are told 
out of arrogance and oſtentation a man 
ſhould detect in his own defence, becauſe 
he ſhould not be triumphed over; lyes 
Which are told out of malice he ſhould 
expoſe, both for his own fake and that 
of the reſt of mankind, becauſe every 
man ſhould riſe againſt a common ene- 
my: but the officious liar many have 


argued is to be excuſed, becauſe it does 


ſome man good, and no man hurt, The 
man who made more than ordinary ſpeed 
from a fight in which the Athenians 
vere beaten, and told them they had ob- 
tained a complete victory, and put the 
whole city into the utmoſt joy and exul- 


tation, was checked by the magiſtrates | 


for his falſehood but excuſed himſelf by 
laying—* O Athenians! am I your ene- 


my becauſe I gave you two happy days?” 


This fellow did to a whole people what 


| y 2% very often hear people, after 


an acquaintance of mine does every 
day he lives in ſome eminent degree to 


particular perſons, He is ever lying 


pzople into good humour; and, as Plato 


ſaid, it is allowable in phyſicians to lye 
to their patients to keep up their ſpirits, 


I am half doubtful whether my friend's 


behaviour is not as excuſeable. His 
manner is to expreſs himſelf ſurpriſed, 
at the chearful countenance of a man 


whom he obſeryes diffident of himſelf; 


and generally by that means makes his 
lye a truth, He will, as if he did not 
know any thing of the circumitance, 
aſk one whom he knows at variance 


with another, what is the meaning that 


Mr. Such-a-one, naming his adverſary, 


does not applaud him with that hearti- 


neſs which formerly he has heard him? 


© He ſaid indeed, continues he, © 1 
« would rather have that man for my 
© friend than any man in England; but 


© for an enemy This melts the per- 


ſon he talks to, who expected nothing 


but downright raillery from that ſide. 
According as he ſees his practices ſuc- 


ceed, he goes to the oppoſite party, and 


tells him, he cannot imagine how it 
happens that ſome people know one 
another ſo little; you ſpoke with ſo much 
© coldneſs of a gentleman who ſaid more 
good of you, than, let me tell you, any 


© man living deſerves.* The ſucceſs of 


one of theſe incidents was, that the next 
time that one of the adverfer i 4 
the other; he hems after nin the 
public ſtreet, and ther putt crack 
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bottle at the next tavern, that uſed to 
turn out of the other's way to avoid one 
another's eye-ſnot. He will tell one 
beauty ſhe was commended by another; 
nay, he will ſay ſhe gave the woman he 
ſpeaks to, the preference in a particular 
for which ſhe herſelf is admired. The 
pleaſanteſt confuſion imaginable is made 


through the whole town by my friend's. 


indirect offices; you ſhall have a viſt re- 
turned after a half year's abſence, and 


mutuah railing at each other every day 


of that time. They meet with a thou- 
Jand lamentations for ſo long a ſepara- 
tion, each party naming herſelf for the 
greateſt delinquent, if the other can 
poſſibly be ſo good as to forgive her, 
which ſhe has no reaſon in the world, 


but from the knowledge of her goodneſs, 


to hope for. Very often a whole train 
of railers of each ſide tire their horſes in 
ſetting matters right which they have 
fad during the war between the parties; 
and a whole circle of acquaintance are 
put into a thouſand pleaſing paſſions 


and ſentiments, inſtead of the pangs of 


anger, envy, detraction, and malice. 
The worſt evil I ever obſerved this 


man's falſhood occaſion, has been that 
he turned detraction into flattery., He 


is well ſkilled in the manners of the 
world, and by overlooking what men 
really are, he grounds his artifices upon 
what they have a mind to be. Upon 


this foundation, if two diſtant friends 
are brought together, and the cement 


teems to be weak, he never 1elts until 
he finds new appearances to take off all 


remains of ill-will, and that by new 


miſunderſtandings they are thoroughly 
reconciled, e N 
TO THE SPECTATOR. 


SIRg DEVONSHIRE, NOV. 14, 1711. 


: T HERE arrived in this neighbour— 


hood two days ago one of your gay 
gentlemen of the town, who being at- 


tended at his entry with a fervant of 
his own, beſides a countryman he had 
taken up for a guide, excited the curio- 


ſity of the village to learn whence and 
what he might be. The countryman, 
to whom they applied as moſt eaſy of 
acceſs, knew little more than that the 


gentleman came from London to travel 
and fee faſhions, and was, as he heard 
ſay, a free-thinker; what religion that 
might be, he could not tell; and for his 


dwen part, if they had not told him the 


man was a free-thinker, he fhould hays 
gueſſed, by his way of talking, he was 
a little better than a heathen; excepting 
only that he had been a good gentleman 
to him, and made him drunk twice in 
one day, over and above what they had 
bargained for, | 

I do not look upon the ſimplicity of 
this, and ſeveral odd inquiries with 
which I ſhall not trouble you to be won- 
dered at; much leſs can I think that our 
youths of fine wit, and enlarged under- 
ſtandings, have any reaſon to laugh. 
There is no neceſſity that every *(quire 
in Great Britain ſhould know what the 
word Free-thinker ſtands for; but it 
were much to be wifhed, that they who 
value themſelves upon that conceited 


title were a little better inſtructed in 


what it ought to ſtand for; and that they 
would not perſuade themſelves a man is 
really and truly a free thinker in any 
tolerable ſenſe, merely by virtue of his 
being an atheiſt, or an infidel of any 
other diſtinction. It may be doubted 
with good reaſon, whether there ever 
was in nature a more abject, laviſh, 
and bigotted generation, than the tribe 
of Beaux Eſprits, at preſent ſo prevail- 
ing in this iſland, Their pretenſion to 
be free- thinkers, is no other than rakes 


have to be free-livers, and ſavages to 


be free-men; that is, they can think 
whatever they have à mind to, and give 
themſelves up to whatever” conceit the 


extravagancy of their inclination, or 


their fancy, ſhall ſuggeſt; they can think 
as wildly as they talk and act, and will 
not endure that their wit ſhould be con- 
trouled by ſuch formal things as decency 
and common ſenſe: deduction, coher- 
ence, conſiſtency, and all the rules of 
reaſon, they accordingly diſdain, as too 
preciſe and mechanical for men of a li- 
beral education. * | 
This, as far as I could ever learn 
from their writings, or my own obſer⸗ 
vation, is a true account of the Britiſii 
free-thinker. Our viſitant here, who 
gave occaſion to this paper, has brought 
with him a new ſyſtem of common ſenſe, 
the particulars of which I am not yet 
acquainted with, but will loſe no oppor- 
tunity of informing myſelf whether 1t 
contains any thing worth Mr. Specta- 
tor's notice. In the mean time, Sir, I 
cannot but think it would be for the 


. good of mankind, if you would take 


this ſubjet into your own conſidera- 
tion, and canvince the hopeful youth ot 
5 | gu: 
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dur nation, that licentiouſneſs is not 
freedom; or, if ſuch a paradox will not 
be underſtood, that a prejudice towards 


atheiſm is not impartiality. T am, Sir, 
your molt humble ſervant, | 
'S ode PHILONOUS, 


Ne CCXXXV. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 


por ARE 


VINCENTEM STREPIT U S=omms 


AWES THE TUMULTUOUS NOISES OF THE PIT» 


HE RE is nothing which lies more 

within the province of a ſpectator 
than public ſhows and diverſions; and 
as among theſe there are none which can 
pretend to vie with thoſe elegant enter- 
tainments that are exhibited in our thea- 
tres, I think it particularly incumbent 
on me to take notice of every thing that 
is remarkable in ſuch numerous and re- 
fined aſſemblies. 

It is obſerved, that of late years there 
has been a certain perſon in the upper 
gallery of the play-houſe, who when he 
is pleaſed with any thing that is acted 
upon the ſtage, expreſſes his approba- 
tion by a loud knock upon the benches 
or the wainſcot, which may be heard 
over the whole theatre. This perſon is 
commonly known by the name of the 
* Trunk-maker in the Upper-gallery.? 
Whether it be, that the blow he gives 


on theſe occaſions reſembles that which 


is often heard in the ſhops of ſuch arti- 
| fans, or that he was ſuppoſed to have 
heen a real trunk-maker, who after the 
finiſhing of his day's work, uſed to un- 
bend his mind at theſe public diverſions 
with his hammer in his hand, I cannot 
certainly tell. There are ſome, I know, 
who have been fooliſh enough to ima- 
gine it is a ſpirit which haunts the up- 


per gallery, and from time to time 


makes thoſe ſtrange noiſes; and the ra- 
ther becauſe he is obſerved to be louder 
than ordinary every time the ghoſt of 
Hamlet appears. Others have reported, 
that it is a dumb man, who has choſen 
this way of uttering himſelf when he is 


tranſported with any thing he fees or 


hears. Others will have it to be the 
play-houſe thunderer, that exerts him- 
ſelf after this manner in the upper gal- 


lery when he has nothing ta do upon 


the roof. | | 
But having made it my buſineſs to get 


the beſt information I could in a matter 


pf this moment, I find that the trunk- 


; 


Hor. Ars Por. v. 87. 
Ros coMMox. 
maker, as he is commonly called, is 2 


large black man, whom nobody knows. 
He generally leans forward on a huge 


_ oaken plant with great attention to every 


thing that paſſes upon the ſtage. He is 
never ſeen to ſmile; but upon hearing 


any thing that pleaſes him, he takes up 


his ſtaff with both hands, and lays it 
upon the next piece of timber that ſtands 


in his way with exceeding vehemence: 
after which he compoſes himſelf in his 


former poſture, until ſuch time as ſome- 
thing new ſets him again at work. 


It has been obſerved, his blow is fo | 


well-timed, that the moſt judicious cri- 


tic could never except againſt it. As 
ſoon as any ſhining thought is expreſſed 


in the poet, or any uncommon grace 


appears in the actor, he ſmites the bench 


or wainſcot. If the audience does not 
concur with him, he ſmites a ſecond 


time, and if the audience is not yet 
awaked, looks round him with great 


wrath, and repeats the blow a third time, 


which never fails to produce the clap. 


He ſometimes lets the audience begin the 


clap of themſelves, and at the concluſion 


of their applauſe ratifies it with a ſingle 

thwack, _ „ : 
He is of ſo great uſe to the play-houſe, 

that it is ſaid a former director of it, 


upon his not being able to pay his at- 


tendance by reaſon of ſickneſs, kept one 


in pay to officiate for him until ſuch 
time as he recovered; but the perſon fo. 
employed, though he laid about him 
with incredible violence, did it in fuch 


wrong places, that the audience ſoon 


found out that it was not their old friend 


the trunk- maker. | 


It has been remarked, that he has not 
yet exerted himſelf with vigour this ſea- 
ſon, He ſometimes plies at the opera; 


and upon Nicolini's firſt appearance, 
was {aid to have demoliſhed three benches 


in the fury of his applauſe. He has i 


broken half a dozen oaken planks upon 
| | Dogget, 
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Dogget, and ſeldom goes away from a 
tragedy of Shakeſpeare, without leaving 
the wainſcot extremely ſhattered. 

The players do not only connive at 
his obſtreperons approbatien, but very 
chearfully repair at their own colt what. 
ever damages he makes. They had once 
a thought of erecting a kind of wooden 


anvil for his uſe, that ſhould be made of 


a very ſounding plank, in order to ren- 
der his ftrokes more deep and mellow; 


but as this might not have been diſtin. 
guiſhed from the muſic of a kettle- 


drum, the project was laid aſide. 
In the mean while, I cannot but take 
notice of the great uſe it is to an audi- 


ence, that a perſon ſhould thus preſide 


over their heads like the director of a 
concert, in order to awaken their atten - 


tion, and beat time to their applauſes; 
or, to raiſe my ſimile, I have ſometimes 


fancied the trunk-maker in the upper 


gallery to be like Virgil's. ruler of the 


winds, ſeated upon the top of a moun- 
tain, who when he ſtruck his ſceptre 
upon the ſide of it, rouſed an hurricane, 


and ſet the whole cavern in an uproar. 


It is certain the trunk- maker has ſaved 


many a good play, and brought many a 
graceful actor into veputation, who. 

would not otherwiſe have been taken 
notice of. It is very viſible, as the au- 
. dience is not a little abaſhed, if they find 


themſelves betrayed into a clap, when 


their friend in the upper gallery does not 
come into it; ſo the actors do not value 


themſelves upon the clap, but regard it 


as a mere brutum fulmen, or empty noiſe, 
_ When it has not the ſound of the oaken 


plant in it. I know it has been given 
out by thoſe who are enemies to the 
trunk-maker, that he has ſometimes 


been bribed to be inthe intereſt of a bad 


poet or a vicious player; but this is a 
ſurmiſe which has no foundation; his 
ſtrokes are always juſt, and his admoni. 
tions ſeaſonable; he does not deal about 
his blows at random, but always hits 
the right nail upon the head. The in- 
expreſſible force wherewith he lays them 
on, ſufficiently ſhews the evidence and 
ſtrengch of his conviction. His zeal for 
a good author is indeed outrageous, and 
breaks down every fence and partition, 
every board and plank, that ſtands with- 
in the expreſſion of his applauſe, 


As I do not care for terminating my 


thoughts in barren ſpeculations, or in 
reports of pure matter of fact, without 
drawing ſomething from them for the 
advantage of my countrymen, I ſhall 
take the liberty to make an humble pro- 
poſal, that whenever the trunk-maker 
ſhall depart this life, or whenever he 


ſhall have loft the ſpring of his arm by 


ſickneſs, old age, infirmity, or the like, 
ſome able-bodied critic ſhould be ad- 


vanced to this poſt, and have a compe- 


tent ſalary ſettled on him for life, to be 


furniſhed with bamboos for operas, 
_ crabtree-cudgels for comedies, and oak- 


en plants for tragedy, at the public ex- 
pence. And to the end that this place 
ſhould be always diſpoſed of according 
to merit, I would have none preferred to 
it, who has not given convincing proofs 
both of a ſound judgment and a ſtrong 
arm, and who could not, upon occaſion, 
either knock down an ox, or write a 
comment upon Horace's Art of Poetry. 
In ſhort, IT would have him a due com- 
poſition of Hercules and Apollo, and to 
rightly qualified for this important of- 


fice, that the trunk-maker may not be 


miſſed by our poſterity. C 


Ne COXXXVI. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 


DARE JURA MARITIS. | 


Hos. Ars PogrT. v. 398. 8 


| WITH LAWS CONNUBIAL TYRANTS TO RESTRAIN, 


MR. SPECTATORz . 


ob have not ſpoken in ſo direct 


a manner upon the ſubject of 


Marriageas that important caſe deſerves. 
It would not be improper to oblerve 


upon the peculiarity in the youth af 


Great Britain, of railing and laughing 
at that inſtitution; and when they fall 


into it, from a profligate habit of mind, 


being inſenſible of the ſatis faction in 


that way of life, and treating their wives 
with the moſt barbarous diſreſpect. 


Particular circumſtances and caſt of 


temper, muſt teach a man the probabi- 
lity of mighty uneaſineſſes in that ſtate, 
for unqueſtionably ſome there are whole 


very diſpoſitions are ſtrangely averſe to 


conjugal friendſhip; but no one, I be- 


live, is by his own natural complexion 
prompted to teaze and torment another 
for no reaſon but being nearly allied 
to him: and can there be any thing more 
baſe, or ſerve to {fink a man fo much be- 
jow his own diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtic, 
I mean reaſon, than returning evil for 
good in ſo open à manner, as that of 
treating an helpleſs creature with un - 
kindneſs, who has had ſo good an opi- 
nion of him as to believe what he aid 
relating to one of the greateſt concerns 
of life, by delivering ker happineſs in 
this world to his care and protection? 
Muſt not that man be abandoned even 
to all manner of humanity, who can 
deceive a woman with appearances of 
affection and Kindneſs, for no other end 
but to torment her with more eaſe and 
authority? Is any thing more unlike a 
gentleman, than when his honour is en- 


becauſe nothing but that can oblige him 
to it, to become afterwards falſe to bis 
word, and be alone the occaſion of mi- 
ſery to one whole happineſs he but lately 
pretended was dearer to him than his 
own? Ought ſuch a one to be truſted in 
his common affairs, or treated hut as 
one whoſe honeſty conſiſted only in his 
incapacity of being otherwiſe? | 
There is one cauſe of this uſage no 


place among the more unthinking meu; 


friends free and at liberty, and without 
thoſe trammels they have fo much ridi- 
culed. To avoid this they fly into the 
other extreme, and grow tyrants that 
they may ſeem maſters. Becauſe an un- 
controulable command of their own ac 
tions is a certain ſign of intire domi- 


from the government even in one mulcle 
of their faces. A kind look they be- 
lieve would be fawning, and a civil an- 
l\eer yielding the ſupertority. To this 
mult we attribute an auſterity they be- 


ingly pleaſant every where elſe? The 
bitterneſs of his replies, and the ſeverity 
of his frowns to the tendereſt of wives, 


ed fear of being thought too ſubmiſſive, 
is at the bottom of this, as I am willing 
to call it, affected moroſeneſs; but if it 
be ſuch only, put on to convince his ac- 
quaintance of his intire dominion, let 


caged for tne performing his promiſes, 


leſs abſurd than common, which takes 


and that is the deſire to appear to their 


nion, they will not fo much as recede 


tray in every action: what but this can 
put a man out of humour in his wife's 
company, though he 1s fo diſtinguiſn- 


clearly demonſtrate, that an ill-ground- 
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him take care of the conſequence, which 
witl be certain, and worſe than the pre- 
fent evil; his feeming indifference will 


by degrees grow into real contempt, 


and, if it doth not wholly alienate the 
affections of his wife for ever from him, 
make both him and her more miſerable 
than if it really did fo, | 

However inconſiſtent it may appear, 
to be thought a well bred perſon, has 
no ſmall ſhare in this clowniſh beha- 
viour: a diſcourſe therefore relating to 
good- breeding towards a loving and a 


tender wife, would be of great uſe to 


this ſort of gentlemen. Could you but 
once convince them, that to be civil at 
leaſt is not beneath the character of a 
gentleman, nor even tender affection 
towards one who would make it re- 
ciprocal, betrays any ſoftneſs or effemi- 


nacy that the moſt maſculine diſpoſition 


need be aſhamed of; could you ſatisfy 
them of the generoſity of voluntary 
civility, and the greatneſs of ſoul that 
is covfpicuaus in benevolence without 


immediate obligations; could you re- 


commend to people's practice the ſay- 


ing of the gentleman quoted in one of 
your ſpeculations, *© That he thought 
© it incumbent upon him to make the 
* inclinations cf a woman of merit go 


* along with her duty:”” could yon, I 
ſay, per ſuade theſe men of the beauty 
and reaſonableneſs of this ſort of be- 
haviour, I have ſo much charity for 
ſome of them at leaſt, to believe you 


would convince them of a thing they 


are only aſhamed to allow: befides, you 


would recommend that ſtate in it's trueſt, 
and conſequently it's moſt agreeable _ 
colours; and the gentlemen who have 


for any time been ſuch profeſſed enemies 


to it, when occation ſhould ſerve, would 
return you their thanks for aſſiſting 


their intereſt in prevailing over their pre- 
judices. Marriage in general would by 


this means be a more eaſy and comfor- 


table condition; the huſband would be 
no where fo well ſatisfied as in his own 


parlour, nor the wife ſo pleaſant as in 


the company of her huſband: a deſire 


of being agreeable in the lover would 


be increaſed in the huſband, and the 
miſtreſs be more amiable by becoming 
the wife. Beſides all which, I am apt 
to believe we ſhould find the race of men 
grow wiſer as their progenitors grew 
kinder, and the affection of their parents 


would be conſpicuous in the wiſdom of 


their children; in ſhort, men would in 
general 


* 


£ 
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„ MR. SPECTATOR, 


| I Am a woman who left the admiration 


of this whole town, to throw myſelf, 
for love of wealth, into the arms of a 
fool. When I married him, I could 


have had any one of ſeveral] men of ſenſe 


* 


who languiſhed for me; but my caſe is 
Juſt, I believed my ſuperior underſtand- 
ing would form him into a tractable 
creature. But, alas, my ſpouſe has 
cunning and ſuſpicion, the inſeparable 
companions of little minds; and every 
attempt I make to divert, by putting on 
an agreeable air, a ſudden chearfulneſs, 


or kind behaviour, he looks upon as the 


firſt acts towards an inſurred ion againſt 
his undeſerved dominion over me. Let 
every one who is ſtill to chooſe, and 


hopes to govern a fool, remember, 


TRISTISSA. 
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general be much better humoured than 
they are, did not they ſo frequently ex- 
erciſe the worſt turns of their temper 
where they ought to exert the beſt. 


sT. MARTINS, NOVEMEER 26. 
MR. SPECTATOR. 

HIS is to complain of an evil prac- 

* tice which I think very well delerves 
a redreſs, though you have not as yet 
taken any notice of it: if you mention 
it in your paper, it may perhaps have » 
very good effect. What I mean is the 
diſturbance ſome people give to others 
at church, by their repetition of the pray. 
ers, after the miniſter, and that not only 
in the prayers, but alſo the abſolution 
and the commandments fare no better, 
which are in a particular manner the 
prieſt's office: this I have known done 
in ſo audible a manner, that ſometimes 
their voices have been as loud to his, 
As litttle as you would think it, this is 
frequently done by people ſeemingly de- 
vout. This irreligious inadvertency is 
a thing extremely offenſive; but I do 


not recommend it as a thing I give you 


liberty to ridicule, but hope it may be 
amended by the bare mention. 
Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
e ey TO 6 $3.7 


Ne CCxxxVII. SATURDAY, DECEMBER «x, 


VISU CAKENTEM MAGNA PARS, VERI LATET» SENECA IN OEDIr. 


TRUTH IS IN A GREAT MEASURE CONCEALED FROM THE BLIND, 


IT is very reaſonable to believe, that 

part of the pleaſure which happy 
minds ſhall enjoy in a future ſtate, will 
ariſe from an enlarged contemplation of 
the divine wiſdom in the government of 


the world, and a diſcovery of the ſecret 
and amazing Reps of Providence, from 


the beginning to the end of time. No- 


thing leems to be an entertainment more 


adapted to the nature of man, if we con- 


ider that curioſity is one of the ſtrongeſt 
and molt laiting appetites implanted in 


us, and that adm:ration is one of our 


molt plealing paſhons; and what a per- 


petual ſucceſſion of enjoyments will be 


10 delightful a proſpect ! 


afforded to both theſe; in a ſcene ſo large 


and various as ſhall then be laid open 
to our view in the ſociety of ſuperior 
{pirits, who perhaps will join with us in 
It is not impoſſible, on the contrary, 
that part of the puniſhment of ſuch as are 
excluded from bliſs, may conſiſt, not 


only in their being denied this privilege, 


but in having their appetites at the ſame 


| them. | 


time vaſtly increaſed, without any ſatisfac- 
tion afforded to them. 
purſuit of knowledge ſhall, perhaps, add 
to their infelicity, and bewilder them in- 


to labyrinths of error, darkneſs, diſ- 


traction, and uncertainty of every thing 
but their own evil ſtate, Milton has 
thus repreſented the fallen angels reaſon- 
ing together in a kind of reſpite from their 
torments, and creating to themſelves 4 
new diſquiet amidf their very amule- 


ments; he could not properly have de- 


ſcribed the ſports of condemned ſpirits, 
without that caſt of horror and mejan- 
choly he has ſo judiciouſly mingled wilt 


Others apart ſat on a hill retired, | 

In thoughts more elevate, and reaſun'd high 
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
Fixt fate, free will, foreknowledge abſolute, 


And found no end in wandering mazes loft. 


In our preſent condition, which is 2 
middle ſtate, our minds are, as it were, 


chequered 


U a uo BY , © 


In theſe, the vaio 


FTE OE Rt 7 ITT TT un — — 


chequered with truth and falſhood; and 
23 our faculties. are narrow, and our 
views imperfe&, it is impoſſible but our 
curioſity muſt meet with many repulſes. 
The buſineſs of mankind in this life be- 
ing rather to act than to know, their 
rtion of knowledge is dealt to them 
accordingly. | 3 

From hence it is, that the reaſon of 
the inquiſitive has ſo long been exerciſed 
with difficulties, in accounting for the 
romiſcuous diſtribution of good and 
evil to the virtuous and the wicked in 
this world. From hence come all thoſe 
pathetic complaints of ſo many tragical 
events, which happen to the wiſe and 
the good; and of ſuch ſurpriſing pro- 
ſperity, which is often the reward of the 
guilty and the fooliſh; that reaſon is 
{ometimes puzzled, and at a loſs what 
to pronounce upon fo myſterious a diſ- 
penſation. „ 
Plato expreſſes his abhorrence of ſome 
fables of the poets, which ſeem to re- 
flect on the gods as the authors of in- 
juſtice; and lays it down as a principle, 
that whatever is permitted to befal a juſt 
man, whether poverty, ſickneſs, or any 
of thoſe things which ſeem to be evils, 
ſhall either in life or death conduce to 
his good. My reader will obſerve how 
agreeable this maxim is to what we find 
delivered by a over amen Ve Seneca 
has written a diſcourſe purpoſely on this 
ſubje&, in which he takes pains, after 
the doctrine of the Stoics, to ſhew that 
adverſity is not in itſelf an evil; and 
mentions a noble ſaying of Demetrius, 


than a man who had never known 
© affl:Qtion.” He compares proſperity 
to the indulgence of a fond mother to a 
child, which often proves his ruin; but 
the affection of the divine Being to that 


ſons exerciſed with labour, diſappoint- 
ment, and pain, that they may gather 


On this occation the philoſopher riſes in- 
to that celebrated ſentiment -“ That 
* there is not on earth a ſpectacle more 
* worthy the regard of a Creator intent 
* on his works than a brave man ſupe- 
* rior to his ſufferings;* to which he 
adds, that it muſt be a pleaſure to Ju- 
piter himſelf to look down from heaveg, 
and ſee Cato, amidſt the ruins of his 
country, preſerving his integrity. 

his thought will appear yet more 
reaſonable, it we conſider human life as 
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_ goodneſs, and exalt his wiſdom, 


© That nothing would be more unhappy 


of a wiſe father who would have his 


ſtrength and improve their fortitude. 
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a ſtate of probation, and adverſity as 
the poſt of honour in it, aſſigned often 
to the beſt and molt ſelect ſpirits. 

But what I would chiefly inſiſt on 
here, is, that we are not at preſent in a 
proper ſituation to judge of the counſels 
by whieh Providence acts, fince but little 
arrives at our knowledge, and even that 
little we diſcern imperfectly; or accord- 
ing to the elegant figure in holy writ, 
We ſee but in part, and as in a glaſs 


* darkly,” It is to be conſidered that 


providence in it's ceconomy regards the 
whole ſyſtem of time, and things to- 
gether, ſo that we cannot diſcover the 
beautiful connexion between incidents 
which lie widely ſeparated in time, and 
by loſing ſo many links of the chain, 
our reaſonings become broken and im- 
perfect. Thus thoſe parts of the moral 


world which have not an abſolute, may 


yet have a relative beauty, in reſpect of 
ſome other parts concealed from us, but 
open to his eye before whom * paſt, 
« preſent, and to come, are ſet together 
in one point of view: and thoſe events, 
the permiſſion of which ſeems now to 
accuſe his goodneſs, may in the cone 
ſummation of things both magnify his 
And 
this is enough to check our preſumption, 
ſince it is 1n vain to apply our meaſures 
of regularity to matters of which we 
know neither the antecedents nor the 
conlequents, the beginning nor the eng. 
I ſhall relieve my readers from this 
abſtracted thought, by relating here a 
Jewiſh tradition concerning Moſes, 
which ſeems to be a kind of parable, 
illuftrating what I have laſt mentioned. 
That great prophet, it is ſaid, was called 
up by a voice . heaven to the top of 
a mountain; where, in a conference 
with the ſupreme Being, he was per- 
mitted to propoſe to him ſome queſtions _ 
concerning his adminſtration of the uni- 
verſe. In the midſt of this divine colloquy 
he was commanded to look down on the 
plain below. At the foot of the moun- 
tain there iſſued out a clear ſpring of wa- 
ter, at which a ſoldier alighted from his 


| horſe to drink. He was no ſooner gone 


than a little boy came to the ſame place, 
and finding a purſe of gold which the 
ſoldier had dropped, took it up and went 
away with it. Immediately after this 
came an infirm old nian, weary with age 
and travelling, and having quenched his 
thirſt, fat down to reit himſelf by the 
ſide of the ſpring. The ſoldier miſſing 
| e „„ 
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demands it of the old man, who affirms 
he had not ſeen it, and appeals to Heaven 
in witnels of his innocence. The ſol- 
dier not believing his proteſtations, kills 
him. Moſes fell on his face with horror 
and amazement, when the divine voice 


thus prevented his expoſtulation; Be 
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his purſe, returns to ſearch for it, and 


not ſurpriſed, Moſes, nor aſk why the 
Judge of the whole earth has ſuffer: 
this thing to come to paſs: the child 
is the occaſion that the blood of the cl 
man is ſpilt; but know, that the old 
man whom thou ſaweſt, was the mur- 
derer of that child's father,” . 

| | ; 0 
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Ne CCxXXVIII. MONDAY, DECEMBER 3. 


NEQUICQUAM POPULO BIBULAS DONAVERIS AURES; 


| RESPUE UYOD NON ES 


PERSIUS, SAT. IV. VER. 50, 


' PLEASE NOT THYSELF THE FLATT'RING CROWD TO HEAR 
*'TIS FULSOME STUFF, TO PLEASE THY ITCHING EAR, 


SURVEY THY SOUL, NOT WHAT THOU DOST APPEAR, 


BUT. WHAT THOU ART». — 


_ A MON all the diſeaſes of the 
mind, there is not one more epi- 
demica] or mare pernicious than the 
love of flattery. For as where the juices 
of the body are prepared to receive a ma- 
lignant influence, there the diſeaſe rages 


with moſt violence; ſo in this diſtemper 
of the mind, where there is ever a pro- 
penſity and inclination to ſuck in the 


poiſon, it cannot be but that the whole 
order of reaſonable action muſt be over- 


turned; for, like muſic, it 


o ſoftens and diſarms the mind, 
That not one arrow can reſiſtance find. 


Firſt we flatter ourſelves, and then the 
flattery of others is ſure of ſucceſs. It 


awakens our ſelf- love within, a party 
which is ever ready to revolt from our 


* 


better judgment, and join the enemy 


without. Hence it is, tliat the profu- 
ſion of favours we ſo often ſee poured 
upon the paraſite, are repreſented to us, 


by our ſelf- love, as juſtice done to the 


man, who ſo agreeably reconciles us to 
ourtelves. When we are overcome by 
ſuch ſoft inſinuations and enſnaring com- 


pliances, we gladly recompenſe the ar- 


tifices that are made uſe of to blind our 


reaſon, and which triumph over the 


weakneſſes of our temper and inclina- 


But were every man perſuaded from 
how mean and low a principle this paſ- 
ſion is derived, there can be no doubt 
but the perſon who ſhould attempt to 
gratify it, would then be as contemptible 
as he is now ſucceſsful. It is the deſire 
of ſome quality we are not poſſeſſed of, 
er inclization to be ſomething we are 
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not, which are the cauſes of our giving 
ourſelves up to that man, who beſtows 


upon us the characters and qualities of 
others; which perhaps ſuit us as ill, and 


were as little deſigned for our wearing, 
as their cloaths. Inſtead of going out 


of our own complexional nature into 


that of others, it were a better and more 
laudable induſtry to improve our own, 
and inſtead of a miſerable copy become 
a good original; for there is no temper, 


no diſpoſition ſo rude and untractable, 
but may in it's own peculiar caſt and 
turn be brought to ſome agreeable uſe 


in converſation, or in the affairs of life. 


A perſon. of a rougher deportment, and 


O 


Teſs tied up to the uſual ceremonies of 
behaviour, will, like Manly in the play, 
pleaſe by the grace which nature gives 


to every action wherein ſhe is complied 
with; the briſk and lively will not want 
their admirers, and even a. more reſerved 
and melancholy temper may at ſome 


times be agreeable. - 


When there is not vanity enough 
awake in a man to undo him, the flat- 
terer ſtirs up that dormant weakneſs, 
and inſpires him with merit enough to 


be a coxcomb. But if flattery be the 5 


moſt ſordid act that can be complied 
with, the art of praifing juſtly is as 
commendable: for it is laudable to praiſe 


well; as poets at one and the fame time 


give immortality, and receive it then 


ſelves for a reward: both are pleaſcd, 


the one whilſt he receives the recom- 
pence of merit; the other whiltt he ſhev s 
he knows how to diſcern it; but beve 
all, that man is happy in this art, wh, 
like a ſkilful painter, retains the fez- 
| | | | tures 
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35 and complexion, but ſtill ſoftens 
the picture into the moſt agreeable 
likeneſs. | 


There can as I believe, be ima- 
1 


gined a more de rable pleaſure, than 
that of praiſe unmixed with any poſſi- 
bility of flattery. Such was that which 
Germanicus enjoyed, when, the night 


before a battle, deſirous of ſome ſincere . 


mark of the eſteem of his legions for 
him, he is deſcribed by Tacitus liſten- 
inz in a diſguiſe to the diſcourſe of a 
ſoldier, and wrapt up in the fruition of 
his glory, whilſt with an undeſigned ſin- 
cerity they praiſed his noble and ma- 
jeltic mien, his affability, his valour, 
conduct, and ſucceſs in war. How 
muſt a man have his heart full blown 
with joy in ſuch an article of glory as 
this? What a ſpur and encouragement 


ill to proceed in thoſe ſteps which had 


already brought him to fo pure a taſte 


of the greateſt of mortal enjoyments? 
It ſometimes happens, that even ene- 
mies and envious perſons beſtow the 


ſincereſt marks of eſteem when they 


leaſt defign it. Such afford a greater 
pleaſure, as extorted by merit, and freed 
from all ſuſpicion of favour or flattery. 
Thus it is with Malvolio; he has wit, 
learning, 'and diſcernment, but tem- 
pered with an allay of envy, ſelf-love, 
and detraction: Malvolio turns pale at 
the mirth and good-humour of the com- 
pany, if it center not in his perſon; he 
grows jealous and diſpleaſed when he 
ceaſes to be the only perſon admired, 
and looks upon the commendations paid 
to another as a detraction from his me- 
rit, and an attempt to leſſen the ſupe- 
riority he affects; but by this very me- 
thod, he beſtows ſuch praiſe as can 
never he ſuſpected of flattery. His un- 


eaſineſs and diſtaſtes are ſo many ſure 


and certain ſigns of another's title to 
that glory he deſires, and has the mor- 
tification to find himſelt not poſſeſſed of. 

A good name is fitly compared to a 


precious ointment, and when we are 
praiſed with ſkill and decency, it is in- 


deed the moſt agreeable perfume; but 
if too ſtrongly admitted into a brain of 
a leſs yigorous and happy texture, it 
will, like too ſtrong an odour, overcome 
the ſenſes, and prove pernicious to thoſe 
nerves it was intended to refreſh, A 
generous mind 1s of all others the moſt 
ſenſihle of praiſe and diſpraiſe; and a 
noble ſpirit is as much invigorated with 
its due proportion of honour and ap- 


[ 


plauſe, as it is depreſſed by negle& and 
contempt : but it is only - perſons far 
above the common level who-are thus 
affected with either of theſe extremes 
as in a thermometer, it is only the pureſt 
and moſt ſublimated ſpirit that is either 
contracted or dilated by the benignity or 
inclemency of the ſeaſon, 


* 
MR. SPECTATOR, 


THE tranſlations which you have 

lately given us from the Greek, in 
ſome of your laſt papers, have been the 
occaſion of my looking into ſome of 
thoſe authors; among whom I chanced 


on a collection of letters which paſs 


under the name of Ariſtznetus. Of all 
the remains of antiquity, I believe there 
can be nothing produced of an air ſo 
gallant and polite ; each letter contains 


a little novel or adventüre, which is 


told with all the beauties of language, 
and heightened with a luxuriance of 
wit, There are ſeveral of them tranſ- 


lated, but with fuch wide deviations. 


from the original, and in a ſtile fo far 


_ differing from the author's, that the 
_ tranſlator ſeems rather to have taken 
hints for the expreſſing his own ſenſe 
and thoughts, than to have endeavoured. 


to render thoſe of Ariltznetus. In the 
following tranſlation, I have kept as 
near the meaning of the Greek as I 


could, and have only added a few words 


to make the ſentences in Engliſh fit to- 
gether a little better than they would 
otherwiſe have done, The ſtory feems 
to be taken from that of Pigmalion and 


the ſtatue in Ovid: ſome of the thoughts 
are of the ſame turn, and the whole is 


written in a kind of poetical proſe. 


THILO IN AX TO CHROMATION, 


N EVER was man more overcome 
with ſo fantaſtical a paſſion as mine. 


I have painted a beautiful woman, and 


am deſpairing, dying for the picture. 


My own {kill has undone me; it is not 
the dart of Venus, but my own pencil 
has thus wounded me, Ah me! with 
what anxiety am I neceſſitated to adore 


my own idol! How milerable am I, 
whilft every one mult as much pity the 
painter as he praiſes the picture, and. 


own my torment more than equal to my 
art! But why do I thus complain? Have 


there not been more unhappy and m- 


natural paſſions than mine? Yes, I have 


ſeen the repreſentations of Phædra, Nar- 
11 Paſiphae. Phedra was un- 


happy | 


eiſſus, an 
3Mz 
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happy in her love; that of Paſiphae was 
monſtrous; and whilſt the other caught 
at his beloved likeneſs, he deſtroyed the 
watery image, which ever eluded his 
embraces, The fountain repreſented 
Narciſſus to himſelf, and the picture 
both that and him, thirſting after his 
adored image. But J am yet leſs un- 
happy, I enjoy her preſence continually, 
and if I touch her, I deftroy not the 
beauteous torm, but ſhe looks pleaſed, 
and a ſweet ſmile fits in the charming 
ſpace which divides her lips. One would 
| 1 that voice and ſpeech were iſſuing 
out, and that one's ears felt the melo- 
dious ſound. How often have I, de- 
ceived by a lover's credulity, hearkened 
if ſhe had not ſomething to whiſper me? 
and when fruſtrated of my hopes, how 
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often have I taken my revenge in kiſſis 
from her cheeks and eyes, and ſoftly 
wooed her to my embrace, whillt ſhe, 


as to me it ſeemed, only with-held her 


80 e. the more to inflame me? But, 
madman that I am, ſha!l I be thus taken 


with the repreſentation only of a beau- 


teous face, and flowing hair, and thus 
waſte myſelf, and melt to tears for a 


ſhadow? Ah, ſure it is ſomething more, 


it is a reality! for ſee her beauties ſhine 
out with new Inſtre, and ſhe ſeems to 
upbraid me with unkind reproaches, 
Oh may I have a living miſtreſs of this 
form, that when I ſhall compare the 
work of nature with that of art, I may 
be ſtill at a loſs which to chuſe, and be 
long perplexed with the pleaſing uncer- 


tainty! 


No CCXXXIX. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4: 


—.L., 0RRIDA RZLTLAI 


WARS, HORRID WARS! 


I Have fi onfetimes amuſed m yſelf with 
conſidering the ſeveral methods of 


managing a debate which have obtained 


in the world. 
The firſt races of mankind uſed to 
diſpute, as our ordinary people do now- 


a days, in a kind of wild logic, uncul- 


t:vated hy rules of art. - 
Socrates introduced a catechetical me 
thod of arguing. He would aſk his 
adverſary queſtion upon queſtion, until 
he had convinced him out ef his own 
mouth that his opinions were wrong, 
This way of debating drives an enemy 
up into a corner, ſeizes all the paſſes 
through which he can make an eicape, 
and forces him to ſurrender at diſcretion. 


Ariſtotle changed this method of at- 


tack, and invented a great variety of 
little weapons, called Syllogiſms. As 


in the Socratic way of diſpute you agree 


to every thing which your opponent ad- 


- Yances, in the Arittoteiic you are ſtill 


denying and contradicting ſome part or 
other of what be ſays. Socrates con- 
quers you by firatagem, Ariſtotle by 
force: the one takes the town by ſap, 
the other ſword in hand. | 

The univerſities of Europe, for many 


years, carried on their debates by fyllo- 


giſm, inſomuch that we ſee the Know- 
ledge of ſeveral centuries laid out into 
objections and anſwers, and all the good 


of Ariſtotle. 


mentum Baſilinum, others write it Ba- 


VIRũ G. Ex. VI. VER» 86. 


DayDEN, 


| ſenſe of the age cut and minced into 
almoſt an infinitude of diſtinctions. 


When our univerſities found that 
there was no end of wrangling this way, 
they invented a kind of argument, which 
is not reducible to any mood or figure 
It was called the Argu— 


cilinum or Baculinum, which 1s pretty 
wellexprefſed in our Engliſh word, Club- 
law. When they were not able to con- 
tute their antagoniſt, they knocked him 
down, It was their method in these 
polemical debates, firſt to diſcharge their 
ſyllogiſms, and afterwards to betake 
themlelves- to their clubs, until ſuch 
time as they had one way or other con- 
founded their gainſavers. There is in 


Oxford a narrow defile, to make uſe of 


a military term, where the partiſans 
uſed to encounter, for which reafon it 
ſtil] retains the name of Logic Lane. 


I have heard an old gentleman, a phy/i- 


cian, make his boaſts, that when he was 


a young fellow he marched ſeveral times 
at the head of a troop of Scotiſts, and 


cudgelled a body of Smigleſians half the 


length of High Street, until they had 


diſperſed themſelves for ſhelter into their 
reſpective gartiſons. 
This humour, I find, went very far 
in Eraſmus's time. For that author 
tells us, that upon the revival of Gteck 
| ; letters, 


Smithfield, 


— 
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letters, moſt of the univerſities of Eu- 
rope were divided into Greeks and 
Trojans. - The latter were thoſe who 
bore a mortal enmity to the, language 
of the Grecians, inſomuch that if they 
met with any who underſtood it, they 


did not fail to treat him as a foe. Eraſ- 


mus himſelf had, it ſeems, the misfor- 
tune to fall into the hands of a party of 
Trojans, who laid on him with fo many 
blows and buffets, that he never forgot 
their hoſtilities to his dying day. 
There is a way of managing an ar- 
gument not much unlike the former, 
which is made uſe of by ſtates and com- 


munities, when they draw up a hundred 


thouſand diſputants on each fide, and 
convince one another by dint- of ſword. 
A certain grand monarch was fo ſenſi- 
ble of his ſtrength in this way of rea- 
ſoning, that he writ upon his great guns 
—* Ratio ultima Regum—T he Logic 
© of Kings;' but, God be thanked, he 
is now pretty well baffled at his own 
weapons. When one has to do with a 


« philoſopher of this kind, one ſhould re- 


member the old gentleman's ſaying, who 
had been engaged in an argument with 
one of the Roman emperors. Upon his 
friend's telling him, that he wondered 
he would give up the queſtion, when he 
had viſibly the better of the diſpute 
] am never aſhamed,” ſays he, to be 


* confuted by one who is maſter of fifty | 


© legions.” 


I ſhall but juſt mention another kind 


of reaſoning, which may be called ar- 
guing by poll; and another which is of 
equal force, in which wagers are made 
ule of as arguments, according to the 
celebrated line in Hudibras. e 
But the moſt notable way of manag- 
ing a controverſy, is that which we may 
call arguing by torture. This is a me- 
thod of reaſoning which has been made 


uſe of with the poor refugees, and 


which was fo faſhionable in our country 
during the reign of Queen Mary, that 
in a paſſage of an author quoted by 
Monſteur Bayle, it is ſaid the price of 
wood was raiſed in England, by reaſon 
of the executions that were made in 
Theſe diſputants convince. 
their adverſaries with a Sorites, com- 
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monly called a pile of faggots. The 
rack is alſo a kind of ſyllogiſm which 
has been uſed with Sad effect, and has 
made multitudes of converts. Men 
were formerly diſputed out of their 
doubts, reconciled to truth by force of 


reaſon, and won over to opinions by the 


candour, ſenſe, and ingenuity of thoſe 
who had the right on their ſide; but this 
method of conviction operated too ſlowly. 
Pain was found to be much more en- 
lightening than reaſon. Every ſcruple 
was looked upon as obſtinacy, and not 
to be removed but by ſeveral engines 
invented for that purpoſe. In a word, 
the application of whips, racks, gibbets, 
gallies, dungeons, fire and faggot, in a 
diſpute, may be looked upon as popiſh 
refinements upon the old heathen logic. 
There is another way of reaſoning 
which ſeldom fails, though it be of a 
quite different nature to that I have lat 
mentioned. I mean, convincing a man 
by ready-money, or as it 1s ordinarily 
called, bribing a man to an opinion. 
This method has often proved ſucceſſ- 
ful, when all the others have been made 


uſe of to no purpoſe. A man who is 


furniſhed with arguments from the 
mint, will convince his antagoniit much 
ſooner than one who draws them from 
reaſon and philoſophy. Gold is a won- 
derful clearer of the underſtanding; it 
diſſipates every doubt and ſcruple in 
an inſtant; accommodates itſelf to the, 
meaneſt capacities; ſilences the loud and 


clamorous, and brings over the moſt 


obitinate and inflexible. Philip of Ma- 


cedon was a man of moſt invincible 


reaſon this way. He refuted by it all 
the wiſdom of Athens, confounded their 
ſtateſmen, ſtruck their orators dumb, 
and at length argued them out of all 
their liberties. oe BE 
Having here touched upon the ſeveral 
methods of diſputing, as they have pre- 
vailed in different ages of the world, I 
ſhall very ſuddenly grve my reader an 
account of the whole art of cavilling; 
which ſhall be a full and ſatisfactory 
anſwer to all ſuch papers and pamphlets 


as have yet appeared againſt the Spec- 


C 


u cx“. 


Mx. SPECTATOR, 
Am of one of the moſt genteel trades 
p in the city, and underſtand thus 
much of liberal education, as to have 
an ardent ambition of being uſeful 
to mankind, and to think that the 
chief end of being as to this life. I 
had theſe good impreſſions given me 
from the handſome behaviour of a 
learned, generous, and wealthy man to- 
wards me, when I firſt began the world. 
Some diſſatisfaction between me and 
my parents made me enter into it with 


to turn off this uneaſineſs, J gave myſelf 


what the excellent man above-men- 
tioned ſaw in me, but he deſcended from 
the ſuperiority of his wiſdom and me- 
Tit, to throw himſelf frequently into my 
company. This made me ſoon hope 
that J had ſomething in me worth cul- 


hy 


which I had never before imagined. 
When he was grown familiar with me, 
he opened himſelf like a good angel, 
and told me, he had long laboured to 
ripen me into a preparation to receive 
his friendſhip and advice, both which I 
ſhould daily command, and the uſe of 
any part of his fortune, to apply the 
meafures he ſhould propoſe to me, tor 


you, I cannot recolle& the goodneſs and 
confiſion of the good man when he 
ſpoke to this purpoſe to me, without 
melting into tears; but in a word, Sir, 


be in my power to return him his fa- 


made hin the moſt agreeable ſatisfaHian 
J could poitthly, in being ready to ſerve 
others to my utmoſt ability, as far as is 
confiftent with the prudence he preſcribes 
to me. Dear Mr. Spectator, 1 do rot 
owe to him only the good-will and 


leſs reliſh of buſineſs than T ought; and 


to criminal pleaſures, ſome exceſſes, and 
2 general looſe conduct. I know not 


tivating, and his converſation made me 
ſenſible of ſatisfactions in a regular way, 


the improvement of my own. I aſſure 


I muſt haſten to tell you, that my heart 
burns with gratitude towards him, and 
he is ſo happy a man, that it can never 


vours in kind, but J am ſure I have 


rilcem of my own relations, wha are 
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m—ALITER NON FIT, AVITE, LIBER, 


Max T. Er. xvil. L18, I. 


OF SUCH MATERIALS, 81R, ARE BOOKS COMPOS'D, 


people of diſtinction, the preſent eare aud 
plenty of my circumſtances, but alſo 
the government of my paſſions, and re- 
gulation of my defires. I doubt not, 
Sir, but in your imagination ſuch vir. 
tues as theſe of my worthy friend, bear 
as great a figure as actions which are 
more glittering in the common eſtima- 
tion, What I would aſk of you, is to 
give us a whole Spectator upon heroic 
virtue in common life, which may in- 
cite men to the ſame generous inclina- 
tions, as have by this admirable perſon 
been ſhewn to, and raiſed in, Si,, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


1 Am a country gentleman „of a good 


plentiful eſtate, and live as the reſt 
of my neighbours with great hoſpitality. 
J have been ever reckoned among the 


ladies the beft company in the world, 
and have acceſs asxa fort of favourite. 


I never came in public but I ſaluted 
them, though in great aſſemblies, all 
around, where it was ſeen how gentcel- 
ly J avoided hampering my ſpurs in 
their petticoats, whilft I moved amongſt 
them; and on the other fide how pret- 
tily they curtſied and received me, ſtand- 
ing in proper rows, and advancing as 
fait as they faw their elders, or their 
betters, diſpatehed by me. But ſo it is, 
Mr. Spectator, that all our good-breed- 
ing is of late loſt by the unhappy arrival 
of a courtier, or town gentleman, who 
came lately among us: this perſon where» 
ever he came into a recom made a pro- 
tound bow, and fell back, then reco- 
vered with a ſoft air, and made a bow 
to the next, and ſo to one or two more, 
and then tcok the croſs of the room, by 
paſſing by them in a continued bow 
until he arrived at the perſon he thought 
proper particularly to entertain. This 
he did with ſo good a grace and afſur- 
ance, that it is taken for the preſent fa- 
ſhion; and there is no young gentlewo— 
man within feveral miles of this place 
has been killed ever ſince his t rit ap- 
pearance among us. We country gen- 

„ | tlemen 
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tlemen cannot. begin again, and learn 
theſe fine and reſerved airs; and our 
converſation is at a ſtand, until we have 
your judgment for or againſt kiſſing, by 
way of civility or ſalutation; which is 
impatiently expected by your friends of 
both ſexes, but by none ſo much as 
your humble ſervant, 2 
RuSTIC SPRIGHTLY. 

MR. SPECTATOR, DEC. 3, 1711. 
Was the other night at Philaſter, 
where I expected to hear your famous 
trunk-maker, but was unhappily diſap- 
pointed of his company, and ſaw ano- 
ther perſon who had the like ambition 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf in a noiſy man- 
ner, partly by vociferation or talking 
loud, and partly by his bold agility. 
This was a very luſty fellow, but withal 
4 ſort of beau, who getting into one of 
the ſide- boxes on the ſtage before the 
curtain drew, was diſpoſed to ſhew the 


whole audience his activity by leaping 


over the ſpikes; he paſſed from thence 
to one of the entering doors, where he 


ing. | 
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took ſnuff with a tolerable good grace, 
diſplayed his fine cloaths, made two or 


three feint paſſes at the curtain with his 


cane, then faced about and appeared at 


the other door: here he affected to ſur- 
vey the whole houſe, bowed and ſmiled 
at random, and then ſhewed his teeth, 
which were ſome of them indeed ver 

white: after this he retired behind the 
curtain, and obliged us with ſeveral 
views of his perſon from every open- 


During the time of acting, he appeared 
frequently in the prince's apartment, 


made one at the hunting- match, and was 
very forward in the rebellion. If there 
were no injunctions to the contrary, yet 


this practice muſt be confeſſed to dimi- 
mſh the pleaſure of the audience, and 


for that reaſon preſumptuous and un- 


warrantable: but fince her Majeſty's 


late command has made it criminal, you 


have authority to take notice of it. Sir, 
your humble ſervant, 
wo, 5 CHARLES EASV. 


Ne CCXLI. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6. 


| SEMPERQUE RELINQUI 9 75 5 1 


SOLA SIBI, SEMPER LON GAM INCOMITATA VIDETUR 


GUIDELESS AND DARK. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 

1 you have conſidered 
1 virtuous love in moſt of it's diſ- 
treſſes, I do not remember that you 
have given us any diſſertation upon the 
abſence of lovers, or laid down any 
methods how they ſhould ſnpport them- 


ſelves under thoſe long ſeparations which 


they are ſometimes forced to undergo. 
Iam at preſent in this unhappy circum- 


ſtance, having parted with the beſt of 


huſbands, who is abroad in the ſervice 
of his country, and m—_ not poſſibly 
return for ſome years. His warm and 
generous affection while we were to- 
gether, with the tenderneſs which he 
expreſſed to me at parting, make his 
abſence almoſt inſuppcrtable. 
of him every moment of the day, and 
meet him every night in my dreams. 
Every thing I ſee puts me in mind of 
kim, I apply royſclf with more than 


—SHE SEEMS ALONE | 
TO WANDER IN HER SLEEP THROUGH WAYS UNKNOWN, 


I think 
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ordinary diligence to the care of his fa- 
mily and his eftate; but this, inſtead of 


relieving me, gives me but ſo many oc- 


verſe with him, and not mecting him 
there, ſit down in his chair, and fall a 
weeping. 


perſons whom he eſteemed. I viſit his 
picture a hundred times a day, and 


together. I paſs a great part of my 
time in the walks where I uſed to lean 


upon his arm, and recolle& in my mind 


the diſcourſes which have there paſſed 
between us: I look over the ſeveral pro- 
ſpects and points of view which we uſed 
to ſurvey together, fix my eye upon the 
objects which he has made me take no- 
tice of, and call to mind a thouſand 
agreeable remarks which he has made 


„ 


caſions of wiſhing for his return. 1 
frequent the rooms where I uſed to con- 


I love to read the books he 
delighted in, and to converſe with the 


place myſelf over- againſt it whole hours 


on 


co occaſions are very extraordinary. 


* 
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on thoſe oceafions. I write to him by 
every conveyance, and contrary to other 
people, am always in good humour 
when an eaſt wind blows, becauſe it 
ſeldom fails of bringing me a letter from 
him. Let me entreat you, Sir, to give 
mie your advice upon this occaſion, and 
to let me know how I may relieve my- 
ſelf in this my widowhood, I am, Sir, 
our very humble ſervant, Rb 

Sr | 42 _ - ASTERIA. 


Abſence is what the poets call death 
in love, and has given occaſion to abun- 
dance of beautiful complaints in thoſe 
authors who have treated of this paſſion 


in verſe. Ovid's Epiſtles are full of 


them. Otway's Monimia talks very 
tenderly upon this ſubjeQt— 


It was not kind 

To leave me like a turtle here alone, 

To droop and mourn the abſence of my mate. 
When thou art from me, every place is deſert: 
And I, methinks, am ſavage and forlorn. 
Thy preſence only tis can make me bleſt, 
Heal my unquiet mind, and tune my ſoul. 


| The conſolations of lovers on theſe 


ſides thoſe mentioned by Aſteria, there 
are many other motives of comfort, 
which are made uſe of by abſfnt lovers. 

remember in one of Scudery's ro- 
mances, a couple of honourable lovers 
agreed at their parting to ſet aſide one 

half hour in the day to think of each 
other during a tedious ablence. The 


romance tells us, that they both of them 


punRually obſerved the time thus agreed 
upon; and that whatever company or 
buſineſs they were engaged in, they left 
it abruptly as ſoon as the clock warned 
them to retire. The romance further 


adds, that the lovers expected the return 
of this ſtated hour with as much impa- 
' tience, as if it had been a real aſſigna- 


tion, and enjoyed an imaginary happi- 
neſs that was almoſt as pleaſing to them 
as what they would have found from a 
real meeting. It was an inexpreſſible 
fatisfaction to theſe divided lovers, to 

be aſſured that each was at the ſame 
time employed in the fame kind of con- 
templation, and making equal returns 
of tenderneſs and affection.  _ 
If I may be allowed to mention a 
More ſerious expedient tor the alleviat- 


| ing of abſence, I ſhall take notice of 


one which I have known two perſons 
practiſe, who joined religion to that 


tem. rats 2 - 


upon the ordinary dial-plate. 


Be- 
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elegance of ſentiments with which tlie 
paſſion of love generally inſpires it's 
votaries. This was, at the return of 
ſuch an hour, to offer up a certain prayer 
for each other, which they had agreed 
upon before their parting. The hu. 
band, who is a man that makes a figure 
in the polite world, as well as in his 
own family, has often told me, that lie 
could not have ſupported an abſence of 
three years without this expedient. 
Strada, 1n one of his Ari 8 ny gives 
an account of a chimerical correſpon- 


_ dence between two friends by the help 


of a certain loadſtone, which had ſuch 
virtue in it, that if it touched two ſeve- 
ral needles, when one of the needles ſo 
touched began to move, the other, 
though at never fo great a diſtance, 


moved at the ſame time, and in the ſame 


manner. He tells us, that the two 
friends, being each of them poſſeſſed of 
one of theſe needles, made a kind of 
a dial-plate, inſcribing it with the four 
and twenty letters, in the ſame manner 
as the hours of the day are marked 
They 
then fixed one of the needles on each of 
theſe plates in ſuch a manner, that it 
could move round without impediment, 
ſo as to touch any of the four and twen- 
ty letters. Upon their ſeparating from 
one another into diſtant countries, they 
agreed to withdraw themſelves punctu- 
ally into their cloſets at a certain hour 
of the day, and to converſe with one 
another by means of this their invention. 
Accordingly when they were ſome hun- 
dred miles aſunder, each of them thut 
himſelf up in his cloſet at the time ap- 
pointed, and immediately caſt his eye upon 
his dial. plate. If he had a mind to write 
any thing to his friend, he directed his 
needle to every letter that formed the 
words which he had occaſion for, mak- 
ing a little pauſe at the end of every 
word or ſentence, to avoid confuſion. 
The friend, in the mean while, ſaw his 
own ſympathetic needle moving of 1t- 
ſelf to every letter which that of his cor- 
reſpondent pointed at. By this means 
they talked together acroſs a whole con- 
tinent, and conveyed their thoughts to 
one another in an inftant over cities or 
mountains, ſeas or deſarts. | 
If Monheur Scudery, or any other 
writer of romance, had introduced a 
necromancer, who is generally in the 
train of a knight-errant, making a pre- 
ſent to two lovers of a couple of theſe 

„ | above- 


7G. 


20h 


v" Os SF. wo CF. © V. - a 


— 


ſult. It would certainly be worth your 
conſideration, to look into the frequent 
misfortunes of this kind, to which the 
modeſt and innocent are expoſed, by 
the licentious behavieur of ſuch as are 
as much ſtrangers to good-breeding as 
to virtue. Could we avoid hearing what 


above-mentioned needles, the reader 


would not have been a little pleaſed to 


have ſeen them correſponding with one 
another when they were guarded by ſpies 
and watches, or ſeparated by caſtles and 
adventures. | 

In the mean while, if ever this in- 
vention ſhould be revived or put in 
practice, I would propoſe, that upon 


the lover's dial-plate there ſhould be 


written not only the four and twenty 
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letters, but ſeveral entire words which 
have always a place in paſſionate epiſ- 
tles, as Flames, Darts, Die, Lan- 
* guiſh, Abſence, Cupid, Heart, Eyes, 
Hang, Drown,” and the like, This 
would very much abridge the lover's 
ains in this way of writing a letter, as 
it would enable him to expreſs the moſt 
uſeful and fignificant words with a ſingle 
touch of the needle, 
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No CCxLII. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7. 


EREDITUR, EX MEDIO QUIA RES ARCESSIT, HABERE 


S DORIS MINIMUM=— 


Honk. E. 1. LI B. II. VER, 168. 


TO WRITE ON VULGAR THEMES, 15 THOUGHT AN FASY TASK. 


MR. SPECTATOR, * 
OUR ſpeculations do not ſo gene- 


rally prevail over men's manners as 


T could wiſh. A former paper of your's 


concerning the miſbehaviour of people, 
who are neceſſarily in each other's com- 
pany in travelling, ought to have been 
a laſting admonition againſt tranſgref- 


Hons of that kind: but I had the fate 
of your Quaker, in meeting with a rude 
fellow in a ſtage-coach, who entertain- 


ed two or three women of us, for there 


was no man beſides himſelf, with lan- 
guage as indecent as ever was heard 


upon the water. The impertinent ob- 


ſervations which the coxcomb made upon 


our ſhame and confuſion were ſuch, that 


it is an unſpeakable grief to refle&t upon 
them. As much as you have declaimed 
againſt duelling, I hope you will do us 
the juſtice to declare, that if the brute 
has courage enough to ſend to the place 
where he ſaw us all alight together to 
get rid of him, there is not one of us 
but has a Jover who ſhall avenge the in- 


we do not approve, as eaſily as we can 


ſeeing what is diſagreeable, there were 
ſome conſolation; but ſince in a box at 
a play, in an, aſſembly of ladies, or even 
in a pew at church, it is in the power 
of a groſs coxcomb to utter what a wo- 
man cannot avoid hearing, how mijere 


innocent. 


able is her condition who comes within 
the power of ſuch impertinents! and 
how neceſſary is it to repeat invectives 
againſt ſuch a behaviour! Tf the licen- 
tious had not utterly forgot what it is to 


be modeſt, they would know that of- 


fended modeſty labours under one of 
the greateſt ſufferings to which human 


life can be expoſed. If one of theſe 


brutes could refle& thus much, though 
they want ſhame, they would be moved 


by their pity, to abhor an impudent be- 


haviour in the preſence of the chaſte and 
If you will oblige us with 
a Spectator on this ſubject, and procure 


it to be paſted againſt every ftage-coach 


in Great Britain, as the law of the jour- 
ney, you will highly oblige the whole 
ſex, for which you have profeſſed ſo 
great an eſteem; and in particular, the 


two ladies my late fellow - ſufferers, and, 


Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


REBECCA RIDINGHOO0D. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


TE matter which IT am now going | 


- to ſend you, is an unhappy ſtory in 
low life, and will recommend itſelf, ſo 
that you muſt excuſe the manner of ex- 


preſſing it. A poor idle drunken weaver 


in Spittlefields has a faithful laborious 
wife, who by her frugality and induſtry 


had laid by her as much money as pur- 


chaſed her a ticket in the preſent lottery. 
She had hid this very privately in the 


bottom of a trunk, and had given her 


number to a friend and confident, who 
had promiſed to keep the ſecret, and 
bring her news of the ſucceſs. The 
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poor adventurer was one day gone 
-abroad, when her careleſs huſband, ſu- 
ſpecting ſhe had ſaved ſome money, 
ſearches every corner, until at length 
he finds this ſame ticket; which he im- 
mediately carries abroad, ſells, and 
fquanders away the money without the 
wife's ſuſpecting any thing of the mat- 
ter. A day or two after this, this 
friend, who was a woman, comes and 
brings the wife word, that. ſhe had a 
benefit of five hundred pounds. The 
poor creature overjoyed, flies up ſtairs 
to her huſband, who was then at work, 
and defires him to leave his loom for 
that evening, and come and drink with 
a friend of his and heris below. The 
man received this chearful invitation as 
bad huſbands ſometimes do, and after 
a croſs word or two, told her he would 


not come. His wife with tenderneſs 


renewed her importunity, and at length 
ſaid to him My love! I have within 
© theſe few months, unknown«to you, 
© ſcraped together as much money as 
© has bought us a ticket in the lottery, 
© and now here 1s Mrs. Quick come to 
tell me, that it is come vp this morn- 


huſband replies immediately —* You _ 


© lye, you ſlut, you have no ticket, for 
I have fold it.” The poor woman 
upon this faints away in a fit, recovers, 


and is now run diſtracted. As the had 


no defign to defraud her huſband, but 
was willing only to participate in his 
good fortune, every one pities her, but 
thinks her huſband's puniſhment but 
juſt, This, Sir, is matter of fact, and 
would, if the perſons and circumſtances 
were greater, in a well-wrought play be 
called Beautiful Diftreſs.* I have 
only ſketched it out with chalk, and 
know a good hand can make a moving 


picture with worſe materials. Sir, &c, 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 
I Am what the world calls a warm 
1 fellow, and by good ſucceſs in trade 

J have raiſed myſelf to a capacity of 
making ſome figure in the world; but 
no matter for that. I have now under 
my guardianſhip a couple of nieces, who 
will certainly make me run mad; which 
you will not wonder at, when I tell you 
they are female virtuofos, and durin 
the three years and a half that J have 
. had them under my care, they never in 


the leaſt inclined their thoughts towards 
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any one ſingle part of the character of 
a notable woman. Whilſt they ſhould 
have been conſidering the proper ingre- 
dients for a ſack- poſſet, you ſhould hear 
a diſpute concerning the magnetic virtue 
of the loadſtone, or perhaps the preſſure 
of the atmoſphere: their language is 
peculiar to themſelves, and they ſcorn 
to expreſs themſelves on the meanc{t 
trifle with words that are not of a Latin 


derivation. 


But this were ſupportable 


ſtill, would they ſuffer me to enjoy an 
uninterrupted ignorance; but unleſs 1 
fall in with their abſtracted ideas of 
things,-as they call them, I mutt not 
expect to ſmoke one pipe in quiet. In 
a Jate fit of the gout I complained of 
the pain of that diltemper, when my 
niece Kitty begged leave to aſſure me, 
that whatever I might think, ſcveral 
great philoſophers, both ancient and 
modern, were of opinion, that both 
pleaſure and pain were imaginary diſ- 
tinctions, and that there was no ſuch 
thing as either in rerum natura. I have 
often heard them affirm, that the fire 
was not hot; and one day when I, with 


| the authority of an old fellow, defired 
ting a five hundred pound prize. The 


one of them to put my blue cloak on 
my knees, ſhe anſwered—“ Sir, I will 
reach the cloak; but take notice, I. 
© do not do it as allowing your deſcrip- 
„tion; for it might as well be called 
yellow as blue; for colour is nothing 
© but the various infractions of the rays 


of the ſun,” Miſs Molly told me one 


day, that to ſay (now was white, is al- 
lowing a vulgar error; * for as it con- 
5 tains a great quantity of nitrous par- 
© ticles, it might more reaſonably be 
© ſuppoſed to be black.* In ſhort, the 
young huſieys would perſuade me, that 
to believe one's eyes is a ſure way to be 
deceived; and have often adviſed me, 
by no means, to truſt any thing fo fal- 
lible as my ſenſes. What J have to beg 
of you now is, to turn one ſpeculation 


to the due regulation of female litera- 
ture, ſo far at leaſt, as to make it con- 


ſiſtent with the quiet of ſuch whoſe fate 
it is to be liable to it's inſults; and to 
tell us the difference between a gentle- 
man that ſhould make cheeſe-cakes and 
raiſe paſte, and a lady that reads Locke, 
and underſtands the mathematics. In 
which you will extremely oblige your 
hearty friend and humble ſervant, 


* 


ABRAHAM TRIFFT. 


Ne CCXxLIII. 
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Ne CCXLIII. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8. 


SorRMAM QUIDEM TPSAM, MARCE FILY, ET TANQUAM FACIEM HONESTI VIDES? 
QUE SI OCULIS CERNERETUR, MIRABILES AMORES (UT AIT PLATO) EXCI- 


TARET SAPIENTIZ. 


TuLL. OF Fice 


YOU SEE, MY SON MARCUS, THE VERY SHAPE AND COUNTENANCE, AS IT WERE, 
OF VIRTUE; WHICH IF IT COULD BE MADE THE OBJECT OF SIGHT, WOULD 
(as PLATO SAYS) EXCITE IN US A WONDERFUL LOVE OF WISDOM»s 


Do not remember to have read any 
1 diſcourſe written expreſsly upon the 
beauty and lovelineſs of virtue, without 
conſidering it as a duty, and as the 
means of making us happy both now 
and hereafter, I deſign therefore this 
ſpeculation as an eflay upon that ſub- 


ject, in which I ſhall conſider virtue no 


farther than as it 1s in itſelf of an ami- 
able nature, after having premiſed, that 
I underſtand by the word Virtue ſuch a 
general notion as is affixed to it by the 
writers of morality, and which by de- 
vout men generally goes under the name 
of religion, and by men of the world 
under the name of honour, 

Hypocriſy itſelf does great honour, or 


rather juſtice, to religion, and tacitly 


acknowledges it to be an ornament to 


human nature. The hypocrite would 


not be at ſo much pains to put on the 
appearance of virtue, if he did not know 
it was the moſt proper and effectual 


means to gain the love and eſteem of 


We learn from Hierocles, it was a 


common ſaying among the heathens, 


that the wiſe man hates nobody, but only 
loves the virtuous. 0 
Tully has a very beautiful gradatidn 


of thoughts to ſhew how amiable virtue 


is. We love a virtuous man, fays he, 
who lives in the remoteſt parts of the 
earth, though we are altogether out of 
the reach of his virtue, and can receive 
from it no manner of benefit; nay, one 
who died ſeveral ages ago, raiſes a ſecret 
fondneſs and benevolence for him in our 
minds, when we read his ſtory: nay, 
what is ſtill more, one who has been 
the enemy of our country, provided his 


wars were regulated by juſtice and hu- 


manity, as in the inſtance of Pyrrhus, 
whom Tully mentions on this occaſion 
in oppoſition to Hannibal. 
natural beauty and lovelineſs of virtue! 

Stoiciſm, which was the pedantry of 


lome . 


Such is the 


virtue, aſcribes all good qualifications, 
of what kind ſoever, to the virtuous 
man. Accordingly Cato, in the cha- 
racter Tully has left of him, carried 
matters fo far, that he would not allow 
any one but a virtuous man to be hand- 
This indeed looks more like a 
philoſophical rant than the real opinion 
of a wiſe man; yet this was what Cato 
very ſeriouſly maintained. In ſhort, 
the Stoics thought they could not ſuf- 
ficiently repreſent the excellence of vir- 
tue, if they did not comprehend in the 
notion of it all poſſible perfections; and 
therefore did not only ſuppoſe, that it 
was tranſcendently beautiful in itſelf, 
but that it made the very body amiable, 
and baniſhed every kind of deformity 


from the perſon in whom it reſided. 


It is a common obſervation, that the 
moſt abandoned to all ſenſe of goodneſs, 
are apt to with thoſe who are related to 
them of a diferent character; and it is 
very obſervable, that none are more 


ſtruck with the charms of virtue in the 


fair-ſex, than thoſe who by their very 
admiration of it are carried to a deſire of 


ruining it. „ | 


A virtuous mind in a fair body is in- 
deed a fine picture in a good light, and 


therefore it 1s no wonder that it makes 


the beautiful ſex all over charms, 
As virtue in general is of an amiable 


and lovely nature, there are ſome parti- 


cular kinds of it which are more ſo than 
others, and theſe are ſuch as diſpoſe us 
to do good to mankind. Temperance 


and abſtinence, faith and devotion, are 


in themſelves perhaps as laudable as any 
other virtues; but thoſe which make a 
man popular and beloved, are juſtice, 
charity, munificence, and, in ſhort, all 
the good qualities that render us bene- 
ficial to each other. For which reaſon 
even an extrayagant raan, who has no- 
thing elſe to recommend him but a falte 
generoſity, is often mort beloved and 
| | 3N2 eſteemsd 


this particular. | 

The two great ornaments of virtue, 
which ſhew her in the moſt advantage- 
ous views, and make her altogether 
tovely, are chearfulneſs and good-nature, 
Theſe generally go together, as a man 


cannot be agreeable to others who is not 
eaſy within himſelf. They are both very 


requiſite in a virtuous mind, to keep out 
melancholy from the many ſerious 


thoughts it is engaged in, and to hinder 


it's natural hatred of vice from ſouring 
into ſeverity and cenſoriouſneſs. 


If virtue is of this amiable nature, 
what can we think of thoſe who can 


look upon it with an eye of hatred and 
ill-will, or can ſuffer their averſion for 


a party to blot out all the merit of the 


perſon who is engaged in it? A man 
muſt be exceſſively frupid, as well as 
uncharitable, who believes that there is 
no virtue but on his own fide, and that 
there are not men as honeſt as himſelf 
who may differ from him in political 
principles. Men niay oppoſe one ano- 


ther in ſome particulars, but ought not 


10 carry their hatred to thoſe qualities 
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eſteemed than a perſon of a much more 
finiſhed character, who is defective in 


which are of ſo amiable a nature in 
themſelves, and have nothing to do with 


the points in diſpute,» Men of virtue, 


though of different intereſts, ought to 
conſider themſelves as more nearly unit. 
ed with one another, than with the vi. 
cious part of mankind, who embark 


with them in the ſame civil concerns, 


We ſhould bear the ſame love towards a 
man of honour, who is a living antago. 
niſt, which Tully tells us in the fore. 
mentioned paſſage every one naturally 
does to an enemy that is dead. In ſhort, 
we ſhould eſteem virtue though in a foe, 
and abhor vice though in a friend, 

1 6ſpeak this with an eye to thoſe cruel 
treatments which men of all ſides are 
apt to give the characters of thoſe who 
do not agree with them. How man 
perſons of undoubted probity, and ex- 
emplary virtue, on either ſide, are black- 
ened and defamed? how many men of 
honour expoſed to public obloquy and 
reproach? Thoſe therefore who are 
either the inſtruments or abettors in ſuch 
infernal dealings, ought to be looked 


upon as perſons who make uſe of reli- 


gion to promote their cauſe, not of their 
cauſe to promote religion. 


Ne CCXLIV. MONDAY, DECEMBER 10. 


Jupp EX ET CALLIDUS AUDIS» 


A JUDGE OF PAINTING YOU, AND MAN OF SKILL. 


ie COVENT GARDEN, DEC. 7. 
MR. SPECTATOR, | 5 | 


I Cannot, without a double injuſtice, 


forbear expreſſing to you the ſatiſ- 
faction which a whole clan of virtuoſos 
have received from thoſe hints which 
you have lately given the town on the 


cartons of the inimitable Hoping It 


mould be methinks the buſineſs of a 
Spectator to improve the pleaſures of 
fight, and there cannot be a more im- 
mediate way to it than recommending 


the ſtudy and obſervation of excellent 
drawings and pictures. When ] firſt 


went to view thoſe of Raphael which 
you have celebrated, IJ muſt confeſs I 
was but barely pleaſed; the next time I 


iced them better; but at laſt, as I grew 


better acquainted with them, I fell 
deeply in love with them, like wiſe 
ſpe ches they ſunk deep into my heart; 


fer you know, Mr. Spectator, that a 


Hor, SA r. vil. LIB. II. VER. 101 
CREECH, 


man of wit may extremely affect one fo 
the preſent, but if he has not diſcretion, 
his merit ſoon vaniſhes away; while « 
wiſe man that has not ſo great a ſtock 
of wit, ſhall nevertheleſs give you a far 
greater and more laſting ſatisfaction; 
juſt ſo it is in a picture that is ſmartly 
touched, but not well ſtudied; one may 
call it awitty picture, though the painter 
in the mean time may*be in danger of 
being called a fool. On the other hand, 
a picture that is thoroughly underſtood 
in the whole, and well performed in the 


particulars, that is, begun on the foun- 


dation of geometry, carried on by the 
rules of perſpective, architecture, and 


anatomy, and perfected by a good har. 


mony, a juſt and natural colouring, and 


ſuch paſſions and expreſſions of the 


mind as are almoſt peculiar to Raphael; 
this is what you may juſtly ſtile a wil 


picture, and which ſeldom fails to 2 
| | , 
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us dumb, until we can aſſemble all our 
faculties to make but a tolerable judg- 
ment upon it. Other pictures are made 
for the eyes only, as rattles are made 
for children's ears; and certainly that 
picture that only pleaſes the eye, with- 


out repreſenting ſome well-choſen part 


of nature or other, does but ſhew what 
fine colours are to be ſold at the colour- 
ſhop, and mocks the works of the Crea- 
tor. If the beſt imitator of nature is 
not to be eſteemed the beſt painter, but 
he that makes the greateſt ſhow and 
glare of colours; it will neceſſarily fol- 
ſow, that he who can array himſelf in 
the moſt gaudy draperies is beſt dreſſed, 
and he that can ſpeak loudeſt the beſt 
orator. Every man when he looks on 
2 picture thould examine it according to 
that ſhare of reaſon he is maſter of, or 
he will be in danger of making a wrong 
judgment. If men as they walk abroad 
would make more frequent obſervations 


on thoſe beauties of nature which every this ſect, as I have been told, is very 


moment preſent themſelves to their view, 


they would be better judges when they 


ſaw her well imitated at home: this 
would help to correct thoſe errors which 
molt pretenders fall into, who are over- 


„ haſty in their judgments, and will not 
ſtay to let reaſon come in for a ſhare in 
It was for want of this 


the deciſion. | 
that men miſtake in this caſe, and in 
common life, a wild extravagant pencil 
for one that is truly bold and great, an 


impudent fellow for a man of true cou- 


rage and bravery, haſty and unreaſon- 


able actions for enterprizes of ſpirit and 
reſolution, gaudy colouring for that 


which is truly beautiful, a falſe and in- 


ſinuating diſcourſe for imple truth ele- 


gantly recommended. The parallel will 


hold through all the parts of life and 
painting too; and the virtuoſos above- 


mentioned will be glad to fee you draw 
it with your terms of art. As the ſha- 
dows in a picture repreſent the ſerious 
or melancholy, ſo the lights do the 
bright and lively thoughts: as there 


ſhould be but one forcible light in a 


picture, which ſhould catch the eye and 
fall on the hero; ſo there ſhould be but 
one object of our love, even the Author 
of nature. Theſe and the like reflections 
well improved, might very much contri- 
bute to open the beauty of that art, and 


prevent young people from being poiſon- 


ed by the ill guſto of any extravagant 

workman that ſhould be impoſed upon 

us. I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſer- 
vant, 
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TPHOUGH I am a woman, yet I 


am one of thoſe who confeſs them- 
ſelves highly pleaſed with a ſpeculation 
you obliged the world with ſome time 
ago, from an old Greek poet you call 
Simonides, in relation to the ſeveral na- 
tures and diſtinctions of our own ſex. 
I could not but admire how juſtly the 
characters of women in this age fall in 
with the times of Simonides, there be- 


ing no one of thoſe forts J have not at 


ſome time or other of my life met with 
a ſample of. But, Sir, the ſubje& of 
this preſent addreſs, are a ſet of women 
comprehended, I think, in the ninth ſpe- 
cies of that ſpeculation, called the apes; 
the deſcription of whom I find to be 


That they are ſuch as are both ugly 
and ill-natured, who have nothing 


© beautiful themſelves, and endeavour to 
* detragt from or ridicule every thing 
* that appears ſo in others.“ Now, Sir, 


frequent in the great town where 1 | 
live; but as my circumſtance of life ob- 
liges me to reſide altogether in the coun- 


try, though not many miles from Lon- 


don, I cannot have met with a great 
number of them, nor indeed is it a de- 
firable acquaintance, as I have lately 
found by experience. You muſt know, 
Sir, that at the beginning of this ſum- 
mer, a family of theſe apes came and 
ſettled for the ſeaſon not far from the 
placewherel live. As they were rangers 
in the country, they were viſited by the 
ladies about them, of whom I was one, 
with an humanity uſual in thoſe that 
paſs moſt of their time in ſolitude, The 
apes lived with us very agreeably our. 
own way until towards the end of the 
ſummer, when they began to bethink 
themſelves of returr.ing to town; then it 
was, Mr. Spectator, that they began to 


ſet themſelves about the proper and diſtin- 


guiſhing butinets of their character; and, 
as it is ſaid of evil ſpirits, that they are 
apt to carry away a piece of the houſe 
they are about to leave, the apes, with- 
out regard to common mercy, civility, 


or gratitude, thought fit to mimic, and 


fall foul on the faces, dreſs and behavi- 


our, of their innocent neighbours, be- 


ſtowing abominable cenſures and diſ- 
graceful appellations, commonly called 
nick- names, on all of them; and in 
ſhort, like trué fine ladies, made their 
honeſt plainneſs and ſincerity matter of 
ridicule. I could not but acquaint you 
v-ith theſe grievances, as well at the de- 


fire 
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fire of all the parties injured, as from 
my own inclination. I hope, Sir, if 
you cannot propoſe intirely to feform 
this evil, you will take ſuch notice of it 
in ſome of your future ſpeculations, as 


may put the deſerving part of our ſex on 


their guard againſt theſe creatures; and 
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at the ſame time the apes may be ſen; 
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ble, that this ſort of mirth is ſo far from 
an innocent diverſion, that it is in the 
higheſt degree that vice which is ſaid to 
comprehend all others. J am, Sir, your 
humble ſervant, | 


1 CON STANTIA FIELD, 


No CCXLV. TUESDAY, DECEMBER ir. 


FICTA VOLUPTATIS CAUSA SINT PROXIMA VERIS. 


Hor. Ars POET. VER. 338. 


FICTIONS, TO PLEASE, SHOULD WEAR THE FACE OF TRUTHso 


FOHERE is nothing which one re- 


| gards ſo much with an eye of 
mirth and pity as innocence, when it 
has in it a daſh of folly. At the {ame 
time that one eſteems the virtue, one 1s 
tempted to laugh at the ſimplicity which 
accompanies it. When a man is made 
up wholly of the dove, without the leaft 
grain of the ſerpent in his compoſition, 


he becomes ridiculous in many circum- 


ftances of life, and very often diſcredits 
his beſt. actions. The Cordeliers tell a 
Rory of their founder St. Francis, that 
as he paſſed the ſtreets in the duſk of the 


evening, he diſcovered a young fellow 


with a maid in a corner ; upon which the 
. good man, ſay they, lifted up his hands 


to Heaven with a ſecret thankſgiving, 
that there was ſtill ſo much chriſtian * 


charity in the world. The innocence of 
the ſaint made him miſtake the kiſs of a 
Jover for a ſalute of charity. I am 


heartily concerned when I ſee a virtuous 


man without a competent knowledge of 
the world; and if there be any uſe of theſe 


my papers, it is this, that without re- 


preſenting vice under any falſe alluring 
notions, they give my reader an inſight 
into the ways of men, and repreſent hu- 
man nature in all it's changeable co- 
lours. The man who has not been en- 
gaged in any of the follies of the world, 


or, as Shakeſpeare expreſſes it, hack - 


© neyed in the ways of men,” may here 
find a picture of it's follies and extrava- 
gancies. The virtuous and the innocent 
may know in ſpeculation what they 
could never arrive at by practice, and 
by this means avoid the ſnares of the 
crafty, the corruptions of the vicious, 
and the reaſonings of the prejudiced. 
Their minds may be opened without 
being vitiated, © _ OE 


=_ # 


It is with an eye to my following cor- 
reſpondent, Mr. Timothy Doodle, who 
feems a very well-meaning man, that I 
have written this ſhort preface, to whick 
I ſhall ſubjoin a letter from the ſaid Mr, 
Doodle. 8 | | 


SIRs | | 
I Could heartily wiſh that you would 
let us know your opinion upon ſeve- 
ral innocent diverſions which are in uſe 
among us, and which are very proper to 
paſs away a winter night for thoſe who do 
not care to throw away their time at an 
opera, or at the play-houſe. I would 
gladly know in particular, what notion 
you have of hot-cockles; as alſo whe- 
ther you think that queſtions and com- 
wand? bn mottoes, ſimiles, and croſs- 


purpoſes, have not more mirth and wit 
in them, than thoſe public diverſions | 
which are grown ſo very faſhionable 


among us. If you would recommend 


. to our wives and daughters, who read 


your papers with a great deal of plea- 
ſure, ſome of thoſe ſports and paſtimes 
that may be practiſed within doors, and 
by the fire-ſide, we who are maſters of 
families ſhould be hugely obliged to 


you. I need not tell you that T would 
have theſe ſports and ores not only 


merry but innocent, for which reafon L 
have not mentioned whiſk or lanterloo, 
nor indeed fo much as one-and-thurty. 
After having communicated to you my 


requeſt upon this ſubje&, I will be fo 
free as to tell you how my wife and I. 
paſs away theſe tedious winter evenings 


with a great deal of pleaſure. Though 


ſhe be young and handſome, and good- 
 humoured to a miracle, ſhe does not 


care for gadding abroad like others of 
her ſex, There is a very friendly man, 
_ | a colonel 
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a colonel in the army, whom I am migh- 
tily obliged to for his civilities, that 
comes to ſee me almoſt every night; for 
he is not one of thole giddy young fel- 
lows that cannot live out of a play- 
houſe, When we are together, we very 
often make a party at blind-man's buff, 


which is a ſport that I like the better, 


becauſe there is a good deal of exerciſe 
init. The colonel and I are blinded 
by turns, and you would laugh your 
heart out to ſee what pains my dear takes 
to hoodwink us, ſo that it is impoſſible 
for us to ſee the leaſt glimpſe of light, 
The poor colonel ſometimes hits his 
noſe againſt a poſt, and makes us die 
with laughing. I have generally the 


good luc not to hurt myſelt, but am 


very often above half an hour before I 
can catch either of them; for you muſt 
know we hide ourſelves up and down in 
corners, that we may have the more ſport. 
I only give you this hint as a ſample of 


ſuch innocent diverſions as I would have 


you recommend; and am, moſt eſteemed 
Sir, your ever loving friend, 
+07 TimoTHY DOODLE. 


The following letter was occaſioned 
by my laſt Thuriday's paper upon the 
abſence of lovers, and the methods 
therein mentioned of making ſuch ab- 
ſence ſupportable, = . 


in, | ü 
MONG the ſeveral ways of conſo- 
lation which abſent lovers make uſe 
of while their ſouls are in that ſtate of 
departure, which you ſay is death in 


love, there are ſome very material ones 


that have eſcaped your notice. Among 
theſe, the firſt and moſt received 1s a 


crooked ſhilling, which has adminifter- 
ed great comfort to our forefathers, and. 


is ſtill made uſe of on this occaſion with 


very good effect in moſt part of her ma- 


jeſty's dominions. There are ſome, I 
know, who think a crown- piece cut into 
two equal parts, and preſerved by the 
diſtant lovers, is of more ſovereign vir- 
tue than the former. But ſince opinions 
are divided in this particular, why ma 


The figure of a heart, whether cut in 
ſtone or caſt in metal, whether bleeding 
upon an altar, ſtuck with darts, or held 
in the hand of a Cupid, has always been 


ef this nature, I am acquainted with 
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many a brave fellow, who carries his 
miſtreſs in the lid of his ſnuff-box, and 
by that expedient has ſupported himſelf 

under the abſence of a whole campaign. 


For my own part, I have tried all theſe 


remedies, but never found ſo much be- 
nefit from any as from a ring, in which 
my miſtreſs's hair is platted together 
very artificially in a kind of true lover's 
knot. As I have received great benefit 
from this ſecret, I think myſelf obliged 
to communicate it to the public, for the 
good of my fellow ſubjects. I deſire 
you will add this letter as an appendix 
to your conſolations upon abſence; and 
am, your very humble ſervant, 


1 


J ſhall conclude this paper with a let- 


ter from an univerſity gentleman, occa- 


ſioned by my laſt Tueſday's paper, 


wherein I gave ſome account of the 


great feuds which happened formerly 
in thoſe learned bodies, between the 
modern Greeks and Trojans. 


„„ | | 
PHIS will give you to underſtand, 
that there is at preſent in the ſociety, 
whereof I am a member, a very conſider. 
able body of Trojans, who, upon aproper 
occaſion, would not fail to declare our- 


ſelves. In the mean while we do all we 
can to annoy our enemies by ſtratagem, 
and are reſolved by the firſt opportunity” 
to attack Mr. Joſhua Barnes, whom we 


look upon as the Achilles of the oppa- 
ſite party. As for myſelf, J have had 


the reputation ever fince T came from 


ſchool, of being a truſty Trojan, and 
am reſolved never to give quarter to the 
ſmalleſt particle of Greek, wherever I 
chance to meet it. It is for this reaſon 


I take it very ill of you, that you ſome- 


times hang out Greek colours at the 
head of your paper, and ſometimes give 
a word of the enemy even in the bod 

of it. When I meet with any thing of 


this nature, I throw down your ſpecu- 


lations upon the table, with that form 


of words which we make uſe of when 


| y we declare war upon an author. 
not the ſame ferrous make uſe of both? | | 


Grecum eſt, non poteſt legi. 


J give you this hint, that you may for 
the future abſtain from any ſuch hoſti- 


TROILus. 
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KO AMOROUS HERO EVER GAVE THEE BIRTH, 


Hom. IL IAD. XVI. v. 33. 


NOR EVER TENDER GODDESS BROUGHT THEE FORTH: 
So, RUGGED ROCK'S HARD ENTRAILS GAVE THEE FORM, 
AND RAGING SEAS PRODUC D THEE IN A STORM: | 
A SOUL WELL SUITING THY TEMPESTUOUS KIND, | 
80 ROUGH THY MANNERS, $80 UNTAM'D THY MIN p. Porr. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


| A* your paper is part of the equi- 


page of the tea-table, I conjure 


Jou to print what I now write to you; 


for I have no other way to communicate 
what I have to ſay to the fair-ſex on the 


moſt important circumſtance of life, even 


the care of children. I do not under- 
Rand that you profeſs your paper is al- 


ways to conſiſt of matters which are 
only to entertain the learned and polite, 
but that it may agree with your deſign 
to publiſh ſome which may tend to the 
m formation of mankind in general; and 
when it does ſo, you do more than writ- 
ing wit and humour. Give me leave 


then to tell you, that of all the abuſes 
that ever you have as yet endeavoured 
to reform, certainly not one wanted fo 
much your aſſiſtance as the abuſe in 


nurſing children. It is unmerciful to 


ſee, that a woman endowed with all the 
perfections and bleſſings of nature, can, 
25 ſoon as ſhe is delivered, turn off her 


innocent, tender, and helpleſs infant, 
and give it up to a woman that 1s, ten 
_ thouſand to one, neither in health nor 


good condition, neither ſound in mind 


nor body, that has neither honour nor 
reputation, neither love nor pity for the 


poor babe, but more regard for the mo- 
ney than for the child, and never will 
take farther care of it than what by all 


the encouragement of money and pre- 
ſents ſhe is forced to; like Æſop's earth, 
_ which would not nurſe the plant of an- 
other ground, although never ſo much 
improved, by reaſon that plant was not 
of it's own production. 
other's child is no more natural to a nurſe 
than a plant to a ſtrange and different 


nd ſince an- 


ground, how can it be ſuppoſed that the 


child ſhould thrive? And if it thrives, 


maſt it not imbibe the groſs humours 


and qualities of the nurſe, like a plant 


in a different ground, or lke a graft 
upon a different ſtock? Do not we ob. 
ſerve, that a lamb ſucking a goat changes 


very much it's nature, nay even it's ſkin 
and wool into the goat kind? The 


power of a nurſe over a child, by infuſ- 


ing into it, with her milk, her qualities 


and diſpoſition, is ſufficiently and daily 
obſerved; hence came that old ſaying 
concerning an ill- natured and malicious 


fellow, that he had imhibed his malice 


with his nurſe's milk, or that ſome brute 
or other had been his nurſe. Hence 


Romulus and Remus were faid to have 
been nurſed by a wolf, 'Telephus the fon 


of Hercules by a hind, Pelias the fon 


of Neptune by a mare, and Ægiſthus 
by a goat; not that they had actually 
ſucked ſuch creatures, as ſome ſimple- 


tons have imagined, but that their nurſes 
had been of ſuch a nature and temper, 


and infuſed ſuch into them. 


Many inſtances may be produced from 
good authorities and daily experience, 


that children actually ſuck in the ſeveral 


paſſions and depraved inclinations of 
their nurſes, as anger, malice, fear, me- 
lancholy, ſadneſs, deſire, and averſion. 
This Diodorus, lib. ii. witneſſes, when 
he ſpeaks, ſaying, that Nero the empe- 


ror's nurſe had been very much addict. 
ed to drinking; which habit Nero re- 


ceived from his nurſe, and was ſo very 
particular in this, that the people took 
ſo much notice of it, as inſtead of Tibe- 


rius Nero, they called him Biberius 
Mero. The ſame Diodorus alſo relates 
of Caligula, predeceſſor to Nero, that 
his nurſe uſed 


| to moiſten the nipples of 
her breaſt frequently with blood, to make 
Caligula take the better hold of them; 
« which,” ſays Diodorus, © was the cauſe 
© that made him fo blood-thirſty and 


© cruel all his life-time after, that be 


* not only committed frequent nos 


— - ile. _—— << Wo — — — Wen dt — ad. and. 1 —— ” i a _—_—— « a 


„ ww R39h os a oa 1 == 8 wm. Ec = a5 ev» © my AF oo: mo SS. <a aa „ Vw. 


Ss. a U9 r......“ 


> 


| diſtempers. 


THE SPEC 


by his own hand, but likewiſe wiſhed 

« that all human Kind wore but one 
neck, that he might have the pleaſure | 
to cut it off.” Such like degeneracies 
aſtoniſti the parents, who not knowing 
after whom the child can take, fee one 
incline to ſtealing, another to drinking, 
cruelty, ſtupidity; yet all theſe are not 
minded. Nay, it 1s eaſy to demonſtrate, 
that a child, although it be born from, 
the beſt of parents, mav be corrupted by 
an ill-tempered nurſe. How many chil- 
dren do we ſee daily brought into fits, 
conſumptions, rickets, &c. merely by 
ſucking their nurſes when in a paſſion 
or fury? But indeed almoſt any diſor- 
der of the nurſe is a diſorder to the 
child, and few nurſes can be foufd in 
this town but what labour under ſome 
diſtemper or other. The firſt queſtion 
that is generally aſked a young woman 
that wants to be a nurſe, why the ſhould. 
be a nurſe to other people's children? is 
anſwered, by her having an ill huſband, 
and that ſhe muſt make ſhift to live. I 
think now this very anſwer is enough to 
give any body a ſhock, if duly conſi- 
dered; for an ill huſband may, or ten to 
one if he does not, bring home to his 
wife an ill diſtemper, or at leaſt vexa- 
tion and diſturbance. Beſides, as the 
takes the child out of mere neceſſity, her 
food will be accordingly, or elſe very 
6oarſe at belt; whence proceeds an ill- 
concocted and coarſe food for the child 
for as the blood, ſo is the milk; and 
hence I am very well aſſured proceeds 
the ſcurvy, the evil, and many other 
I beg of you, for the ſake 
of the many poor infants that may and 
will be ſaved by weighing this cafe ſe- 


| ouſly, to exhort the people with the 


umoit vehemence to let the children 
luck their own mothers, both for the 
denefit of mother and child. For the 
general argument, that a mother is 
weakened by giving tuck to her chil- 
dren, is vain and funople; I will main- 
tan that the mother grows ſtronger by 
u, and will have her health better than 
the would have otherwiſe: ſhe will find 
* the greateſt gure and preſervative for 
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the vapours and future miſcarriages, 
much beyond any other remedy what- 
ſoever: her children will be like giants, 
whereas otherwiſe they are but living 
ſhadows, and like unripe fruit; and cer- 
tainly if a woman is ſtrong enough to 
bring forth a child, ſhe is beyond all 
doubt ſtrong enough to nurſe it after- 
wards, It grieves me to obſerve and 
conſider how many poor children are 


daily ruined by careleſs nurſes; and yet 


how tender ought they to be of a poor 


infant, ſince the leaſt hurt or blow, eſpe- 


cially upon the head, may make it ſenſe- 
leſs, ſtupid, or otherwiſe miſerable for 
ever? | 9 Nee 
But I cannot well leave this ſubject 
as yet; for it ſeems to me very unnatural, 
that a woman that has fed a child as 
part of herſelf for nine months, thould 
have no deſire to nurſe it farther, when 
brought to light and before her eyes, 
and when by it's cry it implores her 
aſſiſtance and the office of a mother. Do 
not the very cruelleſt of brutes tend their 
young ones with all the care and delight 
imaginable? For how can ſhe be called 


a mother that will not nurſe her young 


ones? The earth is called the mother of 


all things, not becauſe ſhe produces, but 


becauſe ſhe maintains and nurſes what 


the produces. The generation of the 


intant is the effect of deſire, but the care 
of it argues virtue and choice. I am 
not ignorant but that there are ſome 
caſes of neceſſity where a mother cannot: 


give ſuck, and then out of two evils the 


leaſt mult be choſen; but there are ſo 
very few, that I am ſure in a thouſand 
there is hardly one real inſtance; for if 
a woman does but know that her huſ- 


band can ſpare about three or tix thil- 
lings a week extraordinary, although 


this is but ſeldom conſidered, ſhe cer- 


tainly, with the aſſiſtance of her goſſipe, 


will ſoon perfnade the good man to ſend 


the child to nurſe, and eaſily impoſe 
upon him by pretending indiſpoſition. 
This cruelty is ſupported by faſhion, _ 
and nature gives place to cuſtom. Sir, 
M „ Your humble ſervant, 
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IE are told by ſome ancient au- 
_  thors, that Socrates was in- 

ſtructed in eloquence by a woman, whoſe 
name, if I am not miſtaken, was Aſpa- 
fla. I have indeed very often looked 
upon that art as the moſt proper for the 
female ſex, and I think the univerſities 
could do well to conſider whether they 
ſhould not fill the rhetoric chairs with 
ſhe profeſlors. | 
It has been faid in the praiſe of ſome 
men, that they coule talk whole hours 
together upon any thing; but it muſt be 
owned to the honour of the other ſex, 
that there are many among them who 
can talk whole hours together upon no- 


thing. I have Known à woman branch 


out into à long extempore diſſertation 
upon the edging of a petticoat, and chide 
Her ſervant for breaking a china cup, in 
all the figures of rhetoric, 5 
Were women admitted to plead in 
eourts of judicature, I am perſuaded 
they would carry the eloquence of the 
bar to greater heights than it has yet 
arrived at. 
Aim but be preſent at thoſe debates which 
frequently ariſe among the ladies of the 
Britiſh fiſhery. . . 
The firſt kind therefore of female ora- 
tors which I ſhall take notice of, are 
_ thoſe who are employed in ftirring up 
the paſſions; a part of rhetoric in which 
Socrates his wife had perhaps made a 
greater proficiency than his above-men- 
tioned teacher. . Zh 
The ſecond kind of female orators are 
. thoſe who deal in invecttves, and who 


are commonly known by the name of 


the cenſorious. The imagination and 
Elocution of this ſet of rhetoricians is 


wonderful. With what a fluency. of 


invention, and copiouſneſs of expreſſion, 
will they enlarge upon every little ſlip 


In the behaviour of another? With how | 


many different circumſtances, and with 
What variety of phraſes, will they tell 
ver the ſame tory ? 

old lady make an unhappy marriage the 
ſubject of a month's converſation. She 


| blamed the bride in one place; pitied her 


If any one doubts this, let 


have known an 
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in another; laughed at her in a third; 
wondered at her in a fourth; was ang 
with her in a fifth; and, in ſhort, wore 
out a pair of coach-horſes in expreſſing 
her concern for her. At length, after 
having quite exhauſted the ſubject on 
this fide, ſhe made a viſit to the new. 
married pair, praiſed the wife for the 
prudent choice ſhe had made, told her 
the unreaſonable reflections which ſome 
malicious people had caft upon her, and 
defired that they might be better ac- 
quainted. The centure and approba- 
tion of this kind of women are therefore 
only to be conſidered as helps to diſ- 
courſe. 5 8 
A third kind of female orators may 
be comprehended under the word Gol. 
ſips. Mrs. Fiddle Faddle is perfectly 
accompliſhed in this fort of eloquence; 
| the launches. out into deſcriptions of 
chriſtenings, runs diviſions upon an head- 
dreſs, knows every diſh of meat that is 
ſerved up in her neighbourhoo(, and 
entertains her company a whole after- 
noon together with the wit of her little 
| boy, before he is able to ſpeak. | 
The coquette may be looked upon as 
a fourth kind of female orator. To 
give herſelf the larger field for diſcourſe, 
ſhe hates and loves in the ſame breath, 
talks to her lap-dog or parrot, is uneaſy 


in all kinds of weather, and in every 


part of the room : ſhe has fal ſe quarrels 
and feigned obligations to all the men 
of her acquaintance; ſighs when ſhe is 
not ſad, and laughs when ſhe is not 
merry. The coquette is in particular a 
great miſtreſs of that part of oratory 
which is called action, and indeed ſcems 


"ty her an opportunity of ſtirring 3 
imb, or vary ing a feature, of glancing 
her eyes, or playing with her fan. 
As for news- mongers, politicians, 
mimics, fſtory-tellers, with other cha- 
racters of that nature, which give birth 
to loquacity, they are as commonly found 
among the men as the women; for which 
reaſon I ſhall pals them over in ſilence. 
I have often been puzzled to afſign Þ 
| - | caule 


to ſpeak for no other purpoſe, but as it 


0 
1 
! 
4 
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muſe why women fhould have this ta- 
Jent of a ready utterance in ſo much 
greater perfection than men. I have 
{ometimes fancied that they have not a 
retentive power, or the faculty of ſup- 
preſſing their thoughts, as men have, 
but that "they are neceſſitated to ſpeak 


erery thing they think; and it fo, it 


would perhaps furniſh a very ſtrong ar- 
. gument to the Carteſians, for the ſup- 
: porting of their doctrine, that the ſou] 


7 always thinks. But as ſeveral are of us, that when the tongue of a beauti- 
. opinion that the fair-ſex are not alto- ful female was cut out, and thrown 
ho gether ſtrangers to the art of diſſembling upon the ground, It could not forbear 
1 and concealing their thoughts, I haye muttering even in that poſture, 
1 been forced to relinquiſh that opinion, 5 
hy and have therefore endeavoured to ſeek f ne ba 1 1 ling = 1 
. dre ane, n onder to Se Peer ine e 
Ie Ro ro of mine 2 © % en  Utque ſatire ſolet mutilatæ cauda colubre z 
id nn Bay promies. me by 6 Art F Mxv. lib, x), vere 556. 
A, opportunity to diſſect a woman's tongue, ieee 
1 E Her tor ng oe off, doſe to the trembling | 
1 be in it certain juices which render it ſo n : r ,” e 
ifs wonderfully voluble or flippant, or The mangl'd part ſtill quiver'd on the ground, 
whether the fibres of it may not be made Murmuring with a faint imperfect found; 
a up of a finer or more pliant thread, or And, as a ſerpent wreaths his wounded train, 
Fl whether there are not in it ſome parti- Uneaſy, panting) and poſſeſs'd with pain. 
ly cular muſcles which dart it up and Res e 
ez down by ſuch ſudden glances and vi- %% X 5 
of brations; or whether, in the laſt place, If a tongue would be talking without 
d. there may not be ſome certain undiſco- a mouth, what could it have done when 
1 vered channels running from the head xt had all it's organs of ſpeech, and ac 
nd and the heart, to this little inſtrument complices of ſound about it? I might 
Sy of loquacity, and conveying into it a here mention the ſtory of the pippin = 
tle perpetual affluence of animal ſpirits. woman, had I not ſome xeaſon to look 
Nor muſt I omit the reaſon which Hu- upon it as fabulous. „ 
25 dibras has given, why thoſe who can I ü mult confeſs I am ſo wonderfully 
To talk on trifles ſpeak with the greateſt charmed with the muſic of this little in- 
ſe, fluency; namely, that the tongue is like ſtrument, that I would by no means 
th, a race-horſe, which runs the faſter the diſcourage it. All that I aim at by this 
ay leſſer weight it carries. diſlertation is to cure it of ſeveral dif. 
ry Which of theſe reaſons ſoever may be agreeable notes, and in particular off 
eis booked upon as the molt probable, I thoſe little jarrings and diſſonanceg 
_ think the Iriſhman's thought was very which ariſe from anger, cenſoriouſneſs, 
* natural, who, after ſome hours conver- goſſiping, and coquetry. In ſhort, 1 
nos fation with a female orator, told her, would always have it tuned by good- 
wy that he believed her tongue was very nature, truth, diſcretion, and ſincerity. 
oe glad when ſhe was aſleep, for that it 1 C 
„Ne CCXLVIIL. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14. 
ins HOC MAXIME OFFICII EST, UT QUISQUE MAXIME OPIS INDIGEAT, ITA FI 


periority over others in the eſteem 


| | POTISSIMUM OPITULART». 8 | 
IT IS A PRINCIPAL POINT OF DUTY, TO ASSIST ANOTHER MOST, WHEN NE. 
ne” STANDS MOST IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE, | 


PHE RE are none who deſerve ſu- endeavour to be beneficial to ſociety; 
| and who upon all occaſions which their 
af mankind, who do not make it their 


THE SPECTATOR® — & 473 


had not a moment's reſt all the while 
ſhe was awake. | 

That excellent old ballad of the Wan- 
ton Wife of Bath has the following re- 
markable lines: 5 | 


1 think, quoth Thomas, womens tongues 


Of aſpen leaves are made. 


And Ovid, though in the deſcription 
of a very barbarous circumſtance, tells 


> T VL L 


circumſtances of life can adminiſter, do 
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| Hot take a certain unſeigned pleaſure in 


of the world, or elſe ſuch advantages 


conferring benefits of one kind or other. 
Thoſe whoſe great talents and high birth 
have placed them in conſpicuous ſtations 
of life, are indiſpenſably obliged to exert 
ſome noble inclinations for the ſervice 


become misfortunes, and ſhade and pri- 
vacy are a more eligible portion. Where 
opportunities and inclinations are given 
to the ſame perſon, we ſometimes ſee 
ſablime inſtances of virtue which o 
dazzle our imaginations, that we look 
with ſcorn on al] which in lower ſcenes 
of life we may ourſelves be able to prace 
tiſe. But this is a vicious way of think - 
ing; and it bears ſome ſpice of romantic 
madneſs, for a man to imagine that he 
mult grow ambitious, or ſeek adventures, 
to be able to do great actions. It is in 
every man's power in the world who is 
above mere poverty, not only to do 
things worthy, but heroics The great 
foundation of civil virtue is ſelf-denial; 


and there is no one above the neceſſitics 
of life, but has opportunities of exerciſ-- 
ing that noble quality, and doing as 


much as his circumftagces will bear for 
the eaſe and convenience of other men 


and he who does more than ordinary 
men practiſe upon ſuch occaſions as 


occur in his life, deſerves the value of 


nis friends as if he had done enterprizes 
which are uſually attended with the high- 
eſt glory. ten of public ſpirit differ 
rather in weir circumſtances than their 


virtue; and the man who does all he can 
in a low ſtation, is more a hero than he 
Who omits any worthy action he is able 


to accompliſh in a great one. It is not 
many years ago ſince Lapirius, in wrong 
ef his cider brother, came to a great 
eſtate by gift of his father, by reaſon of 


the diſſolute behaviour of the firſt. 


it to the man you are. 


born. -Shzine and contrition reformed 
the life of the diſinherited youth, and he 
became as remarkable for his good qua- 
lities as formerly for his errors. Lapi- 


tins, who obſerved his brother's amend- 


ment, ſent him on a new- year's day in 
the morning the following letter; 
HONOURED BROTHERs 


1 Incloſe to you the deeds whereby wy 


father gave me this houſe and land: 


had he lived until now, he would not 


have beſtowed it in that manner; he took 
it from the man you were, and I reſtore 
I am, Sir, your 
«fconats brother, and humble ſervant, 


« To 


THE SPECT ATOR, 


diſtreſſes and calamities. 
of wealth, to give com 
family, to preſerve a branch of trade in 


or intent upon gain, never hear of the 


der difficuldes to ſupport himself, in 


have involved you in extreme diſtreſs 


brings with him five thouſand pounds, 


much leſs rich than I am now, to ſave 
an hone# man whom I love. Your 
friend and ſervant, W. P. 


taigne mention made of a family book; 


an hard taſk for the greateſt in Euiops 


As great and exalted ſpirits undertake 
the purſuit of hazardous actions for the 
good of others, at the ſame time prati. 
fying their paſſion for glory; ſo do 
worthy minds m the demekie way of liſe 
deny themſelves many advantages, to 
ſatisfy a generous benevolence which 
they bear to their friends oppreſſed with 
Such natures 
one may cal] ſtores of Providence, which 
are actuated by a ſecret celeſtial influence 
to undervalue the rl ge} gratificationz 


ort to an heart 
loaded with affliction, to ſave a falling 


their neighbourhood, and give work to 
the induſtrious, preſerve the portion of 
the helpleſs infant, and raiſe the head of 
the mourning father. People whok 
hearts are wholly bent towards pleaſure, 


noble occurrences among men of in- 
duſtry and humanity, It would look 
like a city romance, to tell them of the 
generous merchant, who the other day 
{ent this billet to an eminent trader un- 


whoſe tall many hundreds beſides him- 
felf had periſhed; but becauſe I think 
there is more ſpirit and true gallantry in 
it than in any letter J have ever read 
from Strephon to Phillis, I ſhall infert 
it even in the mercantile honeſt flile in 
which it was ſent. Tr 
WT. Es 


Have heard of the caſualtics which 


at this time; and knowing you to be a 
man of great good nature, induftry, 
and probity, have reſolved to ſtand by 
you. Be of good cheer, the bearer 


and has my order to anſwer your draw- 
ing as much more on my account, I 
did this in haſte, for fear I ſhould come 
too late for your relief; but you may 
value yourſelf with me to the ſum of 
fifty thouſand pounds; for I can very 
chearfully run the hazard of being ſo 


I think there is ſomewhere in Mon- 


wherein all the occurrences that happened 
from one generation of that houſe to 
another were recorded. Were there 
ſuch a method in the families which are 
concerned in this generoſity, it would bs 


* 
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to give, in their own, an inſtance of a 


benefit better placed, or conferred with. 
a more graceful air. It has been here- 
tofore urged how barbarous and in- 


human is any unjuſt ſtep made to the 


diſadvantage of a trader; and by how 
much ſuch an act towards him is deteſt- 
able, by ſo much an act of kindneſs to- 
wards him is laudable. I remember to 
have heard a bencher of the Temple tel! 
a ſtory of a tradition in their houſe, 
where they had formerly a cuſtom of 
chooſing kings for ſuch a ſeaſon, and 
allowing him his expences at the charge 


of the ſociety. One of our kings, ſaid 
my friend, carried his royal inclination 


à little too far, and there was a com- 


mittee ordered to look into the manage 


ment of his treaſury. Among other 
things it appeared, that his majefty 
walking incog. in the cloiſter, had over- 
heard a poor man fay to another, ſuch a 


ſmall ſum would make me the happie f 


man in the world. The king out of his 
royal compaſſion privately inquired into 
his character, and finding him a proper 
object of charity, ſent him the money. 
When the committee read the report, 
the houſe paſſed his accounts with a 
plaudite without farther examination, 
upon the recital of this article in them, 
| f | „F 
For making a man happy 10: 00 o 
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Faac, VET, PoeT- 


MIR TH OUT OF SEASON Is A GRIEVOUS 11 L. 


HEN I make choice of a ſub- 
ject that has not been treated on 
by others, I throw together my reflec- 
tions on it without any order or method, 


ſo that they may appear rather in the 
looſeneſs and freedom of an eftay, than 
in the regularity of a ſet diſcourſe. It 


is after this manner that I ſhail conſider 


laughter and ridicule in my preſent 


paper. | 

Man is the merrieſt ſpecies of the 
creation, all above and below him are 
ſerious, He ſees things in a different 
light from other beings, and finds his 
mirth ariſing from objects that perhaps 
cauſe ſomething like pity or Gditpleaſure 


in higher natures. Laughter is indeed 


à very good counterpoiſe to the ſpleen; 
and it feems but reaſdnable that we 
ſhould be capable of receiving joy from 
what is no real good to us, fince we can 


receive grief from what is no real evil. 


T have in my forty-ſeventh paper 
raiſed a ſpcculation on the notion of a 
modern philoſopher, who detcribes the 

firſt motive of laughter to be a ſecret 


compariſon which we make between 


ourſelves, and the perſons, we laugh at; 
or, in other words, that ſatisfaction 
which we receive from the opinion of 
{ome pre-eminence in ourfelves, when 
we fee the abſurdities of another; or 
when we reflect on any paſt abſurdities 
of our own, This ſeems to hold in 


moſt caſes; and we may obſerve that the 


vaineſt part of mankind are the moſt 
addicted to this paſſion. SW ys 


1 have read a ſermon of a conventual 
in the church of Rome, on thoſe words 


of the wiſe man, * I faid of laughter, it 
is mad; and of mirth, what does it?“ 
Upon which he laid it down as a point 
ot doctrine, that laughter was the effect 


of original ſin, and that Adam could 
not laugh before the fall, OE 
Laughter, while it laſts, ſtackens and 


unbraces the mind, weakens the facul- 


ties, and cautes a kind of remiſſneſs and 


clillolution in all the powers of the ſon! z 


and thus far may it be looked upon as 4 
weaknets in the compoſition of human 


nature, But if we conſider the frequent 
reliefs we receive from it, and how often. 
it breaks the gloom which is apt to de- 
prets the mind and damp our fpirits, 


with tranſient unexpected gleams of joy, 


one would take care not to grow too 


wile for ſo great a pleaſure of lite, 
The talent of turning men into ridi- 

cule, and expoling to laughter thoſe one 

converſes with, is tlie qualification of 


little ungenerous tempers. A young 
man with this caſt of mind cuts himſelt 


off from all manner of improvement. 
Every one has his flaws and weakneſſes; 


nay, the greateſt blemiſhes are often 


found in the moſt mining characters: 


but what an abſurd thing is it to paſs 


over all the valuable parts of a man, 


and fix our attention on his infirmities | 


to 
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His virtues! and to make uſe of him for 
the ſport of others, rather than for our 
own improvement! : 

We therefore very often find, that 
perſons the moſt accompliſhed in ridicule 
are thoſe who are very ſhrewd at hitting 
a blot, without exerting any thing ma- 
ſterly in themſelves. As there are many 
eminent critics who never writ a good 


Une, there are many admirable buffoons 
that animadvert upon every ſingle defect 


in another, without ever diſcovering the 
Jeaſt beauty of their own. By this 
means, theſe unlucky little wits often 
gain reputation in the eſteem of vulgar 
minds, and raiſe themſelves above per- 
fons of much more laudable characters, 


If the talent of ridicule were employ- 
ed to laugh men out of vice and folly, 


it might be of ſome uſe to the world; 


but inſtead of this, we find that it is 


generally made ule of to laugh men out 
of virtue and good-ſenſe, by attacking 
every thing that is ſolenin and ſerious, 


decent and praiſe-worthy in human life, 
We may obſerve, that in the futt 
ages of the world, when the great ſouls 
and maſter- pieces of human nature were 


produced, men ſhined by a noble ſim- 
plicity of behaviour, and were ſtrangers 


do thole little embelliſhments which are 
fo faſhionable in our preſent converſa- 


tion. And it is very remarkable, that 


_ Notwithſtanding we fall ſhort at preſent 
of the ancients in 


etry, painting, ora- 


- tory, hiſtory, architecture, and all the 
noble arts and ſciences which depend 


more upon genius than experience, we 
exceed them as much in dogorel, hu- 


mour, burleſque, and all the trivial arts 


of ridicule. We meet with more rail- 


lery among the moderns, but more good- 
ſenſe among the ancients. 


The two great branches of ridicule 
in writing are comedy and burleſque. 
The firſt ridicules perſons by drawing 


them in their proper characters, the 


other by drawing them quite unlike 
themſelves. Burleſque is therefore of 


two kinds; the firit repreſents mean 


8 in the accoutrements of heroes, 
he other deſcribes great perſons acting 


and ſpeaking like the baſeſt among the 
people. Don Quixote is an inſtance of 
the firſt, and Lucian's gods of the ſe- 


eond. It is a diſpute among the critics, 


vrhether burleſque poetry runs beſt in 


* 
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to obſerve his imperfections more than 


heroic verſe, like that of the Diſpenſary; 
or in doggerel, like that of Hudibras, 
I think where the low character is to be 
raiſed, the heroic 1s the proper meaſure ; 
but when an hero is to be pulled down 


and degraded, it is done belt in dog. 


erel, 

If Hudibras had been ſet out with as 
much wit and humour in heroic verſe 
as he is in doggerel, he would have 
made a much more agreeable figure than 
he does; though the generality of his 
readers are ſo wonderfully pleaſed with 
the double rhimes, that I do not expect 
many will be of my opinion in this par- 
tieular. 

I ſhall conclude this eſſay upon laugh- 
ter with obſerving, that the metaphor oi 
laughing, applied to fields and meadows 
when they are in flower, or to trees 
when they are in bloſſom, runs through 
all languages; which I have not obſerv- 
ed of any other metaphor, excepting 
that of fire and burning when they are 
applied to love. This ſhews that we 
naturally regard laughter, as what is in 
itſelf both amiable and beautiful. For 


this reaſon likewiſe Venus has gained 


the title of ®:XoweiFng, the laughter-lov- 
ing dame, as Waller has tranſlated it, 
and is repreſented by Horace as the 
goddeſs who delights in laughter. Mil- 
ton, in a joyous aſſembly of imaginary _ 
perlons, has given us a very poetical 
figure of laughter. His whole band of 
mirth is ſo finely deſcribed, that I ſhail 


ſet down the paſſage at length. 


But come, thou goddeſs fair and free, 
In heav'n yclep'd Euphoſyne, 5 
And by men, heart-eaſing mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth, 
With two ſiſter graces more, 

To ivy crowned Bacchus borez _ 
Haſte thee, nymph, and bring with thts 
Jeſt and youthful jollit , 
Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed ſmiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 
And love to live in dimple ſleek: 

Sport that wrinkled care derides, 

And Laughter bolding both his fidese 
Come, and trip it, as you go, 
On the light fantaſtic to:; 

And in thy right-hand lead with thee 


The mountain nymph, ſweet Liberty; 
And it 1 give thee honour due, 


Mirth, admit me of thy crew, 


In upreproved pleaſures free. 


To live with her, and live with thee, 
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BISCE DOCENDVS Abnuc, QUA CENSET AMICULUS, UT 57 
c Cs ITER MONSTRARE VYEIIT ; TAMEN ASPICE SI QUID 
TT NOS, QUOD CURES PROPRIUM FECISSE, LOQUAMUR. 
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YET HEAR WHAT THY UNSKILFUL FRIEND CAN SAY, 
AS IF ONE BEIND PRETENDS TO SHEW THE WAY; 


YET SEX A-WHILE, IF WHAT IS FAIRLY SHOWN 


BE GOOD, AND SUCH AS YOU MAY MAKE YOUR OW 
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OU ſee the nature of my requeſt by 5 


I the Latin motto which 1 addreſs to 
you. I am very ſenſible I ought not to 


uſe many words to you, who are one of 


but few; but the following piece, as it 
relates to ſpeculation in propriety of 
ſpeech, being a curioſity in it's kind, 
begs your patience. It was found in a 
poetical virtuoſo's cloſet among his rari- 
ties; and fince the ſeveral treatiſes of 
thumbs, ears, and noſes, have obliged 


the world, this of cyes 18 at your fer- 


The firſt eye of conſequence, under 


the inviſible Author of all, is the vitible 


luminary of the univerſe. This glo- 


rious ſpectator is ſaid never to open his 


eyes at his riſing in the morning, with- 
out having a whole kingdom of adorers 
in Perſian filk waiting at his levee. Mil- 


lions of creatures derive their ſight from 


this original, who, beſides his being the 


great director of optics, is the ſureſt teſt 


whether eyes be of the ſame ſpecies with 
that of an eagle, or that of an owl: the 
one he emboldens with a manly affur- 
ance to look, ſpeak, act, or plead, be- 


fore the faces of a numerous aſſembly; 


the other he dazzles out of countenance 
into a ſheepiſh dejectedneſs. The ſun- 
proof eye dares lead up a dance in a full 


court; and without blinking at the luſtre 


of beauty, can diſtribute an eye of pro- 
per complaiſance to a room crouded with 
company, each of which deſerves par- 


ticular regard: while the other ſneaks 


from converſation, like a fearful debtor, 
who never dares to look out, but when 
he can ſee nobody, and nobody him. 
The next inſtance of optics is the fa- 
mous Argus, who, to ſpeak the lan- 


guage of Cambridge, was one of an 


undred; and being uſed as a ſp» in the 


air of jealouly, was obliged to have 
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all his eyes about him. We have no 


account of the particular colours, caſts, 
and turns, of this body of eyes; but as 

he was pimp for his miſtreſs Juno, it is 
probable he uſed all the modern leers, 


fly glances, and other ocular aQivities, 
to ſerve his purpoſe. Some look upon 


him as the then king at arms to the hea- 


theniſh deities; and make no more of his 


eyes than ſo many ſpangles of his he- 


rald's coat. 


The next upon the optic lift is old 


Janus, who ſtood in a donble-ſighted 


capacity, like a perſon placed bedwixt 
two oppolite looking - glaſſes, and ſo took 


a ſort of retroſpective caſt at one view. 


Copies of this double: faced way are not 
yet out of faſhion with many profeſſions, 


and the ingenious artiſts pretend to keep 


up this ſpecies by double-headed canes 


and ſpoons; but there is no mark of 


this faculty, except in the emblematical 
way of a wiſe general having an eye to 
both front and rear, or a pious man 
taking a review and proſpect of his paſt 


and future ſtate at the ſame time. | 
I muſt own, that the names, colours, 


qualities, and turns of eyes, vary almoſt 
in every head; for, not to mention the 
common appellations of the black, the 
blue, the white, the gray, and the like; 
the molt remarkable are thofe that bor- 
row their titles from animals, by virtue 
of ſome particular quality of reſemblance 

they bear to the eyes of the reſpeCtive 


creatures; as that of a greedy rapacious 
aſpect takes it's name from the cat, that 
of a ſharp piercing nature from the hawk, 
thoſe of an amorous roguiſh look de- 


rive their title even from the ſheep, and 


we ſay ſuch an one has a ſheep's eye, 


not ſo much to denote the mnocence as 
the fimple ſlyneſs of the caſt: nor is this 

metaphorical -inoculation a modern in- 

vention, tor we find Homer taking the 
| SR. | freedony 
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freedom to place the eye of an ox, bull, 
or cow, in one of his principal goddeſſes, 
by that frequent expreſſion of 


Beam; Torvia Hen 
The ox-ey'd venerable Juno. 


Now as to the peculiar qualities of 
the eye, that fine part of our conſtitu- 
tion ſeems as much the reception and 
feat of our paſſions, appetites, and in- 
clinations, as the mind itſelf; and at leaſt 
it is as the outward portal to introduce 
them to the houſe within, or rather the 
common thorough-fare to let our affec- 
tions paſs in and out. 
pride, and avarice, all viſibly move in 
thoſe little orbs. I know a young lady 
that cannot tee a certain gentleman paſs 
by without ſhewing a ſecret deſire of 
fleeing him again by a dance in her eye- 


balls; nay, ſhe cannot for the heart of 


her help looking half a ſtreet's length 
after any man in a gay dreſs. You can- 
not behold a covetous ſpirit walk by a 
goldſmith's ſhop without caſting a wiſh- 
_ ful eye at the heaps upon the counter. 
Does not a haughty perfon ſhew the 
temper of his ſoul in the ſupercilious 


roll of his eye? and how frequently in 


the height of paſſion does that moving 
picture in our head ſtart and ſtare, ga- 
ther a redneſs and quick flaſhes of light- 
ning, and makes all it's humours ſparkle 
with Are, as Virgil finely deſcribes it. 


en——_Ardentis ab ore 8 
Ccintillæ allſiſtunt: eculis micat acribus ignis. 
| | : EN. XII. VER. 101. 
From his wide noſtrils flies 
A fiery ſtream, and ſparkles from his eyes. 

| „ „„ Daun. 


As for the various turns of the eye- 
fight, ſuch as the voluntary or involun- 
rary, the half or the whole lcer, I ſhall 
Not enter into a very particular account 
of them, but let me obſerve, that oblique 
viſion, when natural, was anciently the 
mark of bewitchery and magical faſci- 
nation, and to this day it is a malignant 
Ill look; but when it is forced and af- 
tected, it carries a wanton delign, and 
in play-houſes, and other public places, 
this ocular intimation is often an aſſig- 
nation for bard practices: but this irre- 
gularity in viſion, together with ſuch 
enormities as tipping the wink, the cir- 
gumſpective roll, the fide-peep through a 
hin hood or fan, mull be put in the claſs 


Love, anger, 


next door to the White Hart. 
Sir, as your Spectator has occaſioned 


the inſolence of ſtarers. 


of heteroptics, as all wrong notions of 
religion are ranked under the genera] 
name of heterodox. All the pernicious 


applications of fight are more immedi. 


ately under the direction of a Spectator; 
and I hope you will arm your readers 
againſt the miſchiefs which tre daily 
done by killing eyes, in which you will 
highly oblige your wounded unknown 
friend, | 


1. 
MR. SPECTATOR, | 

you profeſſed in ſeveral papers your 
* particular endeavours inthe province 
of Spectator, to correct the offence com- 
mitted by ſtarers who diſturb whole ai- 
ſemblies without any regard to time, 
place, or modeſty. You complained alſo 
that a ſtarer is not uſually a perſon to 
be convinced by the reaſon of the thing, 
nor ſo eaſily rebuked, as to amend by 
admonitions. I thought therefore fit to 
acquaint you with a convenient me- 
chanical way, which may ealily prevent 
or correct ſtaring, by an optical contriv- 
ance of new perſpective glaſſes, ſhort 
and commodious like opera- glaſſes, fit 


for ſhort- ſighted people as well as others, 


theſe glaſſes making the objects appear, 
either as they are ſeen by the naked eye, 
or more diſtinct, though ſomewhat luts 
than life, or bigger and nearer, A per- 
{on may, by the help of this invention, 
take a view of another without the im- 
pertinence of ſtaring; at the fame time 


it ſhall not be poſſible to know whom 


or what he is looking at. One may 


look towards his right or left hand, 


when he 1s ſuppoſed to look forwards: 
this 1s ſet forth at large in the printed 
propoſals for the ſale of theſe glaſſes, to 
be had at Mr. Dillon's in Long Acre, 
Now, 


the publiſhing of this invention for the 
benefit of modeſt ſpectators, the invento: 
deſires your admonitions concerning the 
decent uſe of it; and hopes, by your 
recommendation, that for the future 


beauty may be beheld without the tor- 


ture and confuſion which it ſuffers from 
By this means 
you will relieve the innocent from an 
inſult which there is no law to puniſh, - 
though it is a greater offence than many 


which are within the cognizance of julſ- 


tice, I am, Sir, your moſt humble 
ſervant, | „ | 
5 | ABRABAM SPY,” 
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AND THROATS OF BRASS INSPIR'D WITH IRON LUNGS. DRYDEN, 


HERE is nothing which more 
FT aſtoniſhes a foreigner, and frights 
a country Iquire, than the cries of Lon- 
don. My geod friend Sir Roger often 
declares, that he cannot get them out of 
his head or go to ſleep for them, the firſt 
week that he is in town. On the con- 


trary, Will Honeycomb calls them the. 


Ramage de la Ville, and preters them to 
the ſounds of larks and nightingales, 
with all the muſic of the fields and. 
woods. I have lately received a letter 
from ſome very odd fellow upon this ſub- 
ject, which I ſhall leave with my reader 
without {aying any thing further of it. 


SIR, 


] am 4 man out of all buſineſs, and | 


* would willingly turn my head to any 
thing tor an honeſt livelihood. I have 


invented ſeveral projects for raiſing many 


millions of money without burdening 


the ſubject, but I cannot get the parlia- 


ment to liſten to me, who look upon 
me, for ſooth, as a crack, and a projector; 


ſo that deſparing to enrich either my- 


ſelf or my country by this public ſpirit- 


edneſs, I would make ſome propoſals to 


you relating to a deſign which I have 
very much at heart, and which may 
procure me a handſome ſubſiſtence, if 
you will be pleaſed to recommend it to 
the cities of London and Weſtminſter. 

The poſt I would aim at, is to be 


comptroller- general of the London cries, 


which are at preſent under no manner 
of rules or diſcipline: I think I am 
FRE well aualited for this place, as 
eing a man of very ſtrong lungs, of 
peat inet into all the branches of oui 
ritiſh trades and manufactures, and of 
u competent {kill in muſic. , 
The cries of London may be divided 
into vocal and inſtrumental. As for the 
latter, they are at preſent under a very 
55 diſorder. A freeman of London 
as the privilege of diſturbing a whole 


ſtreet for an hour together, with the 
twanking of a braſs kettle or a frying- 
pan. The watchman's thump at mid - 


„Much cry, but little wool. 6 . 
Some ot thele laſt- mentioned muſi- 


night ſtartles us in our beds, as much 


as the breaking in of a thief. The ſow- 


gelder's horn has indeed ſomething mu- 
ſical in it, but this is ſeldom heard with- 


in the liberties. I would therefore pro- 
pole, that no inſtrument of this nature 
ſhould be made ule of, which I have 
not tuned and licenſed, after having 
carefully examined in what manner it 
may effect the ears of her Majeſty's liege 
ſubjects. „ 73 

Vocal cries are of a much larger ex- 


tent, and indeed ſo full of incongruities 


and barbariſms, that we appear a diſ- 


_ tracted city to foreigners, who do not £ 


comprehend the meaning of ſuch enor- 
mous outcries. Milk is generally ſold 

in a note above E la, and in {ounds ſo 
exceeding ſhrill, that it often ſets our 
teeth on edge. The chimney-ſ{weeper 


is confined to no certain pitch: he ſome> 


times utters himſelf in the deepeſt baſs, 
and ſometimes in the ſharpeſt treble ; 
ſometimes in the higheſt, and ſometimes. 


in the loweſt note of the gamut. The _ 


ſame obſervation might be made on the 
retailers of ſmall-coal, not to mention 
broken glaſſes or brick-duſt. In theſe 
therefore, and the like caics, it ſhould 
be my care to ſweeten and mellow the 
voices of theſe itinerant tradeſmen, be,; 

fore they make their appearance in our 


ſtreets, as alſo to accommodate their cries 


to their reſpective wares; and to take 


care in particular, that thoſe may not 


make the moſt noiſe who have the leaſt. 
to ſell, which is very obſervable in the 


venders of card-matches, to whom I _ 


cannot but apply the old proverb of 


cians are io very loud in the ſale of theſe 
trifling manufactures, that an honeſt 
iplenetic gentleman of my acquaintance 
bargained with one of them never to 
come into the ſtreet where he lived: but 
what was the effect of this contract? 

Thy, the whole tribe of- card: mateh- 
makers which frequent that quarter, 
paſſed by his door the very next day, in 
„ 1 _ hopes 


cs 
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hopes of being bought off after the ſame 
manner. . 
It is another great imperfection in our 


London cries, that there is no juſt time 
or meaſure obſerved in them. Our news 


ſhould indeed be publiſhed in a very 


quick time, becauſe it is a commodity 


that will not keep cold. Tt ſhould not, 


however, be cried with the ſame preci- 
pitation as fire: yet this is generally the 
eaſe. A bloody battle alarms the town 
from one end to another in an inſtant. 


Every motion of the French is publiſned 
in ſo great a hurry, that one would think 


the enemy were at our gates. This 
Kkewiſe I would take upon me to regu- 


late in ſuch a manner, that there ſhould 


be fome diſtinction made between the 
fpreading of a victory, a march, or an 
incampment, a Dutch, a Portugal, or a 
Spaniſh mail. Nor muſt I omit under 
this head' thoſe excethve alarms with 


which ſeveral boiſterous ruſties infeſt 


our ſtreets in turnip- ſeaſon; and which 
are more inexcuſable, becauſe theſe are 


ware vrhich are in no danger of cool- 


ing upon their hands. 


There are others who affect a 2 
low time, and are, in my opinion, much 


more tunable than the former; the coo- 
per in particular ſwells his laſt note in 


àn hollow voice, that is not without it's 
harmony; nor can I forbear being in- 
fpired with a moſt agreeable melancholy, 
When I hear that fad and ſolemn air 
_ with which the public are very often 
fed, if they have any chairs to mend? 
- Your on memory may ſuggeſt to you 
many other lamentable ditties of the 
fame nature, in which the muſe is won- 


derfully languiſhing and melodious. 


I uam always pleaſed with that parti- 
cular time of the year which is proper 


for the pickling of dill and cucumbers; 
Dut alas, this cry, like the ſong of the 


nightingale, is not heard above two 
months. It would therefore be worth 
while to conſider, whether the ſame air 
might not in ſome caſes be adapted to 
other words. | | 
It might likewiſe de ferve our moſt ſe- 


_ Fious conſiderat ion, how far, in a well- 


regulated city, thoſe humouriſts are to 


de tolerated, who, not contented with C 
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the traditional cries of their forefathers, 


have invented particular fongs and tunes 


of their own: ſuch as was, not many 
7250 lince, the paſtry-man, commonly 
own by the name of the Colly-Molly- 
Puff; and ſuch as is at this day the 
vender of powder and waſh-balls, who, 
it I am rightly informed, goes under the 
name of Node. Walk. 
I muſt not here omit one particular 
abſurdity whichruns through this whole 
vociferous generation, and which ren. 
ders their cries very often not only in- 
commodious, but altogether uſeleſs to 
the public; I mean, that idle accom- 
pliſhment which they all of them aim at, 
of crying fo as not to be underſtood. 
Whether or 'no they have learned this 
from ſeveral of our affected fingers, 1 
will not take upon me to ſay; but moſt 
certain it is, that people know the warez 
they deal in rather by their tunes than 
by their words; infomuch that I have 
ſometimes ſeen a country boy run out to 
buy apples of a bellows-mender, and 
gingerbread from a grinder of knives 
and iciflars. Nay, fo ſtrangely inia- 
tuated are fome very eminent artiſts of 
this particular grace in a cry, that none 
but their acquaintance are able to gueſs 
at their profeſſion; for who elſe can 
know, that work if Thad it, ſhould 
be the ſignification of a corn- cutter? 
Foraſmuch therefore as perſons of this 
ran are ſeldom men of genius or capa- 
city, I think it would be very proper, 
that ſome man of good ſenſe and found 
judgment ſhould preſide over theſe pub- 
lic cries, who ſhould permit none to lift 


up their voices in our ftreets, that hae 


not tunable throats, and are not only Þ 
able to overcome the noiſe of the crowd, 
and the rattling of coxches, but allo to 

vend their reſpective merchandiſes in 
apt phraſes, and in the moſt diſtinct and 
agreeable ſounds. I do therefore hum- 
bly recommend myſelf as a perſon right- 
ly qualified for this poſt; and if I meet 
with fitting encouragement, ſhall com- 
municate fome other project which J 

have by me, that may no leſs conduce 


to the emolument of the public. I am, ö 


Sir, &c. RalLrH CROTCHET. | 
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